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VERSES to Mr. HERVEY, 


ON HIS 


MEDITATIONS. 


N theſe lov'd Scenes, what rapt'rons Graces ſhine, 
Live in each Leaf, and breathe in ev'ry Line ! 
What ſacred Beauties beam throughout the Whole, 
To charm the Senſe, and ſteal upon the Soul! 
In claſſic Elegance, and thoughts—his own, 
We fee our Faults as in a Mirror ſhown : 
Each Truth, in glaring Charatters expreft, | | 
All own the Twin Reſemblance in their Brea: 1 * 
His eaſy Periods, and perſuaſive Page, 
At once amend, and entertain the Age: 
Nature's wide Fields all open to his View, 
He charms the Mind with ſomething ever New: 
On Fancy's Pinions, his advent'rous Soul 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the Whole: 
From Death's dark Caverns in the Earth below, 
To Spheres, where Planets roll, or Comets glow, 
See him explore, with more than human Eyes, 
The dreary Sepulchre, where Granville lies : (<P 
Converſe with Stones, or monumental Braſs, | 
The rude Inſcriptions,—or the painted Glaſs ; 
To gloomy Vaults deſcend with awful Tread, 
And view the filent Manſions of the Dead, 
To gayer Scenes he 'next adapts his Lines, _ 
Where laviſh Nature in Embroid'ry fhines : 
The Jefl'mine Groves, the Woodbine's fragratit Bow'rs, 
With all the painted Family of Flow'rs ; 
As 


n 


In juſt Gradation to aſcend to God, 


[ J 
There, Sacharifſa / in each fleeting Grace, 
Read all the tranſiant Honours of thy; Face. Dean nn mane 
WithteqQl Dignity, gow ſee Him riſe | 
To paint the ſable Horrors of the Skies! 
When EU the wide Horizon lies in Shade; 
And midnight Phantoms ſweep along the Glade - 
All Nature huſh'd—a ſolemn Silence reigns, 
And ſcarce a Breeze diſturbs the ſleeping Plains. 
Laſt, yet not leſs, in Majeſty of Phraſe, 
He draws the full-6rb'd Moon's expanſive Blaze; 
The waving Meteors, trembling from on high, 
With all the mute Artill'ry of the Sky : 
Syſtems on Syſtems, which in Order roll, 
And dart their lambent Beams from Pole to Pole. a 
Hail, mighty. Genius ! whoſe excurſive Soul 
No Bounds confine, no Limits can controul? 
Whoſe Eye expatiates, and whoſe Mind can rove, | 
Through Earth, through Ather, and the Realms above; 
From Things inanimate can dirett “ the Rod, 


Taught by thy Lines, ſee hoary Age pen Wiſe, 


And all the Rebel in his Boſom dies: 


E'en thoughtleſs Youth, in Luxury of Blood, | 
Fly the infectious World, and dare — be Good: | 
Thy ſacred Truths ſhall reach th* impervious Heart; 
Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, Diſeaſe forget to ſmart: 
E'en Malice love, and'Calumny eommend ; 
Pride beg an Alms, and Av'rice turn a Friend. 
Centred in CHRIST, who fires the Soul within, 
The Fleſb ſhall know no Pain; the Soul, no Sin 
E'en in the Terrors of expiring Breath, 


We bleſs the friendly Stroke, and live—an REPS 
Oxford, April 28, 1748. „ * 
W 54 5. 5 


* An Alluſion to the PR ng of Gov curious Objects, and 
1 their reſpective Delicacies, by the pointing of a Rod. 
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BY A: PHYSICIAN, 
ELESTIAL Meditant ! whoſe Ardors riſe 
Deep from the Tombs, and kindle to'the Skies; 
How ſhall an earthly Bard's profaner String 
Reſound the Flights of thy Seraphic Wing ? 
When great EL1jan, in the fiery Car, 
Flam'd viſible to Heav'n, a living Star, 
A Seer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his Mantle caught his Spirit too. 
Wit, Fancy, Fire, and Elegance, have long 
Been loſt in vicious or ignoble Song : 
Sunk from the chaſtely Grand, the pure Sublime, 
They flatter'd Wealth and Pow'r, or murder'd Time. 
Tis Thine their devious Luſtre to reduce, 


To prove their nobleſt Pow'r, their genuine Uſe ; 
From Earth-born Fumes to clear their'tainted Flame, 


And point their Flight to Heav'n—from whence they came. 


O more than Bard in Proſe ! to whom belong 
Harmonious Stile and Thought, in rhymeleſs Song; ; 
Gft. by thy friendly Condutt, let me tread 
The ſoftly whiſpering Manſions of the Dead, 

M here the grim Form, calcining Hinds and Lords, 
Grins at each fond Diſtinction Pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal Energy they teach; 
Lifeleſ, they threaten; mouldring as they preach 
To each ſucceeding Age, thro' every Clime, 

The ſpan of Life, and endleſs round of Time; 
Hence may propitious Melancholy flow, 

And ſafety find me in the Vaults of Woe, 

Where ev'ry Virtue forms thy mental Feat, 

I glow with fair ſincerity at leaſt: 

I feel {thy Face unknown) thy Heart reſin'd, 
And taſte, with Bliſs the Beauties of thy Mind, 
Colletting clearly, thro' thy ſacred Plan, | 
What Reverence of God hat Love to Man! 
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—O ! when at laft our deathleſs Forms ſhall riſe, 
And flowers and Stars deſiſt to moralize ; 

Shall then my ſoul by thine inform'd, ſurvey, 

| 


And bear, the ſplendors of eſſential Day; 
But while my Thoughis indulge the glorious ſcope, 
(My utmoit Worth beneath my humbleſt Hope) 
Conſcience, or ſom? exhorting Angel, cries, 
© No lazy Wiſhes reach above the ſkies. 
Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey, 
f © And ſhare the Triumphs of unbouuded Day ; 
| % His Love-deffuſive Life with Ardor live; 
| & And die like this divine Contemplative,” 


London, July 9, 4 748, 
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BY A PHYSICIAN, 


1 O form the Taſle, and raiſe the nobler Part, 
To mend the Morals, and to warm the Heart; 
To trace the genial Source, we nature call, 
And prove the God of Nature Friend of all ; 
Hervey for this his mental Landſcape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole Creation out to View, 
Th' enamel'd Bloom, and variegated Flow'r, 
{ Whoſe Crimſon changes with the changing Hour: 
| The humble Shrub, whoſe Fragrance ſcents the Morny 
With buds diſcloſing to the early Dawn; 2 
The Oaks that grace Brizanma's Mountains Side, 
And fpicy Lebanon's ſuperior * * Pride ; 
; All loudly Sov'xzicy EXCELLENCE proclaim, 
| ; And animated Worlds confeſs the ſame. 
| 
| 


The Azure Fields that form th' extended Sky, —_ 
The planetary Globes that roll on high, 


1221 
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a - = « — 


And ſolar Orbs, of proudeſt Blaze, combine,” 
TSR ſubſervient to the great . 


ö 
/ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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$ The Cedar, 


14 1 
Men, Angels, Seraphs, join the gen'ral Voice: 1 2: jo 
And in the Lord of Nature ALL rejoice. at N. A 
H1s, the grey Winter's venerable Guiſe, de. 
It's ſhrowded Glories, and inſtraftive Skies ; . s 71656 DRa' 
His, the Snow's Plumes, that brood the hck*ning Blade; a . 
Hrs, the bright Pendant that impearls the Glade 3' :: % 
The waving Foreſt, or the whiſp'ring Brakez "© 00 
The ſurging Billow, or the ſleeping Lake. 
The Sau, who pours the Beauties of the Spring, iw mag Wi 
Or mounts the Whirlwinds deſolating Wing. | 04. 
The Same, who ſmiles in Nature's peaceful Form, os 
Frowns in the Tempeſt, and diretts the Storm. wt oi tit 
Tis thine, bright Teacher, to improve the Age 3 
"Tis thine, whoſe Life's a Comment on thy Page. 
Thy happy Page! whoſe Periods ſweetly. floss 
Whoſe Figures charm us, and whoſe Colours glow, 
Where artle/5 Piety pervades the Whole, 
Refines the Genius, and cxalts the Soul. 3 3 
For let the Whitling argue all he can, e aps: RE Set 1 
It is Religion flill that makes the Man, 
"Tis This, my Friend, that ſtreakes our Morning bricht; iy 
*Tis This, that gilds the Horrors of our Ni ght. 
When Wealth forſakes us, and when Tien, are few 3 
When Friends are faithleſs, or when Foes purſue ; 
"Tis This, that wards the Blow, or ſtills the Smart; e 
Diſarms Affliction, or repels it's Dart; 85 r 
Within the Breaſt bids pureſt Rapture riſe; WY 8 
Bids ſmilling Conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs Skies. 
When the Storm thickens and the Thunder rolls, 555 Then 
When the Earth trembles to th' affrighted Poles OY 
The virtuous Mind, . nor Doubts nor Fears aſſail ; : | : ages : 
For Storms are Zephyrs, or a gentler Gale. 1 ; | Ms * 
And when Diſeaſe obſlrutts the lab'ring Rreath, p = | the N 7 
When the Heart n and each Pulle i is Deal; e frm 


2 * 


d r 
Aan! „Nen eee 


; 4s + PROT to the Hinte Piece, 


wbo4 237 *. 


1 a } : 9 
Samos? 4 *. 


8 — 


* . TY” ". ” WY 


_ — — —— — — 
— = + — 


- —— -<—_——— - 


a —— — 2 ere; Ine £ * — 
I \ 


DD , ( X aa Cle da i. es A — — 


L vii 5 
E'en then Religion ſhall ſuſtain the Juſt, 
Grace their laſt Moments, nor deſert their Duf}. 


Auguft 5, 1748. 
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S ſome new Star attrafts th' admiring Sight, 

His Splendors pouring thro' the F ields of Light, 
Whole Nights, delighted with th' unuſual Rays, 
On the fair heav'nly Viſctant we gaze: 
So thy fam'd Volume ſweet Surpriſe impart : 
Mark'd by all Eyes, and felt in ev'ry Heart. 
Nature inform'd by Thee, new Path hath trod, 
And riſes, here, a Preacher for her Goo ; | 
By Fancy's Aids myſterious Heights ſhe tries, 
And lures us by our Senſes, to the Skies, 
To deck thy Stile collected Graces throng, 
Bold at the Pencil's 7ints, yet ſoft as Song. 
In Themes, how rich thy Vein ! how pure thy Choice ; 
Tranfcripts of Truths, own'd clear from Scripture'd Voice: 
Thy Judgment theſe, and Piety atteſt, - | 
Tranſcripts—read only fairer in thy Breaſt. 
There, what thy Works would ſhew, we beſt may ſee, 
And all they teach in Doftrine, lives in Thee. 

Oh !—might they live Our Prayers their Strife engage; 
But thy fix'd Languors yield us ſad Preſage. 
In vain ſ{kill'd Med*cine tries her healing Art: 
Diſeaſe, long Foe, entrenches at thy Heart. 
Yet on new Labours ſtill thy Mind is prone, 
For a World's Good too thoughtleſs of thy own. | 
Aktive, like Day's kind Orb, Life's Courſe you run 
It's Sphere ſtill glorious, tho? a ſetting Sun, 
Redemption opes Thee wide her healing Plan, 
Health's only Balm, her ſov'reign'ſt Gift to Man. 
Themes ſweet like theſe thy Ardors, freſh, excite : | 


Warm at the Soul, they nerve thy Hand to write; 


Make 


ix 


Make thy try'd Virtues in their Charms appear, 
Patience, rais'd Hope, firm Faith, and Love ſincere ; 
Like a big Conſlellation, bright they glow, 
And beam out lovelier by thy Night of Woe, 

Known were thy Merits to the Public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble Song. 
Damp'd are my Fires; my Heart dark Cares depreſs ; 
A Heart, too feeling from it's own Diſtreſs. 
Proud on thy Friendfhip, yet to build my Fame, 0 
I gain'd my Page * a Santtion from thy Name. 
Weak theſe Returns (by Gratitude tho? led) 
Where mine ſhall in thy fav'rite Leaves be read, 
Yet, o'er my conſcious Meanneſs Hope prevails ; 
Love gives me merit, where my Genius fails, 
On it's ſtrong Baſe my ſmall Deſert I raiſe, 
Averſe to Flatt'ry, as un{kill'd to praiſe, a, 


Moszs BROWwNE. 
Mile- End Coo; Feb, 29, 1749. 
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Wy nexcs flow 1 ſ\blemn ug; 2 this pennen e * 
Cherubic Notes my wond'ring Ear detain ! | 
Yet 'tis a Mortal's Voice: *Tis Hervey ings : 
Sublime he ſoars on Contemplation's Wings : 
In ev'ry Period breathes ecſtatic Thought, 
Hervey, 'twas Heav'n thy ſacred Leſſons taught. 
Celeſtial Viſions blefs thy ſtudious Hours, 
Thy lonely Walks, and thy ſequeſter'd Bow'rs. 

What fav'ring Pow'r, diſpenſing ſecret Aids, 
Thy cavern'd Cell, thy curtain'd Couch, pervades ? 
Still hoy'ring near, obſervant of thy Themes, 
In Whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires 15 Dreams a | 
Jesus ! Effulgence of paternal Lightn 
Ineffably divine ! ſupremely bright! en 
Whoſe Energy according Worlds, atteſt, 
Kindled theſe Ardors in thy glowing Breaſt 15 
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* SUNDAY THOUGHTS, 
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We catch thy Flame, as we thy Page peruſe ; 
And Faith in every Object Jzsvs views. 
We in the bloomy breathing Garden trace 
Somewhat—like Emanations of his Grace: 
Yet muſt all Sweetneſs and all Beauty yield, 
Idume's Grove, and Sharon's flow'ry Field, 
Compar'd with Jzsus : Meanly, meanly ſhows, 
The brighteſt Lilly, faint the lovelieſt Roſe, 
Divine Inſtructor! lead thro' midnight Glooms, 
To moralizing Stars, and preaching Tombs : 
Thro' the ſtill Void a Saviour's Voice ſhall break, 
A Ray from Jacob's Star the Darkneſs ſtreak: 
To Him the faireſt Scenes their Luſtre owe 
His Cov'nant brightens the celeſtial Bow; 
His vaſt Benevolence profuſely ſpreads 
The yellow Harveſts, and the verdant Meads, 
Thy Pupil, HE R VNV, a Redeemer finds 
In boundleſs Occans, and in vicwleſs Winds: 
He reins at Will the furious Blaſt, and guides 
The rending Tempeſts, and the roaring Tides, 
O give, my Soul, thy Welfare to his Truſt : 
Who rais'd the World, can raiſe thy ſleeping Duſt ! 
He will, he will, when Nature's Courſe is run, 
Midſt falling Stars, and an extinguiſh'd Sun: 
He will with Myriads of his Saints appear, 
O may I join them, tho' the Meaneſt there! 
Tho? nearer to the Throne my HER VRV ings ; 
Tho? I at humbler Diſtance ftrike the Strings; 
Yet both ſhall mingle in the ſame Employ, 
Both drink the Fulneſs of eternal Joy. 


Jon Dvick, 


Clerkenwell-· Green, Feb. 24, 1749-50. 
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rar Numbers of our Race ſurvey 
The Monarch of the golden Day, 

Night's ample Canopy unfurl'd, 

In gloomy Grandeur round the World, 


3 

The Earth in Spring's Embroidery dreſt, 
And Ocean's ever-working Breaſt ! 
And {till no grateful Honours riſe 
To Him who ſpread the ſpacious Skies, 
Who hung this Air-ſuſpended Ball, 
And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in All ! 

To chaſe our ſenſual Fogs away, 
And bright to pour th' eternal Ray 
Of Deity inſcrib'd around 
Wide Nature to her utmoſt Bound, 
Is Hexvey's Taſk : And well his Skill 
Celeſtial can the Taſk fulfil : 
Aſcending from theſe Scenes below, 
Ardent the Maker's Praiſe to ſhow, 
His ſacred Contemplations ſoar, 
And teach our Wonder to adore. 

Now he ſurveys the Realms beneath, 
The Realms of Horror, and of Death ; 
| Now entertains his vernal Hours 
In flow'ry Walks, and blooming Bow'rs ; 
Now hails the black-brow'd Night, that brings 
Athereal Dews upon her Wings; 
Now marks the Planets, as they roll 
On burning Axles round the Pole : 


While Tombs, and Flow'rs, and Shades, and Stars, 


Unveil their ſacred Characters 
Of Juſtice, Wiſdom, Pow'r, and Love; 
And lift the Soul to Realms above, 
Where dwells the God, in Glory crown'd, 
Who ſends his boundleſs Influence round, 
So Jacob, in his bliſsful Dreams, 
Array'd,in Heav'n's refulgent Beams, 
Saw from the Ground a Scale ariſe, 
Whoſe Summit mingled with the Skies: 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the Road, 
The Stage to Earth, and Path to God. 


B 2 
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121 [| 
Hervey, proceed: For Nature yields 
Freſh Treaſure in her ample Fields ; 
And in ſeraphic Ecſtaſy 
Still bear us to the Throne on high, 


Ocean's wild Wonders next explore, 


His changing Scenes, and ſecret Store : 
Or let dire EaxTHQUuaks claim thy Toil, 
EARTHQUAKE, that ſhakes a guilty Iſle, 

So, if ſmall Things may ſhadow forth, 
Dear Man, thy Labours, and thy Worth, 
The Bee upon the ſlow'ry Lawn, 


lmbibes the lucid Drops of Dawn, 


Works them in his myſterious Mould, 
And turns the common Dew to Gold. 


TroOmas GiBBONS, 
London, May 26, 1750. 
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ELIGHTFUL Author! whom the Saints inſpire! 
And-whiſp'ring Angels with their Ardors fire; 
From Youth like mine, wilt thou accept of Praiſe ? 
Or ſmile with Candor on a Stripling's Lays ? 
My little Laurel (but a Shoot at moſt) 
Has hardly more than one ſmall Wreath to boaſt, 
Such as it is—(Ah ! might it worthier be!) 
It's ſcanty Foliage all is due to THEE, 


Oh! if, amongſt the Honours of thy Brow, 


This flender Circlet may but humbly grow : 

If it's faint Verdure haply may find Place— 

A Foil to others :=Tho? it's own Diſgrace; 
Accept it, Hzavey, from a Heart fincere, 
And, for the Giver's Sake, —the Tribute wear. 

Thy Soul-improving Works perus'd, what Tongue 
Can hold from Praiſe, or check the applauſive Song ? 
But ah ! from whence ſhall Gratitude obtain 
Language that may it's glowing Zeal explain ? } 
How to ſuch wond'rous Worth adapt a Strain? 

Deſcrib'd 


3 
Defcrib'd by Thee, cold ſepulchres can charm 3 
Storms, calm the Soul; and freezing Winter warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy Shades, we view pale Night 
Surrounded with a Blaze of mental Light. 
Lo! where ſhe comes! all ſilent ! penſive! flow ! 
On her dark Robe unnumber'd Meteors glow ! 
High on her Head a ſtarry Crown ſhe wears ! 
Bright in her Hand the Lamp of Reaſon bears! 
Smiling, —behold ! She points the Soul to Heay'n, 
And bids the weeping Sinner be forgiven ! 
But when thy Fancy ſhifts the ſolemn Scene, 
And ruddy Morning gilds the chearful Green; = 
With ſudden joy we view the Proſpett chang'd, | | 
And bluſhing Sweets in beauteous Order rang'd. - 
We ſee the Violets, ſmell the dewy Roſe, 
And each Perfume that from the Woodbine flows: 
A boundleſs Perſpective there greets our Eyes: 
Rich Vales deſcend, and verdant Mountains riſe. 
The Shepherds Cottages, the rural Folds: | 
All, that thy Art deſcribes, the Eye beholds ! 
Amazing Limner ! whence this matchleſs Pow'r ? 
Thy Work's a Garden !—ev'ry Word, a Flow'r ! 
Thy lovely Tints almoſt the Bloom excel, 
And none but Nature's Self can paint ſo well ! 
Hail, holy Man !—henceforth thy Work ſhall ſtand 
(Like ſome fair Column by a Mafter-Hand, 
Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring Pile) 
At once to grace, and elevate our Iſte. 
Tho” fimple, lofty ; tho* majeſlic, plain; 
Whoſe bold Deſign the Rules of Art reſtrain. 
In which the niceſt Eye ſees nothing wrong: 
Tho? poliſh'd, juſt ; and elegant, tho' flrong. 


ST, GEORGE MOLESWORTH. 


June 24, 1730. 


IN 


| b xiv 4 


1 T* Pleafure's Lap the Muſes long have lain, 
And hung, attentive, on her Siren Strain: 
Still toils the Bard beneath ſome weak Deſign, 
N And puny Thought but halts along the Line: 
ö Or tuneful Nothing, ſtealing on the Mind, 
f Melt into Air, nor leave a Trace behind, 
lj While to thy rapt'rous Proſe, we feel belong 
1 The Strength of Wiſdom, and the Voice of Song: 
Wl This lifts the Torch of ſacred Truth on high, 
| And points the Captives to their native Sky, 

How falſe the Joys, which Earth or Senſe inſpires, 
That clog the Soul, and damp her purer Fires ! 
Truths, which thy ſolemn Scenes, my Friend, declare, 
Whoſe glowing Colours paint us as we are, 
Yet not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 

Dull Melancholy reigns, or Trifles ſway ; 
Ill wou'd the Strains of Levity beſit, 

And ſullen Gloom but ſadden all thy Wit: 
Truth, Judgment, Senſe, Imagination join 
And ev'ry Muſe, and ev'ry Grace, is thine, 
Religion prompting the true End of Man, 
Conſpiring Genius executes the Plan; 


Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 


Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 


Rais'd by Degrees, we elevate our Aim; 

And grow immortal as we catch thy Flame; 

True Piety informs our languid Hearts, 

And all the Vicious, and the Vain, departs. 

So, when foul ſpreading Fogs creep ſlowly on, 
Blot the fair Morn, and hide the golden Sun : 
Ardent he pours the boundleſs Blaze of Day, 
Rides thro' the Sky, aud ſhines the Miſt away. 
O, had it been the Almighty's gracious Will, 
That I had ſhar'd a Portion of thy Skill; 
Had this poor Breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly Beam, 
Which ſpreads it's Luſtre thro' thy various Theme; 
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That ſpeaks deep Leſſons from the ſilent Tomb, 

And crowns thy Garden with freſh-ſpringing Bloom; 
Or, piercing thro* Creation's ample Whole, 

Now ſooths the Night, or gilds the ſtarry Pole: 

Or marks how Winter calls her howling Train; 

Her Snows and Storms, that deſolate the Plain; 
With Thee the Muſe ſhould trace the pleaſing Road, 
That leads from Nature up to Nature's God ; 
Humble to learn, and, as ſhe knows the more, 


Glad to obey, and happy to adore, 


PETER WHALLEYs 
by 


Northampton, 1 
Aug. 25, 7 
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© FRONTISPIECE. 


EXPLANATION 


OF THE 


9 
. 


THE FRONTISPIECE 


1 / Preſcnts che inſide View of a Church— The Floor, | i 
La the Pillars, and the Walls, are interſperſed with 1 4 
pulchral Stones, and funeral Inſcriptions—QOn- one 
4' 1 Side, is the Monument of an Infant, adorned with — 
1 an. Irn, with a weeping Statue, and inſcribed with © | 
* the following Ep itaph —NAscENVTES MoriMuR, moſh 
' Lk: Nd foontr born, Na a On a more elevated Tomb, 
and under an. Aſſemblage of military Weapons, is 
8 ourtgayed a a Warriqr; ſuppoſed to be Wotan wouhd - 
1 . expiring in the Attitude of gs and idrr 720 
i Ihe Iptrit of chat noble Eine. 1 « nf! 
T7 
FT ry Haid my Country, Head n haus wh 47 ih 
| EDD 0 953 16tiI1hioa 
#+ A youth, beholding che eee of. this_ gal- q 
e lant Patriot, ſeems to be ſtruck, with Adiniration, and 
4 charmed with Delight. A Miniſter diverts his, Af 101 
"1! *cention to an Object of inſinitely higher. ae en TT 


—PRO ATR 


greater Wonder. If the Hero die 
| FD Defence of his Country- Comet died PRE 


% Inſtanoe this, of ſuch diſiatereſted, diffuſtre, and di- 3 
* xine] Beneyolence; As Makes all that Heroes Wave 
Achieved, and Patriots ſuffered; *dwindle into nothing; 1* 
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MA DAM, | 


HESE RefleQions, the One on the deepeſt, 
| 4 che Other on the gaye/t Scenes of Nature; 
when they proceeded privately from the Pen, 
were addreſſed to a 2 of the moſt valuable 
Endowments. Who crowned all her other 
endearing Qualities, by a fervent Love of 
CnRisT, and an exemplary Conformity to his 
Divine Pattern. She, alaſs ! lives no longer on 
Earth; unleſs it be in the Honours of a diſtin- 
guiſhed Character, and in the bleeding Re- 
membrance of her Acquaintance. 1 
It is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh You a richer 
Blefling, or a more ſubſtantial Happineſs, than 
that the ſame Spirit of unfeigne Faith, the 
ſame Courſe of undefiled Religion, which have 
enabled Her to triumph over Death, may bob 
animate and adorn your Life. And you will 


Appearance from the 1 © \ 
deſigned to cultivate the ſame ſacred Principle, 
and to promote the ſame excellent Pradtice. 

Long, Madam, may you bloom in all the Vi- 
vacity and Amiableneſs of Youth, like the 
: . C charming 


permit me to declare, that my chief Induce-+»... ©: 
ment in requeſting your Acceptance of the fol- 
lowing Meditations, now- they make a publg. =. 2 

„ is, that they are 


furniſh You with the leaſt Aſſiſtance, in proſe- 


l nv 
&+ 7 


2 --DEDICATION. 


charming Subject of one of theſe Contempla- 
tions. But at the ſame Time. remember, that, 
with regard to Tuch inferior Accompliſhments, 
You muſt one Day 1 (may it prove ſome 
very remote Period!) like the mournful Ob- 
jects of the other. This Conſideration will 
prompt You to go on, as you have begun, in 
adding the Meetneſs of Wiſdom, and all the Beau- 


ties of Holineſs, to the Graces of an engaging 


Perſon, and the Refinements of a polite Edu- 
cation. 


And  might—O !- might the enſuing Hints 


cuting ſo defirable an End; might they contri- 
bute, in any Degree, to eſtabliſh your Faith, or 
elevate your Devotion; they would, then, ad- 
miniſter to the Author, ſuch a Satisfaction, as 
Applauſe cannot give, nor Cenſure take away: 
A Satisfaction, which I ſhould be able to enjoy; 
even in thoſe awful Moments, when all that cap- 
tivates the Eye is ſinking in Darkneſs, and every 


| Glory of this lower World diſappearing for ever; 


- Theſe Wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt 
agreeable Employ of my Thoughts, ſo they 


come attended with this additional Circumſtance 


of Pleaſure, that they are allo the ſincereſt Ex- 
reſſion of that very great Eſteem, with which 
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"HE firft of theſe Oceaſonal Meditations, begs leave to remind ny 

Readers of their latter End; and would invite them to ſet, not 
their houſes only, but, which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their Souls; | 
a Order: That they may be able, through all the intermediate 
Stages, to look, forward upon their approaching Exit, without any 
anxious Apprehenſions: And, when the great Change commences, may 
bid adieu th. terreſtrial Things, with all the Calmneſs'of 4 chearful 
Repgnatzon, with all the Comforts Ha well. grounded Faith. $$) E. 


Tho other attempts to factch out ſome little Traces of the All. fuſh- 
ciency/of our Redeemer, for the grand and gracious Purpoſes of ever · 
laſting Salvation. That @ Senſt of his unutterable Dignity, and in- 

faite Perftttions, may incite 'us to regard Him, with Sentiments of | 
the moſt profound Veneration ; to long for an aſſured. Interg fr we, | 

Merite, with all the Ardency of Deſire; and to ri ici. N 
Medtation, with an Affiance not to be ſhaken by any ! not 
to laſlared ii any Performances of our n;, * 


— 


I Aaiter nyſeli. that the Thoughts conceived among the Toinbs, e ß 
be ddelcdme to the ſerious and humane Mind. Becauſe, as there are 
eu, who have not conſgned the Remains of ſome dear Relations, or: 
honoured Friends, to thoſe filent Repoſitories ; ſo there are none, but* 
muſt be ſenſible, that this is the Houſe appointed for all Living; and 
that they themſelves, are Hort to, remove into the ſame ſolemn Man- 
fon And who ,would 1 not turn aſide, for à while, from the moſt Far. 
vourite Amuſanents,' bose che\ Place, where the once. loved Com- 
panions fig f. Who wou{d, no of ſometimes ſurvey thoſe Aparimegts, where 
he bimſelf ic to tale up an Ab6de, till Time ſhall be no more g 
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As to the other little Eſay, may I not humbly preſume, that the uery 
fubjeetit iel, will recommend the Remarks For, who, 1s not delighted 
with the Proſpect of the blooming Creation, and even charmed with the 
delicate Attraction of Flowers ? Who does not covet to affemble them 


in the Garden, or wear them in a Noſegay / fince this. is.a Paſfion fo 
univerſal, who would not be willing to render it productiue of the ſub- 


limeſt Improvement ?—-=This Piece of holy Frugality, I have ventured 
to ſuggeſt, and endeavoured to exemplify, in the ſecond Letter ; that, 
while the Hand is cropping the tranſient Beauties of a Flower, the at- 
tentive Mind may be enriching itſelf with ſolid and laſting. Good. 
And I cannot but entertain ſome pleafing Hopes, that the niceſt Taſte 
may receive and reliſh religious Impreſſions, when they are conveyed 
by ſuch-lovely Monitors; when the inſtructiue Lefſous are found, not 
on the Leaves on ſome formidable Folio, but Land Kite on the ſine 
Sarcenet of a Narciſſus; ' when they favour not of the Lamp. and. 
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MADAM, 


"T*RAVELLING lately into Cornwall, 1 hap- 
pened to alight at a-conſiderable Villa 

in that County : Where, finding myſelf under 
an unexpected Neceſſity of ſtaying a little, I 
took a Walk to the Church*, The doors like 
the Heaven to which they lead, were wide 
Open ; and readily admitted an unworthy 
Stranger. Pleaſed with the Opportunity, I re- 


ſolved to ſpend a few Minutes under the ſacred - 
Roof. | | | 

In 
J OLE 


TIC AN 

I had named, in ſome former Editions, a particular Church, 
Mx. RILKHANPTON ; where ſeveral of the Monuments, deſcribed 
in the following Pages, really exiſt, But as I thought it convenient, 
to mention ſome Caſes here, which are not, ls to the beſt of 
my Remembrance, referred to in any Inſcriptions there, I have now 
omitted the Name ; That Imagination might operate more freely, and 
the Improvement of the Reader be conſulted, without any thing that 

Gould look like a Variation from Truth and Fatt, | 
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2 MEDITATIONS. 


In a Situation fo retired” and awful, I could 
not avoid falling into a Train of Meditations, 
ferious and mournfully pleaſing. Which I truſt, 
were in ſome degree profitable to me, while they 
poſſeſſed and warmed my Thoughts; and if they 
may adminiſter any Satisfaction, to you, Madam, 
now they are recollected, and committed to 
writing, I ſhall receive a freſh Pleaſure from 
them. | 1 
It was an ancient Pile; reared by Hands, that, 
Ages ago, were mouldered into Duſi.--Situate in 
the Centre of a large Burial ground, remote from 
all the Noiſe and Hurry of tumultuous Eife.— 
The Body ſpacious ; the Structure lofty; the 
Whole magnificently plain. A Row of regular 
Pillars extended themſelves through the Midſt; 
ſupporting the Roof with Simplicity, and with 
Digpity.— The Light, that paſſed through the 
Windows, ſeemed to ſhed a kind of luminous 
Obſcurity ; which gave every Object a grave and 


venerable Air.—The deep Silence, added to the 
gloomy Aſpect, and both heightened by, af, 
Lonelineſs of the Place, greatly increaſed the 
Solemnity of the Scene.—A fort of religious 
Dread ſtole inſenſibly on my Mind, while ad- 
vanced, all penſive and thoughiſul, along the 
inmoſt Ile. Such a Dread, as huſhed” every 
ruder Paſſion, and diſſipated all the gay Images 
of an alluring World. 115330 , i JaHÞ 
” Having adored that Eternal Majeſty, who 
far from being confined to Temples mage with 
Hands, has Heaven for his Throne, and the. 
Earth for his Foot-ſtool—I took particular 
Notice of a handſome Alterpiece; preſented, 
as T was afterwards informed, by che Maſter- 
N Te Builders 
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Builders of Stor“; out of Gratitude, I preſume, 
to that gracious Gop; who carried them through, 
their Work, and enabled them to © bring forth 
* their Top-ſtone with Joy.“ emo i v15w 
O! How amiable is Gratitude / eſpecially 
when it has the ſupreme Benefattor for it's Ob- 
ject. I have always looked upon Gratitude, as 
the moſt exalted Principle that can actuate the 
Heart of Man. It has ſomething noble, diſin- 
tereſted, and (if I may be allowed the Term) 
zenerouſly devout. Repentance indicates our 
Nature fallen, and Prayer turns chielly 5 a 
Regard to one's ſelf. But the Exerciſes of Gra- 
titude ſubſiſted in Paradiſe, when there was no 
Fault to deplore; and will be perpetuated in 
Heaven, when, © God ſhall be All in all.“ 
The Language cf this ſweet Temper is.“ Lam! 
2 auen ly obliged; What return ſhall 1 
D make?“ And, ſurely, it is no improper Ex- 
preſſion of an enfeigned Thankfulneſs, to des 
corate our Creator's Courts, and beautify. he © 
* Place where his Honour dwelleth.” Of old. 
the, Habitation of his feet was glorious: Let 
not, now, be ſordid or contemptible. It mu 


grieve an enen Mind, and be a Reproa 


o 
* 


to ieee e, to have their own Houſes wann 
ſcoted with Cedar, and painted with Vermilliong 

While the Temple of the Lord of Hoſts is deſti- 
tute 91 eyefy decent Ornament. 
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FE; MEDITATIONS 


| Here I recollected, and was charmed with 
Solomon's fine Addreſs to the Almighty, at the 
Dedication of his famous Temple. With im- 
menſe charge, and exquiſite Skill, he had e- 
| rected the molt rich and finiſhed Structure, that 
11! the Sun ever ſaw. Yet, upon a Review of his 
0 Work, and a Reflection on the tranſcendent 
. Perfections of the Godhead, how he exalts the 
one, and abaſes the other !—The Building was 
too glorious, for the mightieſt Monarch to in- 
| habit; too /acred, for unhallowed Feet even to 
| enter; yet infinitely too mean, for the Deity to 
ll | reſide in. It was, and the Royal Worſhiper 
acknowledged it to be, a moſt marvellous 
Vouchſafement in uncreated Excellency, to 
** put his Name there.“ —The whole Paſſage 
breathes ſuch a Delicacy, and 1s animated with 
ſuch a Sublimity of Sentiment, that I cannot 
periwade myſelf io paſs on, without repeating it. 
* But will GOD indeed dwell on Earth? Behold! 
Tue Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens, cannot con- 
tain thre ; how much leſs this Houſe that I have 
B uilded /—Incomparable ſaying! worthy the wt- 
ſeſt of Men. Who would not chooſe to ous 
| U 5 uc 


1 Kings viii. 27. But will -A fine abrupt Beginning muſt 
Agnificantly deſcribing the Amazement and Rapture of the Royal 
Prophet's Mind !—GOD : he uſes no Epithet, where Writers of in- 
ferior Diſcernment would have been found to multiply them: But 
peaks of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible Being, whoſe perfettions 
und Glories are exalted above all Praiſe. Dwell To beſtow on 
| finful Creatures a propitious Look; to favour them with a tranſient 
Viſit of Kindneſs ; even this were an umitterable obligation. Will 
he then vouchſafe to fix his Abode among, them, and take up. his 
* Rated Reſidence with them ? Indeed: A _Wordyig this Connetiion, 
peculiarly emphatical ; expreſſive of a Condeſcenſion, wonderful and 
Extraordinary almoſt beyond all Credibility, Baliold: Imitating an 
— | contin 
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gare here ' 
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ſuch an elevated Devotion, rather than to own 
all the glittering Materials of that ſumptuous 
Faifice ©. TE, : Gn 

Me are apt to be ſtruck with Admiration, at 
the Statelineſs and Grandeur of a maſterly Per- 
formance in Architecture. And, 28 on a 
Sight of the ancient Sanctury, ſhould have made 
the ſuperſicial Obſervation of the Diſciples; 
„% What manner of Stones, and what Buildings 

| ——— But what a nobler Turn of 
Thought, and 7ufter Taſte of Things, does it 


7 diſcover; to join with 1/rael's King, in cele- 
brating the Condeſcenſion of the divine Inhabi- 


tant! That the High and Lofty One, who fills 
lImmenſity with his Glory, ſhould, in a peculiar 
manner, fix his Abode there! Should there 
= manifeſt an extraordinary Degree of his benedic- 
tive Preſeuce; permit ſinful Mortals to ap- 


W roach his Majeſty ; and promiſe © to make them 


* joyful in his Houſe of Prayer!“ Thi ſhould 
more ſenſibly affect our Hearts, than the moſt 
curious Arrangement of Stones can delight our 


. 


= Nay, the everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to 
= dwell in our Souls by his Holy Spirit; and to 
make even our Bodies his Temple.—Tell me, 
 fontinued, or father the inereaſing ſurprize of che 8 

awakening the attention of 'the Hearer.—Behold / the tt 


eaker,” and 
the attention eaven. . The 
eee of the Firmament; that wide extended Azure 
. Carcumference, in-Which Worlds unnumbered perform their, Re- 
volutions, 1s too ſcanty an Apartment for 1 . e 3 
Nay, The Heaven of Heuven- ? Thoſe vaſtly higher Tratls, Which lie 
far beyond che Eimſts öf haman Survey 5 to which out very. Thoughts 

can hardly ſoar; even Theſe (unbounded: as the are) cannot,afford 

an, ade uate, H abitation for J HOVAM :, even ſheſe dwindle into a 
Point, tt Clipart Wick ehe Infinitude.of his. Ellencs ; eyen'Theſs 
** are as nothing before bim,” Hou muck l/s proporionate is this 
paor diminutive Speck (which I bave been erecting and embelliſhing), 
to ſo anguſt a Preſence, ſo immenſe a Majeſty ! 
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ye that frame critical Judgments; and balance 
nicely the Diſtinction of Things; Is this moſt 
« aſtomiſhing, or moſt rejoicing ?”—He hum 
bleth himſelf, the Scripture aſſures us, even to 
behold the Things that are in Heaven“. Tis 
a moſt comteſtenting Favour, if HE pleaſes to 
take the leaſt approving Notice of Angels and 
Archangels, when they bow down in Homa 

from their celeſtial Thrones. Will he then gra- 
ciouſly regard, will he be united, moſt zntz- 
mately united to poor, polluted, breathing Duſt? 
—Unparallel'd Honour ! Invaluable Privilege! 
Be this my Portion, and I ſhall net covet 
Crowns, nor envy Cunquerors. 1817 
But let me remember, what a Sanctity of Dil- 
poſition, and Cyrightneſs of Converlation, fo 
exalted a Relation demands: Remember. this, 
and rejoice with Trembling.” —Durſt-I com- 
mit any Iniquity, while I tread theſe hallowed 
Courts? Could the 7ew:fh High Prieſt: allow 
himſelf in any known Tranſgreſſion, while he 
made that ſolemn yearly Entrance + into the 
Holy of Holies, and ſtood before the immediate 
Preſence of ZFEHOVAYH ? No, truly. In; fuck 
Circumſtances, a thinking Perſon muſt ſhudder 
at the moſt remote Solicitation, to any wilful 
Offence. I ſhould now be ſhocked at the leaſt 
Indecency of Behaviour, and am apprehenſi ve 
of every Appearance of Evil. And why do we 
not curry this holy Jealouſy, into all our ordi- 
nary Lite? Why do we not, in every Plage, J. 
Ea rr arg arte Ayn OO 
TTP Wb oe 
* Moc of Meds auf al 1 ode bel 
moral Precepts, ever given to the heathen World. With what 2 
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reverence ourſelves; as Perſons dedicated to the 
Divinity, as living Temples of the Godhead ? 
For, if we are real, and not merely nominal 
Chriſtians, the Gon of Glory, according to his 
own Promiſe, “ dwells in us, and walks in u. — 
O!] that this one Doctrine of our Religion might 
= operate, with an abiding Efficacy, upon our 
WW Conſciences ! It would be inſtead of a thouſand 
= Laws, to regulate our Conduct; inſtead of a 
thouſand Motives, to quicken us in Holineſs. 
Under the Influence of /uc/z a Conviftion, we 
ſhould ſtudy to maintain a Purity of Intention; 
a e of Action; and to walk worthy of that 
tranſcendently majeſtic Being, who admits us 
to a Fellowſhip with Himſelf, and with his Son 
JESUS CHRIST. | 

The next Thing, which engaged my attention, 
was the Lettered Floor. The | en: Jem ſome- 
what like Ezeꝶiels Roll, was written over from 
one End to the other. I ſoon perceived the 
Compariſon to hold good, in another reſpect ; 
and the inſcriptions to be Matter of Mourning, 
Lamentation, and Woe.t” They ſeemed to 
court my Obſervation ; ſilently inviting me te 


nitors inform me of ?—* That, beneath their 
little Circumferences, were depoſited ſuch and 
= © ſuch Pieces of Clay, which once lived, and 
moved, 'and/talked ; That they had received 
. 081 19% li 190 e o ru f F"*I;F$1 
Force, and very ſingular Advantage, does this Argument take place in 
the Chriſtian Scheme! where we are taught to regard ourſelves, not 
merely as zntel/cf{nal, Beings, who have Reaſon for, our Monitor; 
but as con/ecrated Creatures, who haye a Gop of the mol conſum- 
js Pereeion, ever wth an, deren e 
Cob. vi. 26 . Eck. ii. 10 


1 
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1 1. * » ' — = . 


SITY - * * 


2 


read them. And what would theſe dumb Mo? 
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« a Charge to preſerve their Names, and were 
* the remaining Truſtees of their Memory.” 
Ah! ſaid I, is ſuch my Situation! The ador- 
able Creator around me, and the Bones of m 
Fellow Creatures under me ! Surely, then, I 
have great Reaſon to cry out, with the 1 
Patriarch, How dreadful is this Nace * Serioul- 
neſs and Devotion become this Houſe for ever. 
May I never enter it lightly or irreverently;; but 
with a profound Aw&, and godliy Fear! 
O that they were wiſe + ſaid the inſpired 
Penman. It was his laſt Wiſh for his dear Peo- 
ple. He breathed it out, and gave up the 
Ghoſt. But what is Wiſdom? It conſiſts not 
in refined Speculations; accurate Reſearches 
into Nature; or an umverſal Acquaintance 
with Hiſtory. The divine Lawgiver ſettles this 
important Point, in his next Aſpiration: O/ that 
they underſtood this! That they had right Appre- 
henſions of their ſpritual Intereſts, and eternal 
Concerns! That they had Eyes to diſcern, and 
Inclinations to purſue, the Things which belong 
to their Peace!-—But how ſhall they attain this 
valuable Knowledge? I ſend them not, adds the 
illuſtrious Teacher, to turn over all the Vo- 


lumes of Literature: They may acquire, and 


much more expeditioufly, this Science of Life, 


by conſidering their latter End. This Spark of 
Heaven 1s often loſt, under the Glitter of pom- 
pous Erudition; but ſhines clearly, in the gloo- 
my Manſions of the Tomb. Drowned in this 
entle n amidſt the Noiſe of ſecular Af- 
airs; but ſpeaks diſtinctly, in the W 
0 


Gen. xxvili. v7, + Dent. xxxii- ag. 


of ſerious Contemplation, —Behold ! how provi- 
dentially I am brought to the School of Wil- 
dom*! The Grave, is the moſt faithful + Maſter ; 
and theſe Inſtances of Mortality, the moſt inſtruc- 
tive Leſſons. Come then, galm Attention, and 
compoſe my Thoughts/z#&@dme, thou celectial 
Spirit, and enlighten Mind; that I may fo 
W peruſe theſe awful Pages, as to become © wile 
W © unto Salvation.“ N 
© Examining the Records of Mortality, I found 
the Memorials of a * promiſcuous Multitude. 
They were huddled, at leaſt they reſted together, 
witHeat any Regard to Rank or Seniority. 
None were ambitious of the uppermoſt Rooms, 
or chief Seats, in this Houſe of Mourning. 
None entertained fond and eager Expectations | 
ol being honourably greeted, in their darkſome 
Cells. The Man of Years and Experience, re- 
puted as an Oracle in his Generation, was con- 
tent to lie down at the Feet of a Babe. In this 
Houſe appointed for all Living, the Servant 
was equally accomodated, and lodged in the 
ſame Story, with his Maſter. The poor indigent 
lay as ſoftly, and flept as ſoundly, as the moſt 
ulent Paſſeſor. All the diſtinction that 
ſubſiſted, was, a graſſy Hillock, bound with 
Oſiers ; or a ſepulchral Stone, ornamented 
os with Imagery. Why then, ſaid my working 
oelz ec of (otic ann Thoughts, 
WO * The Mir Be bite, e, Bick 6f gaudy Scene: 
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K RAC Choice to taks his fu ite Walk * 
Denea Per gloomy, ſilent, cypreſs Shades 
. Unpierc'd 10 anity Hantallie Ray! | 

Ks Lo read his Monuments, to weigh his Duſt, 

' Viſit his Vaults, and dwell among the Tombs! 


gh eee 20001 1 ig l-Thonghts. 
? Wait the great Teacher Death, Port, 
1 Miſta Senum ac Juvenum denſantur Funerar Ho. 
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Thoughts, O! why ſhould we raiſe ſuch a migh- 
ty Stir, about Superiority and Precedence; when 
the next Remove, will reduce us all to a State of 
equal meanneſs? Why ſhould we exalt ourſelves, 
or debaſe others; fince we muſt all, one Day, 
be upon a common Level, and blended together 
in the ſame undiſtinguiſhed Duſt? O!] that this 
Conſideration might humble my own, and o- 
thers Pride; and fink our Imaginations as low, 
as our Habitations will ſhortly be! Seng. 
Among theſe confuſed Relics of Humanity, 
there are, without doubt, Perſons of contrary. 
Intereſts, and contradtthng Sentiments. But 
Death, like ſome able Days-man, has laid bis 
Hand on the contending Parties; and brouglit 
all their Differences to an */ amicable Conclu- 
ſion. Here Enemies, ſworn Enemies; dwell to- 
gether in Unity. They drop every imbittered 
Thought, and forget that they once were Foes. 
Perhaps, their erumbling Bones mix, as they 
eee and thoſe who, while they lived, 
ſtood aloof in irreconcileable Variance; here 
fall into mutual Embraces, and even incorporate 
with each other in the Grave. -O! that ve 
might learn from theſe friendly Aſhes, not to 
perpetuate the Memory of Injuries not to fo - 
ment the Fever of Reſentinbiat nor cheriſh the 
Turbulence of Faſion. That there may be as 
little Animorſity and Diſagreement in the Land 
of the Living, as there is in the Congregation 
of the Dead l But I ſuſpend for a while ſuch 
general Obſervations, and addreſs myſelf to a 
more particular Inqui x. 
aids J ide & bus 026.1, 721) Vonder 
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Vonder white Stone, Emblem of the Inno- 
W cence it covers, informs the Beholder of One, 
Vo breathed out it's tender Soul, almoſt in the 
Inſtant of receiving it. There, the peaceful In- 
ant, veithout ſo much as knowing what Labour 
and Vexation mean, lies ſtill and is quiet; it + 
= << ſleeps and is at Reſt. Staying only to waſh 
away it's native impurity in the Laver of Rege- 
neration, it bid a ſpeedy Adieu to Time, and 
terreſtrial Things. — What did the little haſty 

= Sojourner find, fo forbidding and diſguſtful in 
our upper World, to occaſion it's precipitant 
Exit? "Tis written, indeed, of it's ſuffering Sa- 
viour, that when he had taſted the Vinegar 
mingled with Gall, He would not drinkt. And 
did our new- come Stranger, begin to ſi the Cup 
of Life; but, perceiving the Bitterneſs, turn 
away it's Head, and reſuſe the Draught? Was 
this the Cauſe, why the wary Babe only opened 
Wits Eyes; juſt Looked on the Light; and then 
PVithdrew, into the more inviting Regions of 
Nundiſturbed Repoſe? ole h < 
Happy Voyager! No ſooner launched, than 
Prrived at the Haven II- But more eminently 
happy #cy, who have paſſed the Waves, and 
eathered all the Storms, of a troubleſome and 
angerous World! Who, through ma ny Tri- 
bulations, have entered into the Kingdom of 
Heaven; and thereby braught : Honour to 
heir divine Convoy, adminiſtered Comfort to 
dlc £108 bnoq tf 1nd — nent the 


lx, oHbg bag zu0αο⁹αοαν 
* Job iii. 5 n 4 Matt. xvii, 34+ 
4 2 the Babe, who, priviledg'd by Fate, 
J uo fhorter Labour, and a lighter Weight, 
Receiy'd but Yeſlerday the Gift of Breath, 


Order'd to-morrow to return te Death, 


* * 
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A 

the Companions of their Toll, and-left' an in- 
ſtructive Example to fucceeding Pilgrim 
Highly favoured Probationer! accepted, with - 
out being exerciſed !—It was thy peculiar Pri vi- 
lege, not to feel the ſlighteſt of thoſe Evils, which 
ohhreſs thy ſurviving Kindred; which frequent- 
ly fetch Groans, from the moſt manly Fortitude, 
or molt elevated Faith. The Arrows of Cala- 
mity, barbed with Anguiſh, are often fixed deep 
in our choiceſt Comforts. The fiery Darts of 
Temptation, ſhot from the Hand of Hell, are 
always flying in Showers around our Integrity. 
To thee, ſweet Babe, both theſe Diſtreſſes and 
Dangers are alike unknown. . fl 
Conſider this, ye mourning Parents, and dry 
up your Tears. Why ſhould you lament, that 
our little ones are crowned with Victory, be- 
ore the Sword is drawn, or the Conflict be- 
un? Perhaps, the ſupreme Diſpoſer of Events, 
va Ip ſome — Snare of Temptation 
3 or ſome dreadful Storm of Adverſity 
impending. And why ſhould you be ſo dif- 
ſatisfhed, with that kind Precaution ; which 
houſed your pleaſant Plant, and removed into 
Shelter a tender Flower, before the Thunders 
roared: before the Lightnings flew : before the 
Tempeſt poured it's Rage ? - O remember] they 
are not loſt, but taken away from the Kuil to 
comas. n Salk. book vod rns 
At the ſame time, let Surviuers, doomed. to 
bear the Heat and Bunden of the Day, for their 
Encouragement reflect That it is more ho- 
nourable to have entered the · Liſts, and to have 
fought the good Fight, before they come off 


by Iſa, lvii. OY 
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Conquerors. They who have bore the 
W Croſs, and ſubmitted to afflictive Providences, 
= with a chearful Reſignation; have girded up 
& the Loins of their Mind, and performed their 
Maſter's Will, with an honeſt and perſevering 
Fidelity: —Theſe, having glorified their Re- 
deemer on Earth, will, probably, be as Stars of 
che firſt Magnitude in Heaven. They will ſhine 
Vith brighter Beams, be repleniſhed with ſtronger 
= Joys, in their Lord's everlaſting Kingdom. 
Nere lies the Grief of a fond Mother, and the 
= blaſted Expectation of an indulgent Father.— 
The Youth grew up, like a well-watered Plant; 
he ſhot deep, roſe high, and bid fair for Man- 
WE hood. But juſt as the Cedar began to tower, 
and promiſed, ere long, to be the Pride of the 
Wood, and Prince among the neighbouring 
Trees—Behold ! the Ax is ir unto the Root; 
the fatal Blow ſtruck; and all it's branching 
Honours tumbled to the Duſt.— And did he fall 
W alone? No: The Hopes of his Father that be- 
* bar him, and the pleaſing Proſpects of her that 
4 on him, fell, and were cruſhed together with 
e 
Doubtleſs, it would have pierced one's Heart, 
to have beheld the tender Parents, following the 
breathleſs Youth, to his long Home. - Perhaps, 
drowned: in Tears, and all- overwhelmed with 
Sorrows, they ſtood, like weeping Statues, on 
this very Spot. —Methinks, I ſee the deeply- 
diſtreſſed Mourners attending the ſad Solemnity. 
How they wring their Hands and pour Floods 
from their Eyes Is it Fancy? or do I really 
hear the paſſionate Mother, in an Agony of 
Affliction, taking her 1 Leave of the . 
bp - | a7: 
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of her Soul? Dumb ſhe remained, while the 
awful Obſequies were performing; dumb with 
Grief, and leaning: upon the Partner of her 
Woes. But now the inward Anguiſh ſtruggles 
for Vent; it grows too big to be repreſſed. She 
advances to the Brink of the Grave. All her 
Soul is in her Eyes. She faſtens one more 
Look upon the dear doleful Object, before the 
Pit ſhuts it's Mouth upon him. And as ſhe looks, 
ſhe cries in broken Accents, interrupted by 
many a riſing Sob, ſhe cries—* Farewell, my 
* Son! my Son! my only Beloved ! Would to 
* God I had died for thee ! —Farewell, my 
* Child! and farewell all my earthly Happt- 
% nels !—1I ſhall. never more ſee Good, in the 
* Land of the Living. Attempt not to Com- 
fort me. —I will go mourning, all my Days, 
„till my grey Hairs come down, with Sorrow, 
to the Grave.“ _ ; 5 
From this affecting Repreſentation, let Parents 
be convinced how highly it concerns them to 
cultivate the Morals, and ſecure the immortal 
Intereſts of their Children.—If you really love 
the Offspring of your own Bodies; if your 
Bowels yearn over thoſe amiable Pledges of con- 
jugal Endearment ; ſpare no Pains; give all 
Diligence, I intreat you, “ to bring them up in 
* the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord.“ 
Then, may you have Joy in their Life, or Con- 
ſolation in their Death. If their Span is pro- 
longed ; their unblameable and uſeful Conduct, 
will be the Staff of your Age, and a Balm for 
declining Nature. Or, if the Number of their 
Years be cut off in the Midſi, you may commit 
their Remains to the Duſt, with much the ſame 
c0omfortable 


* 
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W comfortable Expectations, as you ſend the Sur- 
W vivers to Places of genteel Education. You 
may commit them to the Duſt, with chearing 
Hopes of receiving them again to your Arms, 
enexpreſſibly improved in every noble and en- 
dearmg Accompliſhment. ä 
Tis certainly a ſevere Trial, and much more 


e afflictive, than I am able to imagine; to reſign 
s, a lovely blooming Creature, ſprung from 
y & your own Loins, to the gloomy Receſſes of Cor- 
y ruption. 7hus to reſign Him, after having 
0 been long dandled upon your Knees; united to 
pour Aﬀettions by a thouſand Ties of Tender- 
1- WE neſs; and now become, both the Delight of 


Ws your Eyes, and the Support of your Family! 
[To have ſuch a one torn from your Boſom, 
and thrown. into Darkneſs; doubtleſs, it mult 
be like a Dagger in your Hearts.—But O! how 
much more cutting to you, and confounding to 


che Child, to have the Soul ſeparated from God; 
to and, for ſhameful Ignorance, or early Impiety, 
al tranſmitted to Places of eternal Torment! How 
ve i aggravate your Diſtreſs, and add a 
ur cdiſtracting Emphajes to all your Sighs, if you 
n- Mould follow the pale Corpſe with theſe bitter 


Reflections! — © This Dear Creature, though 
* N capable of knowing Good from 
& Evil, is gone out of the World, before it had 


—— 
1 0 


1 
3 


learned the great Deſign of coming 2nto it. 
-A ſhort- lived momentàry Exiſtence, it re- 
ct, ceived from me; but no good Inſtructions, 
or 5 ; no holy Admonitions, nothing to further it's 
cir . Wellbeing in- that everlaſting State, * 
nit which it is now entered. The poor Body is 
ne conſigned to the Coffin, and carried out to 
le seln E 2 >. e 


16 MEDITATIO N 8 


* conſume away, in the cold and filent Grave. 
* —And what Reaſon have I to ſuppoſe, that 
* the precious Soul is in a better Condition? 
% May I not juſtly fear, that, ſentenced by the 
righteous Judge, 1t 1s going, or gone away, 
into the Pains of endleſs Puniſhment? — Per- 
* haps, while I am bewazlng it's untimely De- 
parture; it may be curſing, in outer Dark- 
* neſs, that ever to be deplored, that moſt cala- 
mitous Day, when it was born of ſuch a 
* careleſs, ungodly Parent, as I have been.“ 
Nothing, I think, but the Gnawings of that 
Worm which never dies, can equal the Anguiſh 
of theſe ſelf- condemning Thoughts. The Tor- 
tures of a Rack muſt be an eaſy Suffering, com- 
pared with the Stings and Horrors of ſuch a Re- 
morſe.— How earneſtly do I wiſh, that as many 
as are entruſted with the Management of Chil- 
dren, would take timely Care to prevent-theſe 
Scourges of Conſcience; by endeavouring to 
condudd their Minds into an early Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and a cordial Love of his Truth! | 
On this Hand is lodged One, whoſe Sepulchral 
Stone tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well 
. may the little Images, recl ined over the fleeping 
Aſhes, hang down their Heads with that penſive 
Air! None can conſider ſo mournful a Story, 
without fesling ſome Touches of ſympathizin 
Concern.— His Age Matte thy, oh ; his Death 
ſudden ; himſelf cut down in the Prime of Life, 


ce 


amidſt all the Vivacity and Vigour of Manhood; 
while © his Breaſts were full of Milk, and his 
Bones moiſtened with Marrow.”—Probably, 
he entertained no Apprehenſions of the evil 
Hour, And mdeed who could have pas 

f . „ that 
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mat ſo bright a Sun ſhould go down at Noon ? 
ro human Appearance, his Hill ſtood ſtrong. 
Length of Days ſeemed written in his ſangui ne 
Countenance. He ſolaced himſelf with the 


, i Froſpect of a long, long Series of earthly Satis- 


4% 
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e factions. —When, lo! an unexpected Siehe 
7 eſcends! deſcends from that mighty Arm, 
r- which © overturneth the Mountains - their 


ty Roots; and cruſhes the imaginary Hero, “ be- 
* fore the. Moth ;” as quickly, and more eaſily, 
4 nan our Fingers preſs ſuch a nels: fluttering 
Inſect to Death. 
; Perhaps, the nuhHHjE Toys W were all he thought 
at on. Were not ſuch the Breathings « of his en- 
Ny * Soul? “ Yet a very little While, and 
— Y *I ſhall poſſeſs. che utmoſt of my Wishes. I 
55 1 ball cal my Charmer mine; and, in her, en- 


e- 2 joy whatever my Heart can crave” ln the 
ny 70 idſt of ſuch enchanting Views, had fome faith- 
Ul- F Tul Friend but ſoſtly reminded him of an open- 
eſe Ning Grave, and the end of all Things; how an- 
to nal would he have reckoned the Admo- 

ion! Vet, though all warm with Life, and 


A dich! in a wee Bli, he was even then totter- 
1 122 11 ing 


ell bi. 19, — — — Ad in ar, ad modum, Tine. I retain 
ing WELL OD hy both as it is moſt ſuitable to my Purpoſe, and as it 
ive pairomzed. by ſome eminent Commentators ; 1 the cele- 

| reference to the 


105 drated Schulteng. Though I cannot but give the 


ry, Dpinion of à judicious Friend, who would render the Paſſage more 
ing rally, bes dre Face f A Moth : Making it to repreſent a 

wy Tse ou 45 frail, that even a Moth, 8 againſt it 
al ! it to Pie ic, b beſides it's loſer Cofref 13 a with 


ay da 
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orte be Hebrew, pteſents us with a mich finer Image 


5 : | ene Imbecuity. it certainly implies a. far Aer * 
1710 WITS re ont ed by the feeble lutter of the feebleſt 
85 „ bas A7 "as eaſily as that Ct atuke, by the 
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n is enn and beautiful ; i 
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ing upon the Brink of both. —Dreadful Viciſh- 
tude! to have the bridal * Feſtivity turned in- 
to the funeral Solemnity ! Deplorable Misfor- 
tune! to be ſhipwrecked in the very Haven! 
and to periſh even in Sight of Happineſs !-— 
What a memorable Proof 1s here of the Frailty 
of Man, in his beſt Eſtate! Look, O! look on 
this Monument, ye Gay and Careleſs ! Attend to 
this Date ; and boaſt no more of To-morrow ! 

Who can tell, but the Bride-maids, girded 
with Gladneſs, had prepared the Marriage-Bed? 
Had decked it with the richeſt Covers; and 
dreſſed it in Pillows of Down? When—Oh! 
truſt not in, Youth, or Strength, or in any thing 
mortal; for there is nothing certain, nothing to 
be depended on ; beneath the unchangeable 
God——Death, relentleſs Death, is making 
him another Kind of Bed in the Duſt of the 
Earth. Unto this he muſt be conveyed, not 
with a ſplendid Proceſſion of joyous Attendants ; 
but ſtretched in the gloomy apt and followed 
by a Train of Mourners. On this he muſt take 
up a lonely Lodging, nor ever be releaſed, 
till the Heavens are no more.“ In vain does 
the conſenting Fair-one put on her Ornaments, 
and expect her Spouſe. Did ſhe not, like Sz/era's 
Mother, look out of the Lattice ; chide the 165 
47; | lays 


* A Diſtreſs of this Kind is painted in very affecting Colours by 
Pliny, in an Epiſtle to Marcellinus ; O triſte plane acerbumque Funus ! 
Morte ipſa Mortis Tempus indignius . Fam deſtinata erat egregio 
Juveni; jam eleflus Nuptiarum Dies jam nos advocati. Quod 
Gaudium quo Marore mutatum eſt ! Non | pofum exprimere Verbis, 

uantum Animo vulnus acceperim, | quum audivi P um 
{ut multa luctuoſu Dolor invent præcipientem, quod in Veſtes, 
Margaritas, Gemmas, fuerat erogaturus, hoc in Fhura, Un- 

guenta, & Odores, iupenderetur. g 
| : Prix. Lib, V. Epiſt. 26. 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 19 


lays of her Beloved; and wonder © why his 


n- © Chariot was ſo long in coming?“ Little think- 
r- ing, that the intended Bridegroom had for ever 


We done with tranſitory Things! That now ever- 
W laſting Cares employ his Mind, without one 
We ſingle Remembrance of his lovely Lucinda! 
W Go, diſappointed Virgin! Go, mourn the Un- 
certainty of all created Bliſs! Teach thy Soul 
Ws to aſpire after a ſure and immutable Felicity l 
For the once gay and gallant Fidelio ſleeps in 
other Embraces ; even in the icy Arms of Death! 
nd Forgetful, eternally forgetful, of the World 
and ee. 

= Hitherto, one is tempted to exclaim againſt 
che King of Terrors, and call him capri— 


ciouſiy cruel, He ſeems, by beginning at the 
ng vrong End of the Regiſter, to have inverted the 
the Laus of Nature. Paſſing over the Couch of de- 


repit Age; he has nipped Infancy in it's Bud ; 


not 

ts ; blaſted Youth in it's Bloom, and torn up Man- 
ved iood in it's full Maturity. Terrible indeed are 
ake heſe Providences, yet not unſearchable the 
ed, MCounſels : 
oes 9 — | 4551 

nts, For us they jicken, and for us they die. * 

ras 


Such Strokes, muſt not only grieve the Re- 
Natives, but /urpri/e the whole Neighbourhood. 


lays They ſound a powerful Alarm to heedleſs 
irs by WW rcaming Mortals, and are intended as a Reme- 
t tor our carnal Security. Such Paſſing-Bells, 
071 culcate loudly our Lord's Admonition ; * Take 
erb, ve heed, watch, and pray : for ye know not, 
ip" when the Time is.”—We nod, like intoxicated 


l Creatures, 
* Night-Thoughts, 
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Creatures, upon the very Verge of a tremendous 
Precipice. Thele aſtoniſhing Diſpenſations, are 
the kind Meſſengers of Heaven; to rTouſe us 
from our /upineneſs, and quicken us into timely 
Circumſpettion. I need not, ſurely, accommo- 
date them with Lauguage, nor act as their In- 
terpreter. Let every one's Conſcience be awake, 
—1 this will appear their awful Meaning O 
* ye Sons of Men, in the midlt of Life you are 
% in Death. No ſtate, no Circumſtances, can 
aſcertain your Preſervation a ſingle Moment. 
* So /trong is the Tyrant's Arm, that nothing 
can reſifl it's Force; ſo true his Aim, that 
nothing can elude the Blow. Sudden as 
Lightning, ſometimes, 1s his Arrow launched ; 
and wounds, and kills, in the Twinkling of 
an Eye. Never promiſe yourlelves Safety in 
* any expedient, but conſtant Preparation. 
The fatal Shafts fly fo promiſcuouſly, that 
none can guels the next. Victim. Therefore, 
be ye always ready : for m fuch an Hour as ye 
* think not, the final Summons cometh.” 

Be ye always ready : for in ſuch an Hour as 
Ve think not—Important Admonition! Methinks, 
it reverberates from Sepulchre to Sepulchre ; 
and addreſſes me with Line upon Line, Precept 
upon Precept.—The reiterated Warning, I ac- 
knowledge, 1s too needful; may co-operating 
Grace, render it effeftual ! The momentous 
. Truth, though worthy to be engraved, on the 
Tables of a moſt tenacious Memory; is but 
ſlightly ſketched, on the tranſient Flow of Paſſion, 
We ſee our Neighbours fall; we turn pale at 
the Shock ; and feel, perhaps, a trembling 
Dread, No ſooner are they removed from gur 


Sight; 
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if Sight; but, driven in the Whirl of Buſineſs, or 


lulled in the Languors of Pleaſure, we forget 
me Providence, and neglett it's Errand. The 
Y Impreſſion made on our unſtable Minds, is like 
me Trace of an Arrow, through the penetrated 
Air; or the Path of a Keel, in the furrowed 
* Wave.—Strange Stupidity! To cure it, an- 
) * other tien u s me, from a Neighbour- 
'- Wing Stone. It contains the Narrative of an un- 
ey happy Mortal, ſnatched from his Friends, and 


hurried to the awful Bar; without Leiſure, either 
az i Eto take a aft Farewe! of the One, or to put up 


at ſo much as a jingle Prayer preparatory for the 
22 WE other : killed, according to the uſual Expreſſion, 
gl by a ſudden Stroke of Caſualty. | 

Was it then a random Stroke? Doubtleſs, the 
mn low came from an aiming, though inviſible 
NN land. God preſideth over the Armies of Hea- 


een; God ruleth among the Inhabitants of the 
Earth; and God conducteth, what Men call 
(Lance. Nothing, nothing comes to pals thro' 
Wa blind and undiſcerning Fatality. If Accidents 
Happen; they happen according to the exact 
EF ore-knowledge, and conformably to the de- 
terminate Counſels, of eternal Wiſdom. The 


pt Lord, with whom are the Iſſues of Death, ſigns 
ache Warrant, and gives the high Commiſſion. 
ung he ſeemingly fortuitous Diſaſter is only the 
tous 


en,, or the Inſtrument, appointed to execute 


of he ſupreme Decree. When the King of 1/rae! 
. -At a Venture, as he thought. But his Hand 


aas mortally Wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual 
5 Shot. A certain Man drew a Bow, at a Venture. 
as ſtrengthened, by an omnipotent Aid; and 
_ Hens ; | the 


gh a K 1 Kings xxii. 34. 
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the Shaft levelled, by an unerring Eye. So that, 
what we term Caſualty, is really Providence; 
accompliſhing deliberate Deſigns, but conceal- 
ing it's own Interpoſition.— How comforting 
this Reflection! Admirably adapted, to footh 
the throbbing Anguiſh of the Mourners, and 
compole their Spirits 1nto a quiet Submiſſion ! 
Excellently ſuited, to diſſipate the Fears of godly 
Survivors, and create a calm Intrepidity even 
amidit innumerable Perils ! 

How thn is the Partition, between this World 
and another! How hort the Franfition, from 
Time to Eternity! The Partition, nothing more 
than the Breath in our Noſtrils: and the Tran- 
ſition may be made, in the Twinkling of an Eye. 
—Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe from the 
Diverſion of a Card-Table, and dropt into the 
Dwellings of Darkneſs. - One Night, Corinna 
was all Gaiety in her Spirits, all Finery in her 
Apparel, at a magnificent Ball, The next 
Night, ſhe lay pale and ſtiff, an extended Corpſe, 
ans ready to be mingled with the mouldering 
Dead.—Young Atticus lived to ſee his ample 
and commodious Seat completed : but not to 
ſpend one joyous Hour, under the ſtately Roof. 


The Saſhes were hung, to admit the Day; but 


the Maſter's Eyes are cloſed in endleſs Night. 
The Apartments were furniſhed, to invite So- 
ciety or Adminiſter Repoſe; but their Lord reſts 
in the lower parts of the Earth, in the ſolitary, 
filent Chambers of the Tomb. The Gardens 
were planned, and a thouſand elegant Decora- 
tions deſigned; but alas! their intended Pol- 
ſeſſor, is gone down to“ the Place of Skulls ;" 
is gone 2 to the Valley of the Shadow of 


While 
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it, . While I am recolleQing, many, I queſtion 
e; {inot, are experiencing the 5 tragical Viciſſi- 
al- ude. The Eyes of that ſublime Being—who 
ns its upon the Circle of the Earth, and views all 
th ts Inhabitants with one comprehenſive Glance— 
nd ven now behold many Tents in Affliction. Such 


EA fliction, as overwhelmed the Egyptzans in that 
atal Night, when the Deſtroying Angel ſheathed 
en Mis Arrows in all the Pride of their Strength. — 

W&ome, ſinking to the Floor from their eaſy Chair, 
rid and deaf even amidit the piercing Shrieks of their 
om Jiſtracted Relations. Some, giving up the 
Phoſt, as they fit retired, or lie reclined under 
e ady Arbour, to taſte the ſweets of the 
overy Scene. — Some, as they ſail, aſſociated 
Pitch a Party of Pleaſure, along the dancing 
the tream, and through the laughing Meads. 

Por is the grim — mollified, though Wine 
Sd Muſic flow around. —Some intercepted, as 


1ext ey are returning Home; and ſome interrupted, 
ple, they enter upon an important Negotiation. 
ns Some arreſted, with the Gain of 7 in 
1ple eir Hands; and ſome ſurprized, in the very 
to et of Lewanefs, or the Attempt of Cruelty. 

oof, Wa Legions, Legions of Diſaſters, ſuch as no 


udence can foreſee, and no Care prevent, he 


ght. wait to accompliſh our Doom. A farting 
So- % may throw his Rider; may at once daſh 
reſts Body againſt the Stones, and fling his Soul 
ary, io the inviſible World. A Stack of Chimnies 


tomble into the Street, and cruſh the un- 
Oraàa- £ 


pry Paſſenger under the Ruins. Even a ſingle 
Poſ- le, Cropping from the Roof, may be as fatal 
Is :" the Fall of the whole Strufture.—So frail, ſo 
1 O 


ry attenuated is the Thread of Life, that it 
F 2 nme 
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not only burſts before the Storm, but breaks 
even at a Breeze. The molt common Occur- 
rences, thoſe, from which we ſuſpe& not the 
leaſt Harm, may prove the Weapons of our 
Deſtruction. A Grape ſtone, a delpicable Fly, 
may be more mortal than Goliath, with all his 
formidable Armour. —Nay, if God give Com- 
mand, our very Comforts become killing. The 
Air we breathe, is our Bane; and the Food we 
eat, the Vehicle of Death. Thar laſt Enemy 
Has, unnumbered Avenues for his Approach. 
Yea; lies intrenched in our very Boſom, and 
holds his Forteſs in the Seat of our Life. The 
Crimſon. Fluid, which diſtributes Health, is im- 
pregnated with the Seeds of Death. Heat may 
inflame it, or Toil oppreſs it; and make it 
deſtroy the Parts, it was deſigned to cheriſh, 
Some unſeen Impediment may obſtruct it's 
Paſſage, or ſome unknown Violence may divert 
it's Courſe; in either of which Caſes, it acts the 
Part of a poiſonous Draught, or a deadly Stab. 


A im what Perils is vain Life engagd 1. 
Mat ſlight Neglects, what trivial Faults deft roy 
* The hardieſt Frame Of mdolence, of Tow 
Ile die, of Want, of Superſluim. 
Ne all-ſurrounding Heav'n, the vital Air, 
k d Death: > 1 be a3 g 
N 38 Hod | 1 5113 24-90 1 


Since then we are ſo liable toe diſpoſſeſſed 
of this earthly Tabertacſe, let Us look upon 
Ourſelves only as {enants. wt aut A? hold 
Ourſelves in perpetual Readinefs;! to depart ata 
Moment's Warning. Without ſuch an HAνEƷ ud 
Readineſs, we are like Wretches, that ſleep on 
the Top of a Maſt, while a horried Gulpb 
yawns 


Vans, or furious Waves rage, below. And 
here can be the Peace, what the Satisfaction, 
of ſuch a State ?—Whereas, a prepared Condi- 
ton will inſpire a Chearfulneſs of Temper, not 
to be diſmayed by any alarming Accident; and 
WE create a Firmneſs of Mind, not to be overthrown 

Eby the moſt threatning Dangers. When the City 
is fortified with Walls, furniſhed with Proviſion, 


* o 
+ © 


guarded by able and reſolute Troops; what 
have the Inhabitants to fear? what may they 


10 not enjoy ? So, uſt ſo, or rather by a much 
ad ſſurer Band, are connected the real Taſte of Lite, 


. nd the conſtant Thought of Death. 
I ſaid, Our very comforts may become killing. 
And ſee the Truth inſcribed by the Hand, 
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8 . ealed with the Signet, of Fate. The Marble, 
Ih. Mrhich graces yonder Pillar, informs me, that, 
its ear it, are depoſited the Remains of Sophronia, 


e much lamented Sophronta, who died in 
Aildbed.— How often does this Calamity hap- 
en! The Branch ſhoots ; but the Stem withers. 
he Babe ſprings to Light; but She that bare 
im, breathes her laſt. She gives Life, but gives 
== (O pitiable Conſideration !) at the Expence of 
er own; and becomes, at once, a Mother, and 
= C07 /c.—Or elle, Perhaps, She expires in ſevere 


5 192 and is Herſelf a Tomb for her Infant; 
hie the melancholy Complaint of a Monarch's 
of oe, is the Epitaph for them both; The Chil- 
eſſe 7c: are come to the Birth, and there is not 
a pon engt h to bring forth*, Leſs to be lamented, 
hold my Opinion, thts misfortune, than the other. 
t at Fetter, for the tender ſtranger, to be ſtopped 
61 the Porch ;/ than to enter, only to converſe 


with 
® Ia, xxxyii. 3. 
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with Affliction. Better, to find a Grave in the 
Womb; than to be expoſed on a hazardous 


World, without the Guardian of it's infan- 


tile Years, without the faithful Guide of it's 
Youth: « © | 

This Monument is diſtinguiſhed by it's finer 
Materials, and more delicate Appendages, It 
ſeems to have taken it's Model from an affluent 
Hand; directed by a generous Heart; which 
thought it could never do enough for the De- 
cealed.—It ſeems, allo, to exhibit an emblema- 
tical Picture of Sophronta's Perſon and Accom- 
pliſhments. Is her Beauty, or, what is more 
than Beauty, her white rob'd Innocence, repre- 
ſented by the ſnowy Colour ? The © Surface, 
ſmoothly poliſhed, like her amiable Temper, 
and engaging Manners. The Whole adorned, 
in a well judged Medium, between extravagant 
Pomp, and ſordid Negligence; like her undiſ- 
ſembled Goodneſs, remote from the leaſt Oſten- 


tation, yet in all Points exemplary.—But ah 


how vain, were all theſe endearing Charms 
How vain, the Luſtre of thy ſprightly'Eye1 Ho 
vain, the Bloom of thy bridal Youth'! Hon 
vain, the Honours of thy ſuperior Birth! How 
unable to fecure the lovely Poſſeſſor, from the 
ſavage Violence of Death !—How ineffectual, the 
univerſat Eſteem of thy Acquaintance; the 
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ou lov'd, how valu'd once, uvails Thee mot ; 
o whom related, or by whombegot '  .,., 

Heap of Dujt alone remains of Thee 5;'.., 1; 
1 i *Zasall I you art/-andallthePRoOUD hall be*! 
We PorE's Majcell. 
p FN > fy Yet, 
= * Theſe Verſes are inſcribed on a ſmall, but elegant Monument, 
ately erected in the great Church at Northampton. Which, in 'the 
Miieroglyphical Decorations, correſponds with the Deſcription intro- 
% gp above. In this Circumſtance particularly, that it is dedicated te 
ie Memory of an amiable Woman, Mrs. ANNE STONHOOUSE; 
be excellent Wife of my worthy Friend Dr. STON HOUSE. Who 
OM- {Tas ſcen all the Powers of that Healing Art, to which I, and ſo many 
wink WEgthers, have been greatly indebted, failing in their Attempts to pre- 
ere a Life dearer to Him than his own, ns 1 


4 
— 


pre- 51 5 
Face, 25 Py Nec praſunt Domino, qua proſunt omnibus, Artes, . \ 
per, MW: No longer his all Healing Art avails; 
50 4 RR But ev'ry Remedy it's Matter fails, : 
oant che Midſt of this tender Diſtreſs, He has 8 ſome Kind of 
dil. onſolation, even from the ſepulchral Marble. By teaching it to 
ck, at once, his Eſteem for her Memory ; and his Veneration'for 
{ten- x: Religion, which She ſo eminently adorned. - Nor could this be 
ah! re fignificantly done, than by eme up her Charakter, in that 
| noiſe, but comprehenſive Sentence, A gl CERE CHRISTIAN, 
NS % enough, to be the Motto for a mourning Ring; yet as coot- 


WW -/icn/ive, as the moſt | enlarged Sphere of perſonal, ſacial, and re- 
gious Worth. For, whatſoeyer Things are 2 ; whatſoeve Thin 
. Howl ; 9 Tings are of good Report ; are they not? 
"of in that grand and noble aa Se A feecere Curt ſtian - 
8 "1 he firſt Lines, conſidered in ſuch a Connetlion, are wonderfully 


. 
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2 ſeems te have been lol, rides 
breaks out ,igto' this © 


Sofarthier 


ms; the qniverf 
Birth which d 


ſur- 
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| Yet, though unable to divert the Stroke, 
Chriſtianity is ſovereign to pluck out the Sting 
of Death. Is not this the filent AID 5 
"MD thoſe 


viving Hufband, - Amidſt the Group of monumental Marbles, which 
are laviſh of their Panegyric ; kts, I think, reſembles the incompar- 
able Addreſs of the Painter. Who, having placed, round a beautiful 
expiring Virgin, her Friends in all the Agonies of Grief ; repreſent- 
ed the unegualled Anguiſh of the Father, with far (rower Livelineſs 
and Strength, or rather with an inexpreſſible Emphaſis, by drawing 
a Veil over his Face. 

If the laſt Lines, are a wide Departure from the beaten Track of 
our Modern Epitaphs, and the very Reverſe of their high-flown 
Compliments, - | 


A Heap of Duſt alone remains of Thee ! 
'Tis all THOU art and all the PROUD hall be |! 


they are not without a Precedent, and one of the moſt conſumate 
Kind. Since they breathe the very Spirit of that ſacred Elegy, in 
which all the Heart of the Hero and the Friend. ſeems to be diſſolved; 
How are the Mighty fallen, and the Weapons of War perifhed! 
2 Sam, i. 27,—They remind the Reader, of that awfu Leſſon, 
which was originally dictated by the ſupreme Wiſdom ; Duſt thou art, 
and unto Duſt thou ſhalt Return, Ges: iii. 19.—They inculcate, 
with all the Force of the moſt convincing Evidence, that ſolemn; Ad- 
monition, delivered by the Prophet; Ceaſe Ye from Man, \ whoſe 
Breath is in his Noftrils ; for wherein is HE to be accounted of ? 


' Iſa. ii. 22. 


That no Reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the Seuſe and 
Deſign of this Part of the fourth Line, | | 


Ni ALL Thou art / 


it is guarded above and bencath.— Above, is an expanded Book, that 
ſeems to be waved, with an Air of Triumph, over the Emblem of 
Death. Which we cannot but ſuppoſe to be the Volume of Inſpirai- 
on, as it exhibits a Sort of . Latin of it's whole Contents, in 
thoſe animated Words; Be YE NOT sLoTHruLlL, Eur Forrow- 
ERS OF THEM, WHO THROUGH FAITH AND PATIENCE INHE- 
RIT THE PROMISES, Heb. vi. 12.—Bencath, that every Part 
might be pregnant with Inflruttion, are thoſe ſtriking Reflections; 
worthy the Conſideration of the kigheſt Proficient in Knowledge and 
Piety, yet obvious to the Underſtanding of the moſt untaught Reader; 
LITE now $HORT! ETERNITY, HOW LonG!— May. my Soul 
learn the forcible Purport of this ſhort Leſſon, in her contratted Span 
of Time! and all Eternity will not be too long, to rejoice in having 


learned it, 
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thoſe Lamps, which burn, and of that Heart, 
which flames; of thoſe Palms, which flouriſh, - 
and of that Crown, which glitters, in the well- 
imitated and gilded Marble? Do they not, to 
the diſcerning Eyes, deſcribe the Vigilance of 
her Faith; the Fervency of her Devotion; her 


dem, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
{hall give her at that Day“? n 
Ho happy the Huſband, in ſuch a Sharer of 
his Bed, and Partner of his Fortunes! Their In- 
clinations- were nicely turned Unz/ons, and all 
their Converſation was Harmony. How filken 
the Yoke to ſuch a Pair, and what Bleſſings were 
twiſted with ſuch Bands! Every oY, Was 
heightened, and every Care alleviated. Noth- 
ing ſeemed wanting to conſummate their Bliſs, 
but a hopeful Progeny, riſing around them. 
That they might ſee themſelves, multiplied in 
their Little ones; ſee their mingled Graces, 
transfuſed into their Offspring; and. feel the 
Glow of their Affection augmented, by being 
reflected from their Children. Grant us this 
Gift, ſaid their united Prayers, and our Satis- 
* factions are crowned : We requeſt no more.“ 
Alas! how blind are Mortals to future Events! 
How unable to diſcern, what is really Good +! 
Give me Children, ſaid Rachel, or elſe I die g. 
An Ardor of Impatience, altogether unbecom- 
ing; and as miſtaken, as it was unbecoming. 

[un ng Sow +8 Nn e hol} 0 01 hugiedo ry ‚ 
- + Neſcia Mens Hominum Fati, Sortiſque future 1 © 


Turo Tempus erit, magno cum 3 emptu m . 
I ntadtum Pallanta & cum Spolia iſta Diemuue 


1 Gen. xxx. 1. 


Victory over the World; and the celeſtial Dia- 
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She dies, not by the Diſapointment, but by the 
Accompliſhment, of her Deſire. If Children are, 
to Parents, like a flowery Chaplet, whoſe Beau- 
ties bloſſom with Ornament, and whoſe Odours 
breathe delight ; Death, or ſome fell Misfortune, 
may find Means to entwine themſelves with the 
lovely Wreath. Whenever our Souls are poured 
out, with paſſionate Importunity, after any In- 
ferior Acquiſition ; it may be truly ſaid, in the 
Words of our Divine Maſter, Ye know not what 
Ye ajk.—Does Providence with-hold the thing 
that we long for? It denies in Mercy; and only 
with-holds the Occaſion of our Miſery, perhaps 
the Inſtrument of our Ruin. With a fickly 
Appetite, We often lothe what is wholſome, and 
hanker after our Bane. Where Imagination 
dreams of unmingled Sweets; There, Expert- 
ence frequently "I the Bitterneſs of Woe. - 
Therefore, may we covet immoderately, 
neither this nor that Form of earthly Felicity; 
but refer the Whole of our Condition, to the 
Choice of unerring Wiſdom, May we learn to 
renounce our own Will; and be ready to make 
a Sacrifice of our warmeſt Wiſhes; whenever 
they run counter to the good Pleaſure of God. 
For, indeed, as to obey his Laws, is to be per- 


fectly free; fo, to reign Ourſelves to his Dil 


olal, is to etabliſi our own Happinels, and to 
be {ecure from Fear of Evil. at ate Heh 
Here, a ſmall and plain Stone is placed upon 
the Ground. Purchaſed, one would imagine, 
from the little Fund, and formed by the Hand, 
of Frugality itfelf, Nothing coſtly: not one 
Decoration added: only a very ſhort, Inſcrip- 
tion; and that ſo effaced, as to be fcarcely in- 
telligible. 
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telligible.—Was the Depoſitary unfaithful to 
It's Froſt ? Or were the Letters worn, by the 
frequent Reſort of the ſurviving Family ; to 
mourn over the Grave, of a moſt Abe and 
beloved Relative? —For I perceive, upon a 
cloſer Inſpettion, that it covers the Remains of 
a Father. A religious Father ; ſnatched from 
his growing offspring, before they were ſettled 
in the World, or ſo much as their Principles 
fixed by a thorough Education. | 

This, ſure, is the moſt complicated Diſtreſs, 
that has hitherto come under our Conſideration. 
The Solemnities of ſuch a dying Chamber, are 
ſome of the moſt melting and melanchol 
Scenes imaginable.—There hes the affettionate 
Huſband ; the indulgent Parent ; the faithfal 
Friend; and the generous Maſter. He lies in 
the laſt Extremities, and on the very Point of 
Diſſolution. Art has done it's All. The rag- 
ing Diſeaſe mocks the Power of Medicine. It 
haſtens, with reſiſtleſs Impetuoſity, to execute 
it's dreadful Errand; to rend aſunder the ſilver 
Cord of Life, and the more delicate Tye of ſo- 
cial Attachment, and conjugal affection. 

A Servant or two, from a revering Diſtance, 
caſt many a wiſhful Look, and condole their 
honoured Maſter in the Language of Sighs. 
The condeſcending Mildneſs of his Commands, 
was wont to produce an Alacrity of Obedience, 
and render their Service a Pleaſure. The Re- 
membrance of both imbitters their Grief, and 
makes it trickle plentifully down their honeſt 
Cheeks.— His Friends, who have ſo often 
ſhared his joys, and gladdened his Mind with 
their enlivening Converſe, now are miſerable 

11631. 20 0). & 99> enorten , 
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Comforters. A ſympathizing and mournful 
Pity, is all the Relief, they are able to contri- 
bute ; unleſs 1t be augmented by their filent 
Prayers for the Divine — and a Word of 
Conſolation ſuggeſted from the Scriptures“. 
Thoſe poor innocents, the Children, .croud 
around the Bed; drowned in Tears, and almoſt 
frantic with Grief, they ſob out their little 
Souls, and paſſionately cry ; © Will he leave 
** Us? Leave Us, in a helpleſs Condition! 
* Leave Us, to an injurious World !” 
Theſe ſeparate Streams are all united in the 
diſtreſſed Spouſe, and overwhelm her Breaſt 
with an impetuous Tide of Sorrows. In her, 
the Lover weeps; the Wife mourns; and all 
the Mother yearns. To Her, the Loſs is be- 
yond' Meaſure aggravated, by Months and 
Years of delightful Society, and exalted 
Friendſhip. —Where, alaſs! can She meet with 
ſuch unſuſpetted Fidelity, or repoſe ſuch unre- 
ſerved Confidence? Where find ſo diſcreet a 
Counſellor; ſo improving. an Example; anda 
Guardian ſo ſedulouſly attentive, to the Inte- 
reſts of herſelf, and her Children ?--See! how {he 
hangs over the oy Coors Bed; moſt tenderly 
ſolicitous to prolong a Lite, important and de- 
firable far beyond her own. Or, if that be im- 
practicable, no leſs tenderly officious to footh 
the laſt Agonies of her dearer Self, —Her 
1141991] | | 91118 Hands, 
* Texts of Scripture, proper for ſuch an Oeccaſion; containing. | 
Promiſes—of Support under Affliction, Lam. iii. 32. Heb. xii. b. 
2 Con. iv. 1. of Pardon, Tſai. liii. 5. Jai. i. 18. 1 Jolin ii. 1, 2. 
Atts x. 43.—0of Juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Rom, viii. 92754 2 Cor. 
v. 21.—of Victory over Death, P/alm xxiiji. 4. Phalm lxxiii. 26. 
1 Cor. xv. 56, 57. — f a happy Reſurgettion, John vi, 40. 2 Cœ. v. 1. 
A. vii 16. 7. 
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5 
b Hands, trembling under direful ir © 7 ri 
Wons, wipe the cold Dews from the livid Cheeks; 
and ſometimes ſtay the ſinking Head on her 
enmle Arms, ſometimes reſts it on her com- 
Wpaſſionate Boſom.— See! how ſhe gazes, with a 
peechleſs Ardor, on the pale Countenance, and 
Wncagure Features. Speechleſs her Tongue; 
| but ſhe looks unutterable Things. While all 
er ſoft Paſſions throb with unavailing Fond- 
Wc, and her very Soul bleeds with exquiſite 
WAnguiſh. © | 
. The Sufferer, all patient and adoring, ſub- 
its to the divine Will: and, by Submiſſion, 
Wccomes ſuperior to his Affliction. He is ſen- 
ibly touched with the diſconſalate State of his 
ttendants; and pierced with an anxious Con- 
ern, for his Wife and his Children. His Wite, 
ho will ſoon be a deſtitute Widow; His Chil- 
Aren, who will ſoon be helpleſs Orphans. © Yet, 
though caſt down, not in Deſpair.” He is 
Freatly refreſhed, by his Truſt in the everlaſting 
Covenant, and his Hope of approaching Glory. 
Religion gives a Dignity to Diſtreſs. At each 
Interval of Eaſe, he comforts his very Comfort- 
Ws; and ſuffers with all the Majeſty of Woe. 
The Soul, juſt going to abandon the tottering 
lay, colletts all her Force, and exerts her lajt 
fforts. The good Man raiſes himſelf on his 
er illow; extends a kind Hand to his Servants, 
hich is bathed in Tears; takes an affecting 
arewel of his Friends; claſps his Wife in a 
Eble Embrace; kiſſes the dear Pledges of 
eir mutual Love; and then pours all that 
mains of Life and of Strenth, in the follow- 
„s Words: —“ I die, my dear Children: but 
God, 


— — —— —_ 
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God, the everlaſting God, will be with you. 
„Though You loſe an earthly Parent; You 
© have a Father in Heaven, who lives for ever- 
more. Nothing, nothing but an unbelieving 
Heart, and . Lite, can ever ſeparate Wi 
* You, from the Regards of his Providence— Wl 
from the Endearments of his Love.” 

He could proceed no farther. His Heart was 
full; but Utterance failed. After a ſhort Pauſe, 
with Difficulty, great Difficulty, he added;— 
* You, the dear Partner of my Soul, You are 
© now the only Protector of our Orphans.---I 
leave you under a Weight of Cares.--But God, 

* who 3 the Cauſe of the Widow---God 
** whole Promiſe 1s Faithfulneſs and Truth--- 
* God hath ſaid, I will never leave Thee, nor 
* forjaxe thee*.---This revives my drooping 
** Sprits---Let this ſupport the Wife of my Bo- 
* ſom---And now, 6 Father of Compathons, 
into thy Hands I commend my „ 
raged by thy promiſed Goodneſs, I leave my 
* fatherleſs” 

Here, He fainted; fell back upon the Bed; 
and lay, for ſome Minutes, bereft of his Senſes. 
As a Taper, upon the very point of Extinction, 
is ſometimes ſuddenly re-kindled, and leaps into 
a quivering Flame: So Lie, before it totally 
expired, gave a parting Struggle, and once 
more 2 Abroad from the opening Eye- 
Itds.--He would fain have ſpoke; fam have ut- 
tered. the Sentence, he . More than 
once he aſſayed: but the Organs of Speech, 
were become like a broken Veſſel; and 9 

| | * ICOXTE®, put 
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Nut the obſtructing Phlegm, rattled in his 
WW hroat. His Aſhect, however, ſpoke Affection 
expreſſible. With all the Father, all the 
. ſtill living in his Looks; he takes one 
Wore View of thoſe dear Children, whom he 
ad often beheld with a parental Triumph. 
e turns his dying Eyes on that beloved Woman, 
hom he never beheld but with a Glow of De- 
ight. Fixed in this Poſture, amidſt Smiles 
1 Love, and under a Gleam of Heaven, they 

hine out their laſt. hes 
Upon this the filent Sorrow burſt into loud 
aments. They weep, and refuſe to be com- 
ported. Till ſome length of Time, had given 
ent to the Exceſs of Paſſion; and the Conſo- 
ations of Religion, had ſtanched their blee-d 
g Woes. Then the afflicted Family ſearch 
or the Sentence, which fell unfiniſhed from 
oſe loved, thoſe venerable, and pious Lips. 
hey find it recoded by the Prophet Jeremah, 
ontaining the Direction of infinite Wiſdom, 
nd the Promiſe of unbounded Goodneſs ;— 
eave thy fatherleſs Children; I will preſerve 
em alive; and let thy Widows truſt in mex. 
his, now, is the comfort of their Life, and the 
Joy of their Heart. They treaſure it up in 
heir Memories. It is the beſt of Legacies, and 
n nexhauſiable Fund. A Fund, which will 
pply all their Wants, by entailing the Bleſ- 
ngs of Heaven, on all their honeſt Labours. 
hey are rich; they are happy; in this ſacred 
ledge of the Divine Favour. They fear no 
vil; they want no good; becauſe God is their 
ortion, and their Guardian God. 

Fray No 


Jerem, xlix, 11. 
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No ſooner turned from one Memento of my 
own, and Memorial of another's Deceaſe, but 
a ſecond, a third, a long Succeſſion of theſe 
melancholy Monitors, croud upon my Sight“. 
That which has fixed my Obſervation, is one 
of a more grave and feeble Afpectthan the former. 
I ſuppole, it preſerves the Relics of a more aged 
Perſon. One would conjetture, that he made 
ſomewhat of a Figure, in his Station among thei 
Living; as his Monument does, among the 
Funeral Marbles. Let me draw near, and in 
quire of the Stone ; © Who, or what, is beneath 
* 1t's Surface?“ -I am informed, he was once 
the Owner of a conſiderable Eſtate ; which wal 
much improved, by his own Application an 
Management: That, he left the World in the 
buſy Period of Life ; advanced a little beyond 
the Meridian. Ws 

Probably, replied my muſing Mind, one 0 
thoſe indeſatigable Drudges, who riſe early 
late take Reſt; and eat the Bread of Careful 
neſs ; not to ſecure the Loving-kindneſs of th 
Lo RD: not to make Proviſion for any'reafor 
able Neceſlity : but only to amajs together te 

thouſand times more, than they can poſhbj 
_uje.——Did he not lay Schemes for enlarging hi 

ortune, and aggrandizing his Family? Didi 
not purpoſe to join Field to Field, and ad 
Houte to Houſe ; till his Poſſeſſions were almo 
as vaſt, as his Deſires ? That, then, he would 

fit down, and enjoy what he had acquire 
-breathe a while 187 his toilſome Purſuit 

— Plyrima Mortis Imago. VIC. 
1 — — — Hac mente laborem 


2 Sefe ferre, ſenes ut in otia tuta recedant, 
Atunt, cum fibi ſint conjeſta cibaria,——a— Hon. 


AMONG THE TOMBS, _- 37 


WT hings temporal, and, perhaps, think a little 
f Things eternal. 6 3 
Zut ſee the Folly of worldy Wiſdom ] How filly, 
Wow Childfſh, is the Sagacity of (what is cal- 
Ned) manly and maſterly Prudence; when it con- 
Wrives more ſolicitouſly for TIME, than it pro- 
ides for ETERNITY! How ſtrangely infatua- 
ed are thoſe ſubtil Heads; which weary them- 
; elves, in concerting Meaſures for Phantoms of a 
ay; and ſcarce beſtow a Thought, on everlaſt- 
; ng Realities— When every wheel moves on 
Wnoothly; when all the well-diſpoſed Deſigns 
re ripening apace for Execution; and the 
Wong expected Criſis of Enjoyment ſeems to Ap- 
proach; behold! God from on high laughs at 
he Babel - builder. Death touches the Bubble, 
nd it breaks; it drops into nothing. The Cob- 
eb, moſt finely ſpun indeed, but more eaſily 
diſlodged, is {wept away in an Inſtant; and all 
he abortive projects are buried, in the ſame 
rave with their Projector. So true is that 


pn. theſe /ucceſsful Unfortunates: © They walk 
in a vain Shadow, and diſquiet themſelves in 
Vain.“ a bs 
Speak, ye that attended ſuch a one in his laſt 
lmutes;. ye that heard his expiring Sentiments ; 
ud he not cry out, in the Language of diſſap- 
ointed Senſuality? O Death; how terrible is 
thy Approach to a Man immerſed in ſecular 


ending Hereaſter { Where, alaſs! is 


the Knowledge, and of being dextrous in the 
K Diſpatch, 


Pſal. xxxix. 6. 


erdict, which the Wiſdom from above paſſes, 


Cares, and void of all Concern for thg,neFer- 
* is the Pro- 
fit, where the Comfort, of entering deep into 
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© Diſpatch, of earthly Affairs; - ſince I have, all 
e the while, neglected the One Thing Needful ! 
* Deſtructive Miſtake ; I have been attentive to Wl 


* every inferior Intereſt; I have laid myſelf out on 


* the Trifles of a Moment ; but have dfregard- ? 
Ol 


*ed Heaven; have forgot eternal Ages 


* that my Days”--Here, he was going on to breath 
ſome fruitleſs Wiſhes; or to form, I know not 


what, ineffectual Reſolutions. But a ſudden 


Convulſion ſhook his Nerves ; diſabled his 


Tongue; and, in leſs than an Hour, diſſolved his 
Frame. | 


May the Children of this World be warned, 


by the dying Words of an unhappy Brother; 
and gather Advantage, from his Misfortune.— 


Why ſhould they pant, with ſuch impatientÞj 
Ardor, after white and yellow Earth; as if the 


Univerſe did not afford ſufficient, for every one 


to take a little? Why ſhould they lade them - 
ſelves with thick Clay; when they are to rung 
* for an incorruptable Crown, and preſs to- 
* wards the Prize of their high Calling?” Why 
ſhould they overload the Veſſel, in which 
their everlaſting ALL is embarked;' or fill their 
Arms with Superfluities, when they are to {win 
for their Lives? et, ſo prepoſterous is the 
Conduct of thoſe Perſons, who are all /ndujſtry, 


to heap up an Abundance of the Wealth which 


periſheth; but are ſcarce ſo much as famtly di 


furous, of being rich towards God. 5 
O! that we may walk, through all theſe glitter 
ing Toys, at leaſt with a wiſe Indifference, 1 


not with a ſuperior Diſdain! Having enough 
for the Conveniences of Life, let us only accom: 


modate ourſelves with Things below, and lay up 


Ou 


pur Treaſures in the Regions above.—Whereas, 
f we indulge an anxious Concern, or laviſh an 
Snordinate Care, on any tranſitory Poſſeſſions; 
Sc ſhall rivet them to our Affections with ſo 
rm an Union, that the utmoſt Severity of Pain 
uſt attend the ſeparating Stroke. By ſuch 
n cager Attatchment, to what will certainly 
de raviſhed from us; we ſhall only inſure to 
WDurlclves accumulated Anguiſb, againſt the ago- 
Whizing Hour, We ſhall plant, aforehand, our 
ping Pillow with Thorns“. | 
Some, Iperceive, arrived at Threeſcore Years 
nd Ten, before they made their Exit ; nay, 
Wome few reſigned not their Breath, till they had 
umbered Fourſcore revolving Harveſts. Theſe, 
W would hope, “remembered their Creator 
in the Days of their Youth ;” before their 
Wtrength became Labour and Sorrow :—Before 
at low Ebb of languiſhing Nature, when 7he 
eepers of the Houſe tremble, and thoſe that look 
„% the Windows are darkened + : when even 
e Lighting down of the Graſhopper, is a Bur- 
non the bending Shoulders; and Defrre it- 
lf /ails in the liftleſs, lethargic Soul. Before 
pole heavy Hours come, and thoſe tireſome 
oments draw nigh; in which, there is too 
uch Reaſon to ſay, © We have 1:0 pleaſure in 
m,; no © Improvement from them,” g 
E 2 14114 


Lean not on Earth ; *twill pierce thee to the Heart; 
A broken Reed at beſt, but oft a Spear: 4 
On it's ſharp Point Peace bleeds, and Hope expires. 
in ONE Vo Night-Thoughts, No. III. 
| Fr Eccleſe xii. g, 3. | I need not remind my Reader, that, by the 
er of theſe —_ Expreſſions, is ſigni ed the enervated State 
he Hands and Arms ; by the latter, the Dimneſs of the Eyes, or 
total Loſs of Sight : that, taken in Connexion with other Parts of 
JU Chapter, they exhibit, in a Series of bold and lively Metaphors, 
eſeription of the various Infirmities attendant on Old Age. 
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If their Lamps were unfurniſhed with Oil; 
how unfit muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit Cir— 
cumſtances, to go to the Market, and buy “* 
For, beſides a Variety of Diforders, ariſing from 
the enfeebled Conſtitution ; their Corruptions 
muſt be ſurpriſingly ſtrengthened, by ſuch a 
long Courſe of Irreligion. Evil Habits muſt 

have ſtruck the deepeſt Root; muſt have twiſt- 

ed themſelves with every Fibre of the Heart; 
and be as thoroughly ingrained in the Diſpoſi- 
tion, as the Soot in the Ethioptan's Complexion, 

or the Spots in the Leopard's Skin. If fuch a 

One, under ſuch Diſadvantages, ſurmounts all 
the Difficulties, which he in bis Way to Glory; 
it muſt be a great and mighty Salvation indeed. 

If ſuch a One eſcapes Deſtruction, and is ſaved 
at the laſt; it mull, without all peradventure, 
beſo as by Firet. © 11650 
This is the Seaſon, which ſtands in need of 
Comfort, and is very improper to enter upon 
the Conflict. The Huſbandman ſhould now be 
putting in his Sickle, or eating the Fruit of his 
Labours; not beginning to break up the 
Ground, or ſcatter the Seed. — Nothing, tis 
true, is impoſſible with God: He ſaid, Let 
* there be Light, and there was Light Inſtantane- 

' ous Light, diffuſed as quick as Thought, thro 
all the diſmal Dominion of primeval Darkneſs. 

At his Command, a Leproſy of the longeſt Con- 
tinuance; and of the utmoſt Inveteracy; departs 
in a Moment, He can, in the Greatneſs of his 
Strengch, quicken the Wretch who. has lain 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, not Fbur Days 
..- quly, but Fourfcore Vears.— Vet truſt not, 0 
eln, b os: ey Io NL ONES truſt 
Mau, av, 99 G0. lf. 16. 
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mence Felicity: 


Sportſman coming by obſerves the 


— —— —— —— 
——ää— OE — ũ— — — — — — 


AMONG THE TOMBS, 46, 
truſt not, a Point of ſuch inexpreſible Import- 


ance, to ſo dreadful an Uncertainty, God may 
ſuſpend his Power; may withdraw his Help; 
may {wear in his Wrath, that ſuch Abuſers of his 
Long-ſuffering ſhall © never enter into his Reſt.” 


Ve therefore, that are vigorous in Health, 
and blooming in Years, improve the precious op- 


portunity. Improve your 2 Hours, to 


the nobleſt of all Purpoſes: ſuch as may render 
You meet, for the Inheritance of Saints in 


Light; and aſcertain your Title to a State of 


immortal Youth, to a Crown of eternal Glory“. 
—Stand not, all the Prime of your Day, 
idle: trifle no longer with the Offers of this im- 
but make Haſte, and delay 
not the Time, to keep God's Commandments. 


While you are loitering in a gay Inſenſibility, 


Death may be bending his Bow, and marking 
er out for ſpeedy Victims. Not long ago, I 


appened to ſpy a thoughtleſs 7a). The poor 
Bird was idly buſted, in dreſſing his prettyPlumes; 


or hopping careleſly, from Spray to 1 A 


Rover. Immediately he lifts the Tube, and le- 
vels his Blow. Swifter than Whirlwind flies 


the leaden Death; and, in a Moment, lays the 


filly 


* May 1 be permitted to recommend, as a Treaſure of ineftimable 


Value, and a Treatiſe particularly appoſite to my Subject, Da, LU- 


CAS's Inquiry arrzr HATTYIx ESS That Part elpecially, which 


diſplays. the Method, and enumerates the Advantages, of Improving 


Life, or living much in a little Time, Chap. III. p- 1 58. of the 
bth Edit.— An Author; in whom the Gentleman, the Scholar, and 


the Chriſtian, are moſt, happily united. enen. which, in 


Point of ſolid Argument, unaffected Piety, and a Vein of Thought 
amazingly” fertile, has, perhaps, no Superior, —Nor can I wiſh m 
Reader a more refined Pleaſure, or a more ſubflantial Happineſs ; than 
that of having the Sentiments of this entertaining and 1 | 
Wove into the very Texture of his Heart, * 


eathered 
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ſilly Creature, breathleſs on the Ground.— 
Such, /uch, may be the fate of the Man, who 
has a fair Occaſion of obtaining Grace To- day; 
and wantonly poſtpones the Improvment of it, 
till To-morrow. He may be cut off, in the 
midſt of his Folly; and ruined for ever, while 
he 1s dreaming o being wiſe hereafter. 
wo doubt, _ 10 their laſt Re- 
treat, full of Piety, and full of Days; as a 
* Shock of Corn A with Age, and laden with 
* Plenty, cometh 1n, in his ae *. — Theſe 
were Children of Light, and wz/e in their Ge- 
neration. Wiſe with that exalted Wiſdom, 
which cometh from above; and with that endu- 
ring Wſdom, which laſts to Eternity. Rich al- 
io they were, more honourably and perma- 
nently rich, than all the Votaries of Mam- 
mon. The wealth of the One has made itſelf 
Wings, and is irrecoverably gone. While the 


wretched Acquirors are tranſmitted, to that 


Place of Penury and Pain; where, not ſo much 
as one Drop of Water is allowed, to cool their 
{corched Tongues. The Stores of the other {till 
abide with them; will never depart from them; 
but make them glad for Ever and Ever, in the 


City of their God. Their Treaſures were ſuch, 


as no created Power can take away: fuch as none 
but infinite Beneficencecan beſtow; and (comfort- 
able to conſider !) ſuch as I, and every indigent 
longing Sinner, may obtain; Treaſures of heaven- 
ly Knowledge, and ſaving Faith; Treaſures of 
atoning Blood, and imputed Righteouſneſs. 
Here f lie their Bodies in © peaceable Habita- 
4. OR as ie tions, 
Wy SS Job v., 26, TH FF 
+ Some, I know, are offended at our burying Corpfes within tho 


Church; aud exclaim againſt it, as a very great Impropriety and Ju- 
decenq;. 
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tions, and quiet Reſting- places.“ Here, 
they have thrown off every Burden, and are 
eſcaped from every Snare. The Head aches 
no more; the Eye forgets to Weep; the Fleſh is 

| no 


decency. But this, I imagine, proceeds from an exceſſive and miſtaken 
WDelicacy. If proper Care be taken to ſecure from Injury, the Foun- 
dations of the Building ; and to op" the Exhalation of any noxtous 
Nuuia, from the putrefying Fleſh ; I cannot diſcover any Inconve- 
1encies, attending this Practice. 
The Notion, that noiſome Carcaſſes (as they are called) are very 
inbecoming a Place conſecrated to religious Purpoſes, ſeems to he de- 
ived from the antiquated Jewiſh Canon. Whereby it was declared, 
at a dead Body imparted Defilement to the Perſon, who touched it; 
nd. polluted the Spot, where it was lodged. On which Account, the 
deus were ſcrupulouſly careful, to have their Sepulchres built. at a 
Diſtance from their Houſes ; and made it a Point of Conſcience, not 
o ſuffer Burial Places to ſubſiſt in the City. But as this was a Rite 
rely ceremonial it ſeems to be entirely ſuperſeded by the Goſpeł 
iſpenſation. | | 
1 cannot forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian Qeconomy, 
ere is a Propriety and Uſefulneſs in the Cuſtom. —U/efulneſs, be- 
auſe it muſt render our ſolemn Allemblies more venerable and awful. 
lor when we walk over the Duſt of our Friends, or knee] upon the 
ſhes of our Relations; this awakening Circumſtance muſt ſtrike a 
Wvcly Impreſſion of our own Mortality. And what Conſideration 
in be more effectual, to make us ſerious and attentive in Hearing; 
neſt and importunate in Praying ? 
As for the Fitneſs of the Uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuitable to the 
eſign of thoſe ſacred Edifices, They are Ee apart for Gop; not 
ly to receive his Worſhippers, but to preſerve the Furniture for holy 
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E iniſtrations, and what is, in a peculiar Manner, appropriated to the 
1 wine majeſty. Are not the Bodies of the Saints the Almighty's 
* pperty ? Were tbey not once the Objects of his tender Love? Are 


y not ſtill the Subjects of his /pecial Care? Has he not given Com- 
indment concerning the Bones of his Ele& ; and charged the Ocean, 
d injoined the Grave, to keep them until that Day # When Rocks 
ght with Gems, or Mountains rich with Mizzes, are abandoned to 
devouring Flames; will not theſe be reſcued from the fiery Ruin ? 
ill not theſe be tranſlated into Jetovan's Kingdom, and, con- 
ntly with the Soul, made „ his Jewels; made “ his peculiar 
a Treaſure;“ made to ſhine as the Brightneſs of che Firmament, agd 
a- the Stars for Ever and Ever? os 1 5 

Is not CrtrrsT the LORD of our Bodies? Are they not bought 
h a Price ” Bought, not with corruptible Things, Silver and Gold, 
with his divinely precious Blood. And, if the bleſſed Js Vs ob- 
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no longer racked with acute, nor waſted with 
lingering Diſtempers. Here, they receive a 
final Releaſe from Pain, and an everlaſting 
Diſcharge from Sorrow. Here, Danger never 
threatens them, with her terrifying Alarms; 
but Tranquility ſoftens their Couch, and Safety 
guards their Repoſe.—Reſt then, ye preci- 
ous Relics, within this hoſpitable Gloom. Reſt 
in gentle Slumbers, till the laſt Trumpet ſhall 
give the welcome Signal; and ſound aloud, thro' 
all your ſilent Manſions, © ariſe; ſhine; for 
your Light is come, and the Glory of the 
* Lord is riſen upon Vou“.“ 

_ To theſe, how calm was the Evening of Life! 
In what a ſmiling Serenity, did their Sun go 
down! When their Fleſh and their Heart failed, 
How reviving was the Remembrance of an all- 
ſufficient Redeemer; once dying for ther Sins, 
now riſen again for their Juſtification! Hoy 
chearing the well-grounded Hope of nne 
| | 101 


tained the Redemption of our Bodies, at ſo infinitely dear a Rate; 
can it enter into our Hearts to conceive, that he ſhould diſlike to hau 
them repeſed, under his own Habitation ?—Once more; Are not tit 
Bodies of the Faithful, Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ? And is there nos 
upon this Suppoktion, an apparent Propriety, rather than the lea 
Indecorum in remitting theſe Temples of Fleſh to the Temples mad: 
witch Hands ? They are Veſſels of Honour; Inſtruments of Rights 
"ouſneſs ; and even when broken by Death, like the Fragments of 
golden Bowl, are valuable; are worthy to be laid up in the fafe 
. moſt hoyourable Repoſitories. oO +. v5.1. 
Upon the Whole, ſince the LoRD IESVUs has purchaſed them, 
the Epenes of his Blood ; and the bleſſed Spirit has honoured then 
with his in-dwelling Preſence; fince they are right dear in the Sigh 
of the adoreable Trinity, aud, undoubted Heirs of a glorious Immo 
' rality : Why ſhould it be thought a Thing improper, 10 admit .th: 
to a tranſient Reſt, in their Heavenly Father's Houſe ? Why m 
- they not lie dawn and ſleep, in the outer: Courts ;: lince they are 10 
to ed. into the znmoſt Manſions of everlaſting Henour a 
10 | 
J 7 N * ** Iſal. ix, 1. 
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or their Tranſgreſſions, and Peace with 
Jod, through J:zsus CuhRIST our Lord! how 
id this -afſwage the Agonies, and ſweeten the 
Zitterneſs of Death ?P—Where now 1s Wealth, 
ith all her golden Mountains? where is Ho- 
our, with her proud Trophies of Renown* 
There are all the vain Pomps of a deluded 
'orld?” can they inſpire ſuch Comfort, can 
hey adminiſter any Support, in this laſt Extre- 
Wity? Can they compole the . 
W houghts? or buoy up the departing ou], 
midft all the Pangs of Diſſolution ? The Fol- 
owers of the Lamb ſeem pleaſed and trium- 
ant, even at their laſt Gaſp, God's ever: 
laſting Arms are underneath*” their fainting 
eads. His Spirit whiſpers Peace and Conſola- 
on to their Bsrtwien des: In the Strength of 
fe heavenly Succours, they quit the Fic L 
ot Capttves but Conquerors, with Hopes full 
of Immortality. ee 
And now they are gone.— The Struggles of 
luctant Nature are over. The Body ſleeps in 
death: The Soul launches into the inviſible 
tate.— But, who can imagine the delightful 
n when they find themſelves ſurround- 
L by guardian Angels, inſtead of weeping 
ends? How ſecurely do they Wk bar 
ay, and paſs through unknown Worlds, un- 
er the Conduct of thoſe celeſtial Guides 
he Vale of Tears is quite loſt. , Farewel for 
ver, the Realms of Woe, and Range of ma- 
gnant Bein $! They arrive on the Frontiers 
ma. IX Felicity. They © are.come to 

e City of the at God:“ while a Voiee 
ö Wie | "SIE ORs n . 39 ſweeter 
Deut. Auxiii. 27. n 
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ſweeter than Muſic in her ſofteſt Strains; ſweet 
as the Harmony of A Seraphim; con- 
gratulates their Arrival, and beſpeaks their Ad- 
miſſion: Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates ; and 
[| be ye lift up, ye everlaſting Doors, that the 
Heirs of Glory may enter in. | 

| Here, then, let us leave the Spirits and Souls 


= 


of the Righteous; eſcaped from an entangling 
Wilderneſs, and received into a Paradit: of 
Delights! Eſcaped from the Territories of Dil- 
ll quietude, and ſettled in Regions of unmoleſted 
| ” Here they fit down with Abraham, 
| Tſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of their Fa- 
ther. Here, they mingle with an innumerable 
Company of Angels, and rejoice around the 
Throne of the Lamb: e in the ſruition of 
preſent Felicity, and in the aſſured Expectation 
C of an inconceivable Addition to their Bliſs; 
when. GOD ſhall call the Heavens from above, 
} and the Earth, that he may judge his People u. 
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| Fools Accounted their Life Madneſs, and their 
End to be without Honour: but, they are num. 


bered among the Children of GOD ; and their 
| Lot, their diſtinguiſhed and eternal Lot, # 
arty the Saintst ! However, therefore, an 
| undi 1 World may aeſpuſe, and a prone 
„ World vilify, the true Religious; be this the 
| 145 miupreme, 
* Seneca's Reflections upon the State of holy Souls, delivered from 
the Burden of the Fleſh, are ſparkling and fine; yet very indiſtind 
and empty, compared with the Particulars mentioned above, and with 
many others that might be collected from Scripture.” In hoc tam pro- 
ceiloſo, & in omnes Tempeſtates eæpoſito navigantibus Mari, nulli: 
Hortus, niſt Mortis eſt. Ne itague invideris Fratri tuo: quieſcit 
Tandem liber, tandem tutus, tandem æternus eſt. Fruitur nune aper. 
_ to & libero Calo; ex humili & depreſſo, in eum emicuit Locum, qui 
ſolutas Vinculis Animas beato recipit Sinu ; & nunc omnia Rerun 
| Natura Bona cum ſumma Voluptate precipit. Sxx. ad Polyb. 
| + Wiſdom v. 4, 5. | 9 
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fupreme, the invariable Deſire of my Heart: 
Let me Live the Life, and die the Death, of 
the Righteous. O! let my latter End, and 
future State, be like theirs. Ronin 
What Figure is That, which ſtrikes my Eye, 
from an eminent Part of the Wall? It is net 
only placed in a more elevated Situation, than 
che reſt; but carries a more ſplendid and ſump: 
uon Air than ordinary. Swords and Spears; 
murdering Engines and Inſtruments of Slaugh- 
ter; adorn the Stone with a formidable Mag- 
ificence.—It proves to be the Monument of} a 
oble Warrier. 0% ies end 
Is ſuch reſpect, thought I, paid to the Me- 
"ory. of this brave Soldier, for ſacrificing his 
Life to the public Good? Then, what Honours, 
what Immortal Honours, are due to the great 
aptain of our Salvation? Who, tho' Lord of 
the Angelic Legions; and Supreme Comman- 
der ofall the heavenly Hoſts; willingly offered 
himſelf a bleeding Propitiation for Sinners! 
The One died, being a Mortal; and only 
yeilded up a Life, which was long before for. 
texted to Divine Juſtice; which muſt ſoon have 
deen ſurrendered as a Debt to Nature, if he had 
not fallen as a Prey to War.—But Chriſt took 
leſh, and gave up the Ghoſt, though he was 
he great I AM; The Fountain of Exiſtence; 
Who calls, Happineſs, and Immortality all his 
un. He, whofthought it no Robbery to be 
e with" God ;"He, whole outgoings were 
from Everlaſting; even he, was made in the 
likeneſs of Man, and cut off out of the 
and of the Living. Wonder 0 Heavens! 
de aſtoniſhed, O Earth; HE died the Death, of 
4 l 445 Qs 1 75 * | 5 Vein whom 
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whom it is witneſſed, that He is the true God, 
The One expo/ed Himſelf to Peril; in the Ser. 


though it was glorious to do, yet would have 


That Prince of Heaven reſigned his Royal Per: 


pres and armed with all it's Horrors. Ant 
factors; for a Band of Rebels, a Race of Tra 


ment of his Goodneſs, and to the Diſplay of hi 
The One, tis probable, died expeditiouſl 


| might put a ſpeedy end to his Miſery; — 


Redeemer expired in tedious and protracte 
Torments. His Pangs were as lingering, as the 
- were exquifite, Even in the Prelude to his la 
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and eternal Life*.” | 
vice of his Sovereign and his Country; which, 


been ignominious, in ſuch Circumſtances; to 
have declined. —But Chrift took the Field; tho 
he was the ble//ed and only Potentate ; the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Chriſt took the 
Field, tho' He was ſure to drop in the Engage. 
ment ; and put on the Harneſs, though He kney 
beforehand, that it muſt reek with his Blood, 


fon, not barely to the Hazard, but to the ine. 
vitable Stroke; to Death, certain in it's Ap. 
or whom P Not for thoſe wha were in any De 
ree deſerving ; but for his own drſovedzn 
reatures ; for the Pardon of condemned Male 


tors, the molt obnoxious and inexcuſable of al 
Criminals. Whom he might have left to/perii 
in their Iniquities, without the leaſt Impeach 


\ * 


avenging Juſtice. 
was ſuddenly wounded, and ſoon flain-. 
Bullet, lodged in his Heart; a ſword, ſheathe 
in his Breaſt ; or a Battte-ax, cleaving the Brain 


him © as in a Moment.“ - W hereas, the div 


Suffering 


* 1 John V. 20% 
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Suffering, what a Load of Sorrows overwhelmed 
his facred Humanity ! Till the intolerable Pref- 
ſure wrung Blood inſtead of Sweat, from every 
Pore: till the crimſon Flood ſtained all his Rai- 
ment, and tinged the very Stones. — But, when 
the laſt Scene of the Tragedy commenced; 
when the Executioner's Hammer, had nailed 
him to the Croſs; O! how many diſmal Hours, 
did that illuſtrious Sufferer hang; a Spectacle 
of Woe to God, to Angels, and to Men! Hr 
Temples mangled with the thorny Crown! his 
Hands and Feet cleft wich the rugged Irons! 
his whole Body covered with Wounds and 
Bruiſes! and his Soul, his very Soul, pierced 
with Pangs of unutterable Diſtreſs! ii 
- 80 long he hung, that Nature, rage all 
her Dominions, was thrown into ſympathizing 
Commotions.. The Earth could no longer 
ſuſtain ſuch. barbarous Indignities, without 
Trembling ; nor the Sun behold them, without 
Horror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in this Ex- 
tremity of Agony and Torture, that the Alarm 
reached even the remote Regions of the Dead. 
Never, O my Soul, never . the amazing 
Truth. The Lamb of God was ſeized; was 
bound; was ſlaughtered with the utmoſt Inhu- 
manity; and endured Death, in all it's Bitter- 
neſs for thee. His Murderers, ſtudiouſly cruel, 
ſo guided the fatal Cup; that he taſted every 
Drop of it's Gall, before he drank it off to the 
7 i Hort 7 als © wid 
Once again; The Warrior died like a Hero, 
and fell gallantly in the Field of Battle. - But, 
died not Chriſt as @ Fool dieth* ? Not on the 
ige 175 Bed 
* 2 Sam. iii. gg, Of this Indignity our plains 3 4 
Cm? out as again a Thief V Nu. fe, 9 compre} I" 
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Bed of Honour, with Scars of Glory in his 


Breaſt ; but, like ſome execrable Miſcreant, on 
a Gibbet; with Laſhes of the vile Scourge on 
his Back. Yes, the bleſſed Jeſus bowed his ex- 
iring Head on the accurſed Tree; ſuſpended 
tween Heaven and Earth, as an Outcaſt from 
Both; and unworthy of Either. is Guts 
What ſuitable Returns of inflamed and ado- 
ring Devotion, can we make to the Holy One 
of God; thus dying, that we might Live; 50 
ing in Ignominy and Anguiſh; Gat we mig t 
live for ever in the Heights of Joy, and fit for 
ever on Thrones of Glory.— A _ it is not in 
45, impotent, inſenſible Mortals, to be duly 
thankful. - He only, who confers ſuch mcon- 
ceivably rich Favours, can enkindle a proper 
Warmth of grateful - Affection. Then build 
thyſelf a Monument, moſt gracious IMMANUEL, 
build thyſelf an everlaſting Monument of Gra- 
litude in our Souls. Inſcribe the Memory of 
thy matchleſs Beneficence, not with Ink and 
Pen; but with that precious Blood, which guſh- 
ed from thy wounded veins. Engrave it, not 
with the Hammer and Chizel ; but with that 
ſharpened Spear, which pierced that ſacred Side. 
Let it ſtand conſpicuous and indelible, not on 
outward Tables of Stone; but on the very in- 
moſt 7avies of our Hearts. 
One thing more let me obſerve, before I bid 
Adieu tocthis intombed Warrior, and his gar 
niſhed Sepulchre. How mean are theſe olten- 
tatious Methods, of bribing the Vote ok. Fame, 
and purchaſing a little poſthumous Renown! 


What a poor Subſtitute for a ſet of memorable 


Addlions, is poliſhed Alabaſler, or the Mimicry 
of ſeulptured Marble! The real Excellency 1 
4 7 8. rs 2 * 4 ä t 18 
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Wthis * bleeding Patriot, is written on the Minds 


of his Countrymen. It would be remembered wit 
Applauſe, ſo long as the Nation ſubſiſts, without 
this artificial Expedient to perpetuate it. And 
ſuch, ſuch is the Monument, I would wiſh for: 
myſelf, Let me leave a Memorial, in the 
Breaſts of my Fellow-Creatures. Let ſurviving 


Friends bear Witneſs; that I have not lived to 


myſelf alone, nor been altogether unſerviceable 
n my Generation. O! let an uninterrupted 
WScrious of beneficient Offices be the Inſcription.; 
nd the beſt Intereſts of my Acquaintance, the 
Nate that exhibits it. OW, T 
Let the Poor, as they paſs by my Grave, 
doint at the little Spot, and thankfully acknow- 
ledge— There lies the Man, whoſe unwearied 
= Kindneſs was the conſtant Relief of my various 
Diſtreſſes, who tenderly viſited my languiſhing 
Bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent Cir- 
cumſtances. How often were his Counſels, a 
* Guide to my perplexed Thoughts, anda Cor- 
dial to my dejected Spirit! Tis owing to 
God's Bleſſing, on his ſeaſonable Charities, 
and prudent Conſolations; that I now — | 
bre E | an 


* Sir Bevil Granville, ſlain in the Civil Wars, at an Engagement 
ith the Rebels It may poſſibly be ſome Entertainment to the Reader, 

I ſubjoin Sir Beuil's Character; as it is drawn by that celebrated 
Pen, which wrote the Hiſtory of thoſe calamitous — That 

* which would have clouded any Victory, ſays the noble "Hiſtorian, . 
and made the Loſs of others leſs ſpoken of, was the Death of Sir 
Bevil Granville, He was indeed an excellent Perſon, whoſe Activity, 
Intereſt, and Reputation, were the Foundation of; what had been 
done in Coxnwall His Lemper and Affections ſo public, that n 
Accident which happened, could make any * upon him: 
And his Example kept others feu taking any thing ill, or at leaſt/ / 
ſeeming to do lo. In a Word, a brighter — e, and a gentler | 
Diſpo tion, were never married together, to makes the moſt chearful © - 
P) 


and innocęnt Converſation. ein DITHR 93: 
| CTAR. Hiſt. Reb. Vel. II. 
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„ and hve in Comfort.*—Let a Perſon, once 
2gnorant and ungodly, lift up his Eyes to Hea- 
ven, and ſay within himfelf, as he walks over 
my Bones; © Here are the laſt Remains of that 
+ bncere Friend, who watched for my Soul, I 
can never forget, with what heedleſs Gaiety, I 
© was poſting on in the Paths of Perdition : and 
IJ tremble to think, into what irretrievable 
Ruin I might quickly have been plunged; 
had not his faithful Admonitions arreſted 
me in the wild Career. I was unaquainted 
with the Goſpel of peace, and had no Cor- 
cern for it's unſearchable Treaſures ; but 
now enlightened by his inſtructive Con- 
ver/ation, I fee the All- ſufficiency of my Sa- 
viour; animated by his repeated Exor- 
tations, I count all Things but Loſs, that I 
may win Chriſt. Methinks, his Diſcourſes, 
ſeaſoned with Religion, and ſet home by the 
Divine Spirit, ſtill tingle in my Ears; are ſtill 
warm on my Heart; and, I truſt, will be 
more and more operative, till we meet each 
* other, in the Houſe not made with Hands, 

5 eternal in the Heavens.” 
The only ꝛnfalliable Way of immortalizing 
our Charettors; a Way equally open to the 
meaneſt and moſt exalted Fortune; is, To 
** make our calling and Election ſure ;” to gain 
Tome {ſweet Evidence, that our Names are writ- 
ten in Heaven, Then however they may be dil- 
regarded or forgotten, among Men; they will 
not fail to be had in everlaſhng Remembrance, 
before the Lord.— This is, of all Diſtinctions, 
far the nobleſt. Ambition be this thy Object, 
and every Page of Scripture will fanRily thy Pal- 
lion; even Grace felt will fan thy Flame, —As 
1 by 100 
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to earthly Memorials, yet a little While, and 
they are all obliterated. The Tongue of thoſe, 
whoſe Happineſs we have zealouſly promoted, 
muſt ſoon be filent in the Coffin. Characters 
cut with a; Pen of Iron and committed to the 
ſolid Rock, will ere long ceaſe to be legible“. 
But as many as are inrolled © in the Lamb's 
Book of Life,“ He himſelf declares, ſhall never 
be blotted out from thoſe Annals of Eternity f. 
When a Flight of Years has mouldered the tri- 
umphal Coat mto Duſt: when the brazen 
Statue periſhes, under the corroding Hand of 
Time: thoſe Honours ſtill continue; ſtill are 
blooming and incorruptible, in the World of 


Glory. 


Make the extended Skies your Tomb; 
Loet Stars record your Worth: 

Yet know, vain Mortals, all muſt die, 
As Nature's ficklreſt Burth. g 
Would bounteous Heav'n indulge my Pray 'r, 
I frame a nobler Choice; © 
Nor, living; with the Pompous Pile ; 
Nor, dead, regret the Loſs. 

In thy fair Book of Life divine, 

My God, inſcribe my Name: 

There let it fill ſome humble Place, 

Beneath the ſlaughter'd Lamb. 


Thy Saints, while Ages roll away, 


- © Inendleſs Fame ſurvive ; 


Their Glories, o'er the Wrongs of Time 

hf) Greatly triumphant, live. | 1 reg : | 

_ Yonder Entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the 
“Tw ᷣͤ ͤ OO oe ROT 44975 WT, 
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Vault. Let me turn aſide, and take one View 
of the Habitation, and it's Tenants.—The ſullen 
Door grates upon it's Hinges: Not uſed to re- 
ceive many Viſitants, it admits me with Reluc- 
tance and Murmurs.— What meaneththis ſudden 
Trepidation ; while I deſcend the Steps, and am 
viſiting the pale Nations of the Dead ?—Be 
zune my Spirits; there is nothing to fear, 

ele quiet Chambers. * Here, even the 
* Wicked ceaſe from troubling.” 

Good Heavens! what a ſolemn Scene! 
How diſmal the Gloom Here is perpetual 
Darknels, and Night even at Noon-day.—How 
doleful the Solitude Not one Trace: of chear- 
ful Society ; but Sorrow and Terror ſeem to 
have made This, their dreaded Abode.—Hark! 
how the hollow Dome reſounds, at every Tread. 
The Echoes, that long have ſlept, are awaken- 
ed; and lament, and ſigh, along the Walls. 

A Beam, or two, finds it's way through the 
Grates; and reflects a feeble Glimmer, from 
the Nails of the Coffins. So many of thole ſad 
Spettacles, half concealed in Shades; half ſeen 
dimly by the balefull Twilight; add a deeper 
Horror to theſe ' gloomy Manſions.—I pour 
upon the Inſcription, and am juſt able to punt 
out; That theſe are the Remains of the Rich 
and Renowned. No vulgar Dead are depoſited 
here. The moſt Iduſtrious and «Right Hohou- 
rable, have claimed this for their laſt Retreat. 
And, indeed, they retain ſomevchat of ſhadowy 


Pre- eminence. They lie, ranged in mournful 


Order, and in a fort of ſilent Pomp, under the 


Arches of an ample Sepulchre: while; meaner 
Corpſes, without muck Ceremony, * go-down 


to the Stones of the Pit,” KID 
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My . from their Sur- 
priſe. I find, here are no Phantoms, but ſuch 
as Fear raiſes.— However, it flill amazes me, 
to obſerve the Wonders of this nether World. 
Thoſe, who received vaſt Revenues; and cal- 
led whole Lordſhips their own; are here re- 
duced to half a Dozen Feet of Earth, or confin- 
ed in a few Sheets of Lead. Rooms of State, 
and Sumptuous Furniture, are reſigned; for no 
other Ornament than the Shroud, for no other 
Appartment than the darkſome Niche.— Where 
is the Star, that blazed upon the Breaſt; or 
Coronet, that glittered round the Temples ? 
the only Remains of departed Dignity are, the 
weather beaten Hatchment, and the tattered 
Efcutcheon. I ſee no ſplendid Retinue, ſur- 
rounding this ſolitary ' Dwelling. The lordly 
Equipage hovers no longer about the lifeleſs 
Maſter. He has no other Attendant, than a 
duſty Statue; which, while the regardleſs 
World is as gay as ever, the Sculptor's Hand 
has taught to weep. 1. 

Thoſe, who gloried in higk-born Anceſtors, 
and noble Pedigree ; here, drop their lofty Pre- 
tenſions. They acknowledge Kindred with 
creeping Things, and quarter Arms with the 
meaneſt Reptiles. They jay to Corruption, Thou 
art my Father; and to the Worm, Thou art my 
Mother and any Siſter.— Or, ſhould they ſtill 
aſſume the Stile of Diſtinction! ah! how im- 
potent were the Claim! how apparent the Ol- 
tentation! Is it ſaid: by their Monument? HERE 
LIES, THE GREAT. How eaſily is it replied 
by the Spetatort: oo X 
— falſe Marble ! Here? 


T \ 
* 


Nothing but poor and ſordid Duſt lies here. 
2 SEA 1 Mortifying 
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Mortifying Truth! Sufficient, one would thihk, 


to wean the moſt ſanguine Appetite, from this 


tranſitory State of Things; from it's ſickly Satis. 


factions, it's fading 
Treaſures. | 
For now, ye lying Fanities of Life! 
Ye ever-tempting, ever-cheating Train! 
Where are ye now? And what is your Amount? 
What is all the World, to theſe poor breath- 
leſs Beings ?— What are their Pleaſures? A 
Bubble broke. What their Honours? A Dream 
that is forgotten. What the Sum-total of their 
Enjoyments below? Once, — — it appeared 
to inexperienced and fond Deſire, ſomething 


lories, it's vaniſhing 


conſiderable. But, now Death has meaſure 


it with his Line, and weighed it in his Scale, 
what is the Upſhot ? Alaſs ! it is ſhorter thana 


Span; lighter than the dancing Spark; and 


driven away like the diſſolving Smoke. 
Indulge, my Soul, a ſerious Pauſe. Recollett 


all the gay Thmgs ; that were wont to dazle thy 


Eyes, and inveigle thy Aﬀettions. Here, ex. 
amine thoſe Baits of Senſe. Here, form an 
Eſtimate of their real Value. Suppoſe thylell 


Hirſt, among the Favourites of Fortune; "who 


revel in the Lap of Pleaſure ; who ſhine in the 
Robes of Honour; and ſwim in Tides of inex- 
hauſted Riches, Yet, how ſoon would the 
3 Bell proclaim thy Exit! And, when 
once that Iron Call, has ſummoned thee to thy 


future Reckoning; where would all theſe Gra- 
tifſications be? At that Period, how will all the 
Pageantry of the moſt' affluent, ſplendid, o 
luxurious Circumſtances, vaniſn into empty) 


Air !—And is this a Happineſs, ſo paſſionately 
Fe I thank 


to be coveted ? 


„ 1 
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I thank you, ye Relics of ſounding Titles, 
and magnificent Names. Ye have taught me 
more of the Littleneſs of the World, than all 
W the Volumes of my Library. Your Nobility 

arrayed in a Winding-ſheet; your Grandeur 
W mouldering in an Urn; are the moſt indiſputa- 
ble Proofs, of the Nothingneſs of created Things. 
Never, ſurely, did Providence write this im- 


ortant Point, in fuch legible Charectors; as 


In the Aſhes of My Lord, or on the Corple of 
His Grace*, Let others, if they pleaſe, pay 
their obſequious Court to your wealthy Sons; 
Wand ignobly fawn, or anxiouſly ſue for Prefer- 
ments. My Thoughts ſhall often reſort, in pen- 
hve Contemplation, to the Sepulchres of their 
WSoircs; and learn, from their {leeping Duſt—to 
zoderate my Expectations from Mortals—to 
ſtand diſengaged from every undue Attach- 
ment, to the little Intereſts of Time to 
above the deluſive Amuſements of Honour; the 
gaudy Tinſels of Wealth; and all the empty 
Shadows of a periffing World. | 
Hark ! what Sound is that !—In ſuch a Situa- 
10n, every Noiſe alarms.—Solemn and flow, it 
breaks again upon the ſilent Air, — Tis the Strik- 
ing of the Clock. Deſigned, one would imagine, 
to ratify all my ſerious Meditations. Methinks, 
it ſays Amen, and ſets a Seal, to every improv- 
ing Hint. It tells me; That another Portion 
or my appointed Time, is elapſed. One calls 
t, © the Knell of my departed: Hours.“ Tis 
the Watch- word to Vigilance and Activity. It 
cries in the Ear of Reaſon; Redeem the Time. 
Catch the favourable Gales of Opportunity. 


ck, Mors ſola fatetur | | 
y Quantyla fint Hominum Corpuſcula,— Juv 


were Mortals. O0! how.would it 
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% Ol catch them, while they breathe ; before 

they are irrecoverably loſt. The Span of 
Life ſhortens colnet Thy Minutes are 
all upon the Wing, and haſtening to be gone. 
* Thou art a Borderer upon Eternity; and 


making inceſſant Advances to the State, thou 


cc 


2, 


art , contemplating.” May the Admonition 
fink deep, into an attentive and obedient Mind! 
May it teach me that Heavenly Arithmetic, of 
** numbering my Days, and applying my Heart 
* unto Wiſdom!” “ | 

I have often walked, beneath the impending 
Promontory's craggy Clift; I have ſometimes 
trod the vaſt Spaces of the lonely Deſert; and 
penetrated the inmoſt receſſes of the dreary Ca- 
vern: but never, never beheld Nature louring, 
with ſo tremendous a Form; never felt ſuch Im- 


preſſions of Awe, ſtriking cold on my Heart; as 
under theſe black-browed Arches, amidſt theſe 
mouldy Walls, and ſurrounded by ſuch rueful 


Objects. Where Melancholy, deepeſt Melan- 
choly, for ever ſpreads her Raven Wings.— 
Let me now immerge from the damp. and dread- 
ful Obſcurity.—Farewel, ye Seats of Deſolation 
and Shades of Death! Gladly I reviſit the 
Realms of Day. . eee 
Having caſt a ſuberſicial View, upon theſe 
Receptacles of the Dead; Curioſity prompts, my 
Inquiry to a more intimate Survey. Could 
we draw back the Covering of the Tomb; could 
we diſcern, What 1 INS APE, ROW once 
tren N N ſurpriſe, and 
grieve us Syrpr2/e. us, to behold the prodigious 
Transformation, which has taken place; on ever) 
Individual; $73cu ua, to obſerve the Diſhonou 
eee RIP DRE 9 
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done to our Nature in general, within theſe ſub- 
terraneous Lodgments? _ ons” 
Here, the ſweet and winning A/þett, that wore 


naked, g that outſhi 
he Diamond's Brillancy; and glanced it's Tove- 


\laſs! Where is it? Where ſhall we find the 
olling Sparkler? How are all it's ſprightly 


hat once commanded all the Powers of Elo- 


Cunning.” Where are now thoſe Strains of 
larmony, which raviſhed our Ears? Where is 
hat Flow of ' Perſuaſion, which carried captive 


ravel-ſtones.---Here, © the ſtrong Men. 


dt lon | 


 down-motionlefſs and the Bones 


Bars of Iron, re crumbled into Duſt. 
Here, the Man pF Bu/Heſs forgets all his fa. 

rite Schemes, alid diſcontinues the Purſuit 
Gain. Here, ia total Stand to the Circula- | 
n of Merchandize, and the Hurry of Trade. 
"rf" +8 | | In 


Deut. xxvili. 36. 


perpetually an attractive Smile; grins horribly 
kaſtly Skull.—The Eye, that outſhone , 


„Lightning, into the moſt guarded Heart: 


geams eclipſed! totally eclipſed l. The Tongue, 


r Judgment ? The great Maſter of Language 
nd of Song, is become filent as the Night that 
irrounds him.---The pampered Fleſh, ſo lately 
oathed in Purple and fine Linen, how is it 
vered rudely with Clods of Clay? There was 
Time, when the timoroufly nice Creature, 
ould ſcarce “* adventure to ſet a Foot upon 
the Ground, for Delicateneſs and Tenderneſs;” 
it is now enwtapped in clammy Earth, and 
eps on no ſofter a Pillow than the ragged 
o 


zuence, in this Strange Land has“ forgot it's 


themſelves.” The nervous Arm is unſtrung, 
e brawney Sine vs are relaxed; the Limbs, 
g ago the Seats of Vigour and Activity, 


. 


Which were 


Coffin, are the utmoſt bound of all Earthly 


World before! 


ment would ſeize him !---** Is this the Object, 
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In theſe ſolitary Receſſes; as in the Building 
of Soloman's Temple; is heard no Sound of the 
Hammer and Ax; The Winding-fheet, and the 


Devices. © Hitherto may they go, but no far. 
* ther.”--Here, the Sons of Pleaſure take a final 
Farewel, of their dear dehghts. No more 1; 
the Senſualiſt anointed with Oil, or crowned 
with Roſe-buds. He chants no more, to the 
Melody of the Viol; nor revels, at the Ban. 
quet of Wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous Tables, 
and delicious Treats, the poor Voluptuary i 
Himſelf a Feaſt for fattened Inſects; the Reptil 
riots on his Fleſh; © the Worm feeds {ſweetly 
* on him*.”---Here alſo, Beauty fails; bright 
Beauty drops her Luſtre here. O! how he 
Roſes fade, and her Lilies Languiſh, in thu 
bleak Soil! How does the grand Leveller pour 
Contempt, upon the Charmer of our | Hearts 
How turn to Deformity, what captivated. thi 


Could the Lover have a Sight of his once in 
chanting Fair-one ; what a ſtartling Aſtonuli 


not long ago ſo paſſionately admired ! I fair 
* ſhe was divinely fair; and thought her, ſome 
* what more than mortal. Her Form, . 
Symmetry itſelf ; every Elegance breathed! 
« her Air; and all the Graces waited on be 
% Motions.--'Fwas Muſic, when ſhe ſpoke: bu 
Then ſhe ſpoke: Encouragement, -'twas litt 
* Jeſs than Rapture. How my Heart dance 
to thoſe; charming Accents !---And can th 
* which ſome Weeks ago, was to Admiratl 
lovely, be now ſo inſufferably * 

% „e he 


— - 
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Where are thoſe bluſhing Cheeks? Where 
the Coral Lips? Where that Ivory Neck, on 
which the curling Jet, in ſuch gloſſy Ringlets, 
flowed ? with a thouſand other beauties of 
Perſon, and ten thouſand Delicacies of 
Action * ?---Amazing Alteration! Deluſory 
Bliſs!---Fondly 1 gazed upon the glittering 
Meteor. It ſhone brightly; and I miſtook 
it for a Star ; fora Permanent and ſubſtantial 
Good. But how is it fallen! fallen from an 
Orb, not it's own! And all that I can trace 
on Earth, is but a putrid Maſs.” bir 
Lie poor Florella / he deep, as thou doſt, 
} obſcure Darkneſs. Let Night, with her im- 
enetrable Shades, always conceal "thee, May 
o prying Eye, be Witnels to thy Diſgrace: but 
t thy /urvwng Siſters, think upon thy State; 
hen they contemplate the Idol in the Glaſs. 
Vhen' the pleaſing Image riſes gracefully to 
ew, ſurrounded with a World of Charms; and 
uſhed with Joy; at the Conſciouſneſs of them 
II -Then, in thoſe Minutes of Temptation and 
danger, when vanity uſes to ſteal into the 
'houghts---FThen, let them remember, what a 
el of Horror is drawn over a Face; which was 
nce beautiful and brilliant as theirs. - Such a 
alonable Reflection, might regulate the La- 
ours of the Toilet; and create a more earneſt 
olicitude, to poliſh the Jewel, than to varniſh 
he Caſket. + It might then become their higheſt 
\mbition, to have the Mind decked with Di- 
ine Virtues; and dreſſed after the amiable 
Pattern of their Redeemer's Holineſs! 

TDA 01 egw ,o9 242907 i did; And 
1 'Ou 0 Fugit Venus / Heu / Quove Color ? decens 
- Quo Motus ? Quid habet illius, illius, 

Que ſbirabet Amorts, © 5 
Qua me ſurpuerat mihi? Hon. 
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And would this prejudice their Perſons, or 
depreciate their Charms ? Quite the Reverſe, 
It would ſpread a ſort of Heavenly Glory, over 
the fineſt Set of Features, and heighten the 
Lovelinels of every other engaging Accompliſh. 
ment. What 1s yet a more inviting Conſidera. 
tion; theſe Flowers would not wither with Na. 
ture, nor be tarniſhed by Time; but would 
open continually into richer Beauties, and 
flouriſh even in the Winter of Age. — But, the 
moſt incomparable Recommendation of theſe 
noble Qualities, is; That, from their hallowed 
Relics and from the fragrant Aſhes of thePhenzx, 
will ere long ariſe an illuſtrious Form; bright. 
as the Wings of Angels; laſting, as the Light 
of the new feruſal enn. 

For my Part; the Remembrance of this ſad 
Revolution, ſhall make me aſhamed to pay my 
Devotion, to a Shrine, of periſhing Fleſh 3- and 
afraid, to expect all -my<happmels; from ſo 
brittle a Joy. It ſhall teach me, not to think 
too highly of well-proportioned Clay; 'though 
Faber, in the moſt elegant Mould; and animat. 
ed with the ſweeteſt Soul. Tis Heaven's laſt, 
beſt, and crowning Gift; to be received widi 
Gratitude, and cheriſhed with Love, as.a moi 
valuable Bleſſing; not worſhipped, with the 
Incenſe of Flattery, and Strains of! fulſome 
Adoration, as a Goddeſs.—It wil cure, I rruſl, 
the Dotage of my Hes and incline me-always 
to prefer the {ſubſtantial © Qrnaments, of 
*meekand virtuous Spirit; before the tranſien 
Decoratioas, of White and Red on the Skin. 

Here, I called in my roving Meditations, 
from their long Excurſionon this tender Subjett. 
Fancy liſtened a while, to the N of a 

ee wenn . 
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Lover. No Judgment reſumes theReins, and 
guides . eee to more near and ſelf. in- 
ereſting Inquiries.— However, upon a Review 
the whole Scene; crouded with Spectacles of 
Mortality, and Trophies of Death ; I could not 
orbear ſmiting my Breaſt, and fetching a Sigh, 
and lamenting over the nobleſt of all viſible 
Beings, laid proſtrate under the Feet of © the 
pale Horle, and his Rider“. —I could not for- 
dear repeating that pathetic Exclamation; 
* 0h ! Thou F Adam, what haſt thou done!“ 
What Deſolation has thy Diſobedience wrought 
n the Earth See the Malignity, the ruinous 
alignity of Sin / Sin, has demoliſhed ſo man 

lately Structures of Fleſh: Sin, has made ſuc 
avock, among the moſt excellent Ranks of 
od's lower Creation: And Sin (that deadly 
Bane of our Nature) would have plunged our 
detter Part, into the execrable Horrors of the 
ethermoſt Hell; had not our merciful Media- 
or interpoſed, and given Himſelf for our Ran- 
om. — Therefore, what grateful Acknowledg- 
nents does the whole World of penitent Sinners 
we; what ardent Returns of Love will a whole 
eaven of glorified Believers pay to ſuch a 
riend, Benefactor, and Peliverer !. J 
Muſing upon theſe melancholy Objetts, a 
aithful Remembrancer ſuggeſts from within 
Muſt this ſad Change ſucceed in me allo? Am 
Ito dra my laſt Gaſp ; to become a breath- 
leſs Corpſe; and be, what I deplore 2? Is 
ATI S IT OCT 10! 30 L L eee 11 4 there | 
Ulle Rev! vi. 8. 71 Dos. :+ 2 Eſdr. vii. 41. 
11847 path with melancholy State. | 
By all theſe ſolemn Heaps of Fate; 
And think, as ſoft and ſad I tread 
Above che venerable Dead, 115. 
Time was, like me, they Life poſſcſs'd ; 
And Time will be, when I ſhall reſt,” Paar. 
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866 


there an Time approaching, when this Body 
ſhall be carried out upon the Bier, and con. 
ſigned to it's clay cold Bed? While ſome 
** kind Acquaintance, perhaps, may drop one 
'* parting Tear; and cry, Alaſs! my Brother 
—lIs the Time approaching ? ---Nothing i; 
more certain. A Decree, much furer than the 
Law of the Medes and Perfeans, has irrevocably 
determined the Doom. | 
Should one of theſe ghaſtly Figures, Þur! 
from his Confinement ; and ſtart up, in fſright- 
ful Deformity, before me—ſhould the /4ggar! 
Skeleton, lift a clattering Hand; and point i 
full m my Viewelheuls it open the ſtiffened 
Jaws; and, with a hoarſe tremendous Murmur, 
reak this profound filence—ſhould it accoſt my, 
as Samuet's Apparition addreſſed the trembling 
King—* The Lord Hall deliver Thee alfo mi 
* the hands of Death. Yet a little while, and Fhoi 
hall be with me*.” — The ſolemn Warning, de. 
livered in ſo ſtriking a Manner, mutt ſtrongh 
impreſs my Imagination. AMeſſage in Thunder, 
would ſcarce fink deeper.—Yet, there is abund. 
antly greater Reaſon to be alarmed, by that ex. 
preſs Declaration of the Lord God Almighty, 
* Thou ſhalt ſurely die.. Well then, ſince Sen. 
tence is paſſed; ſince I am a condemned ou 
| an 


cc 


* 1 Sam. Xxviii. 19. On this Place, the Dutch Tranſlator of ils 
Meditations has added à Note; to Correft, very probably, what he 
ſuppoſes a Miſtake. On the ſame Suppoſition, I preſume, the Com: 
pilers of our Rubrick ordered the laſt Verſe of Ecclus. xlvi, to be on 
mitted, in the daily Service of the Church. But that the Sentiment 
hinted above is ſtrietly true; that it wa Samuel himſelf, (not 4 
in fernal Spirit, perſonating the Frophet) who appeared to the fennt 
Necromancer at Andr; appeared, not in Compliance with any diabo 
lical Incantation. but in Yurſuance of the divine Commiſſion ; this! 


think, 15 fully proved in the Hiſtorical Account of the Life of David 
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and know not when the Dead Warrant may 
arrive: let me die to Sn; and die to the World; 
beſore I die beneath the Stroke of a Righteous 
God. Let me employ the little uncertain In- 
terval of Reſpite from Execution ; 1n prepar- 
ing for a happier State, and a better Lite. That, 
when the fatal Moment comes, and I am com- 
manded to ſhut my Eyes, upon all Things here 
below; I may open them again, to fee my Sa- 
viour in the Manſions above. 

Since this Body, which is ſo fearfully and 
wonderfully made, muſt fall to Pieces in the 
Grave: ſince I muſt ſoon reſign all my bodily. 
Powers to Darkneſs, Inattivity, and Corrup- 
tion, let it be my conſtant Care to uſe them 
well, while I poſſeſs them !---Let my Hands be 
ſtretched forth to reheve the Needy ; and al- 
ways be more ready to give, than to receive. 
Let my Knees bend, in deepeſt Humiliation 
before the Throne of Grace : while my Eyes are 
caſt down to the Earth, im penitential Conſu- 
hon ; or devoutly looking up to Heaven, for 
pardoning Mercy !—In every friendly Inter- 
view, let the © Law, of Kindneſs dwell on my 
Lis,“ or rather, if the Seriouſneſs of my 
Acquaintance permits, let the Goſpel of Peace 
flow from my Tongue. Oh! that I might be 
enabled, in every public Concourſe, to lift up 
my Voice like a Trumpet; and pour abroad a 
more joyful Sound than it's moſt melodious Ac- 
cents, in proclaiming the glad Tidings of frec 
Salvation !---Be ſhut, my Ears, reſolutely ſhut, 
againſt the - malevolent Whiſpers ot Slander, 
and the contageous Breath of filthy Talking. 
But be ſwift to hear the Inſtructions of Wiſdom; 
Þe all Attention, -when your Redeemer ſpeaks; 

| imbibe 
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imbibe the precious Truths; and convey them 
carefully to the Heart.---Carry me, my Feet to 
the Temple of the Lord; to the Beds of the 
Sick; and Houſes of the Poor,---May all my 
Members, devoted intirely.to my divine Maſter, 
be the willing Inſtruments of promoting his 
Glory. bid! 
Then, ye Embalmers, you may ſpare your 
Pains. Theſe Works of Faith, and Labours of 


Love; theſe ſhall be my Sprces and Perfumes. 


Enwrapped in theſe; I would lay me gently 
down, and ſleep ſweetly in the Bleſſed IEs us; 
hoping, that God will © give Command- 
ment concerning my : Bones;” and one Day 
fetch them up from the Duſt, as Silver from 
the Furnace, purihed, I ſay not, ſeven times, 


* but ſeventy times ſeven.“ 1 3 
Here, my Contemplation took Wing; and in 


an Inſtant alighted in the Garden, adjoining 


to Mount Calvary. Having viewed the Abode 
of my deceaſed Fellow-Creatures; methought, 
I longed to ſee the Place, where our Lord = 
—And, O!]! what a marvelous Spectacle was 
once exhibited, in this Memorable Sepulchre 
He, * who cloaths Himſelf with Light, as with 
* a Garment; and walks upon the Wings, of 
the Wind“; HE was pleaſed to wear the 

6694; LD [ 01510.) cn iabilthents 


* The Scriptures, Speaking of the ſupreme Being, ſay—— He 
walketh upon the Waves f the Sea; to F his uncontroulable 
Power, Job, ix. 8,——He walketkin, the Circuit of Heaven ; to ex- 
preſs the Immenſity of his 1 e Job. xxit, 14. fe walketh 
fon the Wings of the Wind £ to ſignify the amazing Swifineſs of his 
Operation,, Pſalm, civ.' g. in which laſt Phraſe there is, I think, 
an Elegance and Emphaſis not taken notice of by our Commentators, 
yet aa er 0 in any, Writer. ——Naot, He fliet i, He runneth ; but, 
He wa 


«th: and that, on the very Wings of the Wind; on the molt 
impetuous of Elements, xouſed into it's utmoſt Rage, and re 
ſon ale rye er 1 OE S's to WR wg ong 
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Habiliments of Mortality, and dwelt amongſt | 
the proſtrate Dead. Who can repeat the won- 
drous Truth, too often? who can dwell upon 
the tranſporting Theme, too long? HE, who 
fits enthroned in Glory, and diffuſes Bliſs 
among the Heavenly Holle He once was a pale 
and bloody Corpſe, and preſſed this little Spot. 

O Death! how great was thy T e in 
that Hour! Never did thy gloomy Realms con- 
tain ſuch a Priſoner, before. Fyriſoner, did I 
ſay? No; He was more than Conqueror. He 
aroſe, far more mightily than Samſon, from a 

ranſient Slumber; Þroke down the Gates, and 
demohſhed the Strong-holds, of thoſe dark 
BDominions.—And this, O Mortals, This is your 
only Conſolation and Security. jeſus has 
rod the dreadful Path, and ſmoothed it for 
our Paſſage: / orphan ap the Chambers 

of the Tomb, has brightened the diſmal Man- 
jon; and left an inviting Odour, in thoſe Beds 
of Duſt, The dying Jelus! (Never let the com- 
ortable Truth depart from your Minds! The 

ying Jeſus) is your ſure Protection, your un- 
gueſtionable Paſſport through the Territories of 
e Grave. Believe in him; and they ſhall 
ove-*" a Highway to Sion;“ ſhall tranſmit you 
ſale to ' Paradiſe. Believe in Him; and 
ou thall be no Loſers, but unſpeakable 
| _ Gainers, 


.. 
*. 


— 


long with inconceivable Ra idity. A Tumult in Nature, not to 
e deſcribed, is the Rd and ſedate Work of the DEITY. A 
peed, not to be meaſured, is (with Reverence I uſe the Expreſſion, 
nd fv Fomport vie our low. Methods of Conception) the /olemn and 
ajeſtic Foet-pace of JEHOV AH.——How flat, are the following 
ines, even in the eat Maſter, of Lyric Song 
Roy 0e Cervis, & agente Nimbot . 
FF Ocyor Euro. 5 | | 
then compared with this inimitable Stroke of divine Poetry! 
He walketh upon the Wings of the Wind, © 


. 


die*” What ſublime, and emphatical Language, 


a Cofhn or a Skull, without a ſhuddering Hor- 


 Night-Thoughts, eſpecially from Night the Fourth. In which, Eu- 
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Gainers, by your Diſſolution. For, hear what 
the Oracle of Heavea ſays, upon this important 
point: Whoſoever belzeveth in Me, all never 


is This! This much, at leaſt, it muſt import 
Ihe nature of that laſt Change, ſhall be fur- 

riſingly altered, for the better. It ſhall no 
folighr be NS as a Puniſhment; but ra- 
ther be vouch/afed as a Bleſſing. To ſuch Per. 
ſons, it ſhall come attended, with ſuch a Train 
of Benefits; as will render it a kind of happy 
Impropriety, to call it Dymg. Dying ! No; 
tis Then they truly begin to live. Their exit 
is the End of their Frailty, and their Entrance 
* upon Perfection. Their laſt Groan, is the 
* Prelude to Life and Immortality.” 
O ye timerous Souls, that are terrifyed at the 
Sound of the paſſing Bell; that turn pale at the 
ſight of an opened Grave; and can fcarce behold 
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ror: Ye that are n Bondage to the griſly Tyrant, 
and tremble at the Shaking of his Iron Rod; 
cry mightily to the Father of your Sprits, for 
Faith in his dear Son. Faith, will free you 
from your Slavery. + Faith, will embolden you 

| | to 


| * John xi. 26. > 101 
+ Death's Terror is the Mountain Faith removes: 
Tis Faith diſarms Deſtruction. — | 
Believe, and look with Triumph on the Tomb. | 
Theſe, and ſome other Quotations, I am proud fo borrow from the 


efgy of Language, Sublimity of Sentiment, and the moſt exquilue 
Beauties of Poetry, are the /eajt Perfections to be admired, Almo 
every Line glows with Devotion; riſes into the moſt exalted Appre 

henſions of the adorable Redeemer ; and is animated wich the molt live: 
ly Faith in his All- ſufficient Mediation. The Author of this excel en 
Performance has the peculiar F elicity, of ennobling all the Strengt of 


Stile, and every Dclicaſy of Imagination, with the grand and — 
| guiſhing 
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> tread on (this fierceſt of) Serpents“.— Old 
imeon, claſping the Child Jeſus, in the Arms 
f his Fleſh, * the glorious Mediator in the 
rms of his Faith, departs with Tranquility 
d Peace. That bitter Perſecutor Saul, hav- 
ig won Chriſt; being found in Chriſt; longs 
be diſmiſfed from cumbrous Clay, and kindles 
to Rapture at the Proſpect of Diſſolution +. 
lethinks, I ſee another of Immanual's Follow- 
s, truſting in his Saviour; leaning on his Be- 
ved; go down to the ſilent Shades, with Com- 
oſure and Alacrity 4. In this powerful Name, 
innumerable Company of ſinful Creatures 
ave ſet up their Banners; and © overcome, 
through the Blood of the Lamb.” Authoriſ- 
| by the Captain of thy Salvation, Zhou alſo 
ayſt ſet thy Feet, upon the Neck of this King 
Terrors. F Fe: BR. with this Antidote, Thou 
ſo mayeſt play around the Hole of the Aſp, 
d put thy undaunted Hand on the Cockatrice- 
en | Thou mayſt & feel the Viper faſtening. 
thy mortal Part, and fear no Evil: Thou 
alt one Day ſhake it off by a joyful Reſurrec- 
dn, and//uffer no Harm. 
Reſurrection! That chearing Word eaſes my 
ind of an anxious Thought, and ſolves a mod 
omentous Queſtion. I was going to aſk; _ 
Wheretore do all theſe Corples lie here, in 
| | : "Ml this 


ſhing Truths of Chriſtianity, Theſe Thoughts give the higheſt 
tertainment to the Fancy; and impart the nobleſt Improvement to. 
Mind. They not only refine our Taſte, but prepare us for Death, 
ripen us. for Glory. I never take up this admirable Piece, but I 
ready to cry out—7ecum vivere amem, tecum obcam libens yh. the. 
Inſpire me with ſuch a Spirit, and Life ſhall be delightfu nor 
eath itſelf un welcome.“ "IP 
* Luke. x. 19. + Phil. i. 23. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. 
| 2 Pet, i. 14. || Iſai, xi. 8. & Atis xXVIii. 58. 
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* this abject Condition? Is This their final 
State? Has Death conquered! and will the 
* Tyrant hold Captivity captive ? How long 
* wilt thou forget them, O Lord? For ever” 
No, ſaith the Voice from Heaven, the Word 
of Divine Revelation; The Righteous are all 
% Priſoners of Hope*.” There is an Hour (an 
awful Secret That, and known only to all-fore- 
ſeeing Wiſdom) an appointed Hour there is, 
when an Act of Grace will pals the great Seal 
above, and give them an univerſal Diſcharge; 
a general Delivery from the Abodes of Corrup- 
tion.— Then ſhall the Lord 2 deſcend from 
Heaven, with the Shout of the Archangel, and 
the Trump of God. Deſtrudtion itſelf ſhall 
hear his Call, and the obedient Grave give up 
her Dead. In a Moment, in the Twinkling o 
an Eye, they ſhake off the Sleep of Ten hon =o. 
Years ; 2 ſpring forth, like the bounding Roe, 
to “ meet their Lord in the Air.“ 
And, O! with what cordial Congratulations; 
what tranſporting Endearments ; do the Soul 
and Body, thoſe affectionate Companions, re. 
unite! But with how much greater Demanſtra- 
tions of Kindneſs, are they both received, by 
their compaſſionate Redeemer ! The Antient 
of Days, who comes in the Clouds of Heaven, 
is their Friend; their Father; their Bridegroom. 
He comes with irreſiſtible Power and infinite 
Glory ; but they have nothing to fear from hv 
majeſtic Appearance. Thoſe tremendous S.. 
lemnities, Which ſpread Deſolation and Aſtoniſſe 
ment thro' the Univerſe ; ſerve only to inflame 
their Love, and heighten their Hopes. The 


Judge. 


La) 


Zech. 1x1 12. 
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udge, the awful Judge, amidſt all his Magni- 
cence and Splendor, vouchſafes to confeſs 
heir Names; vouchſafes to commemorate their 
idelity, before all the Inhabitants of the Skies, 
nd the whole aſſembled World. 
Hark! the Thunders are huſhed. See! the 
ightnings ceaſe their Rage. The Angelic 
Armies ſtand in filent Suſpence. The whole 
Race of Adam, is wrapped in pleaſing, or anx1- 
dus Expectation.— And now, that adorable Per- 
on, whoſe Favour 1s better than Lite ; whoſe 
Acceptance is a Crown of Glory; lifts up the 
ight of his Countenance upon the Righteous. 
e ſpeaks ; and what raviſhing Words proceed 
om his gracious: Lips! What Ecſtaſies of De- 
ght, they enkindle in the Breaſts of the Faith- 
Wul !—* accept you, O my People! Ye are 
& they, that believed in my Name. Ye are they, 
that renounced Your/elves, and are complete 
in Me. I ſee no Spot or Blemiſh in you; for 
ye are waſhed in my Blood, and cloathed 
with my Righteouſneſs. Renewed by my 
Spirit, ye have glorified me on Earth, and 
have been faithful unto Death. Come, then, 
ye Servants of Holineſs, enter into the Joy of 
your Lord. Come, ye Children of Light; 
ye Bleſſed of my Father; receive the Kindom, 
that ſhall rever be removed; wear the Crown, 
which fadeth not away ; and enjoy Pleaſures 
for evermore !” | \ 
Then, it will be one of the ſmalleſt Privi- 
ges of the Righteous, that they ſhall pn 


o more; that Sickneſs will never again ſhew 


ere pale Countenance, in their Dwellings“. 
5 M 2 Death 
* Iſaiah, ſpeaking of the new Jeruſalem, mentions this, as one of 


$ Immunities ; The Inhabitants thereof ſhall no more ſay, I am E:. 
Another 
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Death itſelf will be © ſwallowed up in Victory. 
That fatal Javelin ; which has drank the Blood 
of Monarchs, and finds it's Way to the Hearts 
of all the Sons of Adam ; ſhall be utterly brok- 
en. That enormous Scythe; which has ſtruck 
Empires from their Root, and {wept Ages and Ge- 
nerations into Oblivion; ſhall lie — in perpetual 
Uſeleſſneſs. Sin alſo, which filled thy Quiver, thou 
inſatiate Archer !—Sin, which ſtrung thy Arm 
with reſiſtleſs Vigour—which pointed all thy 
Shafts with inevitable Deſtrudtion.—Sin, will 
then be done away. Whatever is Vt, or de- 
praved, will be thrown off with our Grave- 
cloaths. All to come is perfect Holineſs, and 
conſummate Happineſs; the Term of whoſe 
Continuance 1s Eternity. 85 

O Eternity ! Eternity { How are our boldeſt, 
our {ſtrongeſt Thoughts, loſt and overwhelmed 
in thee! Who can E Landmarks, to limit thy 
Dimenſions; or find Plumbets, to fathom thy 
Depths ? Arithmeticrans have Figures, to com- 
E. all the Progreſſions of Time. Aftironomers 


ave Inſtruments, to calculate the Diſtances of 


the Planets. But what Numbers can ſtate, what 
Lines can guage, the Lengths and Breadths of 
Eternity? © It is higher than Heaven; what 
äcanſt thou do? deeper than Hell; what cant 
thou know? The Meaſure thereof, is longer 
** than the Earth, broader than the Sea“. 
Myſterious, mighty Exiſtence | A Sum, not 
to be leſſened by the largeſt Deductions An 
Extent, not to be contracted by all poſſible 
| Diumanutions 
Another Clauſe, in it's Royal Charter, runs thus; GOD fhall wih 
away all Tears from their Eyes ; aud there ſhall be no more Death 
neither Sorrow, nor Crying ; neither ſhall there be any more Pail: 
I ſal. xxxiii. 24. Rev, xxi. 4. 


Job xi. 8, 9. 
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Diminutions! None can truly ſay, after the 
moſt prodigious Waſte of Ages; So much of 
„Eternity is gone.” For, when Millions of 
Centuries are elapſed, it 1s but juſt commen- 
cing ; and, when Millions more have run their 
ample Round, it will be no nearer ending. 
Yea, when Ages, numerous as the Bloom of 
Spring; increaſed by the Herbage of Sum- 
mer; bothaugmented by the Leaves of Autumn; 
and all multiplied by the Drops of Rain, which 
drown the Winter—when theſe, and tenthouſand 
times ten thouſand more more than can be re- 
preſented by any Similitude. or 1magined by 
any Conception—when all thele are revolved 
and ſiniſned; Eternity, vaſt, boundleſs, amaz- 
ing Eternity, will only be beginning! 
hat a pleaſing, yet awful Thought is this! 
Full of Delight, and full of Dread. O! may it 
alarm our Fears, quicken our Hopes; and ani— 
mate all our Endeavours! Since we are ſo ſoon to 
launch into this endleſs and inconceivable State; 
let us give all Diligence, to ſecure our Entrance 
into Bliſs.— Noro, let us give all Diligence; de- 
cauſe there is no Alteration, in the Scenes of 
Futurity, The Wheel never turns: All is 
ledfaſt and immoveable beyond the Grave. 
Whether we are then ſeated on the Throne, or 
ſtretched on the Rack; a Seal will be ſet to our 
Condition, by the Hand of everlaſting Mercy, 
or inflexible Juſtice. The Sainis always rejoice 
amidſt the Smiles of Heaven; their Harps are 
perpetually tuned; their Triumphs admit of 
ao Interruption—The Ruin of the IWicked is ir- 
remediable. The fatal Sentence, once paſſed 
15 never to be repealed. No Hope of ex- 
changing their doleful Habitations. But all 
| | Things | 


When the laſt Sickneſs ſeized their Frame, and 
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Things bear the ſame diſmal Aſpect, for ever 
and ever. 0 | | 

The Wicked—My Mind recoils*, at the Ap- 
prehenſion of their Mifery. It has ſtudiouſ 
waved the fearful Subject; and feems well 
ling to purſue it, even now. But tis better to 
reflect upon it, for a few Minutes; than to en- 
dure it, to eternal Ages. Perhaps, the Conſi- 
deration of their aggravated Miſery, may be 
profitably terrible: may teach me more nghly 
to prize the Saviour, who © delivers from 
going down into the bottomleſs Pit;” may 
drive me, hke the Avenger's Sword, to this 
only City of Refuge, for „n, Sinners. 

The wicked ſeem to lie here, like Malefact- 
ors, in a deep and ſtrong Dungeon; reſerved 
againſt the Day of Trial.—“ Iheir Departure 
vas without Peace.“ Clouds of Horror ſat lou- 
ring upon their cloſing Eye-lids ; moſt fad] 
forebodingthe © Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. 
the inevitable Change advanced; when they ſaw 
the fatal Arrow, fitting to the Strings; ſaw the 
deadly Archer, aiming at their Heart; and felt 
the envenomed Shaft, faſtened in their Vitals— 
Good God ! what Fearfulneſs came upon them! 
What horrible Dread overwhelmed them! 
How did they ſtand ſhuddering and aghaſt, 
pee the tremendous Precipice! Exceſſively 
atraid to plunge into the Abyſs of Eternity, yet 
utterly unable to maintain their Standing on 
the + Me of Lite. EIN 

O! what pale Reviews; what ſtartling Proſpedts, 

conſpire to augment their Sorrows !--They look 
backward and behold! a moſt melanchol!y 

1 Scene 


* —Animus meminiſſe horret, lufluque refugit. VIRG. 
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scene! Sins unrepented of; Mercy lighted; 
and the Day of Grace ending!—They look for- 
17d, and nothing preſents itſelf, but the right- 
eous judge; the dreadful Tribunal; and a moſt 
ſolemn F roll around their 
atfrighted Eyes, on attending Friends. If Ac- 
complices in 1 it harpens their An- 
auiſh, to conſider this farther Aggravation of 
cheir Guilt; That they have not ſinned alone, 
but drawn others into the Snare. If religious 
Acquaintance; it ſtrikes a freſh Gaſh into their 
Hearts, to think of never ſeeing them any more, 
but only at an unapproachable Diſtance, ſepa- 

rated by the wg, te Gulph. | 
Act laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Find- 
ig no other poſſible way of Relief, they are 
cConſtrained to apply unto the Almighty. With 

frembling Lips, and a faultering Tongue, Dey 
cry unto that Sovereign Being, © who kills 
and makes alive.”---But why have they defer- 
ed, ſo long deferred their Addreſſes to God? 
Vhy have they de/þ:/ed all his Counſels; and 
ood incorrigible under his inceſſant Reproofs? 
ov often have they been forewarned of theſe 
Terrors; and molt importunately intreated, to 
the LORD, while he might be found?---I 
ih, they may obtain Mercy at the eleventh, 
Wt the laſt Hour. I wiſh they may be ſnatched 
rom the Jaws; the opened, the gaping, the al- 
oft cloling Jaws of Damnation. But, alaſs! 
ho can tell, whither affronted Majeſty will 
end an Ear to their Complaint? Whither the 
Holy One will work a Miracle of Grace, in be- 
alf of ſuch Tranſgreſſors? He may, for aught 
my Mortal knows, laugh at their Calamuy, 

and mock when their Fear cometh.” _ 
us 
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Thus they lie, groaning out the poor Re- 
mains of Life; their Limbs bathed in Sweat; 


their Heart ſtruggling with convulſive Throes; 


Pains inſupporiable throbbing in every Pulſe; 
and innumerable Darts of Agony transfixing 
their Conſcience. AL ER, 


In that dread Moment, how the frantic Soul 
Raves round the Walls of her Clay Tenement ; 
Runs to each Avenue ; and ſhrieks for Help. 
But ſhrieks in vain ! How wiſhfully She looks 
On all She's leaving, now no longer Her's ! 

A little longer, yet a little longer, 7 
O ! might She ſtay, to wIſh away her Crimes, 
And fit her for 122 Paſſuge ! Mournful Siglit! 
Her very Eyes weeb Blood,; and every Groan 
She heaves, Is big with Horror: But the Foe, 
Like a ſtaunc i Murd'rer, ſteady to his Purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe thro' cory Lane of Life, 

Nor miſfes once the Tract ; but preſſes on; 
TU, forc'd at laſt to the tremendous Verge, 

At once She ſinks X. 


If this be the End of the Ungodly, My 
* Soul, come not Thou into their Secret! Un- 
* to their Aſſembly mine Honour, be not Thou 
„ united !*---How awfully accomplithed is that 
Prediction of inſpired Wiſdom ! Sin, tho'ſeem- 
ingly ſweet in the Commiſſion; yet at ihe Laſt 
:t biteth like a Serpent, and flingeth like an Ad- 
der.---Fly, therefore, from tbe Tents; O! fly 


from the Ways, of ſuch wretched Men. 


Happy Diſſolution! were this the, Period of 
their Woes. But, alaſs! all theſe Tribulations, 
z Phd: are 


See a valuable Poem, intitled The Grave. 
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Are only the Beginning of Sorrows ;” a ſmall 
Drop only from that“ Cup of Trembling,” 
which is mingled for their future Portion No 
ſooner has the laſt Pang diſlodged their reluc- 
tant Souls, but they are hurried into the Pre- 
ſence of an injured angry God. Not under the 
conducting Care of beneficent Angels, but ex- 
oſed to the Inſults of accurſed Spirits; who 
frei templed them, now upbratd them, and 
vill for ever torment them.--- Who can imagine 
their Confuſion and Diltreſs ; when they ſtand, 
uilty and inexcuſable, before their incenſed 
Creator ? They are received with Frowns. The 
Godthat made them, has no Mercy on them“. 
The Prince of Peace, rejects them with Abhor- 
Wrence. He conſigns them over to Chains of 
Darkneſs, and Receptacles of De/þatr ; againſt 
the ſeverer Doom, and more public Iofamy, 
of the great Day.— Then, all the Vials of Wrath, 
will be emptied upon theſe wretched Creatures. 
The Law they have violated, and the Goſpel 
they have flighted ; the Power they have de- 
hed, and the Goodneſs they have abuſed ; will 
all get themſelves Honour in their exemplary 
Deſtruction. Then, God, the God to whom 
Vengeance belongeth, will draw the Arrow to 
the very Head, and ſet them as the Mark of his 
Inexorable Diſpleaſure. N 


Reſurrection will be no Privilege to them; 
but Immortality itſelf, their everlaſting Curſe. 
--Would they not bleſs the Grave, that Land 
where all: Things are forgotten; and wiſh to 
lie eternally hid? in it's deepeſt Gloom? But, 

W N N 


* Iſa, xxvii. 11, 


Wbence, can they find Help ?—To which off 


all in vain; 'tis all too late.— Friends and Ac- 


himſelf, deſerts them in this dreadful Hour. 
+To fly, will be impracticable A to Juſtify them 


any Sußplications, utterly un available. 


of all Hearts are diſcloſed. The hidden Thing 
of Darkneſs are brought 


fices ; with which Hypocrites impoſed upd! 
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the Duſt refuſes, to conceal their Perſons; or 
to draw a Veil over their Practices. They alſo 
muſt awake; muſt ariſe ; muſt appear at the 
Bar; and meet the judge. A judge, before 
whom the Pillars o Heaven tremb e, and the 
Earth melts away.“ A judge, once long: ſuffer- 
ing, and very compaſſionatè; but now unalter. 
ably determined, to teach ſtubborn Offendets--. 
What it is, to Srovoke the Omnipotent God. 
head | what it is, to lrample upon the Blood 
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of his Son: and offer Deſp:te to all the graci i 
ous, Overtures of his Spirit, 
muſt. ſeize. the impenitent Rebels, when they Wl 


are ſummoned to the great Tribunal !—Wha 
will they. do, in this Day of ſevere Viſitation? 
This Day of BR Where? How? 


the Saints will they turn?, Whither betake them- 
ſelves, for Shelter or for Succour P Alafs! ti 


quaintance know them no more. Men and 


Angels abandon them, to their a 80770 : 
Doom. Even the Mediator, the MEDIATORE 


ſelves, {till more impoſſible; and now, to make 


Behold the Books are opened, The Secret 
| to 
how ineffectual now, are a 


Light. How emptj 
Il thoſe refined Ari. 
their Fellow-Creatures, and 5 u Cha 
racter in the ſight of Men I- The jealous . 
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cho has been about their Path, and about! their 
Bed, and ſpied out all their Ways, ſets before 
them the de that they have done. „ 
cannot 'anſwer him one in a Thouſand, 
ſtand in the awful Judgment. The Heauthote 45 
veal. their Iniquities and the, Earth viſes ub 
againſt them*. They are ſpeechleſs with Guilt, 
and /igmatized with Infamy, before all the Ar- 
mies of the Sky, and all the Nations of the Re- 
deemed, What a Favour would they Efteem 
it; to hide their aſhamed Heads, in the Bottom 
of. the Ocean; or even to be N. beneath the 
Ruins of the tottering World! | 
If the Contempt, poured upon them, be thus 
inſu pg ow will their Hearts endure 
21 9 the Sword of infinite Indignatian is un- 
ſheathed: and fiercly waved,” around their de- 
ſenceleſs Heads; or or, pointed directly, at their 
naked Breaſts? How, muſt the wretches ſcream 
with wild Amazement, and rend the very 
Heavens with their Cries, when the r:ght-aim- 
Jing Thunderbolts go abroad ! Go abroad, with a 
dreadful Commiſſion, to drive them from the 
Kingdoms of Glory ; and plunge them not 
into 1275 Sorrows of a Moment, or the Tortures 
olan Hour---but into all the reſtleſs Agonies, of 
unquenchable Fire, and everlaſting Deſpairt. - 
Miſery of Miſeries ! too ſhocking for Reflee- 
tion, to dwell upon. But, if ſo diſmal to fore 1 
ng, A8 Ike 4 Diltagce: together with 


eB i F ide 
Sloguat ür ab an( > vo 
+ Reg ons of Sprrowy doleful Shades, pid Peace 3 
And reſt can newer dwell ;* Hope never comes 
e comes to All ; buCTorture witkout Ende 
Still urges, and 4 fer Deluge, fed 
With ever-burning ulphur unconſum'd, . Mir, 
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comfortable Expectation of eſcaping it—O! 
how bitter, inconceivably bitter, to bear; with- 
out any Intermiſſion; or any Mitigation 7 
through hopeleſs and eternal Ages • 
Who has any Bowels of Pity-?— Who has any 
Sentiments of Compaſſion? Who has any tender 
Concern for his Fellow- creatures? Who Pn 
Gous: Name, and for Chriit's Sake, let him 
ſhew it; by warning every Man, and beſeech- 
ing every Man, to /cek the Lord while he may 
be ound : To throw down the Arms of Rebell:- 
on, before the Act of indemnity expires: Sub- 
2 adore the Lamb while he holds out 
the golden Sceptre: Here, let us act the friend. 
IV Part to Mar kind. Here, let the whole Force 
z0ur Benevolence exert itſelf; in exhorting 
Relations, Acquaintance, Neighbours; whom- 
ſoever Y ẽ . may probably influence, to take the 
Win of Faith unfeigned; of Repentance unde: 
layed; and flee away from this Wrath to come. 
Upon the Whole; what ſtupendous Diſcove- 
Ties are theſe! Lay them up in a faithful Re- 
membrance, O my Soul. Recollett them, with 
the moſt ſerious Attention; when thou lieſt 
down, and when thou riſeſt up. When thou 
Mulkeſt, receive them for thy Companzons; 
when thou talkeſt liſten to them as thy Prompt. 
ens; and whatever thou doeſt, conſult them as 
hy Directors. Influenced by theſe Conſidera- 
tions; thy Views will greaten; thy Affection 
Þeiexalted; and _ thyſelfraiſed above iN 
wantalrzmg mg. Power of periſhing Thi Duly 
. N or hs it wil * th Sui thy De 
res, and Me Acope. ot nz zAREAPOUTS, do gam 
the App de of that Cars DORA * 
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will then fill the Throne, and pronounce the 
deciſive Sentence. Thou vilt ſee nothing 
worth a Wiſh“*, in Compariſon of having his 
Will for thy Rule: his Glory for thy Aim; 
and his Holy Spirit for thy ever-attuating 
Principle:s end 0 YE tai at th tb ine 
Wonder; O man; be loſt in Admiration; at 
thoſe prodigious Events, which are 1 up- 
on the Univerſe. Events, the Greatnels of 
which, nothing finite can meaſure. Such, as 
will cauſe whatever is conſiderable or mo- 
mentous in the Annals of all Generations, to 
ſink into Littleneſs and Nothing, Events (Jeſus 
prepare us for their Approach; defend us, 
when they take Place !) big with the everlaſt- 
ing Fates, of all the Living, and all the Dead. 
—[ muſt: ſee the Graves cleaving; the Sea 
teeming ; and Swarms unſuſpected, Crouds un- 
numbered, yea, Multitudes of hronging Na- 
tions, riſmg from both. I muſt ſee the World 
in Flames; muſt ſtand at the Diſſolution of all 
terreſtrial Things; and be an Attendant on the 
Buriab of Nature. I muſt fee the vaſt expanſe 
ol the Sky, wrapt up like a Scroll; and the in- 
carnate God, iſſuing forth from Light inacceſ- 
ſible, with Ten thouſand Times ten thouſand 
Angels, to judge both Men and Devils. —I muſt 
lee the Curtain of Time drop; ſee all Eternity 
diſcloſed to View; and enter upon a State of 
Being, chat will never, never, have an End. 
And ought Tnot (let the vaineſt Imagination 
determing : dughi I not) to try the Sincerity of 
Iii md 983 99 ,t in 10 my 
Fan Day of Dread, Deciſion, and pe!!! 
e Thouglit of Thee, each fublunary Wiſh" 1) 
Lets go it's eager Graſp, and quits the World. 
| 5 ' Night-Th oughts, 
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my Faith, and take heed to my Ways P Is there 
an Inquiry; is there a Care; of greater, of 
equal, of comparable Importance ?—Is not 
is an inſinitely preſſing Call, to ſee that my 
Loins are giroed about; my Lamp trimmed; 
and myſelf dreſſed for the Bridegroom's Appear: 
ance? That waſhed in the Fountain opened in 
my Saviour's Side, and clad with the Marriage 
Garment wove by his Obedience; I may be 
found in Peace, unblameable, and unreprove- 
able.—Otherwiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with Bold. 
neſs; when the Stars of Heaven fall from-therlf 
Orbs p How ſhall I come forth erect and cou. 
ageous:; when the Earth itſelf reels to and fro 
life a Drunkard'* ? How ſhall I look up with 
Joy, and ſee my Salvation drawing nigh ; when 
the Hearts of Millions and Millions fail for 

Now, Madam, leſt my Meditations ſet in 4 
Cloud ; and leave any unpleaſing Gloom upon 
your Mind; let me once more turn to the 
brightning Proſpects of the Righteous. A View 
of Them, and their delightful Expectation, 
may ſerve to exhilarate the Thoughts; which 
have been muſing upon melancholy Subjetts 
and hovering about the Edges of infernal Dark-W 
neſs, Juſt as aſpacious Field, arrayed in clear. 
ful Green, relieves and reinvigorates the Eye; 
which has fatigued ufelf by poring upon ſome 
minute; br gazing upon ſome glaring Object. 
The Righteous ſeem to lie by, in the Boſoni 
of the Earth, as a wary Pilot in ſome wel 
ſheltered Creek; till all the Storms, which in. 
feſt. this lower World, are blown over. Frm 
ee a 50 the 
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; hey enjoy ſafe Anchorage; are in no Danger 


ry 


f /oundering, amidſt the Waves of prevailing 
0 : Iniquity; or of being /hrpwrecked, on the Rocks 
t any powerful Temptation. But, ere-long; 
/ e alf behold them hoiſting the Flag 'of 
i ope ; riding before a ſweet Gale of atoning 


erit, and redeeming Love; till they make, 
ith all the Sails of an aſſured Faith, the bleſſed 
ort of eternal Life. T1 
Then, may the honoured Friend, to whom I 


© Wm Ong rich in good Works; rich in 
0. eavenly Tempers ; but inexpreſſibly richer in 
It 


er Saviour's A I ATe ts may ſhe en- 


er the Harbour, like a gallant lately Veſſel ; re- 
turned ſucceſsful and victorious from ſome 


rand Expedition; with Acclamations, Hons 
ur, and Joy! While my little Bark, attendant 
n the Solemnity, and a Partaker of the Tri- 
mph, glides humbly after: and both reſt to- 
Wether in the Haven—the wiſh'd for, bliſsful 
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ü laven, of perfect Security, and everlaſting 
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| a 2 iind ens 
1 N ke If, my Meditations ' took 1 
| 0 Turn among the Tombs. They viſited the 
awful and melancholy Manſions of the Dead“; 
and you was pleaſed to favour them with your 
Attention. —May I, now, beg the Honour o 
your Company, in a more inviting and delight. 
ful Excurſion ? In a beautiful Flower-Garden; 
where I lately walked, and at once regaled the 
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Senſe, and indulged the Fand. 
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* < Diſconrſcs/on the Vanity of che Ctèntute, Which repreſent 
che Barrenneſs of every Thing in this World, and it's Incapacit 
i" © of producing any ſolid or ſubſtantial Happineſs, are uſeful. —Thot 
} » + Speculation, alſo, which ſhew the Grigad Side. of Things, and la 
| forth thoſe innocent Entertainments, which are to be met with among 
the ſeveral Objeds chat encompaſs us, are no leſs beneficial.” Shell. 
Vol. V. No. 393. Upon tht Plan of theſe 08/erugiions, the proce: 
ang and following Reflections are formed, $8 
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It was early in a Summer Morning, When 
the Air was cool; the Earth moiſt ; -thewhote _ 
Face of the Creation freſh and gay. The noiſy 
World was ſcarce awake. Bufine/s had not 
quite {hook of his ſound Sleep; and Riot had 
but juſt reclined his giddy. Head. All was 
ſerene: all was ſtill: Every thing tended to in- 
ſpire 3 of Mind, and invite to ſerious 

hought. | F 

Only the wakeful Lark had left her Neſt, 

and was mounting on high, to ſalute the open- 
ing Day, Elevated in Air, ſhe ſeemed to call 
the laborious Huſbandman to his Toil, and all 
her Fellow-Songſters to their notes:—Earlieſt of 
Birds, ſaid I, tion ef the Dawn, may I 
always riſe at thy Voice]! Riſe, to offer the 
Mattin Song; and adore that beneficient Being, 
* who maketh the Outgoings of the Morning 
* and Evening to rejoice.” JEAGAM: 
- How-charming to rove abroad, at this fweet 
Hour / Prime To enjoy the Calm of Nature; 
to tread the dewy Lawns ; and taſte the unrifled 
Freſhneſs of the Air ! 0 r n 


. . Sweet is the Breath of Morn, her Riſing ſweet, 
Mi Charm of earlieſt Birds. 
What a'Pleaſure do the Sons of Sloth loſe ? 
Little, ah! little is the Sluggard ſenfible, how 

delicious an Entertainment he foregoes, for the 
| pooreſt of all anzmal Gratifications“ 9al G 
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See] how Revelation and Reaſon, the Scriptures andthe Claſſics, 
unanimouſly exhort to this moſt beneficial Practice. They both'tnvite 
u3 to early Rifing, by the moſt engaging Motives, and the moſt allur- 
ing Repreſentations, - 1 AA MEFY 22 o DO Ks, aa 2 F3.p ne 
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Slumbers? While the vigorous Sun is up 
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The Greyneſs of the Dawn; 18 ect 
N of ruddy Streaks tin Fleeces 
of the Firmament. Till at kings th the dappled 
Aſpe&. of the Eaſt is laſt, in one ardent, and 
boundleſs, Bly/h,—ls it the Surmiſe of Imagina- 
£08, or do the LP really redden with Shame; 

ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched, on their WOE 
Pillows Shall man be loſt, in luxurious Eaſe 
Shall man waſte theſe precious Hours, in idle 


Ling on his Maker's Errand? While ll tb che 
er d Choir are hymning the Creator, and 
wr their. he Harmony. No, Let 
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Straittowards Heav'n my wond ring He 7 turn d, 
And gaz'd a whale the ample Sky. n eee 
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Prodigious Theatre! Where Li SED 
their Fire, and Thunders utter Aheir⸗ 


dart 

ice. 

Where Tempeſts ſpend their Rage, and Worlds 

unnumbered. roll at. _— the: Greatne/s 
x 11 Death 2a 20 24 

N. ＋4 20 . ORE ' «20516 of 

Come, m Beloved, w US pre Piel t ws lodge in 
the Plover, Let us get 1 4 to "the Vi org 45 825 if "the 
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of that wighty Hand; which meteth ont this 
amazing rene with a Span. O. the 
fly "of chat  wonderful- Being; "before 
whom this unmeaſurable PRs 15 NO more 
than à Point And O (thou 15 caſing * Thou ght!) 
the unſearchable Rickes.of that Mercy; which i 
greater tan the Heavens * | [Is mic 'enlar red 
and extenſive, in it's gracious Exerciſe; than 
theſe illimitable Tracts of Air, and Sca, anf 
Firmament! Which pardons Crimes of the moſt 
enormous Size, and the moſt horrid 1 
tions; pardons them in Conſideration af the Re. 
deemer's Atonement, with. perfect F recneſs, and 
the utmoſt Readineſs |: More 175 2 a it, were 


poſſible, than this alt-/urreunding Expan/e ad- 
2 within it's Circuit, a *Ridye 9050 fountains, 
or even a Grain of Jand. en vo 917 
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Sinners. Dome x, weary and heavy Jaden w 
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Pſal. cviii. 4. 
4 bg Lines high wlldw, ate admirably deſcrip tive: of the Spirit 
44 Practice, hinted above. In them Deſire e Prayer wre/tlcs.; 
and Faich, as it were, . the prize.—1 take Leave to tran {plant 
them, into this Place; and cauld with them a better, a more conſpi- 
Gious) Sicuatiun, than either their new or their xative Soil. Their na- 
tire Sail, is no ther than The lumentation of a Sin Na of th 
Mr. Stexnheld, Notwnhſtanding the unpromiſing. roche 
Performance, F think, We e jay c challenge the greateſt Maſters, 
produce vu thing mots fpitited and importunate ; mdre fut o Nas 
ture, or more fluſhed with Life, 
Mer, good LORD, Mercy I crave ; 
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The ſhort Sentences—Not a ſingle Co ae Re+ 
petition of the Divine Nagte——The- wall ince llant Reiteratton of the 
Bleſſing, ſo paſſienatelꝶ: de ſired, and inexpreſhbly neede his d thc 
genuine Language of Adar ;:.theſe...are, Beautics.obvaous;tor.every 


Lye; Cannot fail, either to pleaſe the judicious Taſte, or to edit 
che 5 5 Heart. f N * : 


Came hither, then, 7 Ade e 
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a'Senſe of your Iniquities:' Condemn your- 
ſelves. Renounce all Reliance on any thing of 
your o, Let your Truſt be in the tender 


Mercy of God, for ever and ever. 
TN them hath he ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun“. 
— Behold him coming forth from the Chambers 
of the Eaſt: See! the Clouds, like floating 
Curtains, are thrown back at his Approach. 
With what refulgent Majeſly does he walk a. 
broad! How tranſcendantly bright is his Counte- 
nance: ſhedding Day, and inexhauſtible Light, 
through the Univerſe !—Is there a Scene; tho 
finiſhed by the molt. elaborate and coſtly Re- 
finements of Art, comparable to theſe il 
* pſtrious Solemnities of opening :Sunthine! 
Before tleſe, all theiſhallied Pageantry-of the 
©! Theatre ;-the glittering. Oeconomy of an Al- 
| *'fembly ;; or even the heightened Ornaments 
© of a Royal Palace; hide their diminifhed 
* Heads, and ſhrink into Nothing.“ I have 
read of a Perſon, ſo ſtruck with the Splendor; 
of this noble Luminary ; that he imagined him: 
ſelf made on purpoſe to contemplateit'sGlories. 
O! that Chriſtians would adopt his Perſuafion 
and transfer it to the Sun / Rrghteouſie/s ! 
Thus applied, it would ceaſedo be a chimeri⸗ 
cal Notion, and become a moſbimportant Truth. 
For ſure J am, it is the ſupreme: Happineſs of 
the eternal State; and therefore may woll be 
the ruling Concern of this'prefent Life; & K 
the only tu, GOD, . and FESUS CHRIST, 
W401 he hath ſent. Nor do I ſtandt alone in this 
Option: 1 The very beſt Judge of whatever i 
valuable in Science, or perfective of our Na. 
8 K n e on $A or A reer ene, 
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ture; a Judge, who formed his taſte on the 
Maxims of Paradiſe, and received the Finiſhings 
of his Education in the third Heavens; this. 
Judge, determines to now © nothing} but- E= 
US CHRIST, and Him crucified. He poſſeffed, 
in his own Perſon; the fineſt, the moſt admired 
Accompliſhments ; yet pronounces them no bet- 
ter than Dung, in compariſon of the * ſuperemi- 
nent Excellency of this faving Knowledge. 
Methinks, I diſcern a thouſand admirable 
Properties in the Sun. Tis certainly, the belt 
material Emblem of the Creator. There is 
W more of God in it's Lisſtre, Energy, and l. 
%, than in aay other viſible Being. To wor- 
ſhip it as a Deny, was the leaſt inex cuſablCot 
all the heathen Idolatries. One: ſcarce can 
wonder, that fallen Reaſon ſhould: miſtake fo 
fair a Copy, for the ador able Original. l Na 
Compariſbn, in the whole Book of facred Wiſ⸗ 
dom, pleaſes me more; than that which re- 
ſembles che bleſſed Jeſus, to yonder Regent of 
the Day be Who now advances on his azure 
Road, to ſeatter Light and diſpenſe Gladnet; 
chrough the Nations. Led: 
What were all the Realms of the World, but 
a Dungeam of Darkneſs, without the Beams 0! 
the Sund All their fine Scenes, hid ſrom our 
View; Joſt} in- Obſcurity.— In vain, we roll a- 
round ou Eyes, in the midnight Gloom. In 
vain, we flribe to- behold the Features of ami- 
able Nature. Turn whither we will, no Form 
or Comelineſs ; appears; / All ſcemsga dreary 
Waſte j An undiſtingu uked: Chaos. Tillabe re- 


10 5g 10 „Sie tu vttoleg 
22 * The Excellency of the Knowledge. Phil. iii. 7. 8. 

T Unto you, that fear my Name, fall the Sun of Right 
1 a } * . . 30 * ” * of 

ery", 12h (Healing in tas Wings, Mal. iv. 2. 
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che livelieſt Verdures array the Plains. 
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turning Hours, have unbarred the Gates of i 
F-34408 Tank let forth the Morn. Then, what 2 


Proſpeft _ The Heavens' — ved with 

and ſtrewed with Roſes. Variet of 
The 
Flowets put on a Glow:of the richeſt Goloan 


The whole Creation ſtands forth; dreſſed in all | 
the Charms of Beauty. The raviſhed By took 
round, and wonders. 


e Condition Pont in 


tellectual Nature, without the great Redeemer 
and his Divine Reue lation Alas! What ab: 
ſurd and unworthy Apprehenſions, did the 


Pagan Sages form of God What idle Dreams, 
what childiſh Conjettures, were theirDoEtring 


of a future State IIe did the Bulk, even of 


that favourite Nation: the Jews, Weaty them. 
ſelves in very Vanity, to obtain Peace and Re. 


conciliation with Their offended Jeno van! 


Till. Jeſus aroſe: upon our benighted Minds, 


and brought Life and Immortalit to lüght; til 


he aroſe, to enligniten the toret Gentileg, am 

to bethe Glory of has People Afra. 
Now we no longer c 2 with el ln 

patience; Where 1s 60D my Mater? For t 


are allowed to contemplats-the*: Brightneſs 6 
his Glory, and the exprefsIma age of his Perſon, 


in the Face of ESU CHRIST: Now; we 10 


| longer inquire, with an! anſttified Soſtcitudt, 


* Whkich,isthe Wa eee Jeſut 
has: marked the Pa Mis hin ig Bain ple; 
and. left us an unerring Mus, vin Rig ROU Wort 


—New, Me habe no — Reafon ts proce 


wit miſgiving Hearts) in our Journey to Etei 
nity; or to atk e as we go; oa 
3 3 
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| will roll away the Stone, and open the ever- 
 laſtip Dos: Who will remove the flaming 
1 and give us Admiſſion into the De- 
lig ts of Paradile ?” For it is done, All done, 
| X he Captain of our Salvation. Sin he has 
| ed, by the unblemiſhed Sacrifice of him-- 
The — he has Julfilled, by his perfect 
2 \ The Sinner he trans/orms; by his 
anctifying Spirit—In a Word; He hath both 
reſented, us with a clear Diſcovery, of good 
Things to come; and adminiſtere to nus un 
hund t Entrance into the final eee of 
gem 
| „797 3 we bleſ God for the 
cling, Seaſons, and -revolving Day; let us 
Nore, Aan adore Him, for the more pre. 
0u5 Appearance of the Sun of Righteoufneſs, 
dd Pede * Without which, we 
e groping, even to this Hour, 


A Darkncls „and the Shadow of Death. 
bibo n Which, ve muſt have wandered in a 
laze of. inextricable Uncertainties; and nave 
ſturabled upon the dark Mountains” of Error, 
ye fell. into the bottomleſs Pit of Perdition. 
WITHOUT. that grand enliveni 2 le, 
hat were; this Earth, but a lifeleſs A 
de Lump olf inactive Matter ? The 15 rees 
205 Reyes) break forth into Leaves, -nor-the: - 
ng bup- into Flowers. We:ſhould ne 
wm the Meadows, mamled over with” 
eff Ger nie; alloys) ſtanding thick with 
i Oro cak in the beauti | Langage = 

a x Bropha bet; N langer would: t L, 
Jay rat r te laue . The Tab, 


OY; 10 p 


K 0 2 52 
08 2 ch V4 74 NT. H. 9 
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of the Olive would fail, an the Fields could viel 
Meal: The Flocks muſt be cut off from the 
rold, and there would be no. Herd in the Stalls, 
he Jun darts it's Beams among l all the Ve. 
vetable Tribes; and paints the Spring, and en. 
Tiches the Autumn. This pierces to the Roou 
of the Vineyard and the Orchard; and fets 
afloat thoſe ferwentie Juices, which at length 
burſt into Floods of Wine, or bend the Bough 
with a mellow Load. Nor are it's Favours con. 
fined to the Upper Regions: but diſtributed un. 
to the deepeft Receſſes of Creation. It penetrate 
the Beds of Metal, and finds it's Way to the 
Plate of the Sapphires. = tincturet the Sech 
'of Geld, chat are ripening into Ore; 3, and 
"throws 4 Briliancy'1 Into e ater of the Dis 
mond, chat is hardening on its Rock. 
hort; the beneficiat Agenc y of this magtiificen 
Luminary, is inexprel ible: - It bz4ntzfies an 
bog brett univerfal Nature. There is ty 
'« thing hid from the Heat thereof. MO e 
© Juſt in the ſame Manner, were the ration! 
World dend in Treſpaſſes and Sins; without 4he 
. reviving Energy of Jeſus Chriſt. He is 'th 
Reſurrection and the Life:“ The overflowit 
Fountain of the one, and the allpo werft 
Cauſe of che other. The ſecond Adam 11 
qulckening irit, and all his Saints Hive thn 
Fin: ines upon their Affeckions; "ah 
h they iy forth: 1 5 HedVen! 
7 Abend mn the Fruits of Right " 
unfeigned, and Love undiſſembled, 
nobleſt Productions of the renewed N ature, 
che Effect of his Operation on the Mind. 
ſo much as one divine Diſpoſition could pa 


itſe 


f 


4eſslf; not, one ee Habit unſold. and 
WHouriſh; een the kindly Influences of; has 
Grace. 
As, there is. no nel ſo gn no 
| Cheng -without the Sun. When that 
auſpicious Sovereign of the Day, diffuſes, the 
1 dneſs . morning Splen ay he creates, 
an univerſal. Feſtival. Millions of. ittering 
nſects awake into Exiſtence, and baſk. in ü 
Rays. The Birds ſtart from their Slumbers, 
Wand: pour their, delighted Souls, in Harmony. 
WT he. Flocks, with Hanne Accents, hail the 
relcome Bleſſing. 'The Valleys rin 0 
Iuſic; the Hills echo back the artleſs Strains. 
FM that is vocal, joins in the general Choir: all 
that has Breath, exults in the chearing influen 
-Whereas ; was that radiant Orb ng ens 
x tremendous Gloom would enſue, and Horrar 
inlup rtable. Nay ; let it only be eclipſe, 
for a few, Minutes; and all Nature aſſumes. an 
Air of Sadneſs. . The Heavens are wrapt in 
Des, and put on a kind of Mourning, The 
Ae Animals hang down their dejee- 
ted” The Songſters of the Grove are 


rey: Ominous Birds come forth and 
A 0 2 The Heart of Man fails, or a ſudden 
Pan * es the foreboding Wing: So, when 
Chrilt hides; away his Face; when Faith. lofes 
Sight of that Conſolation of 7, Ice: ho of 
are the Feeder ofit 85 Gas ! Our 880 Pa 


dion F. nun 


7 10 Jin 1 Kin as the eat Soul of the . bee and pro- 
* duces All the Neceſſaries oy, ife has a particular Inſſuence in 


ie the ade Man oy making the. Heart — lk. 
V. No. 387. 


ch dumb. Howling Beaſts roam abroad 
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to be a conſuming Fire, and our Sins cry loudly f 
for Vengeance. The Thoughts bleed in. 
wardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily. Al 
without is irkſome; all within is diſconſolate. 
Lift up then Ni Jeſus, thou noble- 
Day. ring from on high! O lift up the Light 
of thy Countenance, upon thy People! Reveal 
the Fulneſs of thy mediatorial Sufficiency; make Wl 
clear our Title to this great Salvation; and 
thereby impart | | T 2 4 N. . 5 


What nothing earthly-gives, or can dero; 
The Soul s calm Sunſhine, and the Heart: fait 7e. 


In one Inſtanee more, let me purſue the 8. 
militude. The Sun, I obſerve, pours his Luſtre i 
all around: to every, Diſtances and in every Wl 
Direction. Profuſely liberal of his Gifts, He 
Hluminates and chears all the Ends ↄf the Earth, 
and the whole Compaſs of the Skies. The Eal 
reddens with his riſing Radiance; and the 
weſtern Hills. are gilded with hi ſtreaming 
Splendors. The chilly Regions of the Non 5 
are cheriſhed by his genial Warmth; whale the 
ſouthern Tra&s, glow with his Fire. Thus, 
are the Influences of the ſun of Righteouſnel, 
A and unconfined, The Generations o 
/ d felt them . and Generations yet unborn, vil 
rejoice in them. The Merits gf his precious 
Deathextended ta the firſt, and willhe Propaga 
ed tothe laſt Ages of Mankind NAY they 
ere long, vi t the gemioteſt Climates, and dark: 
eſt Corners of the Earth Command thy Goſpel, 

bleſſed Jeſus, thy everlaſting Goſpel, to take 

the Wings of the Morning, and travel vid 


* 
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Vonder Sun. Let it fly upon ſtrong Pinions a- 
nong every People, Nation, anc Language, 
That, where the Heat ſcoarches, and the Col: 
freezes, Thou mayeſt be known, confeſſed, an 
ST adored! That Strangers to thy Name, and 
Enemies to thy Doctrine, may be - enlightened 
Vith the Knowledge, and won to the Love, of 
Ichy Truth! Ol may that beſt of Eras come 
that wiſhedpfor Period advance; when A the 
Ends of the World ſhall remember themſelves, 
and be turned unto the LORD, and all the 
Kindreds of the. Nations worſhtp before him 
From the Heavens, ve retire to 1 
Here, the Drops of Deu, like ſo many liquid 
Cryſtals t, ſparkle upon the Eye. How brilliant, 


4 


end unſullicd; is their Luſtre! How little in- 


cerior to the proud Stone, which irradiates a 
WE Monarch's Crown ! They want nothing but 
olidity and Permanency; to equal them with 
we fineſt Treaſures of the Jeweller's Caſket ;,— 
nere, it muſt be confeſſed, they are greatly 
» Wdeficient ; ſhort-lived Ornaments ; poſſelled of 
WW ittle more, than a momentary Radiance. The 
on, chat lights them up, vl ſoon melt them 


into Air, or exhale them into Vapours. With- 
in an Hour, we may look for their Place, and 
they ſhall be away.“ -O] may every good 
Reſolution of mine, and of my Flock's ; may 
Pour urüted Breathings after God, not be like 
theſe triinfiens Decorations of the Morning; but 


1 The one ſhines more and more, with augmented 
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| f Now Morn, her roſy 'Steps in th* Eaſtern Clime 

© Advancing, ſow'd the Earth with orient Peart, Mirr. 
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Splendors while. the other, having glittered 
aily for a few Moments, diſappear and are 


Hou ſenſibly has this Dew refreſhed the vege. 
table Kingdoms; The fervent Heat of Yeſter. 
days Sun, had almoſt parched the Face, and 
exhauſted: the Sweets, of Nature. But what a 
ſovercign Reſtorative, are theſe cooling Difiilla- 
Z:0ns of the Night! How they gladden, and in- 


72 | | A * 0 A _ Ly * FP 2 : E 5 - 
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vigorate, the languiſhing Herbs! Sprinkled Wi 
with theſe reviving Drops, their Verdure Wl 
deepens; their Bloom is new-fluſhed ;- their 
Fragrance, faint or intermitted, becomes potent Wil 
and copious. —Thus does the ever-bleſſed Spirit Wl 


Tevive the drooping troubled” Conſcience. of 


a Sinner. When that Almighty Comforier Wil 
ſheds his ſweet influence on the Soul; difptays BR 
the all-ſufficient Sacrifice of a DivineRedeemer; Wl 


and“ witneſſes with our Spirit, that we are 
2ntereſted in the Saviour, and, by this means, 
are Children of 60D, then, what a pleaſing 
Change enſues ! Former Anxieties are remem- 
bred no more. Every uneaſy Apprehenſioi 
vaniſhes. - Soothing Hopes, and Aab 
pettations, | Don , The Countenance drop 
It's dejected Mien; the Eyes brighten, with 3 
lively Chearfulneſs-; while the Lips expreſs the 
Heart-felt Satisfaction, in the Language of 
this Senſe, merciful God, be ate Dew: unte 
ſſraes l , Pour upon them the'continual Dev 
ob thy Bleſling.” And O! let not my, Fleece 
be "try! while Heavenly, Benodidion: deſcend 
upon all around. 6319 JA (ai CONES gg. . 
When number thefÞ: Dent ProE het 
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hang on every Hedge; they twinkle from ever) 
— ; e elle Herbage of 270 
Field. Not a Blade of Graſs, not a ſingle Leaf, 
but wears the watry Pendants. Sorvaft'1s the 
Profujion, that it baffles the Arithmetician's Art. 
Here, let the benevolent Mind contemplate 
and admire that emphatical Scripture; which, 
from this elegant Similitude, deſcribes the In 
creaſe of the Meffah's Kingdom. The Royal 
Prophet, ſpeaking of Chriſt, and foretelling the 
Succeſs of his Religion, has this remarkable 


Expreſſion* ; The Deo of thy Berti ts Y te 


2 
« 
* 
% 
* 


.  * Pſalm ex. g. The Dew of thy Birth is larger, more copious, than 
the Dew which proceeds from the Womb of the Morning. I cannot 
acquieſce in the he Verſion; beeaule that disjoins the Humbef the 
Morning, from the Dew of thy Births, - Whereas, they ſeem $9bave 
a clear Aﬀhnity, and a cloſe-Connediion. _ "The Womb of the Morn- 
ing is, with the utmoſt Pertiner cy, applied to the Conception and 
Preduction of De ws; agreeably to'a delicate Line, in that gteat Mai- 
ter of juſt Deſcription, and lively Painting, Mr. Ihompſon ... 


Ie meek-ey'd, Morn appears, Mother of Dews. Summer. ̃ + 
Wie meet -with a fine Expreſſion in the Book of Fob, which may 


erve to confirm this remark; may illuſtrate the Propriety,of the 


Fhrafe, ufed in this Counetlion. “ Hach the Rain a Father, or who 
hath cbt ten the Drops of Deu? It ſeems the Oriental Writers 
. 80 repreſent the Dew, as a kind of Birth, as the Ollspring of 
the forning. And if ſo, ſurely there could be no Lniage in the whole 
Compaſs ofikis Univerſe, better adapted to the Pſalmift's Purpoſe; or 
more ſtrongly figutficant of theſe: Multitudes of Proſelytes, hich were 


born, not. of ect nor of the a ill. of. the Fleſh, Hor of. the, A4 of 


Man, but of GOD ; by the pawerful, Energy of his Word and Spirit. 
Upon this Supt fition; the&whole Verle deſcribes Jas 


471 11 4 \ bk CM af... 26 —_ Le aca 
The willing SdbjeRtion, 2 . esche Ind at 


The gracigus Accomplifupentyy of Chriſt'; Converiſj, 


And eV  humbe : ' 


229911 VI 7; 3H1 |! 11 " mOniiis{f& vt on 
r wag av ha 
ere N ene Wh 2 to; TMeaep 
n that memorable Period, Thy People, di ſcontinuingthe former Qbla- 
F commanded unden the. ofauc, Laws 3 Aball devote temſetpts, as 
© Many living Sacrifice“, to hy Honour. Not conſtrained” »y Force, 
1 | but 
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fertile and delightful, or a State of Pleaſure and Satisfaction; but M ; 
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Woms of the Morning, (i. e.) As the Morning u 
the Mother of Dews; produces them, as it were, 
from a prolific Womb; and ſcatters them, with 
the molt Iaviſh Abundance, over all the Surface 


but charmed with thy Excellency, they ſhall come in Volunteers to thy 
Service, and be Free- will Offerings in thy Church. Neither ſhall thy 
be **.empt Vines,” or bare Profeſſors; but ſhali walk in all the 
Beauties f Holineſs, and bring forth ſuch amiable Fruit, as will adon 
the Dottrine they embrace. What is ſtill more deſirable, they ſhall be 
as numerous, as they are willing and holy. Born to thee in Number 
immenſe and inconceivable ; exceeding even the countleſs Myriads of 
N which are begotten by the Night, and iſſue from the 
t 


he recent Morning, 
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By this Interpretation, the Text, I think, is cleared of it's Obſcuri- 
ty; and appears both truly ſublime, and perfetily juſt. 

May I be pardoned the Digreſſion, and acquitted from Preſumption; 
if, on this Occaſion, I take leave to animadvert upon what ſeems harh 
and unnatural, in the common Expoſition of the laſt Verſe of - thy 
Pſalm All the Commentators (as many, at leaſt, as I have.conſulted) 
inform their Readers; That to drink. of the Brook in the Way, ſignifes 
to undergo Sufferings and Death. Which in my Opinion, is a Con- 
ſteuction extremely forced, and hardly ſupportable; altogether remoi 
from the Import of ſuch poetical Forms of Diction, cuſtomary -among 
the Eaſtern Nations. In thoſe ſultry Climes, nothing could be more 
welcome to the Traveller, than a Brook ſtreaming near his Paths. Ie 
quench his thirſt, and lave his Feet, in the coeling Current, was one 
of the greateſt Refreſhments imaginable, and re- animated him to purſue 
his Journey. For which Reaſon, among others, Brooks are a ver) 
favourite Image with the inſpired Penmen; uſed to denote à Situation 


y wt T a o 

4 * nm 1 * 
which. _ . wh 
Wn HRS a} 


never, that I can recolleti, to picture out the contrary Conditios 
of Tribulation and Diſtreſs. | Se bb ol Wi 
The Water floods indeed, in the ſacred Writings, often: repreſent 
ſome imminent Danger, or grievous Aﬀittion, But then they an 
nöt— Streams ſo calm, that they keep within their Banks, and glide 
quietly by the Traveller's Footfleps ; ſo clear, that ho # are fi 
tor the wayAaring Man's Uſe, 'and invite his Lips to a'Draugi!; 
both which notions are plainly implied in the Text. — They are rather 
borfterows' Billows ; buriting over a Ship, or dafling themſelves, wil BY 
dreadful Impetuoſity, upon the Shore: Or '/weeping anundations; Will 
which bear down al! before thein, and drown the neighbourin Country. i 
—Befides; im '-theſe Inſtanees of *Horrot, We never finid the Word 
He ſi als drint ; Which conveys a pleaſing Idea (unleſs when it relats BY 
to à Cup, filled with bitter, intoxicating, or impoiſoned Liquors; 1 


Caſe quite different froni that under Confide ration) but either which 


imporis Terror and Aton iſiment, or elſe which figntfy to r. uon, 
to overwhelm ; and even to bury under the Was. 


U pot 
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f the Earth: So ſhall thy Seed be, O thou ever- 
aſting Father! By the Preaching of thy Word, 
all ſuch an innumerable Race of regenerate 
Children be born unto Thee; and prove an 
Ornament and a Bleſſing to all Ages. Millions, 
Millions of willing Converts, from every Na- 
Wion under Heaven, ſhall croud into thy Family, 
Ind repleniſh thy Church. Till they become 
Wike the Stars of the Sky, or the Sands of the 
ea, for Multitude; or even as numberleſs as 
ven theſe angles, which now cover the Face 
= prey ary. then, ye obſtinately Wick- 

d, though you “ are not gathered, yet will the 
Saviour be glonous:” © His Deſign ſhall not 
iſcarry, nor his Labour prove abortive; tho” 


N e : 

ou render it of none Effect, with regard to your- 
bes. Think not, that Immanuel will want 
„ elievers, or Heaven Inhabitants, becauſe You 


ontinue ineorrigible. No; the Lamb that was 


Upon the Whole : May not the Paſſage more properly allude to che 
cnc of the Holy Ghoſt ? Which were communicated, in unmeaſur- 


2 ee Degrees, to our great High-Prieſt; and were, in fact, the Cauſe 
m | his ſurmounting al Difficulties—Theſe are frequently repreſented 
% ters; Whoſo believeth on Me, out of his Belly thall flow 


Rivers of Living Waters.” The Enjoyment of them is deſcribed 
drinking He that drinketh of the Water I ſhall give him, 


WF {hall never thirſt,” — Then the Senſe may run in this well connected 
perſpicuous Manner. Is it aſked? H, ow ſhall the Redeemer be 
e io execute the various and important Offices, foretold in the pre- 
ai Parts af the Pſalm ? The Prophet replies, He ſhall drink of 

Bruokin the Way. He ſhall not be left barely to his human, Na- 


00k. of Almghty Power and travel on in the Greatneſs of, an, un- 


55 


| he be equal to the prodigious, Talk, and ſuperiot 10. all Oppoſi- 
3 ran means, al 3 fuccefzfül, " 
dertakes; 


6 * 


and greatly triumphant, over all his Enemies. 


lain, 


, which muſt unavoidably ſink under the tremendous Work of re- 
: A loſt World. But, thro? che whole Courſe of his incamate 

ate, thro” the whole Adminiſtration of his Mediatorial Kingdom, 
all be ſupported . wich qmnipoteut Succours, He ſhall drink at che 


ated Strength, —Therefore ſhall he ft up his Head., By this means, 


he be thoroughly fucceſsful,.in. whatever he 
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lain, will © ſee of the Travail of his Soul, and 

be ſatisfied ;” in a never-failing Series of faith. 

ful People below, and an immenſe Choir of glo- 

rified Saints above. Who ſhall form his Reti. 

nue, and ſurround his Throne, in {ſhining and 

5 Armies, ſuch as no Man can num— 
er. 

Here I was reminded of the various Expedi. 
ents which Providence, unſearchably wile, uſes, 
to fructiſy both the meterial and intellectual 
World. — Sometimes, you ſhall have zmpetuou; 
and heavy Showers, burſting from the angry 
Clouds. They laſh the Plaines, and make the 
Rivers foam. A Storm brings them, and a 
Deluge follows them.—At other times, theſe 
gentle Deus are formed, in the ſerene Eren 
Air. They ſteal down by ſlow Degrees, an 
with inſenſible Stilneſs. So ſubtle, that the 
deceive the niceſt eye: ſo ſilent, that Fey & 
cape the moſt delicate Ear; and, when fallen, 
ſo very light, that they neither bruiſe the ten- 
dereſt, nor oppreſs the weakeſt Flower,--Very 
different Operations! Yet each concurs in the 
ſame beneficial End, and both impart Fertility 
to the Lap of Nature. 

have I known, reclaimed! 
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So, ſome Perſons 
from the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, bf 
violent and ſevere Means. The Almighty ad. 
dreſſed their ſtubborn Hearts, as he addreled 
the Iſraelites at Sinai, with Lightning in hi 
Eyes, and Thunder in his Voice. The, Conſer 
ence, {mit with a Senſe of Guilt, and appreher 
five of eternal Vengeance, trembled through 
all her Powers; Juſt as that ſtrong Mountain 
tottered to it's Centre. Pangs of Remorſe, ant 
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Agonies of Fear, preceded their new Birth. 
hey were reduced to the laſt Extremities, all- 
Wnoſt overwhelmed with Deſpair, before they 
ound reſt in Jeſus Chriſt. —Others have been 
ecovered from a vain Converſation, by Me- 
Wt hods more mild and attractive. The Father 
f Spirits applied himſelf to their teachable 
inds, in © a ſtill and ſmall Voice.” His 
WG race came down, as the Rain into a Fleece 
Bof Wool; or as theſe ſoftening Drops, which now 
ater the Earth. The Kingdom of God took 
Place in their Souls, without Noiſe or Obſerva- 
ion. They paſſed from Death unto Life, 
rom a carnal to a regenerate State, by almoſt 
mperceptible Advances. The Tranſition re- 
Wembled the Growth of Corn: was very viſible, 
ben effected; though ſcarce ſenſible, while 
ccompliſhing.— 0 Thou Author and Finiſher 


four Faith, recal us from our Wanderings, 
Ind re-unite us to Thyſelf! Whether thou 
iam us with thy Terrors, or allure us with 
hy Smiles: Whether thou drive us with the 
courge of Conviction, or draw us with the 
WCords of Love: let us, in any-wiſe, return to 
hee. For Thou art our ſupreme Good; 
hou' art our only Happineſs. 2 
Before I proceed farther, let me aſcend the 
Terrace, and take one Survey of the neigbour- 
ng Country. What a Profpe ruſhes upon my 
Sight! How 2 vaſt; how various; how“ full 
F and plenteous with all manner of Store!” 


wo — Eat et w—C.W - 


Nature's whole Wealth! What a rich-and-im+ 
xhauſtahle Magazine is here: furniſhing Sub- 
lence for every Creature! Methinks, I read, 
n theſe ſpacious Volumes, a moſt lively Com- 
ent, upon that noble Celebration of the Di- 
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vine Beneficence ; He vopeneth his Hand, ani A 
filleth all Things living with Plenteouſneſs. ' Wi 


Theſe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Good, 

Almighty ! Thane this untverſal Frame, 

Thus wondrous fair! Thyſelf how wond'rous then! 
Miirl8 


The Fields are covered deep, and ſtand thick 
with Corn. They expand the milky Grain tothe 
Sun; while the Gales, now inclining, now rai 
ſing each flexile Stem, open all their Ranks to 
the ANT of his Beams. Which will ſoon 
impart a firm Conſiſtence to the Grain, and 
gloſſy golden Hue to the Ear. That they may 
be qualified, to fill the Barns of the Huſband 
man with Plenty, and his Heart with Gladnels, 

Yonder lie the Meadows, ſmoothed in a peri 
fe& Level; decorated with an Embroidery d 
the gayeſt Flowers; and loaded with“ ſpontane: 
ous Crops of Herbage. Which, converted inu 
Hay, will prove a moſt commodious Proviſion 
for the barrenneſs of Winter; will ſupply witt 
Fodder our ſerviceable Animals, when all the 
Verdure of the Plain is killed by Froſts, or bu 
ried in Snows.—A winding Stream, glide 
along the flowery Margin; and receives tht 
Image of the bending Skies, and waters th: 
Roots of many a branching Willow. Tis ſtock: 
ed, no doubt, with Variety of /, which 
afford a ſolitary Diverſion to the Angler, and 
nouriſh for his Table a delicious Treat. Nor 
it the only Merit of this liquid Element, to 
0 maintain the finny Nations; it alſo carry 
. | Cleanlincſ. 
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nin, and diſpenſes Fruitſulneſs, where- 
ever it rolls the Cryſtal Current. | 
= The Paſtures, with their verdant Mounds, 
hequer the Proſpe&t; and prepare a ſtanding 
IR cpalt for our Cattle. There, * our Oxen are 
made ſtrong to labour; and our Sheep bring 
WF forth Thouſands and ten Thouſands,” There, 
be Horſe acquires Vigour, for the Diſpatch of 
or Buſineſs; and Speed, to expidate our Jour- 
Nees. From thence, the Kine bring home their 
SUdders, diſtended with one of the richeit, and 
ecalchieſt Liquors in the World. 
WS On ſeveral Spots, a Grove of Trees, like ſome 
rand Colanade, eretts it's tow'ring Head. 
Every one projects a friendly Shade, for the 
WBecalts ; 435. creates an hoſpitable Lodging, for 
Phe Birds. Every one ſtands ready, to furniſh 
inber for a Palace; Maſts for a Navy; or, 
with a more condeſcending Courteſy, Fuel for 
ur Hearths.—One of them ſeems ſkirted with a 
ild uncultivated Heath ; which like well dif. 
poled Shades in Painting, throws an additional 
W.uſtre on the more ornamented Parts of the 
andſcape, nor is it's Uſefulneſs, like that of a 
oil be only, but real. There, ſeveral 
aluable Creatures are produced, and accomo- 
Wated; without any Expence, or Care of ours. 


\ WI here, likewiſe ſpring abundance of thoſe Herbs, 
þ ich aſſwage the Smart of our Wounds, and 
nd allay the fiery Tumults of the Fever. Which 


gn part Floridity to our circulating Fluids; add 
more vigorous Tone to our active Solids; and, 
hereby, repair the Decays of our enfeebledCon-. 
itutions. | 5 
Nearer the Houſes, We perceive an ample 
Spread of Branches; not ſo {ately as the * 
2 | ut 
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but more amiable for their annual Service, 
A little while ago, I beheld them; and all aff 
one beautious, boundleſs Waſte of Bloom; i 
The eye marvelled, at the lovely Sight; and 
the Heart rejoiced, in the Proſpett of autun.Þ 
nal Plenty. But now, the blooming Maid if 
reſigned, for the uſeful Matron. The Flower i; Ml 
fallen, and the Fruit ſwells out on every Tig 
— Breathe ſoft, ye Winds! O, ſpare the tender 
Fruitage, ye ſurly Blaſts! Let the Pear 
r juicy Progeny; till they drop into 
our Hands, and difidlve in our Mouths. LM 
the Plum hang unmoleſted upon her Boughs 
till ſhe fatten her delicious Fleſh, and cloud hei 
poliſhed Skin with Blue. And as for the Apple; 
that ſtaple Commodity of our Orchards, let no 
injurious Shocks precipitate them immaturely 
to the Ground; till revolving Suns, have ting. 
ed them with a ruddy Complexion, and con 
cotted them into an exquiſite Flavour, Then 
what copious Hoards, of what burniſhed Rind 
and what delightful Reliſhes, will repleniſh tie 
Store-room ! Some, to preſent us with an earl 
Entertainment, and refreſh our Palates amid 
the ſultry Heats. Some, to borrow -ripenc*i 
from the falling Snows, and carry Autumn ul 
the Depths of Winter. Some to adorn the Sai 
ver, make a Part of the Deſſert, and give 
agreeable * Cloſe to our Feaſts. - Others, to fil 
our Vats with a foaming Flood; which mellow 
ed by Age, may ſparkle in the! Glaſs, with! 
Livelineſs and Delicacy, little 4nferior to ti 
Blood offthe mp. tt 154 14 
F rt giant, todd: I obſer! 
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loobſerve ſeveralſmall Incloſures, whichfeemto 
be apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile Viſit from the 
North; and, thereſore are defended, onthat Quar- 
ter, by a thick Wood, or a loſty Wall. At the 
ſame time, they cultivate an uninterrupted Correſ- 
pondence with the South; and throw open their 
whole Dimenſions, to it's friendly Warinth. 
One, in particular, lies within the Reach of a 
SS diſtinguiſhing View; and proves to be a Kitchen- 
BS Garden. It looks, methinks, like a plain and 
Ss frugal Republic. Whatever may reſemble the 
Pomp of Courts, or the Enſigns of Royalty, is 
AS baniſhed from this humble Community. None 


| of the Productions of the Olitory affect Finery ; 


but all are habited with the very Perfection of 
Decency. Here, thoſe celebrated Qualities are 
eminently united, the utmoſt Simplicity with 
the exacteſt Neatneſs*.—A ſkilful Hand has 
22 out the whole Ground, into narrow 

eds, and intervening Alleys. The ſame diſ- 
creet Management has aſſigned to each verdant 
Family, a peculiar and diſtinct Abode. So that 
there is no confuſion, amidſt the great Multi- 
plicity; becauſe every Individual knows it's 
proper Home, and all the Tribes are ranged 
with perfect Regularity.— If it be pleaſing to 
behold their orderly Situation, and their modelt 
Beauties; how much more delightful, to con- 
ſider the Advantages;they yield ! What a Fund 
of choice Accommodations is Here! What a 
Source of wholſome Dainties ! And all, for the 
Enjoyment of Man. Why does the Par/tey, 
with her frizzled Locks, ſhag. the Border; or 
why the Celery, with her whitening Arms, per- 


* Simplex MYditiis,” F Hon. 
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forate the Mold; but to render her Soops ſa- 
voury ? The Aſparagus ſhoots it's tapering 
Stems, to offer him the Firſt-fruits of the Sea- 
ſon; and the Artichoke ſpreads it's turgid Top, 
to give him a Treat of vegetable Marrow. The 
Tendrils of the“ Cucumber creep into the Sun; 
and, though baſking in it's hotteſt Rays, they 
ſecrete for their Maſter, and barrel up for his 
Ule, the moſt cooling Juices of the Soil. The 
Beans ſtand firm, like Files of embattled Troops; 
the Peas reſt upon their Props, like ſo many 
Companies of Invalids; while both repleniſh 
their Pods with the Fatneſs of the Earth, on 
purpole to pour 1t on their Owner's Table.— 
Not. one Species, among all this Variety of 
Herbs, is a Cumberer of the Ground. Not a 
ſingle Plant, but is good for Food, or ſome way 
ſalutary. With ſo beneficent an Oeconomy, 
are the ſeveral Periods of their Miniſtration 
ſettled ; that no Portion of the Year is left deſti- 
tute of nouriſhing Eſculents. What is ſtill 
more obliging, every Portion of the Year at- 
fords /uch Eſculents, as are belt ſuited to the 
Temperature of the Air, and the State of our 
Bodies.—Why then ſhould the Pofeffor of ſo 


valuable 


* Virgil, wich great Conciſeneſs, and equal Propriety, de ſeribes tt 
Cucumber | | 


—Torluſque per herbam 
Creſceret z Ventrem Cucuniss 


Georg, | . 7 


Milros bas (if We admit Dr. Bentley's Alteration, which is, | 
think, in this Place, unqueſtionably jul) almoſt tranſlated the Lat:s 
Poet, 


Forth crept 


The ſwelling Curd Par, Loſt, B. VII. I. 320. 
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valuable a Spot, envy the Condition of Kings“? 
Since He may daily walk amidſt Rows of peace- 


Every One of which tenders him ſome agree- 
able Preſent, and pays him a willing Tribute. 
Such as is moſt happily adapted, both to ſup- 

ly his Wants, and to regale his Taſte: to 
Farniſh Him, at once, with Plenty and with 
Pleaſure. 

At a Diſtance, one deſcries the mighty Hills. 
They heave their huge Ridges among the 
Clouds ; and look like the Barriers of King- 
8 doms, or the Boundaries of Nature. Bare and 
deſormed as their Surface may appear, their 
WBowels are fraught with inward Treaſures ! 
Treaſures, lodged faſt in the Quarries, or ſunk 
Wdcep in the Mines. From thence, Induſtry 
ay dray her Implements, to plow the Soil; 
Wo reap the Grain; and procure every neceſſary 
Convenience. From thence, Art may fetch her 
Materials, to rear the Dome; to ſwell the 
Organ; and from the nobleſt Ornaments of 
Politer Life. 
On another Side, the great Deep terminates 
he View. There go the Ships: There is that 
Leviathan And there, is that World of Waters, 
n inconceivable Number of Animals have their 
abitation.— This is the capacious Cern of 
ne Unzverſe ; which admits, as into a Recep- 
acle; and diſtributes, as from a Reſervoir ; 
Whatever waters the whole Globe. There's not 

Fountain, that guſhes in the r "997 


11 


Hic rarum tamen in Dumis Olus, albaque circum 
Lilia, Verbenaſque premens, veſcumque Papaver, 
Regum æquabat Opes Animis : ſeraque revertens . 
Noele domum, Dapibus Menſas onerabat inemptis. 
VIX. Georg. IV. 


able and obſequious, though mute Subjects. 
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Deſert ; nor a Rivulet, that flows in the remoteſt 
Continent; nor a Cloud, that ſwims in the higheſt 
Regions of the Firmament ; but is fed by this 
all-replemſhing Source.—The Ocean 1s the 
grand Vehicle of Trade, and the Uniter of dif. 
tant Nations. To us it is peculiarly kind, not 
only as 1t wafts into our Ports, the Harveſt of 
every Climate; and renders our Iſland the 
Centre of Trafhc ; but alſo as it ſecures us from 
foreign Invaſions, by a ſort of impregnable En. 
trenchment“. 

Methinks, the View of this profuſe Munif- 
cence inſpires a ſecret Delight, and kindles a 
difintereſted Good will, —While the © little Hills 
e clap their Hands,” and the luxuriant © Valley 
laugh and fing;” who can forbear catchin 
the General Joy? Who 1s not touched, wi 
lively Senſations of Pleaſure ?— While the 
e Father, is ſcattering Bleſſings through 
his whole Family; and crowning the Year with 
his Goodneſs; who does not feel his Breaſt 
overflowing, with a diffuſive Benevolence? 
My Heart, I muſt confeſs, beats high with Satis. 
. and breaths out e Wiſhes, 

upon 


C4414» 


'* Whoſe Rampart was the Sea. Nahum iii. 8. 2 

I hope, this little Excyrſion into the Country, will not be lookel 
upon as a Departure fronſmy Subject. Becauſe, a rural View thoug 
xo eſſential Part of a Garden, is yet a deſirable Appendage, and ne 
ceſſary to complete it's Beauty,—As Uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable 
Property, which can attend any Produttion ; this is the Circumſtanct 
ehiefly touched upon in the Survey of the Landſcape, Tho' eveſ A 
Piece of this extenſive and diverſified Scene, is caſt in the moſt elega 
Mould ; yet nothing is calculated merely for Shew and Parade, _ 1 
ſee nothing formed in the Taſte of the oſtentatious Obeliſk, or inlign! 
ficant Pomp of the Pyramid. No ſuch idle Expences were admits 
into that conſummate Plan, which regulated the Structure of the Uni 
verſe. All the Decorations of Nature are no leſs advantageous, thi 
ornamental ; ſuch as ſpeak the MAKER infinitely beneficient, 3 vl 
a incomparably magnikcient, | | 
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pon all che Tenants of theſe. rural Abodes: 

peace be within your Walls, as well as Plen- 

teouſneſs around your Dwellings.“ Live, ye 

Pighly favoured; live ſenſible of your Benefits; - 
nd thankful to your Benefattor. Look round 
pon theſe prodigiouſly large Incomes of the 
raitful Soil, and call them (for you have free 
cave) all your own.—Only let me remind you 
lone very important Truth. Let me ſuggeſt, 

nd may you never forget; That you are oblzged 
Wo Chriſt Jeſus, for every one of theſe Accomo- 
Wations, which ſprung from the teeming Earth, 

nd the ſmiling Skies: at 


* * ” 


1. Chriſt ® made them, when they were not. 
e fetched them up from utter Darkneſs; and 
Wave them both their Being, and their Beauty. 
Wc createdthe Materials, of which they are com- 
oſed; and moulded them into this endleſs Mul- 
Wplicity, of amiable Forms, and uſeful Subſtan- 
4H | R ees. 


Si ig SET 
When I aſcribe the Work of Creation to the Sox, I would by. 
means be ſuppbfed, to withhold the ſame Honour, from the Eter- 
Wal Father, — Ever-bleſſed Spirit. The Acts of theſe inconceivably 
WF orious Perſons are, like their Eſſence, undivided and one. But L. 
Wh uſc to ſtate the Point in this Manner, becauſe this is the manifeſt 
WP octrine of the New Teſtament ; is the expreſs Belief of our Church; 
ada moſt noble Peculiarity of the Goſpel Revelation. —I chuſe it al- 
Wy. becauſe I would take every Opportunity of inculcating, and cele- 
Wrating the Divinity ofthe Redeemer, A Truth, which imparts anunutter- 
e Dignity to Chriſtianity : A Truth which lays an immoveableFouns 
ation, for all the comfortable Hopes of a Chriſtian : A Truth, which 
ill render the My ſtery of our Redemption, the Wonder and Delight 
Wt Eternity : And with this Truth, every one will obſerve, my Aſſer- 
on 18 inſeparabl connected. s , $5. 4h, 04428 CUDIDA 
nl any One 3 whither this be the Doctrine of our CEurch; 
t the Creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolema Devotion deter- 
nine his Doubt: “ I believe,” ſays that Form of ſqund;Wordas..;; 
in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, very God of very God, 4% whomats .., 
Tings ere made. —If it be farther inquired, From..wheace ihe 
icene Fathers derived this Article of their Faith? I anfwer, From abe 
'ritings of the beloved Diſciple, Who lay on the, Sayiouss: 


nd of that great Apoſtle, which had been cau vp inta the ' $1 
Heaven. John i. 3. Coloſſ. i. 16. | 
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ces. He arrayed the Heavens, with a Veſture of 
the mildeſt Blue; and cloathed the Earth, ina 
Livery ofthe gayeſt Green. His Pencil ſtreaked, 
and his Breath perfumed, whatever 1s beautiful 
orFragrant in the Univerſe. His Strength ſet faſt 
the: Mountains; His Goodneſs garniſhed the 
Vales; and the ſame Touch which healed the 
Leper, wrought the whole viſible Sy/tem into 
this complete Perfection. 
2. Chriſt recovered them, when they were for. 
feited.— By Adam's Sin, we loſt our Right to 
the Comforts of Life, and Fruits of the Ground, 
His Diſobedience was the moſt impious and hor- 
rid Treaſon, againſt the King of Kings. Conſe— 
quently his whole Patrimony became confi/cated: 
as wall! the Portion of temporal good Things, 
ſettled upon the human Race during their W. 
nority; as that everlaſting Heritage reſerved for 
their Enjoyment, when they ſhall come to full 
Age. But the Seed of the Woman,” inſtant- 
ly. interpoſing, took of the Attainder, and 
et the alienated Inheritance. The firf 
Adam being diſinherited, the Second Adam * 
| N 


1 SSS ö Sz aa. * a 


* Heb, i. 2.—In this Senſe at leaſt, Chriſt is the Saviour of all 
Men. The former and latter Rain; the precious Fruits of the Earth; 
Food to Eat, and Raiment to put on;—all theſe he purchaſed, even 
for his irreclaimable Enemies. They eat of his Bread, who lift up 
their Heel againſt Him, 3 Ir \ 

We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and endearing Light, the 
Chriſtian is to contemplate the Things that are ſeen, Heathens might 
diſcover an eternal Power, and infinite Wiſdom, in the Structure of the 
Univerſe ; Heathens might acknowledge a moſt ſtupendous Liberality, 
in the unreſet ved Grant of the whole Fabrick, with all it's Furniture, 
to the Service of Man. But the Chriſtian thould ever keep in Mind 
his forfeiture of them, and the Frice paid to redeeni them. He 
ſhould receive the Gifts of indulgent Providence, as the. Tfraelitesrecei- | 
ved their Law, from the Hand of a Mediator. Or rather, To him 
they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the Stores of an unbounded 
Bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that crimſon Tide, which 


&reamed from Immanual's Veins 
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W was appointed Heir of all Things, viſible as well 
as Inviſible. And we hold our poſſeſſion of the 
former; we expect in Inſtatement in the latter; 
purely by virtue of our Alliance to him and 
our 0 with Him. N 
3. Chriſt upholds them, which would other. 
F 81 tumble into ruin. y Him, ſays the Oracle 
of Inſpiration, all! Things conſiſt. His Finger 
rolls the Seaſons round, and preſides over all 
W the celeſtial Revolutions. His Finger winds up 
Wthe Wheels, and impels every Spring, of vege- 
tative Nature. In a Word, the who Weight 
of the Creation, reſts upon his mighty Arm; 
Wand receives the whole Harmony of it's Motion, 
rom his unerring Eye.—This habitable Globe, 
aith all it's rich Appendages, and fine Ma- 
binery, could no more continue, than they 
Would create themſelves. Start they would into 
Inſtant Confufon ; or drop into their primitive 
Nothing, did not his Power ſupport, and his Wiſ- 
lom regulate them, every Moment. In Con- 
ormity to his Will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and in- 
ariable in their Orders; and wait only for his 
Woveretgn Nod, to © fall away like Water, that 
runneth apace.“ | 
4. Chriſt “ a&uates them, which would other- 
ile be lifeleſs and inſignificant.—Penſioners 


orrow their All from his Fulneſs. He only 
e e 1: BAK 6 


FIR. 


John v. 19, My Father worketh- hitherto, and I wort: or, 1 
Wh" that unremitting aud unwearied Energy, which is the Life of. the 
geuion.— Thus the words art paraphraſed by a maſterly Expoſitor,*** 
bas illuſtrated the Life of our bleſſed Lord, in the moſt elegant 
ie of Criticiſm; with the molt amiable Spirit of Devotion, an 
hout any Mixture of the malignant Leaven, or low Singularities, of 


uy, See the Family Expofitor, Vol, I. Sect. 47. 


Y are, conſtant Penſioners, on his Bounty; 
b 


bd 
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has Life ; and whatever operates, operates by 
an Emanation from his All-ſuſhciency. Dos 
the Grape refreſh you, with it's enlivening Wi 
Juices ? It is by a Warrent received, and Vir. 
tue derived, from the Redeemer. Does Bread 
ſtrengthen your Heart, and prove the Staf 
of your Life? Remember, that it is by the 
Saviour's Appointment, and through the Effica Wt 
cy of his Operation. You are charmed with hi; 
Melody, when the © Time of the Singing «f 
Birds is come, and the Voice of the Night 
© gale is heard in your Land.“ You tale hi a 
.Goodneſs in the luſcious Fig, the melting Peach 
and the muſky Flavour of the Apricot. Vo. 
ſmell hzs' Sweetneſs in the openingHoneyſuckle 
and every odonferous'Shrub. * * 
Could theſe Creatures ſpeak for themſelve;, 
they would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all Sufficieno 
of their own, and aſcribe the whole Honour oi 
their Maker. —* We are Servants,” would the 
fay, © of Him, who died for you. Ci/terns o 
ly, dry Ciſterns in ourſelves, we tranſmit u 
* Mortals no more, than the uncreated Fou 
* tain trans fuſes into us. Think not, that, fron 
any Ability of our own, we ſurniſh you wid 
Ailiſtance, or adminiſter to your Comtort 
Tis the Divine Energy, the Divine Energ 
alone, that works in us, and does you Go 
We /erve you, O ye Sons of Men, that you 


0 

% 

may love Him, who placed us in theſe St 
i 


cc 
40 
cc 
ce 
cc 
ce 
* tions. O!] love the Lord, therefore, all yt 
© who are ſupported by our Miniſtry; or ll: 
we ſhall “ groan, with Indignation and Re 
gret, at your Abuſe of our Services.—Ule u 
and welcome; for we are yours, if ye ai 
* Chriſt's. Crop our choiceſt Beauties Br 5 


66 
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all our Treaſures; accommodate yourſelves 
,« yyith our moſt valuable Qualities ; only let us 
be Incentives to your Gratztude, and Motives 
to your Obedience.“ | 
Having ſurveyed the ſpacious Sky; and ſent 
a Glance round the inferior Creation; .tis Time 
to deſcend from this Eminence, and confine 
my Attention to the beautiful Spot below 
& —Here Nature, always pleaſing, every-where 
lovely, appears with peculiar attractions. 
Yonder, {ſhe ſeems dreſſed in her Deſhabille; 
grand, but irregular. Here, ſhe calls in her 
BE Hand-maid Art; and ſhines in all the delicate 
Ornaments, which the niceſt Cultivation is able 
do convey. I, are her common Apartments, 
where ſhe lodges her ordinary Gueſts ; Is, is 
her Cabinet of Curioſities, where ſhe entertains 
her intimate e eee, Eye ſhall often 
expatiate, over thoſe Scenes of univerſal Ferti- 
lity: My Feet ſhall ſometimes bruſh thro' the 


W the Foreſt Glade : But to this delightful Re- 
S treat, ſhall be my chief Reſort, Thither, will 1 


male Excurfions ; but Here, will I dwell. 
th If, from my loweſt Procedure, I may form an 


Alluſion to the moſt exalted Practices; I would 
oblerve, upon this Occaſion ; That the cele- 
brated Eraſmus, and our judicious. Locke, hav- 
ing trod the Circle of the Sciences, and ranged 
thro' the whole Extent of human Literature, at 
length betook themſelves ſolely to the Bible. 
Leaving the Sages of Antiquity, they ſat in- 
ceſſantly at the Feet of Jeſus. Wifely they with- 
Crew, from that immenle Multiplicity of Learn- 
ing; from thoſe endleſs Tracts of amuſing Eru- 

tion; 


* Rom, viii. 22. 


Thicket, or traverſe the Lawn, or ſtroll along 
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dition; where, noxious Weeds are mixed with 
wholſome Herbs; where, is 3 a much 


larger Growth of prickly Shrubs, than of fruit. 


ful Boughs. They ſpent their moſt mature 


Hours, in thoſe hallowed Gardens, which God; fi 


own Wiſdom planted ; which God's own Spirit 
watereth ; __ in which God's own Son is con. 
tinually walking. Where, He meeteth thoſe 
that ſeck Him; and revealeth to them the Glo. 
ro of his Perſon, and the Riches of his Good. 
nels... 
Thus would I finiſh the Remainder of my 
Days! Having juſt T (what they call) the 
politer Studies; I would now devote my whole 
Application to the lively Oracles. From 
other Purſuits, I might glean, perhaps, a fey 
ſcattered Fragments of low, of lean, of un- 
ſatisfactory Inſtruttion. From this, I truſt 
to reap a Harveſt of the ſublimeſt Truths; 
the nobleſt Improvements; and the pureſt Joys“. 
—Waft me then, O! waft my Mind to Sion“ 
conſecrated Bowers. Let my Thoughts perpe- 
tually rove, thro' the awfully-pleaſing Walks 
of Inſpiration. Here, grow thoſe Haven-born 
Plants, the Trees of Life and Knowledge ; whole 
ambroſial Fruits we now may * take, and eat, 
* and hve for ever.” Here, flow thole precious 
Streams of Grace and Righteouſneſs ; whole 
living Waters © whoſoever drinks, ſhall thirſt no 
e more.” And, what can the Fables of Grec:an 
Song, or the fineſt Pages of Roman Eloquence 
hat can they exhibit, in any Degree com- 
parable to theſe matchleſs Prerogatives of Re. 


velation? 


* Quicquid doceetur, Veritas ; quicquid præcipitur, Bonitas ; 
quicquid promittitur, Felicitas. ; 
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Felation? - Therefore, though I ſhould not diſ- 
Re to pay a % now-and-then to my ITTeathen 
aſters, I would {ve with the Prophets and 
WP poſtles. With thote, I would carry on ſome 
WS ccahonal Correſnondence : but theſe ſhould 
e my Boſom-Friends; my inſcparable Compa- 
ions; © my Delight, and my Counſellors.” 
= What Sweets are theſe, which fo agreeably 
BE lute my Noſtrils? They are the Breath of the 
Flowers; the Incenſe of the Garden.—How 
Sberally does the Je{ſamine diſpenſe her odori- 
rous Riches 2? How deliciouſly has the Wood- 
ine embalmed this Morning Walk? The Air 
all Perfume. And is not this, another moſt 
gaging Argument, to forſake the Bed of 
8/12 Who would lie diſſolved in ſenſeleſs 
lumbers; while ſo many breathing Sweets, 
Wvite him to a Feaſt of Fragrancy ? Eſpecially 
onſidering, That the advancing Day will ex- 
Wale the volatile Dainties. A fugitive Treat 
ey are, prepared only for the Wakeful and 
duſtrious. Whereas,. when the Sluggard lifts 
Ws heavy Eyes, the Flowers will droop ; their 
e Scents be diſſipated; and, inſtead. of this 
ireſhing Humidity, the Air will become a 
Wd of liquid Fire. = 
With this very Motive, heightened by a Re- 
reſentation of the molt charming Pieces of 
lorning Scenery, the Parent of Mankind a- 
akes his lovely Conſort. There is ſuch a De- 
acy in the Choice, and ſo much Life in the 
eſeription, of theſe rural Images; that I can- 
t excuſe myſelf, without repeating the whole 
allage.Whiſper it, ſome friendly Genius, in 
e Ear of every One, who is now ſunk in 
| | Sleep, 


r T_T, 
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Sleep, and loſt to all theſe refined Gratifica. 


tions ! 


Awake : the Morning ſhines, and the freſh Field 
Calls you: Ye loſe the Prime, to mark how ſpring 
Thetended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove ; Wl 
What drops the Myrrh, and what the balmy Reed; Wl 
How Nature paints her Colours; how the Bee 
Sits on the Bloom, extracting liquid Sweets. 


* 
+ 
* 
5 
6 
1 

x 
. 


How delightful is this Fragrance! It is diſtri. 
buted in the niceſt Proportion; neither ſo ſtrong, il 
as to oppreſs the Organs; nor ſo faint, as to 
elude them. We are ſoon cloyed at a ſumptu- Wl 
ous Banquet; but this Pleaſure never loſes its 
Pozgnancy, never palls the Appetite.—Here, | 
Luxury itſelf is innocent; or rather, in this 
Caſe, Indulgence is incapable of Excels.—Ths 
balmyEntertainment, not only regales the Senſe, 
but + chears the very Soul, and, inſtead of 
clogging, elates it's Powers. It puts me in 
mint of that ever memorable Sacrifice, Which 
was once made in behalf of offending Mortal 
I mean the Sacriſice of the bleſſed Jeſus; when 
He offered up himſelf to God, “ for a fwett 
* ſmelling Savour.” Such the Holy Spiri 
ſtiles that wonderful Oblation : as if no Image, 
in the whole ſenſible Creation, was ſo proper t 
give us an Idea of the. zneffable Satigſaction, 
which the Father of Mercies conceived, fron 
that unparalleled Atonement; as the ple 
Senſations, which ſuch rich Perfumes, are cap 
able of raiſing. © Thouſands of Rams, anl 
* ten: Thouſands of Rivers of Oil,” from a 

5 5 apoſtat 


„Mir. Par, Loſt, B. V. I. 20. 
Ointment and Perfume rejoice the Heart. 
Prov. xxvii. 9. 


ON: A FLOWER GARDEN. 19 


poſtate World; the moſt ſubmiſſive Acknow - 
W lIedgments, added to' the moſt coſtly Offerings, 
rom Men of defiled Hands, and unelean 
Lips; what could they have effected? A 
Prophet repreſents the High and lofty One, 
WF that inhabiteth Eternity,” turning Himſelf 
ay from ſuch filthy Rags; turning himſelf 
@way, with a diſdainful Abhorrence“, as from the 
oiſome Steams of a Dunghill.— But in Chriſt's 
Imaculate Holineſs; in Chriſt's conſummate 
bedience; in Chriſt's moſt precious blood- ſned- 
Ning; with what unimaginable Complacency, 
Joes Juſtice reſt ſatisfied, and Vengeance acqui- 


Bcc !—Al thy works, O Thou Surety for ruined. 
ners! all thy Suferings, O Thou ſlaughtered 
1 amb of God! as well as all thy Garments, O. 
hou Bridegroom of thy Church! nell of 
rl, Alocs, and Cafſiat ! They are infinitely 
Woregrateful to the eternal Godhead, than the 
oiceſt Exhalations of the Garden, than all the 
dours of the ſpicy' Eaſt, can be to the human 
Poſtrils. N 3 | 
As the Alter of old ſanctified the Gift; ſo this 
che great Propitiation, which recommends the 
noxious Perſons, and unprofitable Services of 
pe believing World: In thts may my Soul be 
eereſted! By this, may it be” reconciled to the 
cher! There is ſuch a leprous Depravity clea- 
ng to my o whatever I per- 
rm. My moſt profound Adorations, and ſin- 
:elt Acts of Religion, muſt not preſumè to cha. 
ge a Reward, Pot humbly mptore Forgive- 
. Renouncing, therefore, myſelf in every 
«MF 10 S _ © - Inſtance 
Amos v. 21. 22. + Pſaltrklv; 8. | 
A Writer of diſimguiſhed Superiority, t/us addreſſe ſs the 2 
nerver of Actions, and Searcher of Hearts; and vindicates my Sen- 
ents, wile he fo juſtly and beautifully utters his'own ; 


Look 
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Inſtance of Duty; diſclaiming all Shadow of 1 


Confidence ||in any Deeds of my own; may! 
now, and -evermore, be accepted through the 
beloved ! | 
What Colours, what charming Colours, are 
here! Theſe ſo nobly bold; and thoſe, ſo deli- 
cately languid. What a glow is enkindled in 
ſome! what a Gloſs ſhines upon others! In one, 
methinks, I ſee the Ruby with her bleeding Ra- 

diance; in another, the Sapphire with her Sky- 

tinctured Blue; in all, ſuch an exquiſite Rick 
neſs of Dyes, as no other Set ef Paintings in 
the Univerſe can boaſt“.— With what a maſter. 
ly ill, is every one of the varying Tints d:/þo- 
ſed! Here, they ſeem to be thrown on with an 
ealy Daſh, of Security and Freedom; there, 
they are adjuſted by the niceſt Touches, of An 
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Look down, great God, with Pity's ſofteſt Eye, | 
On a poor breathing Particle in Duſt, ene 
His Crimes forgive; forgive his Virtues too, 
Thoſe /maller faults, half Converts to the Right. 
5 _ - Night-Thoughts' No 1% 
See Page 44 and 45. in the ſecond Edition of a mol candid aud 
evangelical little Treatiſe called CHRISTIANITY: the Great Ox. 
NAMENT of Human Life,—* If Chriſtians happily avoid the dar- 
6 gerous Extreme, and too often fatal Rock, of a dead fruitl 
* Faith on the one hand, He [i. e. Satan] will endeavour, by 2! 
* kinds of plauſible Inſinuations, to ſplit them on the oppoſite, uz, 
I = Pride, Oſtentation, and Dependance on their Works, u 
* if THESE. were the meritorious or procuring Cauſe of all i: 
„Peace, Hope, Conſolation and Divine Acceptance. Now thi Wi 
© felf dependance may be ranked among the moſt p03 BIS of the in- 
s fernal Politics, becauſe the fatal Poiſon' lies deep, and too of 
r } tonne, tiled < 
* 7 —— — o can paint | 
Like Nature Can Imagination boaſt © © 
Amid has gay Creation, Hues like theſe ® ' | 
| And can he mix them uit that matchleſs Skill, 
And lay them on ſo delicately fing, © 
And loſe them in each other, as appears 
. every Bud that blows — Tuo. Spring 


* 
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and Accuracy. Thoſe which form the Ground, 
are always ſo judicioully choſen, as to hei gh 
ten the Luſtre of the ſuperadded Figures; while 
the Verdure of the Impalement, or the Sha- 
dings of the Foilage, impart new Livelineſs to 
the Whole. Indeed; whither they are blend- 
ed, or arranged; foftened, or contraſted; they 
are manifeſtly under the conduct of a Taſte, 
that never miſtakes ; a Felicity, that never falls 
ſhort of it ; the very perſection of Elegance.— 
Fine, inimitably fine, is the Texture of the Web; 
on which theſe ſhining Treaſures are diſplayed. 
What are the Labours of the Pran Looms, or 
the boaſted Commodities of Bruſſels, compared 
with theſe curious Manufattures of Nature? 


ſes loſe their Reputation; even ſuperfine Cam- 
(WE drics, appear coarſe as Canvas in their Preſence. 
What a cheering Argument does our Savi- 
our derive from hence, to ſtrengthen our Ai 
ance in God! He directs us to learn a leſſons of 
Heaven-depending Faith, from every Bird, that 
wings the Air, and from every Flower, that 
bloſſoms in the Field. If Providence, with un- 
remitted Care, ſupports thoſe inferior Creatures, 
and ararys theſe inſenſible Beings, with ſo much 
Splendor; ſurely. He will in no wiſe, with-hold 
from his Ele& Children, © Bread to eat and 
Raiment to put on.“ Le faithful Followers of 
the Lamb, 9 4 Ts low Anxiety, relating 
to the needful Suſtenance of Life. He that 
feeds the Ravens, from an inexhaullable Maga- 
zine; He that paints the Plants, with ſuch ſur- 
Elegance; in ſhort, he that rovides ſo 
iberally, both for the animal and vegetable 
Parts of his Creation; will not, cannot, 3 
8 2 DO 18 


3 Compared with theſe, the moſt admired Chint- 
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moured with fillen cane | and makes the Attributes of a Butterly 
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* 


His own People. Hear not, little Flock, ye pe- 
culiar Objects of Almighty Love! ct zs your Fa. 
ther's good Pleaſure, to give you a Kingdom? 
And, If He freely gives you, an everlaſting 
Kingdom hereafter ; is it poſſible to ſuppoſe 
that he will deny you any neceſſary Convenj. 
ences here ? | : 
One eannot forbear refle&ing, in this Place, 
on the too prevailing Humour, of being fond 
and oſtentatious of DreſsF, What an abject and 
| miſtaken Wi 


Luke xii. 32. 1 
+ Mr. Addiſon has a fine Remark on a female Warrior, celebrated ; 
by Virgil. He obſerves. that with all ber other great Qualities, hy 
little Forble-mingled itſelf. Beauſe, as the Poet relates, an intempe, Wi 
rate Fondnef for a rich and ſplendid ſuit of Armour, betrayed her ino | 
Ruin. In this Circumſtance, our Critic diſcovers a Moral concealed; 
this He admires, as a neat, though oblique Satire, an that irifling Paſ. 
ſion. Speck. Vol. I. No. 13. LY 
I would refgr it to the judicious Reader, whether there js not 1 
Beauty of the fame Kind, but touched with a more maſterly Hand, in 
the Song of Nevorah.—Speaking of Szſera's Mother, the ſacred eu. 
chariftic Ode repreſents Her, as anticipating, in her fond Fancy, the 
Vittory of her Son ; and indulging the following Soliloquy.— Hart 
they not ſped ? Have they not divided the Prey? To Siſera a Prey of 
divers Cehurs, a Prey of divers Colours of Needle-work ; of divers 
Colours of Nee1le-work on both Sides ; meet for the Necks of them that 
take the Spoil ?—She takes no notice af the ſignal Service, which ha 
Hero would do to his Country, by quelling ſo dangercus an Inſurrec- 
tion. She never refletts on the preſent Acclamations, the {ore Ad- 
vancement, and the eternal Renown, which are the Tribute uſually 
paid to a Conqueror's Merit. She ran conceive, it ſeems, nothing 
greater, than to be clad in an embroidered Veſture; and to trail along 
the Ground, a Robe of the Richeſt Dyes. This is, in hey Imagins- 
tion, the mol) lordly Spoil, He can win; the moſt ſtately Trophy, He 
can ereft.-—lt is alſo obſervable, how. ſhe dwells upon the trivial Cir- 
cumſtance; feiterating it again and again, It has ſo charmed her o 
noble Heart; ſo intirely ingroſſed her little Views; that ſhe can thin 
of nothing elſe; ſpeak of nothing eſe; and can hardly ever dc 
from the darling Topic,—-Is not this a keen, tho' delicatel couched 
Cenſare, on that poor, contemptible, groveling Taſte ; which is ena- 
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ON A FLOWER-GARDEN. 1 
Wniſtaken Ambition is this! How unworthy the 


Dignity of immortal, and the Wiſdom of ralion- 
& Beings} Eſpecially, ſince theſe little Pro- 
ouctions of the Earth, have indiſputably the 
Wre-eminence, in ſuch outward Embeliſhments. 
G0; cloathe thyſelf with Purple, and fine 
inen; trick thyſelf up in all the gay Attire, 
hich the Shuttle or the Needle can furniſh. 
Net know, to the Mortification of thy Vanity, 
What the natzve Elegance of a common Daiſy“, 
Wclipſes all this elaborate Finery,—Nay, wert 
ou decked like ſome illuſtrious Princeſs, on 
er Coronation-day, in all the Splendor of 
yal Apparel; couldſt thou equal even Solo- 
B02, in the Hight of his Magnificence and 
Plory; yet, would the meaneſt — the 
Wowery Populace outſhine thee. Every diſcern- 
g Eye, would give the Preference, to theſe 
Peauties of the f Graund, —Scorn then to bor- 
e thy Recommendations, from a neat Diſpo- 
ton of Threads, and a curious Arrangement 
Colours. Aſſume a becoming Greatneſs of 
W emper. Let thy Endowments be of the im- 
Portal Kind. Study ta be all-glortgus e 
h e 


How conſpicious, is the elevated and magnificent Spirit of that ve- | 
rable Mother in Jrael; when viewed in compariſon with the low, | 
We deſpicable Turn of this Canaanitiſi Lady !—Such ſtrong and beau- | 
Wu! Contrajts are, I. think, ſome of the moſt ſtriking Excellencies of 
Peuc Painting: and in no Book are they more frequently uſed, or *t 
preſſed with greater Liſe, thag-in the ſacred Volumes of Inſpira- 9 


on. 


8 Ga *B 3 


way 
* 


* Peaceful and lowly in their native Soil, | in 

They neither know 10 ſpin, nor care to toil ; | | | 
Let with confels'd Ma nificence deride 5 

Our mean Attire, and Inpotence of Pride, Prton, 


Wy + Me. Cowley, with his uſual Brilliancy of Imagivation, ſliles hem 
* of Earth. 
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ment of a meek and quiet Spirit“. To ſay al 


Let His Rrghteouſneſs, like a ſpotleſs Robe 


ies REFLECTIONS 
Be cloathed with Humility, Wear the Orne! 


in a Word; Put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt + 
Let His Blood be ſprinkled upon thy Conſcience 
and it ſhall be whiter than the virgin Snow 


adorn thy inner Man; and thou ſhalt be am 
able, even in the moſt diſtinguiſhing Eye df 
God. Let his bleſſed Sp:r:t dwell in thy Hear; 
and, under His ſanctifying Operations, thay 
ſhalt be made partaker of a Divine Nature. 
Theſe are real Excellencies ; truly noble Ac. 
compliſhments theſe. In this manner be arrayed 
be beautified; and thou wilt not find a Ralf 
in the Feathers of a Peacock, or the Folia 
of a Tulip. Theſe will exalt thee, far abow 
the loro Pretenfions of Lace and Embroider! 
Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the beatifi 
Preſence, and to take thy Seat among the An 
gels of Light. | | - 
What an inchanting Situation is this! On 
can ſcarce be melancholy within the Atmab 
phere of Flowers. Such lively Hues, and del. 
cious Odours, not only addreſs themſelves + 
greeably to the Senſes ; but touch, with a ſui 
priſing Delicacy, the ſweeteſt Movements 0 
the Mind. e | 


Fan; 


Ho beautifully does the Prophet deſcribes the Furniture of 
renewed and Heavenly Mind ; under the Similitude of a rich u 
complete Suit of Apparel! I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 
Soul fhall be joyful in my God; for he hath eloathed me'with the Gn. 
ments of Salvation? He hath covered me-with the Robe of, Righiteo 
neſs, as a Bridegroom decketh himſelf with Ornaments; and as a Bri 
adorneth herſelf with her Jewels. Iſai, lxi. 10. 


* 9 - 


+ Rom. xiii, 4. 
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— Lo the Heart inſpiring 


rel et ier n. . 
nos often have I felt them diſſipate the 


oom of Thought, and transfuſe a ſudden 
SE 2icty thro' the dejected Spirit! I cannot won- 

Wer, that Kings dckeend from their Thrones, to 
Walk amidſt blooming Ivory and Gold; or re- 
re from the moſt ſumptuous Feaſt, to be re- 
eated with the more refined Sweets of the 
arden. I cannot wonder, that Quegns fore- 
o, for a while, the Compliments of a Nation, 
receive the Tribute of the Parterre; or with- 
raw from all the Glitter of a Court, to be at- 
W-nded with the more ſplendid Eguipage of a 
ed of Flowers.—But, if this be ſo pleaſing; 

hat tranſporting Pleaſure muſt ariſe; on the 
WW ruition of uncreated Excellency ! O! what 
Wnknown Delight, to enter into thy immediate 


8 rc/ence, moſt bleſſed Lord God! To ſee Thee“, 

= WI e 
an e Ahh 
10.0 TI would have my Reader endeavour to MORALIZE this na- 


tural Pleaſure of the Soul, and to improve this vernal Delight, as 
Milton calls it, into a Chriſtian Virtue. When we find ourſelves 


IF" inſpired with this pleaſing Inſtinct, this ſecret Satisfaction and Com- 
ſyr placency ariſing from the Beauties of the Creation, let us conſider, 

to Whom we {tand indebted for all theſe Entertainments of Senſe;; 
nd ho it is, chat thus opens his Hand, and fills the World with 


if Field and Wood; turns an ordinary Walk into a morning and even- 
" ing Sacrifice ; and will improve thoſe tranſient Gleams, which na- 

turally brighten up and refreſh the Soul on ſuth Occaſions, into an 
. 4 10 and perpetual State of Bliſs and Happineſs. Spec. 
h Os „Naas ie. nn ae : l Dis bins 
al repreſents. the Felicity of the Righteous, in the everlaſting 
C. Vorld, by this elegant and amiable. Image; Thine Eyes fhall ſee the 
teas ing in ns Beauty. Milton touches the ſame Subject, wuh.wonder- 
Int Elevation,and Majeſty of Thought: SPS a ä 


nine 02d A120 6 ge 


High in Salvation, and the Climes of Bliſs. 
D210 7 Words, 


Good.—Such an habitu Diſpoſition of Mind confecrates every 
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Thou King of Heaven, and Lord of Glory, 10 
longer © through a Glaſs darkly, but Face t 
* Face!” Tohave all thy Goodnels, all thy Great. 
neſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad fo 
ever with the brighteſt Diſcovery of thy Perfec. 
tions, with the ineffable Joy of thy Countenance! 

This we cannot bear, in our preſent 1mper. 
fect State. The Effulgence of unveiled Divi. 
nity, would dazzle a mortal Sight. Our feebl, 
Faculties, would be overwhelmed with ſuch a 
Fulneſs of ſuperabundant Bliſs ; and mult lie 
opprejed, under fuch an exceeding great, eternal 

erght of Glory.—But, when this Corruptible 
hath put on Incorsuption, the Powers of the 
Soul. will be greatly invigorated; and- theſe 
earthly Tabernacles, will be transformed into 
the Likeneſs of Chriſt's glorions Body. Then 


* Sun aſhamed. , when the Lord of Hoſts i 
revealed from Heaven; yet, ſhall his faithful 
People be enabled to ſee Him as he wt 
Here then, my Wiſhes, here be fixed. Be th 
your. determined and invariable Aim.— Her, 
my Affections, here give a looſe to your whole 
Ardor.. Cry out, in the: Language: of In{pirs 
tion; This one Thing have I defired of the Lord, 
which, with inceſſant Earneſtneſs, Iwill require 
that I may dwell in the celeſtial Houſe of the 
Lord, all the Days of my future Life ; to behold 
the farr Beauty of the Lord*, and tocontemplate, 
with Wonderand Adoration,---with unſpeakable 
and everlaſting e the Attributes 0! 
ble: Godhead, 
Nr SOLOMON 


Words, which, like the fiery Car; almoſt tramſport our Aﬀetions u 
thoſe glorious Abodes, I/ai. xxx1i.17, MLT. B. XI. v. 707. 
A © Ifai, xxiv. 23. -+ 1 John it 2. f Pfal. xxvüi. 4 
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SOLOMON, a moſt 8 Judge of hu- 
an Nature, knowing how highly Mankind is 
armed, with the fine Qualities of Flowers; 
f gured out the bleſſed Jeſus, that © faireſt 
among ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely Repre- 
Wntatives. He ſtiles him“ The Roſe of Sharon, 
d The Lilly af the Valles +; like the firſt, full 
Delights and communicable Graces; like the 
WS, cxalted in Majeſty, and complete in Beauty. 
In that ſacred Paltoral, he ranges the Creation; 
orrovs it's moſt finiſhed Forms; and dips his 
Pencil in it's choiceſt Dyes to preſent us with a 
etch of the Amiableneſs of his Perſon. His 
niableneſs, who is the Light of the World; the 
Flory of his Church; the only Hope, the ſove- 
Wt ion Conſolation of Sinners; and exalted, mfi- 
rely exalted, not only above the ſublimeſt Com- 
on, but even, © above all Bleſſing and 
raiſe.” May I alſo make the ſame heavenly Ule, 
fall ſublunary Enjoyments! Whatever is pleaſu- 
ble, or charming below; let it raiſe my Deſire to 
Whoſe delectable Objects, which are above. Which 
ill yield, not partial but perfect Felicity; not 
Wranſient, but never endin Satisfaction and Joy. 
res, my Soul, let theſe Beauties in Miniature, 
e 3 h always 


| e e 

Malus ut arboribus decori eft, ut vitibus uv, 
Utque Roſe campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 
Sic Cunts Tue decus omne ſuts, — — - ; 
+ By the Lilly of the Vallies, I apprehend, is meant, not the Flower 
bich commonly paſſes under that 2 and is comparatively 
eon; but the grand, majeſtic, garden Lilly; growing in a rich irrigious 
oi, where it flouriſhes- in the moſt ample manner, and arrives at the 
ugheſt Perfection. The Circumſtance of the Vallies, added by the 
lacred Writer is ſignificant net of the Species, but of the Place, This is 
dy far the nobleſt nterpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the ſpiritual 
denſe ; which intimates, That the bleſſed Jeſus delights to dwell, * 
© Ommunications of his Spirit, in humble Hearts, Lilium Vallibus 
au ens, Þ — OS a 
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Thou King of Heaven, and Lord of Glory, 10 
longer © through a Glaſs darkly, but Face u 


* Face!” Tohave all thy Goodnels, all thy Great. 
neſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad fo 


ever with the brighteſt Diſcovery of thy Perfec. 
tions, with the ineffable Joy of thy Countenance! 
This we cannot bear, in our preſent 1mper. 


fect State. The Effulgence of unveiled Divi. 


nity, would dazzle a mortal Sight. Our feeble 

Faculties, would be overwhelmed with ſuch a 

Fulneſs of ſuperabundant Bliſs ; and mult lie 

7 under ſuch an exceeding great, eternal 
eg 


of Glory. — But, when this Corruptibe 


hath put on Incorsuption, the Powers of the 


Soul. will be greatly invigorated; and. theſe 


earthly Tabernacles, will be transformed int 


the Likeneſs of Chriſt's glorious Body. Then 
tho'“ the Moon ſhall be confounded, and the 
* Sun aſhamed. +, when the Lord of Hoſts 
revealed from Heaven; yet, ſhall his faithful 
People be enabled to /ee Him as he 2s | 
Here then, my Wiſhes, here be fixed. Be ths 
your determined and invariable Aimn.—Here, 
my Affections, here give a looſe to your whole 
Ardor. Cry out, in the Language of Inſpin 
tion; This one Thing have I deſired of the Lord, 
which, with inceſſant Earneſtneſs, / will require 
that I may dwell in the celeſtial Houſe of tit 
Lord, all the Days of my future Life ; to bell 
the fair Beauty of the Lord*, and tocontemplate 
with Wonderand Adoration,---with unſpeakablc 
and everlaſting Rapture.—all the Attributes ol 
the incomprehenſible: Godhead, 

| | SOLOMON 


Words, which, like the fiery Car, almoſt tranſport our Aﬀettions i 
thoſe glorious Abodes, I/ai. xxxili. 17. MLT. B. XI. v. 707: 
_® Ifai, xxiv. 2g. -+ 1 John it 2. f Pfal. xxvii. 4 
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= SOLOMON, a moſt penetrating Judge of hu- 
an Nature, knowing how highly Mankind is 
armed, with the fine Qualities of Flowers; 
Ns figured out the bleſſed Jeſus, that © faireſt 
among ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely Repre- 
| ntatives. He ſtiles him * The Roſe of Sharon, 
.d Ie Lilly af the Vallies +; like the firſt, full 
Bf Delights and communicable Graces; like the 
ſt, exalted in Majeſty, and complete in Beauty. 
In that ſacred Paſtoral, he ranges the Creation; 
Sorrows it's moſt finiſhed Forms; and dips his 
encil in it's choiceſt Dyes to preſent us with a 
Sketch of the Amiableneſs of his Perſon. His 
Imiableneſs, who is the Light of the World; the 
BS lory of his Church; the only Hope, the ſove- 
ion Conſolation of Sinners; and exalted, infi- 
Witely exalted, not only above the ſublimeſt Com- 
ion, but even, © above all Bleſſing and 
Praiſe.” May I alſo make the ſame heavenly Uſe, 
pf all ſublunary Enjoyments! Whatever is pleaſu- 
able, or charming below; let it raiſe my Deſire to 
Whoſe delectable Objects, which are above. Which 


„ill yield, not partial but perfect Felicity; not 
e ranſient, but never endin Satisfaction and Joy. 
1 Yes, my Soul, let theſe Beauties in Miniature, 
| 3 always 


N * Cant. 11, 1. 

Malus ut arboribus decori eſt, ut vitibus uvæ, 

It que Roſe campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 

Sic CuRxISs Tus decus omne ſuts, — — N 
ny the Lilly of the Vallies, I apprehend, is meant, not the Flower 
lich commonly paſſes under that Benemination, and is comparatively 
en; but the grand, majeſtic, garden Lilly ; growing in a rich irrigious 
=p, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner, and arrives at the 
WP gheſt Perfection. The Circumſtance of the Vallies, added by the 
cred Writer is ſignificant not of the Species, but of the Place, This is 
I by far the nobleft nterpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the ſpiritual 
nc; which intimates, That the bleſſed Jeſus delights to dwell, by the 


audensg. 


Communications of his Spirit, in kumele Hearts. Lilium Vallibus 
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always remind thee of that glorious Perſon; 
whom © dwells all the Fulne/s of the Godhead bo 
* bodily.” Lettheſe little Emanations, teach tl, 
to thirſt after the eternal Fountain. O! may th; 
Creatures, be thy conſtant Clue to the Creator 
Forthis is a certain Truth, and deſerves thy frequen 
Recollection, demands thy moſt attentive Confide 
ation; that the whole Compaſs of finite Perfection 
only a faint Ray, ſhot from that immenſe Soutce- 
is only a ſmall Drop, derived from that ines 
hauſtible Ocean —of all good. 
What a ſurprifing Varzety is obſervable, amoy 
the flowery Tribes! How has the bountiful Hani 
of Providence, diverſihed theſe niceſt Pieces of hy 
Workmanſhip ! added the Charms of an endl: 
Novelty, to all their other Perfections A conſtan 
Uniformity would ſoon render the Entertainmen 
tireſome, or inſi pid; therefore, every Species i 
formed on a ſeparate Plan, and exhibits ſome 
thing entirely new. The Faſhion ſpreads not fron 
Family to Family; but every one has a Moded 
1t's own, which 1s truly original. The moſt curlon 
Glance, aeg an apparent Difference, as we 
as a peculiar Delicacy, in the Airs and Hab its tbe 
Attitude and Lineaments, of every diſtin Claß. 
Some rear their Heads, with a majeſtic Mien; 
and overlook, like Sovereigns or Nobles, the who 
Parterre. Others ſeem more moderate in heit 
Aims, and advance only to the middle Sta-. om, 
a Genius turned for Heraldry, might term then, 
the Gentry. of the Border. While others, fr: 
from all aſpiring Views, creep unambiuoully a 
= N 


* —Thou ſitt'ſt above all Heav'ns, 

_ To Us inviſible, or dimly ſeen | 

if In theſe thy loweſt Works; yet theſe declare 
| Thy Coodneſs beyond Thought, and Pow'r divine. 1 
| Hibs Mitt, Beo“ 
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e Ground, and the look, like the Commonality of 

She Kind. — Some are interſected with elegant 
„hes, or ſtudded with radiant Spots. Some affect 
be genteelly powdered, or neatly fringed; while 

B:hers are plain in their Aſpect, unaffected in their 
Press, and content to pleaſe with a naked Simpli- 
%. Some aſſume the Monarch's Purple, ſome 
Pok moſt becoming in the Virgin's White ; but 

B/ack, doleful Black, has no Admittance into the 
Wardrobe of Spring. The Weeds of Mourning 


Wy 01 ds an univerſal Feſtival. She would, now, in- 
Pire none but delightful Ideas; and therefore al- 
Ways makes her Appearance, in ſome “ amiable 
ut —Here, fands a Warrior, clad with Crimſon; 
ere, /its a Magiſtrate, robed in Scarlet; and 
Wonder /truts a pretty Fellow, that ſeems, to have 
415 his Plumes in the Rainbow, and glitters in 
che gay Colours of that reſplendent Arch. 


Wcautiful Bells. Some ſpread themſelves in a 
Wrcllng Tuft, or croud into a delicious Cluſter.— 
Wn ſome, the predominant Stain, ſoftens by the 
Wentleſt Demnutions ; till it his even ſtole away 
m itſelf. The Eye is amuſed at the agreeable 
Deluſion; and we wonder to find ourſelves in— 
nſibly decoyed, into a quite different Luſtre. In 
chers, you would think, the fine Tinges were e— 
ulous of Pre-eminence. Diſdaining to mingle, 


hile each is improved, by the Oppoſition, into 
he higheſt Vivacity of Complexion. 


* Nunc formofiſſmus anus Vine. 
5 + Plalm civ. 24. 


Fould be a manifeſt Indecorum, when Nature 


Wome / into a curious Cup, or fall into a Set of 


ey confront one another, with the Reſolution of 
als, determined to diſpute the Prize of Beauty; 


HOW manifold are thy Works + O Lord! Multi— 
„ e Plied 
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lied even to a Prodigy. Yet in Wiſdom, conſun. 
mate Wiſdom, haſt thou made them all. How! 
admire the Vaſtne/s of the Contrivance, and th, 
Exatineſs of the Execution! Man, feeble Man, 
with Difficulty accompliſhes aſingle Work. Hard, 
ly, and after many Efforts, does he arrive at 
tolerable Imitation, of ſome one Production d 
Nature. But the Almighty Artiſt ſpoke Million 
of Subſtances, into inſtantaneous Being; the 
whole Collection wonderfully various, and each 
Individual completely perfe&t.—Repeated Expe. 
riments generally, I might ſay, always diſcove 
Errors or Deſetts, in our happieſt Inventions 
Nay, what wins our Approbation, at the preſent 
Hour, or in this particular Place, is very probable, 
in ſome remote Period or ſome diſtant Clime 
treated with Contempt Whereas hee fine Strub. 
tures have pleaſed every Taſte, in every Country 
for almoſt fix thouſand Years. Nor has any“ 


Fault been detected in the original Plan, nor am 


Room left for the leaſt Improvement upon the fil 
Model.—All our Perfomances, the more minute) 
they are ſcanned, the more zmperfect they appeal. 
With regard to theſe delicate Objects, the more 
we ma, into their Properties, the more we an 
raviſhed with their Graces. They are ſure to dil 
cloſe freſh ſtrokes of the moſt maſterly Skill; 1 
proportion to the Attention, with which they ar 
examined. x E 

Nor is the Simplicity of the Operation lels aſio 
niſhing, than the Accuracy of the Workmanlhy, 
or the Infinitude of the Effects. Should you alk; 
* Where, and what are the Materials, which bear 


6 xywhat 


© tify the blooming World? What rich Tints: 


* ; os o ] "or 
* Fecleſ” iii. 14. I know, that whatſoever Gov doth, it ſual! V 
er: Nothing can be fut toit; nor au thing taken fron it, 
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what ſplendid Dyes; what Stores of ſhining 
Crions; ſtand by the Heavenly Limner, when 
he Paints the Robe of Nature?” Tis anfwered, 
i powerful Pencil needs no ſuch coltly Appar- 
tus. A fingle Principal, under his conducting 
land, be r out into an Immenſity of the moit 
aried, and moſt finiſhed Forms. The Moure 
che Earth, and the circumambient Air, paſled 
ro' proper Strainers, and-diſpoſed in a Range of 
ellucid Tubes: This performs all the Wonders, 
nd produccs all the Beauties, of Vegetation. 
his creeps along the Fibres of the low ſpread 
Mol; and climb to the very Tops of the 2 
(Saving Cedars. This, attracted by the Root, and 
& icculating thro' inviſible Canals; this burits into 
ems; expands itſelf into Leaves; and cloaths 
„he Foreſt, with all it's verdant Honours.-—This 
„re“, lain and ſimple, Cauſe gives Birth to all the 
WE harms; which deck the Youth, and Maturity, of 
Wc Year. This Bluſhes, in the early Hepatica ; 
nd flames in the late abvancing Poppy. This red- 
ens into Blood, in the Veins of the Mulberry; 
Wind attenuates itſelf into leafen Gold, to create a 
orering for the Quince. This breaths, in all the 
Wragrant Gales of our Garden; and weeps odorous 


E 
„um, in the Groves of Arabia. —So , wonderful 


our Creator in Council, and fo excellent in Works. 

ö no / 

2 ; 3 

ln a Grove of Tulips, or a Knot of Pinks, one 

Perceives a Difference in almoſt every Individual. 
| Scarce 


hen every ſeveral Effect has a particular ſeparate Cauſe, this 
gives no Pleaſure to the Spectator, as not diſcovering Contiivance. 
But that Work is behald with Admiration and Deliglu, as the Reſult 
; of deep Council, which is complicated in it's Parts, and yet Ainſle in 
"Its Operations, Where a great Vanicty of Effects are ſeen to ariſe 
from one Principle operating uniformly.” Abernethy o;: the Attributes. 

| + Ilai. xxviit, 29. | 
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Scarce any two, are turned, and tinctured, exadhy 
alike. Each allows himſelf a little Particularih 
his Dreſs, tho' all belong to one family : 0 

.- ey are various, and yet the ſame.—A prety 
- :nblem this, of the ſmaller Diſerences betweel 
-*roteſtant Chriſtians. There are Modes in Re. 
ligion, which admit of Variation, without Preju 
dice to ſound Faith, or real Holineſs. Juſt as the 
Drapery, on theſe Pictures of the Spring, may be 
formed after a Variety of Patterns, without ble. 
miſhing their Beauty, or altering their nature 
Be it fo then, that in ſome Points of inconſider 
able Conſequence, ſeveral of our Brethren diſſent: 
yet, let Us all live amicably and ſociably toge 
ther; for we harmonize in Principals, tho' we 
vary in Punclilios. Let us join in Converſation, 
and intermingle Intereſts ; Aver no Eſtrange. 


81e „ 
ment of Behaviour, and cheriſh no Alienationd 


Affection. If any Strife ſubſiſts, let it be to folloy 
our Divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in Humility d 
Heart, and Unblameableneſs of Life. Let it he 
to ſerve one another moſt readily, in all the kind 
Offices of a cordial Friendſhip. Thus ſhall we 
be united, tho' diſtinguiſhed ; united in the ſame 
grand Fundamentals, tho' diſtinguiſhed by ſome 
{mall Circumſtantials; united in one importan 
Bond of brotherly Love, though diſtinguiſhed by 
{ome {lighter Peculiarities of Sentiment. | 
Between Chriſtians, whoſe Judgments difagret 
only about a Form of Prayer, or Manner of Wor 
hip, T apprehend, there is no more efentzal Dir 
ference; than between Flowers which bloom tro 
the fame kind of Seed, but happen to be ſome 
what diverſified in the Mixture of their Colour: 
—Whereas, if one denies the Divinity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and degrades the incarnate God g 
the 
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ie Meanneſs of a mere Creature; if another cries 
Yy che Worthineſs of human Works; and depre- 
dates the alone-meritorious Righteouſneſs of the 
orious Mediator; if a hd addreſſes the incom- 


onicable Honours to a finite Being, and bows 
che Image, or prays to the Saint Theſe are 
Errors, extremely . derogatory to the Redeemer's 


MD ignity, and not a little prejudicial to the Com- 
rt of his People: Againſt theſe to remonſtrate; 
«MKzgainlt theſe to urge every Argument, and uſe 
cry Diſſuaſive; beſpeaks not the cenſorious 
Pigot, but the Friend of Truth, and the Lover of 
ankind.—Whereas, to {ſtand neuter and ſilent 
While ſuch Principles are propagated, would be 
Inſtance of criminal Remilſhef,, rather than of 
hriſtian Moderation. —For the Perſons, we will 
Wot fail to maintain a tender Compaſſion: we will 
ot ceale to put up earnelt Interceſſions: we will 
lo acknowledge and love, whatever is excellent 


d amiable in their Character. Yet, we dare 
beet ſubſcribe their Creed, we cannot remit our 
lduous, but kind Endeavours ; if by any Means 


We may reconcile them to a more /cr:þtural Be- 
ff, and a purer Worlhip#®. | 


Another Circumſtance, recommending and en- 


mc : * * . 
mM ug the flowery Creation, is their regular 
cn. They make not their Appearance all 


once, but in an orderly Rotation. While a 
| proper 


In ſome former Editions, I expreſſed myfelf, on this Point, wnwaris 
ad dar But my Meaning, and real Sentiments, were no other 
3 thoſe repreſented above. — The Reader, from ſuch unguarded Inti- 


ions, might too naturally be led to conclude, That the Author avows, t ; 


* 
bis } 
mY 
1 i 
10 
3. 
11 
TT 

[4 
4 
1 i 


me* p would ſtir up, a Spirit of Perſecution, But, this is a Method of 5 
rs. 8. with Opponents in religious Doctrines, winch Ie diſclaluis, as 
0rd urd; and abhors, as w1quitous.., He is for no Force, but that of vat - 


al Conviction for no Conſtraint, but that of aſſettionate Perſualion... 
05, if You pleaſe, comper them to come in, Luke xive 23. 
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proper Number of theſe * Retainers 
in waiting, the others abſcond; but hold th: 
ſelves in a Poſture of Service, ready to take t 
Turn, and fill each his reſpective Station, 
Inſtant it becomes vacant.— The Snowdrop, fc 
moſt of the lovely Train, breaks her Way kt! 
the frozen Soil, in order to prelent her e- 
Compliments to her Lord. Dreſſed in the R 
of Innocency, ſhe ** forth, fearleſs of D 
ger: long before the Trees have ventured to 
old their Leaves, even while the Icicles 

pendent on our Houſes.—Next, peeps out 
Crocus ; but cautiouſly, and with an Air of Ti 
dity. She hears the howling Blaſts, and ſk 
cloſe to her low Situation. Afraid, ſhe ſeems. 
make large Excurſions from her Root ; whil 
many ruffian Winds are abroad, and ſcow 
along the Æther.— Nor is the Vzo/et laſt, in 
ſhining Embaſly of the Year. Which, with 
the Embeliſhments, that would grace a Rc 
Garden, condeſcends to line our Hedges, 
grow at the Feet of Briars. Freely, and with 
any Sohcitation, ſhe diſtributes the Bounty of 
emiſſive Sweets: while herſelf, with an exemp!| 
Humility, retires from Sight ; ſeeking rather 
adminiſter Pleaſure, than to wm Admiratio 
Emblem, expreſſive Emblem, of thoſe modeſt 
tues, which delight to bloom in Obſcurity : wl 
extend a chearing Influence to Multitudes, » 
are ſcarce acquainted with the Source of tl 
Comforts! Motive, engaging Motive, to 
cver- active Beneficence; Wich ſtays not for 
Importunity of the Diſtreſſed; but anticipates! 
Suit, and prevents them with the Bleſſings of 
GoodneſsI— The poor Polyanthus, 3 
| ado 


* Prodefſe quam conſpici. 
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dorned the Border with her ſparkling Beauties ; 


E ad, tranſplanted into our Windows, gave us a 
-eſh Entertainment; is now no more, I ſaw her 
TE omplexion fade; L perceived her Breath decay; 
Sl! at length ſhe expired, and dropt into her 
rave. —Scarce have we ſuſtained this Loſs, but. 
S comes Auricula, and more than retrieves it. 

Lrrayed ſhe comes, in a ſplendid Variety of ami- 
le Forms; with an Eye of Cryſtal, and Garments 
f the molt gloſſy Sattin; r Perfume, and 
Povdered with Silver. A very diſtinguiſhed Pro- 
Jellion this! The favourite Care of the Floriſt! 
Wcarce one among them, but is dignified with a 
haracter of Renown ; or has the Honour to re- 
Preſent, ſome celebrated Toaſt. But theſe alſo, 
MS owithltanding their illuſtrious Titles, have ex- 
auſted their whole Stock of Fragrance, and are 
ingled with the meaneſt Duſt.— Who could for- 
ear grieving at their Departure, did not the 
ulis begin to riſe themſelves an their fine Wands, 
tely Stalks ? They fluſh the Parterre, with 


a 
ene of the payelt Dreſles, that blooming Nature 
ears. Did ever Beau or Bell make ſo gaudy an 

Appearance, in a Birth-night Suit? Here, one 


ay behold the innocent Wantonneſs of Beauty. 
ere, ſne indulges a Thouſand Freaks, and ſports 
erſelf in the moſt charming Diverſity of Colours. 
e., 1 ſhould wrong her, were I to. call her a 
W 4 uct; becauſe, ſhe plays her lovely Changes, 
ot to enkindle diſſolute Affections, but to diſplay 

er Creator's Glory.—Soon ariſes the Anemone: 
Wncircled, at the Bottom, with a ſpreading Robe; 
Ind rounded, at the Top, into a beautiful Dome. 


iris looſely-flowing Mantle, you may obſerve a 
ate oble Negligence; in it's gently-bending Tufts, 
F< niceſt Symmetry. I would term it, the fine 


bv Gentleman . 
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Gentleman of the Garden ; becauſe, it ſeems | 
have learnt the ſingular Addreſs, of uniting Sin 
plicity with Refinement, of reconciling Art at 
aſe. —The ſame Month has the Merit of pr 
ducing the Ranunculus. All bold and gracef 
it expands the Riches of it's Foliage; and acquir 
by Degrees, the lovelieſt Enamel in the Wor 
As Perſons of intrinfic Worth, diſdain the ſun 
ficial Arts of Recommendation, practiſed by Z 
ſo, this lordly Flower ſcorns to borrow any of 
Excellence, from Powders and Eflences. It nee 
no ſuch Attractives, to render it the Darling 
the Curious; being ſufficiently engaging from! 
Elegance of it's Figure, the radiant Variety of 
Tinges, and a certain ſuperior Dignity of Aſpe 
—Methinks, Nature improves in her Operatio 
Her lateſt ſtrokes are moſt maſterly. To cro 
the Collection, ſhe introduces the Carnat: 
Which captivates every Eye, with a noble Spre 
of Graces; and charms another Senſe, with 
Profuſion of exquiſite Odours. This fingle Flo. 
has centred in itſelf, the Perfections of all the p 
ceding. The Moment it appears, it ſo comma 
our Attention, that we ſcarce regret the Abſer 
of the reſt. —The Gutly-flower, like a real Frie 
attends you thro' all the Viciſſitudes and Alte 
tions of the Seaſon. While others make a trat 
ent Viſit only, this is rather an Inhabitant, tha 
Gueſt in your Gardens; adds Fidelity to 
plaiſance. ä 


It is in vain to attempt a Catalogue of theſe at 
able Gifts. There is an endleſs Multiplicih, 
their Characters; yet an invariable Order, in th 
Approaches. Every Month, almoſt every We 
has it's peculiar Ornaments ; not ſervilely co 
ing the Works of it's Predeceſſor, but a1 
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ill forming, and ſtill executing ſome new Deſign. 


o laviſh is the Fancy, yet ſo exact is the Procels, 
f Nature. 

Here, let me ſtand awhile, to contemplate this 
D:/{r:bution of Flowers, thro' the ſeveral Periods 
Sf the Year. —Were they all to bloſſom together; 


cre would be at once a promiſcuous 7hrong, 
peri nd at once a total Privation. We ſhould ſcarce 
dave an Opportunity, of adverting to the dainty 
FD ualities of Half; and muſt ſoon loſe the agree- 
den ble Company of them All. But now, ſince every 
gpecies has a ſeparate Poſt to occupy; and a ꝗiſ- 
th inct Interval for appearing ; we can take a leiſu- 
f ie!) and minute Survey of each ſucceeding Set. 
m1 IC can view and review their Forms; enter into 
om more intimate Acquaintance with their charm- 
one Accompliſhments ; and receive all thoſe pleal- 
2g Services, which they are commiſſioned to yield. 
ren This remarkable Piece of Oeconomy, is produc- 
ee of another very valuable Effect. It not only 
we laces, in the moſt advantageous Light, every par- 
p icular Community; but is alſo a ſure proviſi- 
an nary Reſource, againſt the Frailty of the whole 


Nation. Or, to ſpeak more truly, it renders the 
overy Tribes a fort of “ Immortal Corps. For, 
Hough ſome. are continually dropping; yet, by 
his Expedient, others are as continually riſing, to 
þ 8 our Borders, and prolong the Entertain- 

What Goodnefs is this, to provide ſuch a Series 
f Gratifications for Mankind! Both to diverſify, 
Ind perpetuate, the fine Collation! To take care, 


In Alluſion to the celebrated Prafti he | 

nn” 1 attice of the Perſian Kings; * who 
. 3 for their 8 a Body of Twen called „ 
„ „caule it perpetually ſubliſted: For as ſoon. as any oſ the Men died, 


* 


'fory, Vor. . 


U 2 that 


anot . . . . . 
another was immediately put into his Place.“ Royitix's Antient 
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that our Paths {ſhould be, in a Manner, inceſſan;, 
ly ſtrewed with Flowers !—And-what Wa/dom, to 
bid every one of theſe incenſible Beings, know the 
preciſe Juncture for their coming forth! Inſomuc| 
that no Actor on a Stage, can be more exact i 
F his Part; can make a more regular 
ntry, or a more punctual Exit. 

Who imboldens the Daffodil, to venture abroad 
in February; and to truſt her flowering Gold, wit 
inclement and treacherous Skies? Who inform 
the various Tribes of Fruzt-bearing Bloſſoms ; that 
vernal Suns, and a more genial Warmth, are ht. 
teſt for their delicate Texture? Who teaches the 
Clove to ſtay ; till hotter Beams are prepared, 
infuſe a ſpicy Richneſs into her Odours, and tine 
ture her Complexion with the deepeſi Crimſon !— 
Who diſpoſes theſe beautiful Troops, into ſuct 
orderly Bodies; retarding ſome, and accelerating 
others? Who has inſtructed them to fie M, wit 
ſuch perfect Regularity ; as ſoon as the Duty d 
their reſpective Station is over? And, when d 
Detachment retires, Who gives the Signal, fa: 
another immediately to advance? Who, but that 
unerring Providence, which, from the hghel! 
Thrones of Angels, to the very loweſt Degrees of 
Exiſtence, orders all Things in“ Number, Weight, 
& and Meaſure !* erer 420 

Iheſe, O my Soul, are the Regulations of that 
molt adorable, that moſt benefictent Being, wi 
bowed the Heavens; came down to dwell on 
Earth; and united the Frailty of thy mortal Na- 
ture, to all the Glories of his Godhead, All th: 
Honour of this admirable Eſtabliſhment, belong 
to thy Ranſom, thy Surety, thy Saviour, 1 
HIM it belongs, who ſuſtained the Vengear!, 
which thou hadſt deſerved, and waſt 408 t0 


* 
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fer; who fulfilled the Obedience, which thou 


aſt obliged, but unable, to perform; and who 
umbled Himſelf (ſtupendous, ineffable Loving 
indneſs!) humbled Himſelf to Death, even the 
Peath of the Croſs. He formed this vaſt Machine, 
Jad adjuſted it's nice Dependencies. The Pillars, 
Pat ſupport it; the Embelliſhments, that adorn 
; and the Laws, that govern it; are the Reſult 
WW his unſearchable Counſels. O! the Heights of 
lis Majeſty, and the Depths of his Abaſement! 

= Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential Great- 
/, or His free Grace 2 He created the exalted 
Wcraph, that ſings in Glory; and every the minut- 
Iſt Inſect, that flutters in Air, or crawls in Duſt, 
De marks out a Path, for all thoſe Globes of 
Tight, which travel the Circuit of the Skies; and 
Wildains not to rear the Violet from it's lowly Bed, 
Ir to e the Daiſy which dreſſes our Plains. So 


i rand are his Operations; yet ſo condeſcending 
i Regards !—If Summer, like a ſparkling Bride, 


brilliant and glorious in her Apparel; what 1s 
is but a feeble Reflection of his uncreated Eful- 
euce“ If Autumn, like a munificient Hoſt, opens 


ether Storcs, and gives us all Things 1 to en- 
; what is this but a little Taſte of his inex- 
b auſtible Liberality? If Thunders roar, you hear 


he Sound of his Trumpet: If Lightnings glare, 
ou ſee the Launching of his glittering Spear: If 
the perpetual Hills be ſcattered, and the ever- 


on Bi laſting Mountains bowed,” you behold a Diſhlay 
Na- No, ays the Prophet, you have rather “ The 


Hiding 
Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificently conceived, than the 
agery of this whole Chapter; and upon the Foot of our Interpretation, 
ing was ever more delicately and nobly turned, than the Sentiment of 
1 Clauſe. Ocher Senſes of the Paſſage, I acknowledge, may be aſ- 
pacd with equal Propriety, Bui none, I think, can be imagined ſo 


wajeſtic- 
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Hiding of his Power. So immenſe is His Power, 
ſo uncontroulable and inconceivable; that al 
theſe mighty Works are but a Sketch, in which 
more 1s concealed than diſcovered. 

Thus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſibl, 
Syſlem; with an Evangelical Tele/cope (if I my 
he allowed the Expreſſion), and with an Evan 
gelical M:croſcope, Regarding Chriſt Jeſus, as the 
great Projector and Architect; who planned, and 
executed, the amazing Scheme, Whatever is may: 
niſicent or valuable; tremendous or amiable: 
mould ever be aſcribed to the Redeemer. Thu 
is the Chriſtian's Natural Philoſophy, With regani 
to this Method of conſidering the Things that ar 
feen; we have an inſpired Apoſtle, for our Pre 
ceptor and Precedent. Speaking of Chriſt, He 
ſays; © Thou, Lord, in the Beginning, haſt Jail 
the Foundation of the Earth; and the Heaven 


66 are 


majeſtic and ſublime. As the Original will fairly admit of it; as it canis 
no Diſagreement with the Context; and 3 a moſt important, a 
well as undoubted Truth; I hope, I may be permitted to ule it, at la 
by way of Accommodation.—Eſpecially, as it, ſuggeſts one of the find 
Mottos imaginable ; wherewith to inſcribe all. the viſible Preduttion® 
the Creator's Hand. When, ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment, we conſider th! 
Grandeur, Beauty, and conſummate Perfettions let us, in Juſtice to the! 
Author, a ply the exalted Reflection of this ſacred Ode: “ In, all thei 
is the Biking. rather than an adequate Diſplay, of kts matchleſs Pout! 
* Tho” they challenge our Praiſe, and ſurpaſs our Comprehenſion ; 1 
* they are by no Means the utmoſt Exertions, but rather ſome ſligun 
Eſſays, of omnipotent Skill,” Milton, relating the Overthrow of U 
fallen Angels, introduces a grand Circumſtance, not much unlike the F 
eeding. Meftah, unaided and alone, had. routed an innumerable. Holl 
apoſtate Spirits. This was, great and marvellous. But to create a jul 
Idea of the illuſtrious Conqueror, our Poet beautifully adds; 


Yet half his Strength he put not forth. 


Tf we forget to make the ſame Remark, when we contemplate God ini 
Works; we mult, neceſſarily form very ſcanty Conceptions of that dt 
PREME BEING, before whom all Nations are as 2 Drop of a Bude 
and are counted as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance.“ 
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are the Work of thy Hands.“ Did we careful- 
attend to this leading Principal, in all our Ex- 
minations of Nature; it would, doubtleſs, be a 
oft powerful Means of enkmdiing our Love, 
d * ſtrengthening our Faith. When TI look round 
pon Millions of noble Subſtances, and carry with 


„e this tranſporting Reflection, The Maker of 
IS them all, expired on a Croſs for me ;” how can 
u remain any longer indifferent? Muſt not the 


W-/dc/: Heart, begin to glow with Gratitude ?— 
hen I ſurvey an Immenſity of the fineſt Produc- 
ons imaginable; and remember, That the Author 
ur them all, is my © Righteouſneſs and my Re- 

demption;“ how can I chooſe but repoſe the 
Eno chearful Confidence, in ſuch a Mediator? 
| Let 
be Apoliles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this Method, of diſplaying 
WW: Honours of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the Faith of his * wen 
be beloved Diſciple, teaching that moſt precious Doctrine, “of a Lamb 
WF {lain to take away the Sins of the World ;” in order to evince the 


} uthciency of Chriſt's Sacrifice for this bleſſed Purpoſe, affirms, That 
wo [hings were made by Him: And without Him was not any Ihing, 


not ſo much as one ſingle Being, made, John i. 3.—St. Paul, preach- 
finet g the ſame glad Tidings to the * and expreſsly maintaining, 
10s bat we have Redemption thro' his Blood; ſeems to foreſee an Objec- 
het en of this Kind. To expiate Tranſgreſſions againſt an infinite Mi- 
be jelly, is a molt prodigious Att. It muſt coſt vallly more than any 


common Surety can pay, to redeem a finful World. What Reaſon 
have we to believe, that Jeſus is equal to this m_—_, Undertaking ??” 


T li poſſible Reaſon, replies the Apoſtle, from the Dignity of his Perton, 
gur WE or he is the Image of the. inviſille God; and from the greatneſs of his 
orks, For by Him all Things were made. Conſider the Operations of 


W's Hands, and vou cannot doubt the atoning Efficacy of his Death, 

od. i. 15, 16.— The Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, falls exattly 
to the lame Train of arguing. Declaring, that Chrill Jeſus has purged 
r Sins, by the Sacrifice of Himſelf; He proves his ample Ability for 
5 tremendous Office, from His effemiial Excellence, becauſe Ile is the 
ihtneſs of his Father's Glory ; and from his admirable Works, be- 
ule He made the Wortds, and upholdeth all Things by the Word of tas 
ver, Heb. i. 2, 3.— Which Truth, as it is fo important in itfelt; of 
ich lignal Comfort to Chriſtians; and ſo particularly inſiſted on, by the 
pred Writers; I hope, I-ſhall need no Apology, for an Attempt 
illuſtrate and enforce it, in a kind of evangelical Defcant upon 
alten, annexed to theſe Reflections, | 


p—— — — — 


_- 


11 
All 
i 
mat 
114 
1 


—— — — — — — —— 


- — - — — — - — — — * — — — 
2 = — — 2 =T _ - —_— * 
— — 
— * — — — — — — 
— - - -- _— x — — - — — 
— * : — bd 2 — 7 — A 
= — - — — — — — — = -— ——i/ — — — 
= - . > - 2 — — — — 
—— — 4 * * 
- — — —— * 
2 9 — ms 
"= T * a” z = _ = 
— — — > — ow = k — ——_ — — — 
* — — — 2 — — — * 


140 REFLECTIONS 


regular, like the flaunting Woodbine : Should th 


Should the erect and manly Ao of the Pion 


thoſe 8 Pillars, which ariſe in the Midd: 


Let me add one more Remark, upon the admit 
able Adjuſtment of every Particular, relating u 
theſe fine Colonies planted in the Parterre. Wil 
ſuch Accuracy and Correctneſs, is their Strudtus 
finiſhed ; that any the leaſt conceivable Altera, 
on, would very much impair their Perfection 
Should you ſee, for Inſtance, the nice Diſpoſiti 
of the 1 _ Attire fly abroad, diſorderly and: 


Jeſſumine rear her diminutive Head, on thok 


rand Columns which ſupport the Hollihod: 


hang down with a penſive Air, like the flexile Bel 
of the Hyacmth : Should that noble Plainnel, 
which diſtinguiſhes the Lilly, be exchanged fi 
the glittering F gy. 17% which edge the Pini, « 
the gaudy Stains, which bedrop the Iris: Should 


of it's Vaſe, and, tipt with golden Pendants, git 
ſuch a Luſtre to the ſurrounding Panels of Als 
baſter—Should thoſe fink and diſappear, like the 
Chives which cover the Heart of the Anemone! 
In many of theſe Caſes, would not the 'Tranſpo 
ſition be fantaſtical and aukward? In all, to th 
apparent Prejudice of every Individual? 
Again; with regard to the Time of their ap 
pearing ; this Circumſtance is ſettled, by a remat 
able Foreſight and Precaution. What would be 
come of the Sailor, if, in very ſtormy Weather, 
{hould raiſe a lofty Maſt, and croud it with all bv 
Canvaſs ! Such would be the ill Effect; if the mol 
ſtately Species of Flowers, ſhould preſume ! 
come abroad, in the bluſtering Months. Ah! ho 
would they rue the imprudent Boldneſs ! Ther 


fore, thoſe only that {hoot the ſhorteſt Stews, ig 
| "ol 
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play the ſmalleſt Spread Leaves, or (if you 
Jeaſe) carry the leaſt Sail, are launched amidſt 
Te blowing Seaſons. How injudiciouſly would 
\e Perſumer act; if he ſhould unſeal his fineſt Eſ- 
nces, and expoſe them to the Northern Winds, 
Wintry Rains! Our blooming Artiſts of the 
Jomatic Profeſſion, at leaſt the moſt delicate a- 
ong them, ſeem perfectly aware of the Conſe- 
ences of ſuch a Procedure. Accordingly, they 
Wltpone the Opening of their odoriferous Trea- 
res; till a ſerener Air, and more“ unclouded 
ies, grant a Protection to their amiable Traffic; 
Wl they are under no more Apprehenſions, of 
ing their ſpicy Cells rifled by rude Blaſts, or 
Wrowned in e Showers. 3 

What a ſtriking Argument is here for Re/igna- 
| X | . 
WW. Cofmir, in a very poetical Mariner, addreſſes himſelf to the darmant 
| le; and moſt prettily invites her to venture abroad, by the Mention of 
We two Circumſtances : 


Siderum ſacros imitats vultus, 


ah Quid lates dudum, Roſa ? Delicatum 
Ii E fer e teriis caput. O tepentis 
the Jam tibi nubes fugiunt aquoſæ, 
Quas fugant albis Zephyri quadrigis ; 
Jam tibi mulcet Boream jocantis 
ap Px $88) Aura Favonu 
I Child of the Summer, charming Roſe; 
be. No longer in Confinement lie; 
Ariſe to Light; thy Form diſcloſe; 
* Rival the Spangles of the Sky. 
| The Rains are gone; the Storms are o'er ; 
10 Winter retires to make thee way: 
1 Come then, thou ſweetly bluſhing Flow't ; 
105 - Come lovely Stranger, come away. 
or The Sun is dreſs'd in beaming Smiles, 


To give thy Beauties to the Day : 
Y oung Zephyrs wait, with gentleſt Galcs, 
To fan thy Boſom, as they play, 
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tion unfeigned Reſignation, to all the Diſpoſal 
of Providence? Too often are our diſlatisfe 
thoughts apt to find fault with Divine Diſpenſat. 
ons. We tacitly arraign our Maker's Conduct, ot 
queſtion his Kindneſs with regard to ourſelye, 
We fancy our Lot, not ſo commodiouſly ſituated, 
or our Condition, not ſo happily circumſtance, 
as if we had been placed in ſome other Station d 
Life.—But, let us behold this exquiſitely nice Re. 
gulation of the minuteſt Plants; and be aſhame 
of our rehining Folly. Could any Fibre in their 
Compoſition, be altered; or one Line in the 
Features, be tranſpoſed ; without clouding ſome 
of their Beauties? Could any Fold in their Vel. 
ments, be varied; or any Link in their order 
Succeſſion, be broken; without injuring ſome de: 
licate Property ?—And-does not that All-ſeeing 
Eye, which preſerves ſo exact a Harmony, among 
theſe pretty Toys ; maintain as watchful a Care, 
over His rational Creatures? Does He chooſe the 
propereſt Seaſon, for the Cowſlip to ariſe, and 
drink the Dews? And can He neglect the Cor: 
cerns, or made the Conveniencies, of His Som 
and Daughters ? He, who has ſo completely di- 
poſed, whatever pertains to the vegetable OcconWW 
my; that the leaſt Diminution or Addition, would 
certainly hurt the finiſhed Scheme; does, withou 
all Peradventure, preſide, with equal Attention 

over the Intereſts of his own People. 
Be ſtill, then, thou uneaſy Mortal“; knov 
that God is unerringly wiſe ; and be aſſured, thy 
| any: 
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* Permittas ipſis expendere numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque ſit utile noſtrts. 
Nam. pro jucundis aptiſſima quægue debunt dit ; 
Cartor eſt illis homo, quam ibi. Juv. 
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midſt the greateſt Multiplicity of Beings, He does 
Inot overlook thee, Thy Saviour has given me 
Authority to aſſert, That thou art of far ſuperior ql 
Value, in the eſtimate of Omnipotence, than all 7h 
the Herbage of the Field. —If His ſacred Will, or- 
dains Stckneſs for thy Portion; never dare to 
imagine, That uninterrupted Health would be 
more advantegous. If He pleaſes to with-hold, 
Jor take away, Children ; never preſume to con— 
W clude, That thy Happineſs is blaſted, becauſe uy 
Hopes of an increaſing Family are diſappointec 

He, that marſhals all the Starry Hoſt, and ſo ac- 

curately arranges every the meaneſt Species of 
Herbs; HE orders all the Peculiarities, all the 

Changes of thy State, witha Vigilence, that nothing 

can alude; witha Goodnels, that endureth forever. 

—Bow thy Head, therefore, in humble Acquiel- 

cence. Reſt ſatisfied, That whatever is, by the 

Appointment of Heaven“, ic r:g/i, is belt. 

X 2 Among 


Since all the downward Trafts of Time 
God's watchful Eye ſurveys ; 

O! who ſo wiſe to chooſe our Lot, 
And regulate our Ways ? 


Since none can doubt his equal Love, 
Unmeaſurably kind ; 
To his unerring, gracious Will, 


Be every Wish reſign'd. 


Good when He gives, ſupremely Good ; 
Nor leſs, when he denies; 

Ev*n Croſſes, from his ſov'reign Hand, 
Are Bleſſings in Diſguiſe. 


 * Whatever is, is right—If Mr. Pope underſtands the Maxim accord*+ 
ing to the Limitation ſuggelled above, he ſpeaks a moſt undeniable and 
$orious Truth, But if that great Poet includes whatever comes to paſs, 
through the wild and extravagant Paſſions of Men: ſurely no thinking 
Perſon, at leaſt no Chriſtian, can accede to his Opinion. What Gov 
Tracts, is wiſe, beyond all Poſſibility of Correttion ; and good, above all 
, | that 
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Among all the Productions of the Third Creat. 
ing-Day, this of Flowers ſeem to be peculiarly 
deſigned for Man. Man has the Monopoly of thi 
Favour : 1t 1s conferred on Him, by a Sort of ex. 
cluſive Charter. See the Imperial Crown, ſplen. 
did and beautifully grand! See the Tuberofe, del. 
cate and languiſhingly fair! See all the Pomp and 
Glory of the Parterre; where Paint and Perfume 
do Wonders. Yet the inferior Animals are neither 
ſmit with their Beauties, nor regaled with their 
Odours. The Horſe never ſtands ſtill, to gaze 
upon their Charms; nor does the Ox turn aſide, 
to browſe upon their Sweets. Senſes they have, 
to diſcern theſe curious Objects in the grofs ; but 
no Taſte, to dſtinguiſſi or reliſn their fine Accom- 
pliſkments,—Juſt fo, carnal and unenlightened 
Men, may underſtand the literal Meaning of 
Scripture; may comprehend the Evidences of it's 
Divine Inſpiration. Yet have no ardent Longing 
for the ſpiritual Bleſſings, it offers; ſee © no 
Form or Comelineſs“ in the Savigur, it del- 
cribes, ſo as to render Him the /upreme Deſire of 
their Souls, 5 | & 

6 


that we can aſk or think. His Decrees, are the Reſult of infinite Dil- 
cernment; and his Diſpenſations, the Iſſues of unbounded Benevolence. 
But Man, fallen Man, is hurried away, by his Luſts, into a thouſand 
Irregularities; which are deplorably evil in themſelves, and attended wich 
Conſequences, manifeſtly prenicious to Society. —Let the Sentiment, 
therefore, be reſtrained to the Diſpoſals of Heaven, and I molt readily 
ſubſcribe it. But, if it be extended to the Conduct of Men, and the Ef- 
fects of their Folly ; I think myſelf obliged to enter my Proteſt againit i. 
For, whatever kindles the Divine Indignation—1s Cauſe of final Run 0 
the Author—1s ſtrictly forbidden by GoD's holy Word=-1s "contrary !0 
the whole Deſign of his revealed Will and the very Reverſe of his cl- 
ſential Attributes Ii, cannot poſlibly be right. 7s, is moſt un- 
doubtedly wrong. Omnipotence. deed] can over-rule it, and edu 
Good from it. But the very Notion of over-ruling, ſuppoſes it to? 
abſolutely wrong in 11{c1f, . | 
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The chief End of theſe beautiful Appearances, 


Philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the Em- 
Wo Seed; or to ſwathe the tender Body, 1 


Is infant State. But, whatever is the chief En 

W Nature; 'tis certain, ſhe never departs from 
the Deſign, of adminiſtering Deizght to Man- 
ind“. This is inſeparably connected with her 


other Views.—Were 1t only to ſecure a reproduc- 
tive Principle, what need of ſuch elegant Compli- 


cations ? Why ſo much Art employed, and ſo 


many Decorations added ? Why ſhould Veltments 
be prepared, richer than Brocades ; more delicate 
than Lawns ; and of a finer Glow, than the moſt 
admired Velvets If the great Mother had no 
other Aim, than barely to accommodate her little 
Offspring ; warm Flannel, or homely Fuſtian, 
would have ſerved her Turn. Served it, full as 


well as the moſt ſumptuous Tiſſues, or all the 


Furniture of the Mercer's Shop. 

Evident then it 1s, that Flowers were endued 
with ſuch enchanting Graces, for the Pleaſure of 
Man. In purſuance of this original Intention, 
they have always paid their Court to the human 
Race; they ſtill ſeem particularly ſolicitous of 
recommending themſelves to our Regard. The 
lineſt of each Species croud about our Habitati- 
ons; and are rarely to be ſeen, at a Diſtance from 
our Abodes. They hide under our une 
Hand, and obſerving Eye; but degenerate, and 

| | pine 


* « We find that the moſt important Parts in the Vegetable World, 


© are thoſe which are the moſt beautiful, Theſe are the Seeds by which 


* the ſeveral Races of Plants are propa ated and contrived, and which are 
A always lodged in Flowers or Bloſſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her 
2 principal Deſign, and to be induſtrious in making the Earth gay and 
F; delightful, while ſhe is carrying on her great Work, and intent upon 


Spedt, Vol, V. No. 387. 


6 atio 
* her own Preſerration,” 
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pme away, if unregarded by their Lord. To vin 
his Attention, and deck his Retreats, they hide 
their Deformities under Ground; and diſplay ng. 
thing but the moſt graceful Forms, and engaging 
Colours, to his ſight.— To merit a farther Degree 
Of his Eſteem, the Generality of them diſpenſe; 
detightionl Perfume, What is ſtill more obliging, 
they © reſerve their richeſt Exhalations, to en. 
balm his Morning and Evening Walks+t. Becaul: 
e uivally chooſes thoſe cool Hours, to recreate 
441mſelt among their blooming Ranks; therefore 
at thoſe Hours, they are moſt Javiſh of their Fray. 
rance, and breathe out their choiceſt Spirits. 

O Man, greatly beloved by thy Creator! The 
| Darling of Providence ! Thou art diſtinguiſhed by 
I ais Goodneſs ; diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by thy Grat. 
tude, Be it thy one undivided Aim, to glorily 
him; who has been at ſo much Expence, to gra 
tify thee !—While all theſe inferior Creatures, in 
ſilent Eloquence, declare the Glory of God; do 
thou lend them thy Tongue. Be thou the High 
| Prieſt of the Mute Creation. Let their Pralle 
become vocal in thy Songs.—Adore the ſupreme 
Benefactor, for the Bleſſings He ſhowers down, 
| upon every Order of Beings. Adore him tor 
| numberleſs Mercies, which are appropriated to 
| thyſelf. But, above all, adore him, for that noble 
Gift of a rational, and immortal Soul, —This con. 
thtutes us Maſters of the Globe, and gives us the 
| 5 Tea: 
*— — The Flow'rs, 


That open now their choiceſt boſom'd Smells, 


Reſerv'd from Night, and kept for thee in ſtore. Milt. 


| 

| 

| 

| + The twining Jaſmine. and the bluſhing Roſe, 

| With laviſh Grace their Morning Scents diſcloſe ; 
| The ſmelling Tub'roſe and Jonquil declare 
| The ſtronger Impulſe of an Zu'ning Air, PrIOR'S Se. 
| | 
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al Enjoyment of it's Riches. This diſcovers ten 
Wrouſand Beauties, which otherwiſe had been 
Wo; and renders them both a Source of Delights, 
Wd a Nurſery of Devotion. By virtue of this ex- 
led Principle, we are qualified to admire our 
lakers Works, and capable of bearing his 1llul- 
trious [mage bearing his illuſtrious Image, not 
Wonly when theſe Ornaments of the Ground, have 
Ercligned their Honours ; but, 'when the great 
Origin of Day is extinguifhed in the Skies; and all 
me flaming Orbs on high, are put out in obſcure 
Darkneſs.—Then to ſurvive; to ſurvive the Ruins 
of one World, and to enjoy God—to reſemble 
God—to be“ filled with all the Fulneſs of God,” 
in another—What a Happineſs, what an ineſ- 
timable Happineſs, is this! Yet, 7hzs is thy Pri- 
vilege, (barter it not, for Triſles of an Hour!) 
this thy glorious Prerogative, O Man! 
O! the Goodneſs, the exuberant Goodneſs, of 
our God! I cannot forbear celebrating it once 
more, before I pals to another Confideration.— 
How much ſhould we think ourſelves obliged to 
a generous Friend; who ſhould build a ſtately 
Edifice®, purely for our Abode ! But, how greatly 
would 


* I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the Compariſon is ſtretched beyond 
proper Bounds, when carried to this Pitch. It is my ſtedfalt Opinion, 
That the World, at leaſt this lower World, with it's various Appurten- 
ences, was intended purely for Man; that it is pr to him; and 
taat he (in Subordination to God's Glory) is the End of it's Creation. 
Other Animals, ?tis true, partake of the Creator's Benefits : but then 
they partake under the,Notion of Man's Domeflicks, or on the Foot of 
Retainers to Him, as Creatures, which bear ſome Relation to his Service, 
and ſome way or other contribute to his Good. So that ſtill He is the 
Centre of the Whole ; or, as our incomparable Milton, equally Maſter of 
Poetry and Divinity, expreſſes himſelf, All Things live for Man. Par. 
Lot, B. XI. 161. 2 
Mr. Pope, in his Ethic Epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode this Tenet, as 
Re ' Height ef P7ide, and a groſs Abſurdity, For my Part I fee no 

| Reaſon 
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would the Obligation be increaſed ; if the Han! 
that built, ſhould alſo furnzf it! And not on 
furniſh it, with all that is commodious and con. 
fortable ; but ornament it alſo, with whatever i: 


{plendid 
Reaſon for ſuch a Charge. With all Submiſſion to ſo ſuperior a Genin, 


it ſeems very remote from Pride, to be duly ſenſible of Favours vouchſaſed: 
to contemplate them in all the Extent of their Munificence, and acknoy. 
ledge them accordingly, I ſhould rather imagine, That to contract their 
Size, when they are immenſly large; to ſtint their Number, whan they 
are altogether innumerable ; that ſuch a Procedure favours more of Inc: 
fibility, than our Hypotheſis of Preſumption; and has more in it di 
Ingratitude, than that of Arrogance. | 

And how can it be deemed an Abſurdity, To maintain that God gave 
us @ World, for our Poſſeſſion; when it is our Duty to believe, That he 

ve us his only Son, for our Propitiation ? Sure, it can be neither dif. 
Keul, nor extravagant to ſuppoſe, That he deſigned the habitable Globe, 
with it's whole Furniture, for our preſent Uſe ; ſince he with-held not 
his holy Child Jesus, but freely delivered him up, for our final 
Salvation. 

Upon the Whole; I cannot but conclude, That the Attempt of our 
famous Poet is neither kind, with regard to his Feltlow-creatures—nor 
grateful, with regard to his Creator—neither is his Scheme, in Fatt, true, 
The Attempt not kind, with regard to Man ; becauſe, it robs him of on: 
of the moſt delightful and raviſhing Contemplations imaginable, To con: 
ſider the great Author of Exiſtence as having me in his Eye, when he 
formed univerſal Nature; as contriving all Things, with an immediate 
View, to the Exigencies of my particular State; and making them all in 
ſuch a Manner, as might be moſt conducive to my particular Advantage; 
this muſt occaſion the ſtrongeſt Satisfattions, whenever I caſt a Glance oh 
the Objects that ſurround me Not grateful with regard to God; becauſe 
it has the moſt dirett Tendency to diminiſh our Senſe of his Kindneß, 
and by that Means, to throw a Damp upon our Gratitude, It teaches us 
to look upon ourſelves, as almoſt loſt among a Croud of other Beings, or 
regarded only with an occaſional and inen Beneficience. Which 
muſt certainly weaken the Diſpoſition, and indeed {lacken the Ties, to 
the moſt adoring Thankfulneſs.— To which, I apprehend, we may jultly 
add: Neither is the Scheme, in Fact, true. For, not to mention whit 
might be urged from the ſure Word of Revelation, this one Argument ap. 
pears ſufficiently concluſive. The World began with Man; the Worid 
muſt Ceaſe with Man ; conſequently, the grand Uſe, the principal End 
ef the World, is, to ſubſerve the Intereſt of Man. It is on all Sides 
agreed, That the Edifice was erected, when Man was to be furniſhed wit! 
an Habitation, and that it will be demoliſhed, when Man has no farthe! 
Need of it's Accommodations. When he enters into the Houſe n* 


made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, “ the Earth, and the 
* 66 Work? 
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lendid and delightful ! This, has our moſt in- 


Wulgent Creator done; in.a Manner infinitely ſur- 
Sling, all we could with; or imagine. 


ies are ſtretched over us, like a magnificent Ca- 


ken Threads of Green, and damaſked with 
Flowers of every Hue.—The Sun, like a golden 
amp, is hung out in theethereal Vault; and pours 
Wis Effulgence, all the Day, to lighten our Paths. 
When Night approaches, the Moon takes up the 
riendly Office; and the Stars are kindled in 
wokling Myriads, to chear the Darkneſs with 
their milder Luſtre, not diſturb our Repoſe by 
00 intenſe a Glare. The Clouds, beſides the rich 
Paintings they hang around the Heavens, act the 
Part of a ſhifting Screen; and defend us, by their 
ſeaſonable interpoſition, from the ſcorching Beams 
of Summer. May we not alſo regard them, as the 
great Watering-pots of the Globe? Which waf- 
ted on the Wings of the Wind, diſpenſe their 

| Y Moiſture 


Works that. are therein, ſhall be burnt up.“ From which it ſeems a 
very obvious and fair Deduttion, That Man is the final Cauſe of this in- 
terior Creation. 

So that I think my Readers and myſelf, privileged (not to ſay, on 
the Principles ef Gratitude, obliged ) to uſe thoſe lovely Lines of our 
Author, with a Propriety and Truth, equal to their Elegance and 


The Earth is aſſigned us for a Dwelling.— The 


Popy, dyed in the pureſt Azure; and beautified. 
Wow with Pictures of floating Silver, now with 
W olourings of reflected Crimſon. —The Graſs is 


Woread under us, as a ſpacious Carpet; wove with. 


eauty ; * 


For me kind Nature wakes her genial Pow'r, 
Such les each Herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry Flow'r ! 
Annual, for me, the Grape, the Roſe renew 
The Furce neftareous, and the balmy Dew 3 
For me, the Mine a thouſand Treaſures brings 3 
For me, Health guſhes from a thouſand Springs. 
Ech. Ep. I. ver. 1 29. 
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critical and refined udges of Things, expreſſed the Mundane Syſtem by i 
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Moiſture * evenly thro' the univerſal Garden; and 
fructify, with their Showers, whatever our Hand 
plants.— The Fields are our exhauſtleſs Granary, 
The Ocean is our vaſt Reſervoir.— The Animal 
ſpend their Strength, to diſpatch our Bufineſ,, 
reſign their Cloathing, to repleniſh our Wardrobe, 
and ſurrender their very Lives, to provide for our 
Tables.—In ſhort, every Element is a Store-houſe 
of Conveniencies; every Seaſon brings us the 
choiceſt Productions; all Nature is our Caterer.— 
And which is a moſt endearing Recommendation 
of theſe Favours, they are all as lovely, as they 
are uſeful. You obſerve nothing mean or inele- 
gant. All is clad in Beauty's faireſt Robe r, and 
regulated by Proportion's niceſt Rule. The whole 
Scene, exhibits a Fund of Pleaſures to the Imagi- 
nation, at the ſame Time, that it more than ſup- 
plies all our Wants J. 

| Therelore 


This Circumſtance, amidſt Abundance of other delicate and edifyir; 
Remarks upon the Wonders of Nature, is finely touched in the Pliloſe- 
fhical Tranſactions recorded in the Book of 7ob, Chap. xxxvili. ver. 13. 

Who hath divided a Waterco, for the Overflowing 
Waters ? The Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rich with Senſe, that no Tran/- 
lation can do it Juſtice, The following R rhapa, may te- 
reſent the principal Ideas comprehended in the expreſſive Original.— 
Who has branched out, and with admirable Judgment, diſpoſed 2 
of Agueducts for that immenſe Collection of Waters, which float in the 
Sky + Who diſtributes thoſe pendulous Floods, thro? all the Borders of 
the Earth? Diſtributes them, nor in dreadful Cataracts, or promiſcuou! 
Gluts of Rain; but in kindly Drops, and refreſhing Showers ; with 3 
much Regularity and Oeconomy, as if they. were conveyed by Pipes from 
a Conduit To WHO ſhall we aſcribe that Niceneſs of Contrivance, 
which now emits, now reſtrains them; ſomettmes derives their humid 
Train to one Place, ſometimes to another: diſpenſes them to this Soil it 
large, to that in ſmaller Communications : and, in'a Word, ſo manage 
the mighty Fluid, that every Spot is ſupplied, in exact Proportion to n 
Wants; none deſtroyed, by an undiftinguiſhing Deluge 
+ Perhaps, it was from ſuch an Obſervation, that the Greeks, thoſe 


Word, which ſignifies Beauty, | | 
44 * Thole ſeveral living Creatures, which are made for our Service 
PTHALL «x © ; 4 v 
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Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O Man, what- 

Wever thou art, that rebelleſt againſt thy Maker. 
e ſurrounds thee, with unnumbered Benefits: 

and follows thee, with an Effuſion of the richeſt, 

nobleſt Gifts; He courts thy Affections; He ſo- 

Dicits thy Gratitude; by Liberalities which are 

N ever intermitted, by a Bounty which knows no 

Limits. —Moſt Bleſſed Lord, let this thy Good- 
Wneſs, thy unwearied Goodneſs, lead us to Re- 

pentance. Win us to thyſelf, Thou Fountain of 
EFelicity, by theſe ſweet Inducements. Draw us 

Io our Duty, Thou God of our Salvation, b 
theſe © Cords of Love.” 121 5 
What a living Picture is Here, of the hᷣeneficial 
Effects of Induſtry / By Induſtry and Cultivation, 
this neat Spot is an Image of Eden. Here, is alt 
that can entertain the Eye, or “ regale the Smell. 
Mhereas, without Cultivation, this ſweet Garden 
had been a deſolate Wilderneſs, Vile Thiſtles had 
made it loathſome, and trangling Briers inaccel- 
ible. Without Cultivation, it might have been a 
Neſt for Serpents, and the horrid Haunt of veno- 
mous Creatures, But, the Spade and Pruning- 
knife in the Hand of Induſtry, have improved it 
into a ſort of Terreſtrial Paradiſe. * 
How naturally does this lead our Contempla- 
tion, to the Advantages which flow from a vir- 
tous Education, = the Miſeries, which enſue 
irom the + Neglect of it !—The Mind, without 
Wee @ ._- early 


* 
* 
* 
? 


= | S Wass - | * 3 
or Suſtenance, at the ſame Time either fill the Woods wich their 


* Muſic, furniſh us with Game, or la ſe pleaſing Ideas in us by the De- 

I lightfulneſs of their Appearance. Fountains, Lake, and Rivers are 

Az a ine to the Imagination, as to the Soil through which they 
Pals.“ 5 | | 

1 Sbect. Vol. V. No. 387. 
Omnis copia narium. oh. * | Hor, 

* Negleftis urenda filix innaſcitur agrise Hor, 
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early Inſtruction, will, in all Probability, become 
like the © Vineyard of the Sluggard.” If left to the 
Propenſities of it's own depraved Will; what can 
we expett, but the moſt luxuriant Growth of un. 
ruly Appetites ; which, in Time, will break forth 
into all Manner of ſcandalous Irregulariie? 
What ?2—but that Anger, like a prickly Thor 
arm the Temper with an untractable Moroſeneſ: 
Peeoifhneſs, like a ſinging Nettle, render the Con. 
verſation irkſome and forbidding : Avarzce, like 
ſome choaking Weed, teach the Fingers to gripe 
and the Hands to opprels : Revenge, like ſome 
poiſonous Plant, replete with baneful Juice, 
rankle in the Breaſt, and meditate Miſchiet to it; 
Neighbour : While unbridled Lufts, ike Swarm 
of noiſome Inſetts, taint each rihng Fhought; and 
render © every Imagination of the Heart on 
evil continually.” —Such, are the uſual Pro 
dutts of ſavage Nature! Such, the Furniture d 
the uncultwated Soul. or 
| Whereas, let the Mind be put under the“ Nur 
ture and Admonition of the Lord.” Let hoh 
Diſcipline clear the Soil: Let ſacred Inſtruction 
ſow it with the beſt Seed: Let Skill and Vigilance 
dreſs the riſing Soots; direct the young Ideas 
how to 1 om ; the wayward Paſſions, how t0 
move.—Then, what a different State of the inne 
Man, will quickly take place! Charity will breathe 
her Sweets, and Hope expand her Bloſſoms; Il. 
Perſonal Virtues diſplay their Graces, and tit 
focaal ones their Fruits“: The Sentiments be. 

con! 


This Transformation of the Heart, and Renewal of the Life * 
repreſentsd in Scripture, by Similitudes very nearly allied to the 1489 
ated avove.—Gop, by his ſanttifying Spirit, well make the Soul 61 
, waterea Garden, Under the Operation of this divine Princip!” Jo 

x d ; an 
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ome generous; the Carriage endearing ; the Life 
onourable and uſeful *.. 7 "+12 
O! that Governors of Families, and Maſters of 
chools, would watch, with a conſcientious Solict- 
Wide, over the Morals of their tender Charge! 
Nhat Pity it is, that the advancing Generation 
Would loſe theſe invaluable Endowments, thro' 
ny Supineneſs in their Inſtructors See! with 
chat Aſſiduity, the curious Floriſt attends his little 
ſurſery ! He viſits them early and late; furniſhes 
hem with the propereſt Mold; ſupplies them 
rith ſeaſonable Moiſture ; guards them from the 
avages of Inſects ; ſcreens them from the Injuries 
the Weather; marks their ſpringing Buds; ob- 
ſerves them attentively, thro' their whole Progrels; 
and never intermits his Anxiety, till he beholds 
them blown into full Perfettion.—And ſhall a 
Range of yainted Leaves, which flourim Today, 
and To-morrow fall to the Ground—Shall theſe 
be tended, with more zealous Application, than 
the exalted Faculties of an wmortal Sul! 
Yet truſt not in Cultivation alone. It is thie 
Bleſſing of the Almighty Huſbandman, which im- 
parts Succeſs to ſuch Labours of Love. If God 
* ſeal up the Bottles of Heaven,” and command 
the Clouds to with-hold their Fatnels, the beſt ma- 
nured Plot becomes a barren Deſart. And if HE 
1 reſtrain 


Deſart ſhall rejoice, and Bloſſom as the Roſe, Where-ever it exerts the 
rennng arid ennobling Energy, Inſtead of the Thorn, fhall come up the 
ir-tree and, Inſtead af the Brier, the Myrtle-tree. Jerem. xxxt. 12. 
la. XXXV. 1. lv. 19, | | 
? ——Ateneris afſurſcere tanti eſt ! Vikc. 
RED a - The Principles we imbibe, and the Habits we 
W * , Fong early Years, are not Matters of ſmall Moment, but of 
fine "Xx; onſequence imaginable. They not only give a tranſient or 
„ racial Tintture, to our firſt Appearance in Life; but moſt commonly 


Nam N 1 s 4 x © / b N 
"ng the F orm, of our ch: future Condutt, and even of our eternak 
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reſtrain the Dew of his Heavenly BenediRion, 
all human Endeavours miſcarry ; the ration 
Plantation languiſhes; our molt pregnant Hope, Wi; 
from Youths of the moſt promiſing Genius, prowl 
abortive. Ther Root will be as Rottenneſs, and then 
Bloſſom will go up as Duſt*.— Therefore, e Hi 
Parents plant; let Tutors water; but let bo 
look up to the Father of ret, for the delired Wi: 
Meal | 
On every Side, Ieſpy ſeveral budding Flower 
As yet, they are like Bales of Cloth from the Pack. 
er's Warehouſe. Each is wrapt within a ſtrong 
Encloſure, and it's Contents are tied together by 
the firmeſt Bandages. So that all their Beautig 
lie cancealed, and all their Sweets are locked up, 
— Juſt ſuch is the nzggardly Wretch ; whoſe Arms 
are all turned inward, and meanly, terminated 
upon Himſelf. Who makes his own private In. 
tereſts, or perſonal Pleaſures, the ſole Centre of 
his Deſigns, and the ſcanty Circumference of hu 
Actions. 8 41 6 
Ere long, the ſearching Beams will open thele 
ſilken F olds, and draw them into a graceful En. 
hanſion. Then, what a lovely Bluſh will glowin 
their Checks; and what a balmy Odour exhale 
from their Boſoms !—So, when Divine Grace 
{hines * the Mind, even the Chur become 
bountiful, The Heart of Stone is taken away; 
and a Heart of Fleſh, a Heart ſuſceptible of ie 
ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate Emations, is intro, 
dyced in it's ſtead. O] how ſweetly do the ſocial 
Affections dilate themſelves, under ſo benign an 
Influence! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing Gems, unde! 
the powerful Eye of Day. The tender Regards 
PX BD 05a: vo a 9 a | | ale 
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Tre no longer confined to a ſingle Object; but ex- 
i themſelves into a generous Concern for Man- 
Wind. and ſhed liberal Refreſhments on all within 
Weir Reach“. 
& Ariſe then, Thou Sun of Righteouſneſs ; ariſe, 
Sith Healing under thy Wings; and transfuſe thy 
Wentle, but penetrating Ray, thro' all our intellec- 
al Powers. Inlarge every narrow Diſpoſition, 
ad fill us with a difufrve Benevolence. Make 
doom in our Breaſts, for the whole human Race; 
nd teach us to love all our Fellow-creatures, for 
eir amiable Creator's Sake. May we be pleaf- 
d with their Excellencies, and rejoice in their 
appineſs; but feel their Miſeries as our own, . 
=z 85 a Brother's Sympathy, haſten to relieve 
em | * 
Diſpoſed at proper Diſtances, I obſerve a Range 
ſtrong and flately Stalks, They ſtand like 
owers, along the Walls of a fortified City; or riſe 
ke lofty Spires, amidſt the Group of Houſes. 
hey part, at the Top, into ſeveral penſile Pay 
ods. From each of which, We ſhall ſoon fee a 
ne Figure difplaying itſelf; rounded into a Form 
mich conſtitutes a perfect Circle; ſpread wide 
pen into the moſt frank and communicative Air; 
hd tinged with the Colour, which is ſo peculiarly 
aptivating to the Miſer's Eye. 5 


The Prophet, deſcribing the charitable: Temper, very beautifully 
$; 1f thoudraw out ti Sou bo the Hungry !—This, 1 think, may not im- 
9871 de illuſtrated by the Circumſtance obſerved above, The opening 
loſe Buds into a large and extenſive Spread, is a pretty Portrait of the 
tzde of a generous Heart; which cannot ſhut up it's Compaſſion, 
temain unceneerned at any human Calamity. The Freeneſs and Copi- 
ſnels, with which the expanded Flowers are . continually pouring out 
t choiceſt Eſſences, may repreſent the various Atts of an unwezried 
Iberality ; together with thoſ: endearing Words, and that cordial Af- 
non, which embalm, as it were, a Git double it's Value; and 
nllitute what the ſacred Penman ſtyles, Drawing out the Soul. 
Hongſeries Animan tuam. IIa. lviii, 10, 
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reſtrain the Dew of his Heavenly BenediQio,,i 


all human Endeavours miſcarry ; the ration 
Plantation languiſhes; our molt pregnant Hope, 
from Youths of the mot promiſing Genius, prost 
abortive. Therr Root will be as Rottenneſs, and thei 
Bloſſom will go up as Duſt*.,—Therefore, le 
Parents plant; let Tutors water; but let both 
look up to the Father of Sp:rzts, for the delired Wii 
M ak | 
On every Side, Ieſpy ſeveral budding Flower, 
As yet, they are like Bales of Cloth from the Pack 
er's Warehouſe. Each is wrapt within a {trony 
Encloſure, and it's Contents are tied together by 
the firmeſt Bandages. So that all their Beautis 
lie cancealed, =, all their Sweets are locked up, 
— Juſt ſuch is the nzggardly Wretch ; whole Arms 
are all turned inward, and meanly, terminated 
upon Himjelf. Who makes his own private In. 
tereſts, or perſonal Pleaſures, the ſole Centre d 
his Deſigns, and the ſcanty Circumference of hu 
Actions. 1 
Ere long, the ſearching Beams will open thele 
ſilken Folds, and draw them into a graceful E. 
hanſton. Then, what a lovely Bluſh will glow n 
their Cheeks; and what a balmy Odour exhale 
from their Boſoms !—So, when Divine Grace 
{hines * the Mind, even the Chur! become 
bountiful, The Heart of Stone is taken away; 
and a Heart of Fleſh, a Heart ſuſceptible of de 
ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate Emotions, is intro. 
dyced in it's ſtead. O! how ſweetly do the ſocial 
Affections dilate themſelves, under ſo benign al 
Influence! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing Gems, unde! 
the powerful Eye of Day. The tender Regards 
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re no longer confined to a ſingle Object; but ex- 
ui themſelves into a generous Concern for Man- 
Wind. and ſhed liberal Refreſhments on all within 

Heir Reach“. | 
& Ariſe then, Thou Sun of Righteouſneſs ; ariſe, 
ith Healing under thy Wings ; and transfuſe thy 
entle, but penetrating Ray, thro” all our intellec- 


Ind fill us with a diff, Benevolence. Make 
WR oom in our Breaſts, for the whole human Race; 
Ind teach us to love all our Fellow-creatures, for 
Wheir amiable Creator's Sake. May we be pleaſ- 
Id with their Excellencies, and rejoice in their 


em | — 


hey part, at the Top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky 
Pods. From each of which, We ſhall ſoon fee a 
ne Figure diſplaying itſelf; rounded into a Form 


aptivating to the Miſer's Eye. 
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mþitude of a generous Heart ; which cannot ſhut up it's Compaſſion, 
remain.uncencerned at any human Calamity, The Freeneſs and Copi- 
ſnels, with which the expanded Flowers are . continually pouring out 
er choiceſt Eſſences, may repreſent the various Atts of an unwearied 
iberality ; together with hole endearing Words, and that corqial Af- 
don, which embalm, as it were, a Gitt, double it's Value; and 
ſtitute what the facred Penman ſtyles, Drawing ent the Soul. 
\Prompſeries Animan tuam. IIa. lviii, 10, 
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Wal Powers. Inlarge every narrow Diſpoſition, 


ö r but feel their Miſeries as our own, 
Ind, with a Brother's Sympathy, haſten to relieve 


Diſpoſed at proper Diſtances, I obſerve a Range 
If ſtrong and fately Stalks, They ſtand like 
W owers, along the Walls of a fortified City; or rife . 

ke lofty Spires, amidſt the Group of Houſes. 


hich conſtitutes a perfect Circle ; ſpread wide _ 
pen into the moſt frank and communicative Air; 
nd tinged with che Colour, which is ſo peculiarly 


But 
The Prophet, deſcribing the charitable Temper, very beautifully 
5s; I thoudraw out thiy Sou tu the Hungry !—This, I think, may not im- 
5 de illuſtrated by the Circumſtance obſerved above, The opening 
oſe Buds into a large and exteniive Spread, is a pretty Portrait of the 
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But the Property I chiefly admire, is it's paſſion. 
ate Fonaneſs tor the Sun. When the Evening 
Shades take Place, the poor Flower droops, and 
folds up it's Leaves. It mourns all the long Nig, 
and pines amidſt the Gloom, like ſome forlon 
Lover, baniſhed from the Object of his Affection 
No ſooner does Providence open © the Eyelids 
*. the Morning,” but it meets “ and welcomes th; 
returning Light; courts and careſſes it, all the 
Day; nor ever loſes ſight of the refulgent Char. 
mer, ſo long as he continues above the Horizon 
In the Morning, you may perceive it, preſenting 
a golden Boſom to the Eaſt; at Noon, it point 
upward, to the middle Sky; in the Evening, ſol 
lows the ſame attractive Influence to the Welt. 

Surely, Nature is a Book, and every Page rich 
with ſacred Hints. To an attentive mind, the 
Garden turns Preacher, and it's blooming Tenant; 
are ſo many lively Sermons. What an engagng 
ene and what an excellent Leſſon, have ve 

ere! So, let the Redeemed of the Lord look un- 
to Jeſus +, and be conformed to their Belovel. 
Let us all be Heliotropes (if I may uſe the Expret 
ſion) to the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Let our Pak 
fions riſe and fall; take this Courſe or that; 4 
his word determines, as his holy examples guide, 
Let us be ſo accommodated, both to his command 
ing and providential Will, as the Wax is turne 
to the imprinted Seal; or, as the Aſpett of i 
enamoured Flower, to the ſplendid Star, whic! 
creates our Day. ” 

In every Enjoyment, O thou watchful Chriſtin, 


look unto Jeſus ; receive it as proceeding from l 
| Love, 


EY. 
I | 


| 


b 
\ 


* —— Js ſuum, quamvis Radice tenetur, | 
Vertitur ad Solem.— — — ' Ovid, 


t Heb, Xli. 24 
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Le, and purchaſed by his Agonies“.—In every 
bulation look unto Jefus ; mark his gracious 
land managing the Scourge, or mingling the 
iter Cup; attempering it to a proper Degree of 
everity ; adjuſtmg the Time of it's Continuance; 
Ind ready to make theſe ſeeming Diſaſters, pro- 
cctive of real Good. In every Infirmity and 
iling, look unto Jeſus, thy Merciful High- 
Prieſt; pleading his atoning Blood, and making 
Interceſſion for Tranſgreflors.—In every Prayer 
Wook unto Jeſus, thy prevailing Advocate; re- 
Wommending thy Devotions, and © bearing the 
W 1niquity ofthy holy Thingst. In every Tempta- 

on look unto Jeſus, the Author of thy Strength, 
nd Captain of thy Salvation; who alone is able 
o lift up the Hands which hang down, to invigor- 
te the enfeebled Knees, and make thee more than 
onqueror over all thy Enemies. — But eſpecially, 
hen the Hour of thy Departure approaches; 
hen “ thy Fleſh and thy Heart fail; when all 
he Springs of Lite are irreparably breaking; hen 
ook unto Jeſus with a believing Eye . Like 
Expiring Stephen, behold him ſtanding at the 
ight- hand of God, on purpoſe to ſuccour his 
eople, in this their laſt Extremity. Yes, my 
-hriftian/ Friend; when thy Journey thro' Lite is 
mihed, and thou art arrived on 4 very Verge 
Mortality; when thou art juſt Launching out 
to the inviſible World, and all before 3 

2 va 


* He ſunk beneath our heavy Woes, 

To raiſe us to his Throne: 
There's not a Gift has Hand beſtows, 

| But coſt his Heart a Groan, WATTS, 

; f + Exod. xxviii. 36. | 

+ Look unto ME, and be ye ſaved all the Ends of the 


[ ay DICH 22 
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Earth, 
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vaſt Eternity; Then, O then, be ſure to hg 
ſtedfaſtly unto Jeſus! © See by Faith the Lord 
* Chriſt.” View him, as the only Way*, to th 
everlaſting Manſions ; as the only Door , to th 
Abodes of Bliſs. | 

Yonder 'Tree, which faces the South, has ſons 
thing too remarkable, to paſs without Obſern 
tion.—Like the fruitful, though feeble Vine, $ 
brings forth a large Family of Branches: but, u 
able to ſupport them herſelf, commits them t 
the Tuition ofa ſunny Wall. As yet, the tende 
Twigs have ſcarce gemmed their future Bloſſom, 
However, I may anticipate the well-known Pro 
ductions ; and picture to myſelf the Paffon- Flows 
Which will, in due Time, with a long and copiou 
Succeſſion, adorn the Boughs. 

I have read, in a Latin Author, of Flowers n 
ſcribed with the Names of Kings I: but here! 
One 1mblazoned with the Marks of the bleeding 
Prince of Life. I read, in the inſpired Writing 
of Apoſtolic Men; who bore about in ther 
Bodies, the Dying of the Lord Jeſus || : but, het 
is a blooming Relig ioſo, that carries apparent N. 
morials of the ſame tremendous and fatal Catalin 
phe.— Who would have expected to find ſuch: 
Tragedy of Woe, exhibited in a Collection oft 
moſt delicate Delights Or to: ſee Calvary 
horrid Scene, pourtrayed on the ſofteſt Om 
ments ot the Garden PIs Nature then actuat 
by the noble Ambition, of paying commemo ra 
Honours, to her agonizing Sovereign? Is A 
kindly officious to remand. forgetful: Mortal, 

| | | 1 

* John xiv. 6. + John x. 9. 

+ Dir, quibus in terris inſcripti Nomina Regum 
Nefſcantur Flores $4” et ies. 
2 Cor. iv. 10. 
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Nat Miracle of Mercy; which it is their Duty to 
Wontemplate, and their Happineſs to believe? 
Pr. is a ſhortive Imagination my Interpreter; and 
me ſuppoſed Reſemblance, no more than the 
recarious Gloſs of Fancy? Be it ſo: yet even 
ancy has her Merit when ſhe ſets forth, in ſuch 
4 Imagery, the cruciſied Jeſus. Nor ſhall 
W rcſuſc a willing Regard, to Imagination herſelf; 
hen ſhe employs her creative Powers, to revive 


th. nt 


v Gratitude to ſo divine a Friend. 
That ral Tendril, ariſing from the Bottom of 
e Stalk ; is it a Repreſentation of the Scourge, 
F:ich laſhed the Redeemer's unſpotted Fleſh ; and 
licted thoſe Stripes, by which our Souls arc 
aled? Or, is it twiſted for the Cord, which 
ound his Hands in painful and ignominious Con- 
ement : thoſe beneficent Hands, which were in- 
ilantly ſtretched out to unloole the heavy bur- 
ns, and to impart bleſſings of every choice Kind? 
Behold the Nails which were drenched in his 
cred Veins, and rivetted his Feet to the accurſed 
Wee: thoſe beautiful“ Feet, which always went 
dout doing Good; and travelled far and near, 
ſpread the glad Tidings of everlaſting Salvation. 
dee the Hammer, ponderous and maſſy, which 
ove the rugged Irons thro' the ſhivering Nerves; 
d forced a Paſſage for thoſe dreadful Wedges, 
tween the diſlocated Bones.—View the 7 horns, 


err keen afflictive Points into his bleſled Head. 
the Smart ! the racking Smart! when inſtead 
L 2 ot 


jew beautiful ave the feet of him that bringeth good Tidings. tat 
ed Peace, that bringeth good Tidings of Goud, that publifl tt! . 
wn 1 Iſa, lu, 7 | | ; 


e Senſe of ſuch unparalleled Love, and prompt 


hich incircled our Royal Maſter's Brow, and ſhot | 
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of the triumphal Laurel, or the odoriferous Ga. 
land that pungent and ragged Wreath, was plant. 
ed on the meek Meſhah's Forehead ! Where wv1oley 
and barbarous Blows of the ſtrong Eaſtern Card 
ruck the prickly Crown, and fixed every Thon 
deep in his throbbing Temples + !—There land 
the Diſciples, ranged in the green Impalement. 
and forming a Circle. round the Inſtruments ofthe; 
great Commander's Death. They appear like | 
many faithful Adherents, who breathe a gallan 
Reſolution, either of defending their Lord tot: 
laſt Extremity, or of dropping honourably by hi 
Side. But did they give ſuch Proofs of Zeal and 
Fidelity in their ConduR, as their ſteady Pollur, 


and determined Aſpett, ſeem to promiſe ? Alab 
what is all human Firmneſs, when deſtitute d 
Zuccours from above, but an expiring Vapour! 
What is every Saint, if unſupported by powerlu 


Grace, but an abandoned Traitor 9—Obſerve the 
Glory, delineated in double Rays, grand with in. 
perial Purple, and rich with ætherial Blue. * 

** 


* They took the Reed, ſays the ſacred Hiſtorian, and ſinote him en! 
Tlead ; * and ſo, as it were, nailed down the Thorns into his Forcie 
and Temples, and occaſioned thereby exquiſite Pain, as well as 2 gs 
„ Efiunon of Blood.” Family Expoſitor, Vol. II. Sekt. 188—* 4 
* moſt probable, adds the ſame judicious Critic, this was a Walk 
Staff, which they put into his Hand as a Sceptre; for a Bou with 
igt Reed would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſeryed a Mention! 
a Detail of ſuch dreadful Sufferings,” 

+ The Smart, attending this unparalleled Piece of Contempt and Bu 
barity, muſt be 2nexpreſſibly ſevere : not only, on account o the wat! 
painful Punttures made in the fleſh ; but principally, becauſe the Pam 
eftcum, an exquiſitely ſenſible Tegument of the Bones; lying. 1 bbch 
Parts, very near the external Skin, muſt receive a Mullitude of ter? 
Wounds, The Anguiſh of which, could not fail of being inflamed ie, 
Vxceſs of Rage, by the Continuance of ſo many thoray Lancets, 12 
&xtremely tender Membrane; which, in ſuch a Caſe, 


trembling alive all o'er, 
Mu fi [mart and agontze at every Pore. 


u! how incapable are Threads, though ſpun by 
Fummer's fineſt Hands; tho' dyed in Snows, or 
Wiipped in Heaven; to diſplay the immaculate 
eellency of his human, or the ineffable Majeſty 
his Divine Nature! Compared with theſe ſu- 
Slime Perſections, the moſt vrvid Aſſemblage of 
BColours, fades into an unmeaning Flatnels ; the 
Wot charming Effects of Light and Shade, 
Pre not only mere Daublings, but an abſolute 
Wlank. 

Among all the Beauties, which ſhine in ſunny 
Nobes, and ſip the ſilver Dews ; this, I think, has 
Wc nobleſt Import, if not the fineſt Preſence. Were 
ey all to pals in Review, and expect the Award 
f Superiority from my Deciſion; I ſhould not 
clitate a Moment. Be the Prize aſſigned to this 
miable Candidate; which has ſo eminently diſ- 
Winguiſhed, and ſo highly dignified herſelf, by 
caring ſuch a remarkable Reſemblance to © The 
* righteous Branch; The Plant of RenownF®.” 
Viile Others appoint it a Place in the Parterre; 

would tranſplant the Paſſion-Flower, or rather 

ranster it's ſacred Significancy, to my Heart. 
ere let it bloom, both in Summer and in Win- 
er; bloom, in the moſt expreſſive Characters, 
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'car—wear on my very Soul, the Traces of Im- 
anuel; pierced for my ſins, and bruiſed for my 
Tranſgreſſions. That I alſo may be crucified with 
brilt+; at leaſt in penitential Remorſe, and af- 

ſectionate Sympathy. That I may know the Fellow- 
2p of His Sufferimgst; and feel all my evil 
| Aﬀections, 


So the bleſſed Jesvs is deſcribed, Jerem. KXiil, 3. Exel. 


FXXIV, g. | 
+ Gal, ii. 20. 1 Phil, its 10. 
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ind with an undecaying Luſtre. That I may alſo 
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Aſfections, wounded by his Agonies, mortiſied bj 
his Death. FELT Hs | 
There is another Subject of the verdent King. 
dom, which, on account of it's very uncommon 
Oualities, demands my particular Notice. One, 
io extremely diffident in her Diſpoſition, and de. 
licate in her Conſtitution ; that She dares not ven. 
ture herſelf abroad in the open Air: but is nurſel 
up in the Warmth of a Hot-bed, and lives cloiſter. 
ed in the Cells of a Green-houſe. But, the mol! 
curious Peculiarity is, That, of all her kindret 
Species, ſhe alone partakes of perceptive Life; at 
leaſt advances neareſt to this more exalted State of 
Being ; and may be looked upon as the Link, 
which connects the animal and the vegetable 
World. A Stranger, obſerving her Motion,, 
would almoſt be induced to ſuſpect, that ſhe 1s 
endued with ſome inferior Degrees of Conſciouſ- 
neſs and Caution. For, if You offer to handle 
this Senſtſ ive Plant, She immediately takes an 
Alarm; haſtily contracts her Fibers ; and, ikea 
Perſon under Apprehenſions of Violence, wit! 
draus from your Finger, in a kind of precipitate 
Diſorder. Perhaps, the Beauty of her Afpett 
might be ſullied, or the Niceneſs of her Texture 
diſcompoſed, by the human 'Touch. Theretore, 
like a coy Virgin, ſhe recedes from all becoming 
Familiarities; and will admit no ſuch imprope?, 
if not pernicious Freedoms. 
Whatever be the Cauſe of this unuſual Effect; 
it ſuggeſts an inſtructive Admonition to the Chri- 
tian. Suck ſhould be our apprehenſive tmorous 
Care, with regard to Sin; and all, even the mol 
diſtant, Approaches of Vice. So ſhould we avoid 
the very Appearance of Evil, and Rand alod 
| rom 
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from every Occaſion of falling. —If Sinners entice; 
if forbidden Pleaſures tempt; or if Opportunity 
Ipeckon, with the Gain of Injuſtice in her Hand: 
Jo! turn from the gilded Snare; touch not the 
beauteous Bane; but fly, fly with Haſte, fly with- 
Wout any Delay, from the bewitching Ruin.—Does 
Anger draw near with her lighted Torch, to kindle 
the Flame of Reſentment in our Breaſts 2 Does 
Flattery ply our Ears, with her enchanting and in- 
toxicating Whiſpers ? Would Dz/content lay her 
leaden Hand upon our Temper, and mould into 
our Minds her four Leven; in order to make Us 
2 Burden to ourſelves, and unamiable to Others ? 
Inſtantly let us divert our Attention from the dan- 
gerous Objects; and not fo much endeavour to 
antidote; as to hun, the moral Contagion. Let 
us revolve in our Meditations, . that wonderful 
Meekneſs of our diſtreſſed Maſter ; which amidit 
the moſt abuſive and provoking Inſults, maintaig- 
ed an umiform Tenour of Ma 9h Serenity. Let 
Us contemplate that prodigious Humziltation ; 
which brought Him, is an infinite Height 
above all Worlds, to make his Bed in the Dutt 
of Death. Let Us ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy 
Paſſions with the Remembrance of that Chear/ul- 
neſs and Reſignation ; which rendered him, in 


under the heavielt Tribulations, moſt ſubmiſhvely 
patient. | | 2 4 10 

Harbour not, on any Conſideration, the Be- 
trayer of your Virtue. Be deaf, inſlexibly deat, 
to every beguiling Solicitation. If it obtrude into 
the unguarded Heart ; give it Entertainment, no, 
not tor a Moment. To parley with the Enemy, 
's to open a Door lor Deſtruction, Our Salety 


the deepeſt Poverty, unfeignedly thankiul ; and 
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Doctrine of this whole Settion.—Shaketh his Hands ; juſt as a Perſon 


conſiſts in Flight: and, in this Caſe, Su,“ 
the trueſt Prudence; Fear, the greateſt Brave 
Play not on the Brink of the Precipice. Flutte 
not round the Edges of the Flame. Dally not wit 
the Stings of Death. But reje&, with a becoming 
Mixture of Solicitude and Abhorrence, the very 
firſt Infinuations of Iniquity : as cautiouſly, as the 
ſmarting ſore ſhrinks even from the ſofteſt Hands: 
as conſtantly, as this zealous Plant recoils at the 
approaching Touch“. . 

Not long ago, theſe curious Productions of the 
Spring, were coar/e and miſ-ſhapen Roots. Had 
we opened the Earth, and beheld them in ther 
Seed, how uncouth and contemptible had thei 
e been But now, they are the Boa 
of Nature; the Delight of the Sons of Men; 
finiſhed Patterns for Enamelling and Embroidery; 
out-{hining even the happieſt Strokes of the Pencil 
They are taught to bloom, but with a very — 

| Lulire 


*The Prophet 1/aiah, in an elegant and lively Defcription of the + 
right Man, ſays, He fhaketh his Hands from holding of Bribes ; id, 
I may add, from praftifing any kind of Iniquity. The Image, excev- 
ingly beautiful, and equally expreſſive, both illuſtrates and enforces the 


would do, who happens to have burning Coals fall into his Lap, or ſome 
venemus Creature faſtening upon his Fleſh. In fuch a Cale, None 
would ſtand a Moment to conſider, or to debate with Himſelf the Ex- 
pediency of the Thing. He would inflanily fling off the pernicious 1. 
cumbrance; inſtantly endeavour to diſengage Himſelf, from the clinging 
Mifchief,—1/a. xxxiii. 15. = | 

1 have repreſented che Danger, of not extinguiſhing immediatel; 
very ſirſt- Sparks of Temptation, in a Variety, of Views. Because 
proper Behaviour, in this ConjunCture, is of ſuch vaſt Importance t0 l 
Purity, the Salety, and the Comfort of Our Minds. —Becauſe, I had tle 


* 


„. 
1 * 


Royal Moraliſt in my Eye; who, deterring his Pupils from the Path 0: 
the Wicked, cries ; with an Air of deep Concern, and in the Languiz 
of vehement Importunity ; cries, Avoid it q paſs not by it: turn fron b 
and paſs away. How ſtrongly is the Counſel urged, by being {0 lis 
quently repeated; in ſuch a remarkable Dzverſity of conciſe and abrupt 
eonſequently forcible and preſüng Admonitions 4 Prov. lv. 13, 


* 
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uſtre*, in the richeſt Tapeſtries, and moſt mag- 
cent Silks: Art never attempts to equal their 
comparable Elegancies; but places all her 
lerit, in copying alter theſe delicate *. 
ven thoſe, who glitter in Silver, or whoſe Cloath- 
Wo is of wrought Gold; are deſirous to borrow 
dditional Ornaments, from a Sprig of Jeſſamine, 
ra little Aſſemblage of Pinks. WS ? 
What a fine Idea may we form, from hence, of 
he Reſurrection of the Juſt, and the State of their 
eantmated Bodies! As the Roots even of our 
hoiceſt Flowers, when depoſited in the Ground, 
re rude and ungraceful ; but, when they ſpring 
p into blooming Life, are molt elegant and ſplen- 
lid: ſo, the Fleſh of a Saint, when committed to 
he Duſt, alaſs! what is it? A Heap of Corruptt- 
n; a Maſs of putrefying Clay. But, when it 
beys the great Archangel's Call, and ſtarts into a 
ew Exiſtence ; what an aſtoniſhing Change en- 
es! What a moſt ennobling Improvement takes 
lace !—That which was ſown in Weakneſs, is raiſ- 
d in all the Vivacity of Power. That which was 
dwn in Deformity, is raiſed in the Bloom of celeſtial. 
peauty, Exalted, refined, and glorified, it will 
ine * as the Brightneſs of the Firmament,“ when 
darts the inimitable Blue, thro' the Fleeces—the 
owy Fleeces of ſome cleaving Cloud.  _ 
Fear not, then, thou faithful Chriſtian ; fear 
ot, at the appointed Time, to deſcend into the 
omb. Thy Soul thou mayſt truſt with thy om- 
potent Redeemer, who is Lord of the unſeen 
Aa World; 
* The Cowſlip ſmiles in brighter Yellow dreſt, 


Than that which veils.the nubil Virgin's Brcalt ; 
A fairer Red ſtands bluſhing in the Roſe, 


Than that which on thc Bridegroom's Veſtments flows, 
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and in a more heavenly Form. If it retires into 


into Diſſolution, it is in order to riſe more illuſ. 


Significant Reſem 
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World ; * Who has the Keys of Hell and of 
„Death.“ Moſt ſafely mayſt thou truſt thy better 
Part, in thoſe beneficent Hands, which were 
pierced with Nails, and faſtened to the ignomini. 
ous Tree, for thy Salvation.— With regard to thy 
earthly Tabernacte, be not diſmayed. It is taken 
down, only to be rebuilt, upon a diviner Play, 


the Shadow of Death, and lies immured in the 
Gloom of the Grave; it is only to return, from a 
fhort Confinement, to endleſs Liberty. If it fall; 


trious from it's Ruins; and wear an infinitely 
brighter Face of Perfection, and of Glory. 
HFaving, now, made my Panegyric; let me, 
next, take up a Lamentation, for theſe loveliel 
Productions of the Vegetable World. For, I fore. 
{ee their approaching Doom. Yet a little while, 
and all theſe plealing Scenes vaniſh. Yet a little 
while, and all the Sweets of the breathing, all the 
Beauties, of the blooming Spring, are no more, 
Every one of theſe amiable Forms, mult be 
{hriveled to Deformity, and trodden to the Earth, 
: 1 this, of all created 
Beauty. A! Fleſh is Graſs ; like the green Hes 
bage, lable and prone to fade. Nay, all the Col. 
lineſs theres}, it's fineft Accompliſhments and 
what the World generally admires, 2s as the Hod. 
er of the Ricld®* ; which loſes it's Gloſs, decz)' 
and periſhes, more ſpeedily than the Graſs itlelt 
—Beiuld then, ye brighteſt among the. Daugluci 
of Eve ; behold yourſelves, in this Glaſs. de: 
the Charms of your Per/on eclipſed, by the Luli! 
of theſe little Flowers; and the Frailty of you 


» +l 


* Ia. xl. 6. 
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$/ate repreſented, “ by their tranſient Glories. A 
Fever may ſcorch thoſe poliſhed Veins; a Con- 
ſumption may emaciate the dimpling Cheeks ; and 
a Load of unexpetted Sorrows, depreſs thoſe 
lively Spirits. Or ſhould theſe Diſaſters, in Pity, 
ſpare the tender Frame; yet Age, inexorable Age 
and Wrinkles, will affuredly come at laſt; will 
wither all the fine Features and blaſt every 
ſprightly Grace. 

Then, ye Fazr, when thoſe ſparkling Eyes are 
darkened, and fink in their Orbs; when they are 
rolling in Agonies, or ſwimming in Death; How 
will you ſuſtain the Affliction? How vill you 
repair the Loſs ?—Apply your Thoughts to Re- 
(ig10n, Attend to the One Thing needſul. Believe 

A a 2 in, 


* When Snows deſcend, and robe the Field 
In Winter's bright Array; | 
Touch'd by the Sun, the Luſtre fades, 
And weeps itſelf away, 


When Spring appears ; when Violets blow, 
And ſhed a rich Perfume; 

How ſoon the Fragrance breathes it's laG } 
How ſhort-liv'd is the Bloom! 


Freſh in the Morn, the Summer Roſe 
Hangs withering ere *tis Noon; 
We ſcarce enjo ” balmy Gift, 
But mourn the Pleaſure gone, 


With gliding Fire, an Evening Star 
Streaks the Autumnal Skies; 

Shook from the Sphere, it darts away, 
And, in an Inſtant, dies, 


Such are the Charms, that fluſh the Cheek, 
And ſparkle in the Eye: 

$0. from the lovely finiſh'd Form 
The tranſient Lee fly. 


To this che Seaſons, as they roll, 


Their Atteſtation bring: 
They warn the Fair; their every Round 


Confirms the Truth I ing. 
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in, and imitate, the bleſſed Jeſus. - Then {hal 
your Souls mount up to the Realms of Happineſ;, 
when the well proportioned Clay, is mingling 
with it's mean Original. The Light of Gal 
Counterance will irradiate, with matchleſs and 
conſummate Perfection, all theirexalted Faculties 
Cleanſed intirely from every Dreg of Corruption, 
like ſome unſullied Mirror, they will reflect the 
complete Image of their Creator's Holineſs.—0 
that you would thus dreſs your Minds, and pre. 
Pare for the immortal State! Then, from ſhining 
among your Fellow-creatures on Earth; you (hall 
be tranſlated to ſhine around the Throne of God. 
Then, from being the Sweeteners of your Lite, and 
the Delight of our Eyes, here below; you {hall 
pals, by an eaſy Tranſition, into Angels of Light; 
and become * an everlaſting.Excellency, the Joy 
* of all Generations.“ | | 
YES; Ye flowery Nations, Ye muſt alt decay,— 
Yonder Lich), that looks like the Queen of the gay 
Creation—See, how gracefully it eretts it's me 
Jeſtic Head! What an Air of Dignity and 
Grandeur ennobles it's Aſpect! For elevated 
Mien, as well as for incomparable Luftre jull!y 
may it be preferred to the magnificent Monarch 
of the Faſt*. But all ſtately and charming & 
it is, it will hardly ſurviye, a few mare Days. 
That unſpotted Whiteneſs, muſl quickly be 
nel, and the ſnowy Form, defiled in the 
Dutt. | | 
As the Lily pleaſes, with, the noble Simpiicci 
of it's Appearance; the Tulip is admired, ſor tht 
Gaiety and Multiplicity of it's Colours, Ne ver wa“ 
Cup, either painted, or enamelled, way bark 
vents ; rOtunog 


» Matt, vi. 29. 
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profuſion of Dyes. It's Tinges are ſo glowing ; 
it's Contraſts ſo ſtrong, and the Arrangement of 
them both ſo elegant and artful !—Twas lately 
the Pride of the Border, and the reigning Beauty 
of the delightful Seaſon. As exquiſitely fine 
as the Rainbow, and almoſt as extremely tranh- 
ent. It ſpread, fora little Moment, it's ahve. 
plumage; but has, now, laid all it's variegate 
aud ſuperior Honours down. Thoſe radiant 
Stripes are blended, alaſs ! rudely blended with 
common Mould. 

To a graceful Shape, and blooming Complex- 
ion the Roſe adds the moſt agreeable Perfume. 
Our Noſlriis make it repeated Viſits, and are ne- 
ver weary of drinking in it's Sweets. A Fragrance, 
ſo peculiarly rich and reviving, tranſpires from 
its opening Tufts; that every one covets it's Ac- 
quaintance. How have I ſeen even the accom- 
plithed Charr/a, for whom ſo many Votaries lan- 
guiſh, fondly careſſing this little Flower! That 
lovely Boſom, which is the Seat of Innocence and 
Virtue ; whole leaſt Excellency it is, to rival the 
Delicacy of the pureſt Snows ; among a thouſand 
Charms of it's own, thinks it poſſible to adopt an- 


this univerſal Favourite muſt fail. It's native 
Balm cannot preſerve it from Putrefaction. Soon, 
100n, muſt it reſign all thoſe endearing Qualities ; 
and hang neglected on it's Stem, or drop deſpiſed 
do the Ground. | 

One could wiſh, methinks, theſe moſt amiable 
of the inanimate Race, a longer Exiſtence : But 
in vain. They fade, almoſt as foon as they flourtſh, 
Within leſs than a Month, their Glories are ex- 
untt. Let the Sun take a few more Journcys thro' 


you 


* 


other from the Damaſk Roſe-bud.— Vet, even 


the Sky; then viſit. this inchanting Walk; and 
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vou will find nothing, but a wretched Wilderneß 
of ragged or naked Stalks.—But (My Soul exult 
in the Thought) the Garment of celeſtial Glory, 
which ſhall ere long array the re- animated Boch, 
will never wax old. The illuſtrious Robes of z 
Saviour's conſummate Rrghteouſneſs, which even 
now adorn the juſtified Spirit, are incorruptible 
and immortal, No Moth can corrode their Tex. 
ture; no Number of Ages ſully their Brightnel, 
The Light of Day may be quenched, and all the 
Stars unk in Obſcurity; but, the Honours of 
* Juſt Men made perfect,“ are ſubject to no Dim. 
nution. Inextinguiſhable and unfading, is the 
Luſtre of their Crown. 

YES; Ye flowery Nations, Ye muſt all decay.— 
Winter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible Con. 
queror, that carries Fire and Sword, where-ever he 
advances : that demoliſhes Towns ; de opulate 
Countries; ſpreads Slaughter and Deſolation, on 
every Side—So, juſt ſo, will Winter, with his i 
vage and unrelenting Blaſts, invade this beautitul 
Proſpect. The Storms are gathering, and the 
Tempeſts muſtering their Rage, to fall upon the 
Vegetable Kingdoms, They will ravage thro' the 
Dominions of Nature; as plunder her Reche, 
and lay Waſte her Charms.—Then ye Trees, mui 
ye ſtand ſtript of your verdant Apparel; and, 9e 
F ields, be ſpoiled af your waving Treaſures, Then, 
the Earth, diſrobed of all her gay Attire, mul 
fit in Sables, like a diſconſolate Widow. Ti 
Sun too, who now rides in Triumph round tbe 
World, and ſcatters Gaity, from his radiant Eye. 
will then look faintly from the Windows of the 
South; and, caſting a ſhort Glance on our dee 


ted World, will leave us to the uncomfortable 
7 * loo 
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Gloom of tedious Nights. Then theſe pretty Mo- 
riſters of the Air, will chant no more to the gentle 
Gales. The Lark, the Linnet, and all the fea- 
thered Songſters, abandon their Notes, and indulge 
their Woes. The Harmony of the Woods 1s at 
an End; and Silence (unlels it be interrupted by 
EF howling Winds) and ſullen Silence, fits brooding 
upon the Boughs ; which are now made vocal, by 
a thouſand warbling Throats. | 

But (ſweet Recolle&ion ! raviſhing Expettati- 
on!) the Songs of Saints in Light, never admit a 
Pauſe for Sadneſs. All Heaven will reſound with 
the Melody of their Gratitude ; and all Eternity 
ocho to their triumphant Acclamations. The 
Hallalujahs of that World; and the harmomous 
Joy of it's Inhabitants ; will be as laſting, as the 


Holy Love, and tune my Heart ; deſcend, Celeſ- 


ready to ſtrike up, and bear my Part, in that great 
Hoſanna, that everlaſting Hymn. 

VES, Yes; Ye. flowry Nations, Ye muſt all de- 
cay.—And, indeed, could you add the Strength of 
an Oak, or the Stability of a Pyramid“, to all the 
Delicacy 


theſe moſt durable Monuments of human Grandure, is hinted with ſuch a 
modeſt Air of Inſtruction; or their hideous Ruin deſcribed in ſuch. a 
%omp of Pleaſing- Horror; as in a ſmall but ſolemn, pictureſque, and ma- 
jellie Poem, intitled— TRE Rvins or Roms, Written 2 the Rev, 
Mr. Dyer, Whom the Reader (if He has the Pleaſure of peruſing 
that beautiful Piece) will eaſily perceive, to have taken his Draughts 
from the Originals themſelves ; as nothing but the Szght of thoſe magni- 
cent Remains, could have inſpired his Lines with ſuch Vivacity. —As a 
Speciman of the Work, and a Confirmation of the Remark ſuggeſted a- 
boxe: I take Reave to tranſcribe the following Paſlage : 

— — — 1he Pilgrim oft, | 

At dead of Night, mid las Oraiſon hears 

Aghaft the Voice of Time, diſparting Tow'rs, 

Tumbling all precipitate down defied, 

Ratling around, loud thund ring to the Moon. 


Divine Perfections, they celebrate.—Come then, 


tial Fire, and touch my Tongue ; that I may ſtand 


I know not any Performance, in which the tranſitory Nature, of 


” 
T = - 4 — PIE: 
A a ts es F 


——— — 


 amidit theſe Views of general Ruin, Here is ou 


but through the unmeaſurable Revolutions of 
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Delicacy of your Texture; yet ſhort, exceeding 
ſhort, even then, would your Duration be. For 
I ee that all Things come to an End. The Pillar 
of Nature are tottering. The Foundations of the 
round World are falling away. © The Heaven 
* themſelves wax old like a Garment.” — But, 


Refuge; This is our Conſolation; We know that 
our Redeemer livein. Thy Years, blefſed Jeſus, 
ſhall not fail. From Everlaſting to Everlaſting, 
Thou art ſtill the ſame: the ſame moſt excellent 
and adorable Perſon; the ſame omnipotent and 
faithful Friend; the ſame all-ſufhcient and ineſſi. 
mable Portion. O! may we but partake of thy 
Merits; be ſanctified by thy Grace; and received 
into thy Glory !—Then periſh, if ye will, all in. 
ferior Delights. Let all that is Hhlendid in the 
Skies, expire; and all that is amzable in Nature, 
be expunged. Let the whole Extent of Creation, 
be . again into one undiſtinguiſhable Void; 
one univerſal Blank. Vet if God be ours, we ſhall 
have enough. If God be ours, we ſhall have all, 
and abound*. All that our Circumſtances can 
want, or our Wiſhes crave, to make us incon— 
ceivably bleſſed and happy. Bleſſed and happy, 
not only through this little Interval of Iime, 


r 


r — — * 
r . e Y 3 


Eternity. 

The Sun is, now, come ſorth in his Strength; 
and beats fiercely, upon my throbbing Pulle— 
Let me retire to e inviting Arbour. There, 
the Woodbines retain the lucid Drop; there, the 

Jeſſamines, 


* His Hand the good Man faſtens on the Skies. 
And bids Earth roll, nor feels the idle Whirl. . 
| | Night-Thoughts, No. IV, 


eſſamines, which line the verdant Alcove, arc {till 
apearled, and deliciouſly wet with Dews.— Wel- 
ome, ye Tefreſhnng ſhades ! J feel, I feel, your 
hearing Influence. My languid Spirits revive ; 
0 llackened Sinews are new ſtrung; and Lite 
ounds briſker, thro' all her crimſon Channels. 
Reclined on this moſſy Couch; and ſurround- 
$1 by the fragrant Coldneſs; let me renew my 
Alpirations, to the ever-preſent Deity. Here, let 
ve remember, and imitate, the pious Augu/tine, 
nd his Mother Monica. Who, being engaged 
n Diſcourſe on the Beauties of the viſible Creati- 
n; roſe, by theſe Ladders, to the Glories of the 
nviſible State. Till they were inſpired with the 
nolt affecting Sens, of their ſupereminent Ex- 
ellency ; and actuated with 18 moſt ardent 
breathings, after their full Enjoyment. Inſomuch, 
hat they were almoſt wrapt up into the Bliſs, they 
ontemplated : and ſcarce © knew, whether they 
were in the Body, or out of the Body.“ 

When Tempeſts toſs the Ocean : when plaintive 
digns of Diſtreſs, are heard from the bellowing 
cep; and melancholy Tokens of Shipwreck, 
ome floating on the foaming Surge; then, how 
lelightful to ſtand ſafe on Shore, and hug one's 
elf in conſcious Security*. When a Glut of Waters, 
burſts from. ſome mighty Torrent; ruſhes head- 
ong over all the neighbouring Plains; ſweeps 
ay the helpleſs Cattle; and drives the . 
B b e 


As Lucretius gave the Hint for theſe Obſervations; ſo He aſſigns 
be Reaſon of the Pleaſure ſpecified. It ariſes, not from the Conſidera- 
on of Another's Miſery ; this would argue the rankeſt Malevolence: 
ut from the agreeable Contemplation of our own perſonal Safety. 
Fhich, while We view Circumſlances, that are pernicious to Others, 
ut harmleſs to Ourſelves, is not a live heightened by the Contraſt, 
we Mar; mag no, &c | 
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ed Shepherd from his Hut: then, from the To 
of a diſtant Eminence, to deſcry the Danger, \ 
need not fear; how pleaſing Such, methink; 
is my 44 ſituation, For, now, the Sun bla 

from on high: The Air glows with his Fire: Th 

Fields are rent with Chinks: The Roads an 
ſcorched to Duſt ; the Woods ſeem to contra il 
ſickly Aſpect, and a ruſſet Hue: The Travell. 
broiled as he rides, haſtens to his Inn, and inte, 
mits his ney The Labourer, bathed in Svea 
drops the Scythe, and deſiſts from his Work: 
The Cattle flee to ſome ſhady Covert, or elſe pan 
and toſs under the burning Noon. Even te 
ſtubborn Rock {mit with the piercing Beam, i 
ready to cleave. All Things languiſh, beneath the 
dazling Deluge—While I {hall enjoy a cool Hour, 
and calm Reflection; amidſt the Gloom of thi 
bowery Receſs, which ſcarce admits one Speck 
Sunſhine. IF 
Thus, may both the Flock, and their Shepherd 
dwell beneath the Defence of the Moſt High, ani 
abide under the ſhadow of the Almaghty*, Then, 
though + the Peſtilence walketh in Darkneſs, and 
the ne deſtroyeth at Noon-day ; tho Thou- 
ſands fall beſide us, and ten Thouſands at our 
Right-hand ; we need fear no Evil. Either, the 
bring Angel ſhall paſs over our Houſes; 0 
elſe, He ſhall diſpenſe the Corrections of a Friend, 
not the Scourges of an Enemy; which inſtead o 
hurting us, ſhall work for our Good. Then tho 
Profaneneſs and Infidelity, far more malignant 
Evils, breathe deadly Contagion, and * 1 
Orab 


* Pſalm xci, 1. 


+ This was written, when a very infectious and mortal Diſtempe 
Taged 1n the Neighbourhood, 
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To 
T, We 
inks 
laze 


Th 


Wſorals of Multitudes around us; yet, if the great 
Father of Spirits “ hide us in the Hollow of his 
Hand,” we ſhall hold faſt our Integrity, and be 
W:ithful unto Death. 

8 ar Letthen, deareſt Lord, O! let thy Servant and 
ade People committed to his Care, be received in- 
elle thy Protection. Let us take Sanctuary under 
inter lat Tree o Life, erected in thy ignominious Crols. 
Let us fly fo 


rea r Safety to that City of Refuge, opened, 
on chy bleeding Wounds. Teig wal 5 e 
pan liding-place, not to be pierced by the Flames of 
n tine Wrath, or the 229 darts of Temptati- 
ms, xn. Thy dying Merits, and perle&t Obedience, 
h the all be to our - Foray as Rivers of Water in a dry 
Tour =, or, as the ſhadow of a great Rock in a weary 
of tu (and“. 


But moſt of all, in that laſt tremendous Day, 
hen the Heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapped 
p like a Scroll; when thy Almighty Arm ſhall 
rreſt the Sun in his Career, and daſh to Pieces 
he Structure of the Univerſe : when the Dead, 
oth Small and Great, ſhall be gathered before 


eck d 


zherd 
;, and 
Then, 


, and 


Thou e Throne of thy Glory; and the Fates of all 
t ourfFlankind, hang on the very Point of a final irre- 
r, the WWerlible Deciſion: Then bleſſed Jeſus, let us bc 
5: or ned by Thee, and we ſhall not be aſhamed ; 
riend, efended by Thee, and we ſhall not be raid. 
ad oP may we, at that awful, that unutterably im- 
n tho ertant Juncture, be covered with the Wings of 
gnan n Redecming Love; and we ſhall behold all the 

it the ible Convulſions of expiring Nature, with 
tora: Om polure, with Comfort! We ſhall even wel- 


ome the Diſſolution of all Things, as the Times 
' Refreſhing rom the Preſence of ile Lord p. 
B b 2 There 


illem pet 


* E . © | 6 
IIa, xxxii, 2, + Acts in. 19. 


wholeſome Plants, This frugal Community, zr 
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There are, I perceive, who ſtill attend the Flay, 
ers; and, in Defiance of the Sun, ply their Wor 
on every expanded Bloſſom. The Bees I mem, 
That Nation of Chymiſts! To whom Nature hz 
communicated the rare and valuable Secret, ofe 
riching themſelves, without impoveriſhing other 
Who extract the molt delicious Syrup, from ever 
fragrant Herb; without wounding it's Subſtany 
or diminiſhing it's Odours.—lI take the more Ny, 
tice of theſe ingenious Operators; becauſe, | 
would willingly make them my Pattern“. Whi 
the gay Butterfly, flutters her painted Wings ; an 
ſips a little fantaſtic Delight, only for the preſe: 
Moment. While the gloomy Spider, worle thi 
idly buſied, is preparmy his inſidious Nets for I: 


ſtruction; or ſucking Venom, even from the m 


wiſely employed in providing for Futurity ; ani 
collecting a copious Stock of the moſt balmy Tre 
ſures—And O! might theſe Meditations fink 
to my Soul! Would the God, who ſuggeſled ca 
heavenly Thought; vouchſafe to convert it, in 
an eſtabliſhed Principle; to determine all my li 
clinations, and regulate my whole Conduct! 
ſhould then, gather Advantages from the (a 
blooming Objects; more precious than y! 
golden Stores, ye induſtrious Artiſts. I alſo {hou 
go home laden with the r:cheſt Sweets, and d 
novleſt Sþnils though I crop not a Leaf, nord 
a ſingle Flower my own. 
Here I behold, aſſembled in one View, alm 
all the various Beauties, which have been ſeveral 
| entertl 


* — — Ego apis mating 
More modoque 
Erata carpeniis thyme, 118 
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/ 


entertaining my Imagination. The Viſtas, ſtruck 
through an ancient Wood, or formed by Rows of 
venerable Elms; conducting the Spectators Ob- 
ſervation, to ſome remarkable Objects; or leading 
the Traveller's Footſteps, to this delightful Seat: 
— The Walls, enriched with Fruit-trees, and faced 
with a Covering of their leafy Extenſions ; I ſhould 
rather have ſaid, hung with different Pieces of 
Nature's nobleſt Tapeſtry :—The Walks, neatly 
horn, and lined with Verdure; or finely ſmooth- 
ed, and coated with Gravel: The Alleys, arched 
with Shades to embower our Noon-tide Repole ; 
or thrown open for the free Acceſſion of Air, to 
invite us to our Evening Recreation: The decent 
Edgings of Box, which incloſe, like a plain Sel- 
vage, each beautiſul Compartment, and it's ſplen- 
lid Figures: The ſhapely Evergreens, and flow- 
ering Shrubs which ſtrike the Eye, and appear 
with peculiar Dignity, in this diſtant Situation: 
The Baſon, with it's cryſtal Fount, floating in the 
Centre; and diffuſing an agreeable Freſhnels, 
thro' the Whole :—The Waters, falling from a 
remote Caſcagc ; and gently murmuring, as they 
how along the Pebbles ;—The/e, added to the reſt ; 
and all fo diſpoſed, that each recommends, and 
endears each; render the Whole, a moſt ſweet 
raviſhing Scene, of Order and Variety, of Ele- 
gance and Magnificence. 
From fo many lovely Proſpetts cluſtering up- 
on the Sight, it is impoſſible not to be reminded 
of Heaven, That World of Bliſs ; thoſe Regions 
ot Light; where the Lamb that was ſlain mani- 
lelts his beatific Preſence, and his Saints live for 
ever-more.—But O!] what Pencil can ſketch out 
2 Draught of that goodly Land! What Colours, 
47 OT 
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or what Style, can expreſs the Splendors of Im. 
manuel's Kingdom! Would ſome celeſtial Hand 
draw aſide the Veil, but for one Moment; and 
permit us to throw a ſingle Glance, on thoſe Di. 
vine Abodes ; how would all ſublunary Poſleſſions 
become tarniſhed in our Eyes, and grow flat upon 
our Taſte! A Glimpſe, a tranſient Glimpſe of 
thoſe unutterable Beatitudes, would captivate our 
Souls, and engroſs all their Faculties. Eden itſelf 
after fuch a Viſion, would appear a chearlel; 
Deſert; and all earthly Charms, intolerabl: 

Deformity. | 
Very excellent Things are ſpoken of Thee, Thou 
City of God®*, Volumes have been written, and 
thoſe by inſpired Men, to diſplay the Wonders of 
thy Perfections. All that is rich and reſplendent 
in the viſible Creation, has been called in to aid 
our Conceptions, and elevate our Ideas. But, 
indeed, no Tongue can utter; no Pen can del- 
cribe; no Fancy can imagine; what God, of his 
unbounded Munificence, has prepared for them 
that love Him.—Seeing then, that all terreſtrial 
Things mult come to a ſpeedy End; and there 
remaineth a Reſt, a bliſsful and everlaſting Rcſi, 
for the People of God; let me never be too fond. 
Iy attached, to any preſent Satisfactions. Weanel 
rom whatever is temporal, may I maintain a fu- 
perior Indifference, for ſuch tranſitory Enjoy- 
ments; but long, long earneſtly, for the Manit- 
ons that are above; the Paradiſe © which the Lord 
* hath planted and not Man.“ Thither, may | 
tranſmit the Chief of my Conver/aiton ; and from 
thence expett the Whole of my Happineſs. Be 
that the facred powerful Magnet, which eve! 
influences 


& Pſalm Ixxxvli. 26 


ON A FLOWER-GARDEN; 179 


influences my Heart; ever attracts my Affections. 
ere, are ſuch tranſcendent Glories, as Eye has 
not ſeen: There, are ſuch tranſporting Pleaſures, 
Das Ear has not heard: There, is ſuch a Fulneſs of 
Joys, as the Thought of Man cannot conceive. 
into that conſummate Felicity; thoſe eternal 
Fruitions; permit me, Madam, to wiſh You, in 
due Time, an abundant Entrance: and to aſſure 
E You, that this Wiſh is breathed, with the ſame 
E Sincerity and Ardor, for my honoured Correſ- 
pondent, as it is, Madam, for 


Your moſt Obedient, &c. 


J. Hervey, 
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CREATION, 


F* the Reader pleaſes to look back on Page 159 
He will find me engaged by a promi ſſory Note, 
to ſubjoin a DESCANT upon CREATION. 

To know the Love of Chriſt; to have ſuch a deep 
Apprehenſion of his unſpeakable Kindnels, a 
my produce in our Hearts an adoring Gratitude, 
and unfeigned Faith; this, according to 8. 
Paul's Eſtimate, is the higheſt and happieſt Attain 
ment in the ſacred Science of Chriſtianity*, What 
follows, is an Attempt to athſt the attentive Mind, 
in learning a Line or two of that beſt and greatel 
Leſſon. It introduces the moſt conſpicuous Paris 
of the viſible Syſtem, as ſo many Prompters to ou 
dull Affections; each ſuggeſting a Hint adapte 
to the important Occaſion, and ſuited to it's . 


pective Character. 
Cu 
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Can there be a more powerful Incentive to de- 

out Gratitude ; than to conſider the magnificent 
nd delicate Scenes of the Univerſe, with a parti- 
Falar Reference to Chriſt, as the Creator? Every 
Object, viewed in this Light, will ſurely admini- 
er inceſſant Recruits, to the languiſhing Lamp 
Wot Divine Love. Every Production in Nature, 
vil ſtrike a Spark into the Soul; and the whole 
Creation Concur, to raile the ſmoaking Flax into 
Ea Flame. 
Can any thing impart a ſtronger 7% to the Be- 
Wliever ; or more effectually confirm his Faith in the 
Ecrucified Jeſus; than to behold the Heavens de- 
Eclaring his Glory, and the Firmament ſhewing his 
Handy-Work ? Surely, it muſt be Matter of in- 
Cexpreſſiible Conſolation to the poor Sinner; to 
oblerve the Honours of his Redeemer, written 
E with Sun beams over all the Face of the World. 

We delight to read an Account of our mcar- 
nate Jehovah; as He is revealed in the Books 
of Moſes and the Prophets, as He is diſplayed in 
the Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles. 
Let us alſo endeavour to ſee a Sketch of his Per- 
tections ; as they ſtand delineated in that ſtately 
Volume, where every Leaf, is a ſpacious Plain— 
every Line, a flowing Brook—every Period, a 
lolty Mountain. | 

Should any of my Readers be unexerciſed in 
luch Speculations, I beg Leave (in purſuance of 
my Promiſe) to preſent them with a Specimen ; or 


Minds into this moſt improving and delightful 
Train of Thinking. | 5 
Should any be inclined to ſuſpect the Solidity 
of the following Obſervations; or to condemn 
Cc them, 
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to offer a Clue, which may poſſibly lead their 
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them, as the Voice of Rant, and the lawleſs Fly 
of Fancy; I mult intreat ſuch Perſons to recolls 
That the grand Doctrine, the Hinge on wh; 
they all turn, is warranted and eſtabliſhed byt 
unanimous Teſtimony of the inſpired Penms 
Who frequently celebrate IMMANUEL, 
CHRIST JESUS, as the great Almighty Ca 
of All ; aſſuring Us, that All Things were cred 
by Hum, and for Him, and that in Him all Thi 
confit®. | 
On ſuch a Subject what is wonderful, 5 
from being extravagant, To be wonderful, in! 
inſeparable Charatteriſtic of God and his Wor 
cipecially, of that moſt diſtinguiſhed and glori 
even of the Divine Works, REDEMPTI 
50 glorious, that © all the Miracles in Eg yt, 
the marvellous Acts in the Field of Zoan; 
that the Zew/ Annals have recorded, or the! 
man Ear has heard; all dwindle into tr:vral Ew! 
are ſcarce worthy to be remembered it, in C 
pariſon of this infinitely grand and infinitely 
C10US TranſaRtion-—Kindled therefore, into pi 
ling Aſtoniſhment, by ſuch a Survey, let meg 
full Scope to my Meditations. Let me pour 
my whole Soul on the boundleſs Subjett; 1 
much regarding the Limits, which cold Cri: 
or colder Unbelief, might preſcribe. 

O ye Angels, that ſurround the Throne; 
Princes of Heaven, © that excel in Strength, 
are cloathed with tranſcendent Brightnels: 
who placed You in thoſe Stations of exalted! 


nour, and dignified your Nature with ſuch | 


Col. i. 16, 17. Before my Reader enters upon the followingD* 


lie is defired to peruſe the Note, page 109. 
} Iſa, xl1i1, 18, 


po 
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— 


us Endowments; IIe, whom You all oben, 
a all adore : HE took not on Him the Angel” 

orm. but was made Fleſh, and found in Faſhion 
Jaan. Like us wretched Mortals, He was 
Wbicct to Wearinels, Pain, and every Infirmity, 
n only excepted. —That We might, one Bay, 
W- raiſed to your ſublime Abodes ; be adopted 
0 your bliſsful Society; and join with your 


11[M&:n{por:cd Choir, in giving Glory to HIM that 
| a 125 the Throne, and to the LAMB for 
er and ever“. 


O ye Heavens ; wnole azure Arches rife im- 
enſely high, and ſtretch unmeaſurably wide. 
wpendous Amphitheatre; amidſt whole vaſt ex- 
anſive Circuit, Orbs of the moſt dreadful 


: MM randeur are perpetually running their amazing 
„ces. Unfathomable Depths of Ether! where 
e orlds unnumbered float; and, to our limites 
Fl, 


cit, Worlds unnumbered are loſt. —He, who 


quilted your Dimenſions with his Span, and 
T: ormed the magnificent Structure with his Word; 
i. was once wrapt in ſwaddling-cloaths, and 
id in a Manger. — That the Benefits accruing to 


people, through his moſt meritorious Humi— 
lation, might have no other Meaſure of their 
alue than Immenſity ; might run parallel, in 
heir Duration, with Eternity. 

Le Stars; that beam with inextinguiſhable Bril- 
lancy, through the midnight iky. Oceans of 
lame, and Centres of Worlds, though ſeemingly 
Ittle Points of Light !—He, who ſhone, with el- 
ential Effulgence, innumerable Ages, before 


line with everlaſting Majeſty and Beauty, when 
| c 2 VCcur 


by Rev. v. 13. 


bur twinkling Tapers were kindled ; and will 
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your Places in the Firmament ſhall be known ng 
more. HE was involved, for m—_— Years, in the 
deepeſt Obſcurity; lay concealed in the con. 
temptible City Nazareth ; lay diſguiſed, under 
the mean Habit of a Carpenter's Son.— That He 
might plant the Heaven“, as it were, with ney 
Conſtellations : and array theſe Clouds of Earth, 
theſe Houſes of Clay, with a Radiancy, far ſupenir 
to yours. A Radiancy, which will adorn the ver; 
Heaven of Heavens, when you ſhall vaniſh away 
like Smoke; or expire, as momentary Spark; 
from the ſmitten Steel. 

COMETS ; that ſometimes ſhoot into the illimi. 
able Tracts of Æther, farther than the Dilcern- 
ment of our Eye is able to follow; ſometime, 
return from the long, long Excurſion, and {weep 
our affrighted Hernſphere with your enormous 
fiery Train. That ſometimes make near Ap- 
proaches to the Sun, and burn almoſt in his un- 
mediate Beams; ſometimes, retire to the remotelt 
Diſtance, and freeze, for Ages, in the excellive 
Rigours of Winter.—He, who at his ſovereigi 
Plealure, withdraws the blazing Wonder: cr 
leads forth the portentous Stranger, to {hakc 
Terror over guilty Kingdoms. HE was over 
whelmed with the moſt ſhocking Amazement, and 
plunged into the deepeſt Anxiety; was chillel 


with 


* Iſa. li. 16. 

+ Alluding to a Paſſage in Iſaiah, which is, I think, grand ard 
elevated beyond all Compariſon,—-Lift up your Eyes to the edc 
and look upon the Earth beneath : for the Heavens ſhall vaniſh aws) 
Smoke, and the er- wax old like a Garment, and they that da- 
therein ſhall die like the feeble Inſect: but my Righteouſneſs hall be j : 
ever, and my Salvation ſhall not be aboliſhed, Ia. K 6.— Wich the g'& 
Vitringa, I tranſlate the Words not, in like manner ; but, like tht Fein 
Inſett. Which render the Period more complete; the Senſe more Cit 
phatical; aud is more agreeable to the Genius ofthe ſacred Origina" 
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ich Apprehenſions of Fear, and ſcorched by the 
Flames of avenging Wrath.—That I, and other 
4 epraved rebellious Creatures, might not be eter- 
Wally agitated, with the Extremes of jarring Paſ- 
ons; oppoſite, yet, on either Side, tormenting. 
Far more tormenting to the Soul, than the ſe- 
creſt Degrees of your Heat and Cold to the hu- 
nan Senſe. 

E Ye Planets ; that, winged with unimaginable 
peed, traverſe the Regions of the Sky. Some- 
Rimes climbing Millions and Millions of Miles 
above, ſometimes deſcending as far below, the 
great Axle of your Motions. Ye, that are lo 
Dninutely faithful, to the Viciſſitudes of Day and 
Night; ſo exactly punctual, in bringing on the 
3 0 of your reſpective Seaſors.— He, who 


ho continually impels You, with ſuch wonder- 
Wul Rapidity ; and guides you, with ſuch perfect 
Megularity. Who fixes © the Habitation of his 
' Holineſs and his Glory,” infinite Heights above 
our ſcanty Rounds. HE once became a help- 


rom the Perſecutor's Sword; and wandered as a 


might bring Us Aliens near to God, bring Us 
xiles home to Heaven. . 

Thou Sun ; inexhauſted Source of Light, and 
Heat, and Comfort! Who, without the Aſſiſtance 
ol any other Fire, ſheddeſt Day thro' a thouſand 
Nealms; and, not confining thy Munificence to 
Realms only, extendeſt thy enlightening Influences 
to lurrounding Worlds. Prime Chearer of the 
animal, and great Enlivener of the vegetable 


Waunched You, at firſt, from his mighty Arm; 


Eels Infant ; ſojourned in our inferior World; fled 


ae in a foreign Land. — That He might 
lead our Feet into the Way of Peace; that He 


Tribes! 
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Tribes! So beautiful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial in 
thy Effects, that erring Heathens addreſſed thee 
with Adorations, and miſtook thee for their Ma. 
ker !—He, who filled thy Orb with a Profuſion 
of Luſtre ; before whom thy meridian Splendor, 
are but a Shade—HE diveſted Himſelf of his 
all-tranſcending Diſtinctions, and drew a Veil 
over the Effulgence of his Divinity; that, ly 
ſpeaking to Us, Face to Face, as a Man ſpeaketh 
unto his Friend, He might diſpel our intellectual 
Darkneſs. His“ Viſage was marred*,” and He 
became the Scorn of Men, the Outcaſt of the Peo- 
ple; that, by this Manifeſtation of his unutter. 
ably tender Regard for our Welfare, He might 
diffuſe many a Gleam of Joy thro' our dejected 
Minds. That, in another State of Things, He 
might clothe even our fallen Nature, with the 
Honours of that magnificent Luminary ; and give 
all the Righteous to ſhine forth as the Sun, 1n the 
Kingdom of their Father. 

Thou Moon, that walkeſt among the hoſt of 
Stars, and in thy lucid Appearance, art ſuperior 
to them all. Fair Ruler of the Night! Sometimes 
half reſtoring the Day, with thy waxing Bright- 
neſs ; ſometimes, waning into Dimnels, and ſcarce- 
ly ſcattering the nocturnal Gloom; ſometimes 
covered with Sackcloth, and alarming the gazing 
Nations.—He, who dreſſes thy opake Globe, 1. 
beaming, but borrowed Silver; He, whoſe Dig: 
nity is unchangeable, underived, and all his own; 
He ee. to wear a Body of Clay. HE was 
content to appear as in a bloody Eclipſe, ſhorn 0! 
his reſplendent Beams, and ſurrounded with 1 
night of Horror, which knew not one rev1vl; 


Ray. 


* Ifa, lit. 11. 


A DESCANT UPON CREATION. 187 


Ray. — Thus, has He impowered his Church, and 
all Believers, to tread the Moon under their Feet“. 
Hence, inſpired with the Hope of brighter Glory, 
and of more enduring Bliſs, are they enabled to 
triumph over all the vain Anxieties, and vainer 
W Amuſements, of this ſublunary, precarious, mut- 
able World. 
= Ye 7hunders; that, awfully grumbling in the 
diſtant Clouds, ſeem to meditate Indignation, and 
forme the firſt eſſays of a far more frightful Peal ; 
or, ſuddenly burſting over our He: ds, rend the 
= Vault above, and ſhake the Ground below, with 
the hideous, horrid Crack. Ye, that ſend your 
EW wemendous Vollies from Pole to Pole, ſtartling 
the ſavage Herds+, and aſtoniſhing the human 
HKRace.— He, who permits Terror to ſound her 
Trumpet, in your deep, prolonging, inlarging, 


8 
aggravated Roar: HE uttered a feeble infantile 


Cry in the Stable, and ſtrong expiring Groans 
on the accurſed Tree.—That He might, in the 
gentleſt Accents, whiſper Peace to our ns Fo and, 
at length, tune our Voices to the Melody of 
Heaven. 5 

O ye Leghinings ; that brood, and lie couchant, 
in the ſulphureous Vapours; that glance with 
lorked Fury, from the angry Gloom, ſwifter and 


llercer than the Lion ruſhes from his Den; or 


* CL — — x — — * — * 


* — — — 


open into vaſt expanſive Sheets of Flame, ſublime- 
ly waved over the proſtrate World, and fearfully 
lingering in the affrighted Skies. Ye that formerly 
laid in Aſhes the licentious Abodes of Luſt and 
Violence; that will, ere long, ſet on fire the Ele- 
ments, and co-operate in the Conflagration of the 
Globe, —He, who kindles your Flaſh, and directs 

You 


— 


* 5 
2 Rev. Xxil. 1. T Plal, xxix, 8. 
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cutioner's Spear. And, inſtead of flaſhing Co; 


for they know not what they do lO] what aP. 


2 Splendor and Beauty“ Hence, hence it is, thi 
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You when to ſally, and where to ſtrike ; He, wh 
commiſſions your whirling Bolts, whom to |; 
and whom to ſpare: HE reſigned his ſacred be. 
ſon to the mol barbarous Indignitice ; ſubmits 
his beneficent Hands to the pondrous Hamme 
and the piercing Nail: yea, with-held not h 
Heart, his very Heart, from the Stab of the Ex. 


fuſion on his outrageous Tormentors ; inſtead 
plunging them to the Depths of Hell, with hi 
Frown ; He cried—mn his laſt Moments, and it 
his agonizing Lips, He cried; Father forgive then 


tern of Patience for his Saints! What an Ohjet 
of Admiration for Angels! What a Conſtellatin 
of every mild, amiable, and benign Virtue ; {hin 
ing, in this Hour of Darkneſs, with ineffabllf 


We are not trembling under the Lightning d 
Mou 


* One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the diſingenuous Ter 
per, and perverſe Taſte of Ceſſus ; who attempts to turn, this moſt 
tinguiſhing and ornamental Part of our Lox D's Life, into Ridicule as 
Reproach,—Having ſpoken of CHRIST, as deſpitefully uſed, ar 
rayed in a purple Robe: crowned with Thorns; and holding, by 5 
of mock Majely, a Reed inſtead of a Sceptre (for he enters into alli“ 
Circumſtances, which is a Teſtimony to their Truth even from the Mout 
of an Enemy) He adds, —Orig. contra Ces. p. 84. i. e. Why, 1015 
Name of Wonder, does He not, on this Occaſion, at leaſt, af it 
Gov ? IWhy does he not deliver himſelf from this fhocking 1: 
miny ; or execute ſome ſignal Vengeance, on the Authors of ſuch 1% 
and abuſive Inſults, both of Himſelf and his Father ? Why, Cel 
Becauſe HE was Meekneſs and Gentleneſs itſelf: Whereas your Deus 
were Slaves to their own turbulent and reſentful Paſſions. Becaule, % 
were little better than Savages in human Shape; who too often mate 
Merit of Slaughter. and took a horrid Pride in {piiling Blood, WY 
CuR1sT was the Prince of Peace, and came not to deſtroy Mens 7 ; 
but to ſave, Becauſe, any Madman on Earth, or rury from oy 
capable of venting his Rage, But Who, amidſt ſuch unſufferable 
vocations and D Who, having in his own Hand, the To 
to reſcue himſelf, the Power to avenge himſelf; could ſubmit to all, 
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nt Fuat, that we are not blaſted by the 
ems Divine Vengeance; or doomed to dwell 
uh overiaſting Burnings. | 

Ye frowning wintry Clouds; Oceans pendent 
the Air, and burdening the Winds. He, in 
doe Hand, You are an overflowing Scourge ; 
F. by whoſe Appointment, an Arſenal © 


2 2 


* 


* of war- 
Le Stores. He, who opens your Sluices, and a 
lood waſhes forth; to deſtroy the Fruits af the 
arth, and drown the Huibandman's hopes: Who 
oulcs you into frozen Balls, and You are ſhot, 
iked with Death, F on the Troops of his Enemies. 

D d HE 


cc 


untullled Serenity of Patience; and not only not be exaſperated, but 
eh., in ſo trumphant a Manner, Evil with Good ? None but 
ist! None bu CurIsT! This was Compaſſion worthy ofa Gobp; 
lemency and Charity truly divine. 

Therefore, the Calumny raifed by the ſame virulent Objector, in an- 
let Place, carries it's ow> Confutation : or rather, falls with a Weight 
lum on his dunghill Deities ; while it bears a moſt konouravle Vel- 
ny, to the majeſtic and invincible Meckneſs of our Saviour —Says 
c tothe Chriſtians You indeed, take upon you, to deride the Images of 
r Dey ; but if Bacchus himſelf, or Hercules had been preſent, You 
not have dared to offer fuch an Affront ; or if you had been Jo pre- 
mptzors, woul! have ſeverely ſmarted for your infolence. Whereas. 
ey who tormented the very Perſon of your Go, and even extended 
m with mortal Agony on the Croſs, ſuffered no Lffefs of his Dij- 
ure. | 

* Jucenal ſeems to conſider the Clouds, ui ler this ſame Character, in 


7 i at beautiful Line, 

155 Curcãuid havent Telorum Armamentaria Cu li. 

41M 

Ter L 5 . | : f 
H Job has informed Us, for what Purpoſe the Magazines of the Fir- 
"4 nent are flocked with Hail. That they may be ceady, again}? the 
1 V Batile and Har. Job xxxviii. 23. — Joſtua has recorded, what 
nel * Slaughter has been made, by thoſe miſi ve Weapons of the Al- 
Vhi SHY. Js. x. 11,—Modern Hiſtorians relate, that, when Edward III. 
Lint akd France, a Skower of Hailftones deſcended, of ſuch a prodigious 


©, that fix thouſand Horſes, and one thouſand Men, were {truc!; 
a nRantaneouſly,—But, the moft dreadful Deſcription of this great 
[nance cf the Heavens, is given ps in Rev. xvi. 21, There fell upon 
3 great Jail out of Heaven, every Stene about te eight of 4 
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HE, inſtead of diſcharging the Furiouſneſs of h 
Wrath upon this guilty Fond ; poured out hi 
Prayers: poured out his Sighs; poured out his en 
Soul; for me and my Fellow tranſgreſſors.—Thy 
by virtue of bis ineſtimable Propitiation, the Orc 
llowings of Divine Good-will might be extend 
to ſinful Men; that the Skies might pour don 
Righteouſneſs; and Peace on her downy Wing, 
Peace with her balmy Bleſſings, deſcend to du 
on Earth. 

Ye vernal Clouds ; Furls of finer Air, Fold; « 
fofter Moiſture. He, who draws you in copic 
Exhalations, from the briny Deep; bids Yo 
leave every diſtaſteful Quality behind; and be 
come floating Fountains of ſweeteſt Waters. He 
who diſſolves You into gentle Rain, and diſmill 
You in fruitful Showers ; who kindly commitlion 
You, to drop down Fatneſs as You fall, and t 
ſcatter Flowers over the Field. —HE, in the unu. 
terable Bitterneſs of his Spirit, was without ay 
comforting Senſe of his Almighty Father's Prelence 
He, when his Bones were A up like a Fire 
brand, had not one Drop of that ſacred Cont 
tion, which on many of bis afflicted Servants, l 
been diſtilled as the Evening Dews, and ti 
given Songs in the Night” of Diſtreſs. —Th, 
from this unallayed and inconſolable Anguiſh 0 
our all-gracious Maſter, We, as from a Well q 
Salvation, might derive large Draughts of ſpiritus 
Retreſhment. 

Thou grand ethereal Bow ; whole Beauties {ul 
the Firmament, and charm every Spectator. 1% 
who paints thee on the fluid Skirts of the 5s": 
who 4 thee with all the Pride of Colours; , 


bends thee into that | cones and majeſtic Figuts 
At whole Commana, 


thy vivid Streaks fweel" 
: | n 
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riſe, or ſwiftly fade. — HE, through all his Liſe, 
Nas arrayed in the humble Garb of Poverty; and, 
W. his exit, wore the gorgeous Garment of Con- 
Wim pt. Inſomuch, that even his OWN familiar 
Wi'riends, aſhamed or afraid to own Him, “ hid as 
it were their Faces from Him*."—To teach us 
becoming Diſdain, for the unſubſtantial an 
W:ranſtory Glitter of all worldly Vanities. To in— 
troduce Us, in Robes brighter than the Tinges of 
thy reſplendent Arch ; even in the Robes of his 
Down immaculate Righteouſneſs ; to introduce Us 
Ibeſore that auguit and venerable Throne, which 
the peaceful Rainbow furrounds. Surrounds, 
as a Pledge of inviolable Fidelity, and infinite 
Mercy. 

Ye Storms and Tempeſts, which vex the Con- 
tinent, and tols the Seas; which daſh Navies on 
the Rocks, and drive Foreſts from their Roots. 


Fury, and whole Nod controuls You in your 

wildeſt Career. He, who holds the rapid and 
8 77: 

walks, dreadfully ſerene, on the very. \Vings.of 

tie Wind. HE went, all meek and gentle, like 


before her Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened noi 
his Mouth.—Thus, are we inſtructed to bear, 
wich decent Magnanimity, the various Ailaults of 
Adverſity; and to pats, with a becoming Lran— 
quility of Temper, through al the rude Blaſts of 
Murious Treatment, Thus, are We delivered 


D d 2 ) fron 


1 i/a. lit, g. Fuit tanquam ati ſuis, @ guoguiſque factam oeculiare!. 
ea As ſome flagitious and abanduncd Ire, from whom every Unc, 


lioully lid lis Face, 


He, whoſe Breath rouſes You into fuch refiitlels 
racing Hurricane in ſtreightened Reins; and 


Lamb to the Slaughter for Us; and, as a Sheep. 


Lanning ſuch a Charatter, and dilcla.m.ng lach an Aunt ance, 


— ————— —_— 
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from the unutterably ſiercer Storms, of incenſy 
and inexorable Juſtice; from the © Fire, . 
* Brimſtone, and the horrible Tempeſt, hit 
* will be the final Portion of the Ungodly.” 

Thou Peſttlence, that ſcattereſt Ten Thou fn 
Poiſons from thy baleful Wings; tainting the A. 
and infecting the Nations. Under whole malie 
nant Influence, Joy is blaſted, and Nature hs; 
ens; mighty Regions are depopulated, and on: 
crouded Cities are Jeft without Inhabitants. Hr 
who arms thee with inevitable Deſtruction, ar; 
bids thee march before“ his angry Countenanc: 
to ſpread Deſolation among the Tents of th. 
Wicked and be the Forerunner of far more ſear{i 
Indignation, HE, in his holy Humanity, ue 
arraigned as a Criminal; and, tho' Innocent 
itſelf, yea, the very Pattern of Perfection, 
condemned to die, like the moſt execrable Mi. 
creant. As a Nuiſance to Society, and the ver 
Bane of the public Happineſs, He was kurrn 
away to Execution, and hammered to the Gi 
bet.—That by his Blood, He might prepare af. 
vereign Medicine, to cure Us of a more fatal Di. 
temper, than the Peſtilence which walketh i 
Darkneſs, or the Sickneſs which deſtroyeth 
Noon-day. That he might himſelf ſay to our la 
* Enemy, © O Death, I will be thy Plaguc; 0 
Grave, 1 will be thy Deſtruction .“ 

HEAT; whoſe burning Influence parches tit 
Libyan Wilds; tans into Soot, the Et/hroptn 
Complexion; and makes every Species of Lis 
pant, and droop, and languiſh. Cold, whole it 
Breath glazes yearly the Rigſſian Seas; often giu* the 


frozel 


om 2 
* 


* Before him went the Peſiilence, IIab. iii. 3. 
T IIoſ. xi 14, 
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ſroven Sailor to the Cordage: and ſliſſens the Tra- 
Leller into a Statue of rigid Fleſh. —HE, who 
cines blends You both, and produces the 
oll egreeable Temperature; ſometimes, ſuffers 
ou to att ſeparately, and rage with intolerable 
Severity. That King of Heaven, and Countroul- 
Nero univerſal Nature, when dwelling in a Taber- 
Bcc of Clay, was expoſed to chilling Damps, 
and ſmitten by ſultry Beams. The Stars. in their 
Midnight Watches, heard him pray; andthe Sun, 
in his meridian Fervours, ſaw Him toil.— Hence 
are our frozen Hearts diſſolved, into a mingled 
flow, of Wonder, Love. and Joy: being contgi- 
ous of a Deliverance from thoſe unſufferable 
Flames, which, kindled by divine Indignation, 
hurn to the loweſt Hell. 

thou Ocean, vaſt World of Waters! He, who 
ſunk that capacious Bed for thy Reception, and 
poured the liquid Element into unſathomable 
Channels; before Whom all thy foaming Biltows, 
and floating Mountains, are as the ſmall Drop of 
a Bucket, Who, by the leaſt Intimation of his 
Will, {wells thy fluid Kingdoms, in wild Contuft- 
on, to mingle with the Clouds; or reduces them, 
2 calm Compoſure, to ſlumber on the Shores. 
He, ho once gave theea Warrant, to ov rwhelm 
he whole Earth, and bury all it's degenerate In- 
habitants in a watry Grave: but has, now laid 
an everlaſting Embargo on thy boiſterous Waves: 
al bound thee, all tierce and madding as thou 
art, in Chains ſtronger than Adamant, yet formed 


0: deipicable Sand. — Al the Waves of Vengeance 
and Wrath, of Tribulation and Anguiſh, pailed 
wer HIS crucified Body, and HIS agonizing 
dul. That we might emerge from thoſe Denen 
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of Miſery, from that Abys of Guilt, into which 
were plunged by Adam's fall, and more irretrie. 
vably ſunk by our own Tranſgreſſhons. That, 3 
the laſt, we might be reſtored to that hayy: 
World, which1s repreſented, in the Viſion of Gy 
as having © no Sea*®;” to denote it's perpeui 
Stability, and undiſturbed Serenity. 

Ye Mountains, that overlook the Clouds, ani 
project a Shade into diſtant Provinces. Everl. 
ing Pyramids of Nature, not to be ſhaken by co 
flicting Elements; not to be {ſhattered by the Bolt 
of Thunder; nor impaired even by the Ravages 
Time—Ile, who bid your Ridges riſe ſo high, 
and your Foundation ſtand ſo falt. He, in who, 
Scale, You ore lighter than Duſt; in whoſe Eye 
You are leſs than nothing. —-HE, ſunk beneath! 
Load of Voes; Woes inſupportable, but not hi 
own; when He took our Iniquities upon Hin- 
ſelf, and heaved thee more than mountainous 
Burden from a guilty World. 

Le verdant Woods, that crown our Hills, and 
are crowned yourſelves with leaty Honours. Ye 
humble Shrubs, adorned, in Spring, with opening 
Bloſſoms; and fanned, in Summer, by gentle 
Gales. Ye, that in diſtant Climes, or in cult: 
vated Gardens, breathe out ſpicy Odours, and 
embalm the Air with delightful Perfumes.—Your 
all-glorious and ever-bleſſed Creator's Head, wa 
incircled with the thorny Wreath; his Face was 
defiled with contumelious Spitting; and his Body 
bathed in a bloody Sweat. That We might wear 
the Crown, the Crown of Glory, which fadeth 
not away; and live for evermore, ſurrounded 
with Delights, as much ſurpailing yours, as v. 

EXCcca 


Rev. xxl. 1. 


D 
c 
1 


End amidſt the Pores of thy otherwiſe worthleſs 


A 

Ll 

4 
. 


F 


5 


A DESCANT UPON CREATION. 195 


xcced the rugged Deſolations of Winter. 


Thou mantling Vine; He who hangs on thy 


lender Shoots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty 
"Juſter. Who, under thy unornamented Foilage, 


Bough, prepares the Liquor—the refined and ex- 


lied Liquor, which chears the Nations, and ills 
Wile Cup of Joy. Tees, whole Branches are ele— 


vatcd and waving in Air; or diffuſed, in eaſy Con- 
finement, along a ſunny Wall. He, who bends 


Wou with a lovely Burden of delicious Fruits; 


whoſe genial Warmth beautifies their Rind, and 
mellows their Taſte. - HE, when voluntarily ſub- 
jekt to our wants, inſtead of being ee With 
your generous Juices, or regaled with your luſci- 
ous Pulp; hadalothſome Potion of Vinegar, ming- 
led with Gall, addreſſed tohis Lips. — That we 
might ſit under the Shadow of his Merits, with 
great Tranquility and the utmoſt Conplacency. 
That, ere long, being admitted 1ato the Paradiſe 
of God, We might eat of the Tree of Life“; and 
drink new Wine with Him, in his Father's Kingdom. 
Ye luxuriant Meadows; He who, without the 
Scedman's Induſtry, repleniſhes your irriguous 
Lap, with never-ſailing Crops of Herbage; and 
enamels their cheerful Green, with Flowers of 
every Hue—Ye fertile /telds; He, who bleſſes 
the Labours of the Huſbandman; enriches your 
well-tilled Plains with waving Harveſls, and calls 
lorth the Staff of Life from your Furrows. He, 
who cauſes both Meadows and Fields to laugh 
and ſing, for the Abundance ef Pleaty.—He was 
no Stranger to corroding Hunger, and dagen 
III. 


Ker, ii. 75 
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Thirſt. He, alaſs! eat the bitter Bread of W.. 
and had“ Plenteouſneſs of Tears to drink. — 
That we might partake of richer Daintics, tl 
thoſe which are produced by the Dew of Heat 
and proceed from the Fatnels ofthe Earth. Thi: 
we might feed on © the hidden Manna,” and cut 
the Bread which giveth Life, eternal Life, unty 
the World. 

Ye Mines, rich in yellow Ore, or bright with 
Veins of Silver; that diſtribute your ſhining Tres. 
{ures, as far as Winds can walt the Vellel of Con. 
merce; that beſtow your Alms on Monarchs, an 
have Princes for your Penſioners. Ve Beds d 
Gems, Toy-ſhops of Nature! which form, in dar: 
Retirement, the glittering Stone. Diamonds 
that ſparkle with a brilliant Water; Rubies, that 
glow with a crimſon Flame: Emeralds, dipped in 
the freſheſt Verdure of Spring; Sapphires, deck. 
ed with the faireſt Drapery of the Sky: 7oþa: 
cmblazed with the golden Gleam; Amethyſt, im- 
purpled with the Bluines of the Morning. Ile. 
who tinctures the metallic Duſt, and conlolidatc 
the lucid Drop; HE, when ſojourning on Earth, 
had no Riches, but the Riches of diſintereſted B.- 
nevolence; had no Ornament, but the Ornamen 
of unſpoited Purity. Poor he was in his Circum. 
ſtances, and mean in all his Accommodation, 
that WE might be rich in Grace, ard “ obtain 
“ Salvation with eternal Glory.” That We. 
might inhabit the new Jeruſalem : that ſplendid 
City! Whole Streets are paved with Gold; whot 
Gates are formed of Pearl; and the Walls gas 
niſhed with all manner of precious Stones“. 
Le guſhing Fountarns, that irickle potable 5! 


* 


v 


Rev. Axzi. 19, 21. 
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er through the matted Graſs. Ye fine tranſpa- 
nt S/ reams, that glide, in cryſtal Waves, along 
our fringed Banks. Ye deep and ſtately Rivers, 
J wind and wander in your Courſe, to ſpread 
our Favours wider; that gladden Kingdoms in 
our Progreſs, and augment the Sea with your 
ribute.— He, who ſupplies all your Currents, 
om his own ever-flowing and inexhauſhble Li- 
erality: He, when his Nerves were racked with 
xquiſite Pain, and his Blood wnflamed by a raging 
ever, cried, I THIRST: and was denied (unpar- 
leled Hardſhips!) in this his great Extremity, 
23 denied the poor Refreſhment of a ſingle Drop 
{ Water—That We, having all Sufficiency in all 
kings, might abound to every good Work; 
ht be filled with the Fulneis of ſpritual Bleſ- 
ugs Here, and Hereafter be ſatisfied with that 
ulneſs of Joy, which is at God's right Hand for 


vermore. . 


reſſed in gloſſy Plumage; who wake the Morn, 
id ſolace the Groves, with your artleſs Lays.— 
tmitable Architects! Who, without Rule or 
ne, build your penſile Structures, with all the 
icety of Proportion. You have each his com- 
odlious Neft, roofed with Shades, and lined with 
Varmth, to protect and cheriſh the callow 
100d,—But He, who tuned your Throats to 
larmony, and taught You that curious Skill; 
© was a Man of Sorrows, and had not where to 


y bis Head, Had not where to lay his Head, 


the filent Grave.—That We, dwelling under 
e Wings of Omnipotence, and reſting in the Bo- 
mn of infinite Love, might ſpend in harmonious 
Ee Eten 


Ye Birds, chearful Tenants of the Bough, daily 


he felt the Pangs of Diſſolution, and was laid 


| 
U 
g 
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Eternity, in“ ſinging the Song of Moſes andy 
% the LAM B.“ 

BEES, induſlrious Workmen! That fuer 
with buſy Wing, the flowery Garden: and ſear 
theblooming Heath; and ſip the mellifluous Dew 
Strangers to Idlenefs! That ply, with inceſſay 
Aſſiduity, your pleoſing Taſk; and ſuffer 9 
opening Bloflom to bal unexplored, no ſunny 
Gleam to {lip away unimproved, Moſt ingenizy 
Artificers! That cling to the fragrant Buds: dn 
them of their treaſured Sweets; and extract (| 
may ſo ſpeak) even the oderiferous Souls of Hertz 
and Plants, and Flowers.—You, when uu hatt 
compleated your Work; have collected, refine 
and ſecurely lodged the ambroſial Stores: when 
you might reaſonably expect the peacetul Fruitior 
of your Acquiſitions ; You, alas! are barbaroul 
deſtroyed, and leave your hoarded Delicacies u 
others: leave them to be enjoyed by your ven 
Murderers, I cannot but pity your hard De 
tiny !—How then ſhould my Bowels melt wit 
Sympathy. And my eyes flow with Tear? 
when I remember, that thus, ts it fared wit 
your and our incarnate Maker! After a Life, 6 
the moſt Examplary and exalted Piety ; a Lit 
filled with Offices of Beneficence, and Labours6 
Love; HE was, by wicked Hands, crucified aut 
ſlain. He left the Honey of his Toil, the Baln 
of his Blood, and the Riches of his Obedience, i 
be ſhared among Others: to be ſhared even amo! 
Thoſe, who too often crucify Him afreſh, al 
put him to open Shame. ol 

Sha 


* Can'ſt thou, ungrateful Man, his Torments ſee, 


Not drop a tear for HIM, who pour'd kis blood for thee ? 
Pirr's Poi! 
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4 Shall I mention the Animal“, which ins her 
pft, her ſhining, her exquiſitely fine ſilken 
hread? Whoſe matchleis Manufactures lend an 
raament to Grandeur, and make Royalty itſelf 
zore magnificent.—dShall I take Notice of the 
ell, in which when the Gaiety and Buſineſs of 
iſe are over, the little Recluſe immures herſelf, 
nd ſpends the Remainder of her Days in Retire- 


eh, 
Teh 
i, 
lan 

10 
nm 
100 


ent? — Shall 1 rather obſerve the Sepulchre, 
(if hich, when cloyed with Pleaſure and weary of 
erdt 


e World, {he ay ads for her own Interment ? 
l 


barer how, when a ſtated Period is elapſed, She 
nelFakes from a death-like Inactivity; breaks the 
hen cloſure of her Tomb; throws off the duſky 


hroud ; aſſumes a new Form; puts on a more 
mptuous Array; and, from an Inſect creeping on 
e Ground, becomes a winged Inhabitant of the 
r!—No: this is a poor Reptile; and therefore 
nworthy to ſerve as an Illuſtration, when any 


1t10n 
ouly 
CS 10 

ven 


Del 


u bharacter of the Son of God comes under Conſi— 
ration. But let me correct myſelf. Was not 
wi hrut (to uſe the Language of his own bleiled 
ſe, 0: PSs tes: Spirit) 
Lit 


No one, I hope, will be offendd at my introducing, on ſuch an oc 
urs 0 


d and 
Baln 


in leem io lend me the Sanciion of their ſacred Authority. As they 
lain not to compare the bleſied Jeſus to e Door, a Highway, &. And 
1 0 6 F N ; "2-80 . . 

aps all Compariſons, which reſpect a Being of tnjinute Diguity, are 


4 4 - + b 
ce, only mean, but equally mean end unworthy. 
mon! lam ſenſible, like wie, that in this Paragraph, and ſome others, all the 


i 7p i . : . l 
nculars, the Reddition aulwers to the Deſcription; this, 1 trußt, will 


afſicient for my Put pose, and ſatis factory to my Readers.—Perhans 

ould be no miſtaken caution. to apply che ſame Obſcrvauon to mary 

the beautiful limilitudes, Parables. and Allegories, uſed by our Loan; 
u as the brazen Serpent, the unjuſt Steward, the Thief in the Night. 
Which, if ſcrupulouſly fified, or rigorouſly ſtrained, Cor an 1ntirg 

neidence in every Circumſtance, muſt appear h great Difadyvanta , 
lead into palpable Inconvenienzes. | 


ccumltances are not completely correſpondent. But if, in ſome grand 


on, Creatures of ſo low a rank, Since, even the Volumes of Inſgi- 


e 636 
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Spirit) a Worm, and no Man*? In Appearang 
ſuch, and treated as ſuch.—Did not he alſo he 
queath the fine Linen of his own moſt peter 
Righteouſneſs, to compoſe the Marriage-Ga; 
ment + for our difarrayed and defiled Souls? D. 


=" 


ki, 


* Pſalm xx11. 6. 
＋ This, and ſeveral other Hints, interſperſed in this work, ref-r hb 
active and paſſive Righteonſneſs of CHRIST, imputed to Believen, {; 
their Juſtification, Which, in the opinion of many great Expoſitor, 
the myſtical and moſt ſublime meaning of the Wedaing Garment, lo 
re and forcibly recommended by the Teacher ent from Ge 

latt. xx11. xi, A Doctrine, which ſome of thoſe, who honour my M. 
ditations with a Peruſal, probably may not receive wich much, if 4. 
Approbation. I hope, the whole Performance will not be caſhier, t: 
one Difference in Sentiment. And I beg, that the Sentiment itſelf 
not haſtily be rejected, without a ſerious hearing. For, I have the ks 
ſure of being intimately acquainted with a Gentleman of good Leue, 
and diltinguiſhed Senſe, who had once as ſtrong propotitions agaiul i 
Tenet, as can well be imagined. Yet now, He not only admit 2 
Truth; but embraces it as the Joy of his Heart; and cleaves to it, wi 
Rock of his Hopes. 
A clear and cogent Treatiſe, intitled Submiſſion to the Righteo, neſs 
God, was the Inlirument of removing his Prejudices, and reducing hi 
to a better Judgement, —In which he has been happily confirmed by ts 
Authority of the moſt illuſtrious Names, and the Works of the mw! ew 
nent Pens, that have ever adorned our Church and Nation. In this n 
ber are, Biſhop Jewel, one of our great Reformers ; an the other vet 
rable Compilers of our Homilies—Archbiſhop Uſher, that Oracle ot 
verſal Learning—Biſhop Hall, the devout and {prightly Orator cl“ 
Age—the copious and fervent Biſhop Hopkins —the fingularly goo! 13 
unaffetied Biſhop Beveridge—that everlaſling Honour of the Bens“ 
Tudicature, Lord Chief Juſtice Hales—the nervous, florid, and pets 
{ive Dean Stanhope—the prattical and perſpicuous Mr. Durkit—0% 
ſummon no other Evidence, that matchleſs Genius Milton; wiio, in , 
ous Parts of his divine Poem, inculcates this.comfortable Truth; and, * 
one Paſſage, repreſents it under the very ſame Image, which is made us 
of above. Book X. |, 222, | I 
I had almoſt forgot to mention that the Treatiſe, intitled SA 
&c. was written by Mr. Benjamin Jenks—whoſe Book of Devot“ 
deſervedly paſſed through Eleven Editions; is truly aduirable 597 
Sublimity, Spirituality, and Propriety of the Sentiments; as welt 5" 
the conciſe Form, and pathetic Turn of the Exprethon, Whole ny 
of Mcditations, though no leſs worthy of general Acceptance, Mas, ford 


conſiderable Time, becn almoſl unkxuown and extintt, But 1 — 
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Ile not, before his Fleſh ſaw Corruption, emerge 
triumphant from the Grave ; and not only mount 
the lower Firmament, but aſcend the Heaven of 
Heavens; take poſſeſſion of thole ſublime 
Abodes, in our Name, and as our Forerunner? 
ve Cattle, that reſt in your incloſed Paſtures ; 
Ye Beaſts, that range the unlimited Foreſts; Ye 
fiſh, that rove through trackleſs Paths of the Sea. 
Sheep, clad in Garments, which when left by 
You, are wore by Kings. Kine, who ſeed on 
Verdure, which, tranſmitted in your Bodies, and 
ſtrained ſrom your Udders, furniſhes a Repall for 
Queens. Lions, roaring after your Prey; Levia-— 
than, taking your Paſtime in the great Deep; 
with all that wing the Firmament, or tread the 
Soil, or ſwim the Wave, He, who ſpreads his 
ever-hoſpitable Board ; who admits You all to be 
his continual Gueſts ; and ſuffers you to want no 
manner of Thing that is good. —HE was deſtitute. 
alllicted, tormented : He endured all that was mi- 
ſerable and reproachful ; in order to exalt a dege- 
nerate Race, who had debaled themſelve to a Le- 
vel with the Beaſts that periſh, unto Seats of diſ- 
unguithed and immortal Honour; in order to in- 
troduce 


rived, and is. lately republiſhed, in Two Octavo Volumes, by Mr. James 
Rivington, For which Service, He has my Thanks. I latter myſelf 
Ile will have the Thanks of the Public; as I am perſuaded, could Reli— 
gion and Virtue ſpeak, He would have their Acknowledgements alſo, 
duce few Treatices are more happily calculated, to repreſent Religion in 
ns native Beauty, and to promote the Intereſts of genuine Virtue. On 
„nich Account, I truſt, the Candid will excuſe me, and the Judicious 
walt not condemn me, even though the Recommendation of thoſe Devo- 
tons and of theſe Mcd:tations, may appear to be a Digreſhion from my 
Subject. | 

8 N. B. Should the Reader be inclined to exomine the Gore mentioned 
Tenet, he will find i, ſlated, aifcufed, and ahi to its due [Improves 
went, in a Piece intitled TRERUON and Asr As, and advertiſed at the 
be in⁰i¼ of this Her. 
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troduce the Slaves of Sin, and Heirs of Hell, into 
Manſions of conſummate and everlaſting Bliſs. 
Surely, the Contemplation of ſuch a Subject, 
and the diſtant Anticipation, of ſuch a Hope, may 
almoſt turn Earth into Heaven, and make even 
inanimate Nature vocal with Praiſe. Let it, then, 
break forth from every Creature. Let, the mean- 
eſt feel the inſpiring Impulſe ; let the grealęſt ac- 
knowledge themſelves unable, worthily to expreſs 
the ſtupendous Gooanels. | 1 
Praiſe HIM, ye Inſects that crawl on the 
Ground; who, tho' high above all Height, hum- 
bled himſelf to dwell in Duſt.—Brrds of the Air, 
wait on your wings, and warble in your Notes, 
HIS Praiſe; who, tho' Lord of the celeſtial 
Abodes, while ſojourning on Earth, wanted a 
Shelter commodious as your Neits. Ye rougher 
World of Brutes, join with the gentle Songſters 
of the Shade, and howl to HIM your hoarle Ap- 
plauſe ; who breaks the Jaw-Bones of the infernal 
Lion; who ſoftens into Mildnels the ſavage Dil- 
1 and bids the Wolf lie down, in amica- 
le Agreement with the Lamb. Beat out ye 
Hills; let broader Lows be reſponſive from the 
Vales ; ye Foreſts catch, and ye Rocks retain, the 
inarticulate Hymn; becauſe Meſhah the Prince 
feeds his Flock, like a Shepherd. He gathers the 
Lambs with his Arm; He carries them in his Bo- 
Jom; and gently leads thoſe that are with young“. 
— Wave, ye ſtately Cedars, in Sign of Worllp, 
wave your branching Heads to HIM; who meek- 
ly bowed his own, on the accurſed Tree. Plca- 
#ng Praſpects, Scenes of Beauty, where niceſt Art 
conſpires 


* Iſs. xl. 11. 
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conſpires with Iaviſh Nature, to form a Paradiſe be- 
low; lay forth all your Charms, conſeſs Vourſelves 
a mere Blank; compared with his Amiablenels, 
who is © faireſt among ten thouſand, and altogether 
lovely.” — Drop down, ye Showers ; and tellify, as 
you fall; teſtify of HIS Grace, which deſcends 
more copioufly than the Rain, diſtils more ſweetly 
than the Dew. Let ſighing Gales breath, and 
murmuring Rivulets flow; breath and flow, in 
harmonious Conſonance to HIM; whoſe Spirit is 
far more reviving, than the cooling Breeze; who 
is Himſelf the Fountain of living Waters. 

Ye L:ghinings, blaze to HIS Honour; ye 
Thunders found HIS Praiſe ; while reverberating 
Clouds return the Roar, and bellowing Oceans, 
ropogate the tremendous Anthem. —Muteſt of 
Eras, add your ſilent Oratory, and diſplay 
the Triumphs of HIS Meeknels ; who, though he 
maketh the Clouds his Chariot, and treadeth 
upon the Waves of the Sea; though the Thun- 
der is his Voice, and the Lightning his Sword of 
Juſtice; yet, amidſt the moſt abufive and cruel 
injuries, was ſubmiſſive and liſted not his Hand, 
was dumb, and opened not his Mouth. Great 
Sourſe of Day, addreſs thy radiant Homage to a 
tar ſublimer Sun. Write, in all thy ample Round, 
with every lucid Beam, O! write a Teſtimony to 
HIM, who is the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory. 
ho is the Sun of Righteouſneſs to a ſinful 
World; and is riſen never to go down; is rilen, 
to be our everlalting Light.—Shine clear, ye 
Hes; look gay, thou Earth; let the Floods clan 
their Hands, and let every Creature wear a Smile: 
lor he cometh, the CREATOR himſelf cometh, to 
bc manifeſted in the Fleſh ; and with him comes 

x | Pardon, 


with diſtinguiſhed Hoſannas, hail the Redeemer. 
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Pardon, Peace, and Joy; every Virtue and all 
Felicity comes in his Train. Angels and Arc}. 
angels, let your Songs be of JESUS, and teach 
the very Heavens to echo with his adored and 
majeſtic Name. Ye behold Him, with greater 
Tranſports of Admiration, when you attended 
his Agony in the Garden, and ſaw him pro. 
trate on the Ground; than when you beheld uni- 
verſal Nature riſing at his Call, and ſaw the 
Wonders of his creating Might. Tune to loftieſt 
Notes your golden Harps, and waken Rapturez, 
unknown 2 even in heavenly Breaſts : while 
all that has Breath ſwells the Concert of Har- 
mony ; and all that has Being, unites in the Tri- 
bute of Praiſe. 

Chiefly, let Man exalt his Voice ; let Man, 


For Man, He was ſtretched on the racking Crols; 
for Man, He was conſigned to the gloomy Se- 
pulchre; for Man, he procured Grace unmea- 
furable, and Bliſs inconceivable. However d- 
ferent, therefore, in your Age, or more different 
in your Circumſtances, be unanimous, O Men, 
in magnifying a Saviour, who is no Reſpetter ot 
Perſons ; who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all.— 
Bend ye, Kings, from your Thrones of Ivory 
and Gold; in your Robes of imperial Purple, 
fall proſtrate at HIS Feet; who forſook a nobler 
Throne, and laid aſide more illuſtrious Enſigns 
of Majeſty ; that you might reign with God tor 
ever and ever.—Children of Poverty, meaneſt of 
Mortals (if any can be called Poor, who are thus 
enriched ; if any can be accounted mean, who are 
thus ennobled) ; rejoice, greatly rejoice, in God 


your Saviour, Who choſe to be indigent, Was 
| willing 
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4 


willing to be contemned; that you might be in— 
titled to the Treaſures, and be numbered with 
the Princes of Heaven.—Sons of Afiichon, though 
haraſſed with Pain, and inured to Anguith, O! 
change your Groans into Songs of Gratitude, 
Let no complaining Voice, no jarring String be 
heard, in the univerſal Symphony; but olonf 

the LAMB, even in the Fires.“ Who himſelf 


bore greater Torment, than you feel; and has 
promiſed you a Share in the Joy, which He in- 


will make your Reft eternal.—Men of koary Locks, 
bending beneath a Weight of Years, and tottering 
on the brink of the Grave; let CHRIST be vour 
Support, under all Infirmities ; lean upon Chriſt, 
as the Rock of your Salvation. Let his Name, 
his precious Name, form the laſt Accents, which 
quiver on Four pale expiring Lips.—And let 
this be the firſt, that liſps on your Tongues, ye 
tender Infants. Remember your Redeemer, in 
your earlieſt Moments. Devote the choice of 
your Hours, to the learning of his Will; and the 
Chief of your Strength, to the glorifying of his 
Name. Who, in the Perſection of Health, and 
the very Prime of Manhood, was content to be- 
come a motionleſs and ghaſtly Corpſe ; that You 
might be girt with the Vigour, and cloathed wath 
lie Bloom, of eternal Youth. _ 

Ye Shirils of juſt Men made perſec?, who are rc- 
leaſed from the Burden of the Fleſh; and freed 
Irom all the vexatious Solicitations of Corruption 
in Lourſelves; delivered from all the injurious 
Effects of Iniquity in others. ho ſojourn no 

Fi longer 


® Ia, xiv, 15. 


herits: who has made your Sufferings ſhort, and 
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longer in the Tents of Strife, or the Territories of 
Diſorder ; but are received into that pure, har. 
monious, holy Society, where every one acts yy 
to his amiable and exalted CharaQor ; where 
God himſelf is pleaſed gractoufly and immedi. 
ately to preſide ou find, not without plea. 
ling Aſtoniſhment, your hopes improved into ac. 
tual Enjoyment, and your Faith ſuperſeded by 
the Beatific Viſion. You feel all your former 
Shyneſs of Behaviour, happily loſt in the Over 
ſlowings of unbounded Love: and all your little 
Differences of Opinion, intirely bore down by 
Tides of invariable Truth. Bleſs, therefore, 
with all your inlarged Powers, bleſs His infinitely 
larger Goodneſs; who, when He had overcome 
the Sharpneſs of Death, opened the Gates of Pa- 
radiſe, opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all 
Generations, and to every Denomination of the 
Faithful. 
Ye Men of holy Converſation, and humble Tem- 
= think of HIM, who loved You, and waſhed 
ou from your Sins in his own Blood. Think of 
him, on your filent Couch; talk of him, in every 
ſocial Interview. Glory in his Excellencies; 
make your Boaſt of his Gbedience; and add, {ill 
continue to add, the Incenſe of a dutiful Lite, to 
all the Oblations of a grateful Tongue. IHN 
of all Believers, who go mourning under a Senſe 
of Guilt, and conflicting with the ceaſeleſs Affaults 
of Temptation ; put on your Sack-cloth, and ve 
gong with Gladneſs. Becauſe Jeſus, is as merci 
ul to hear, as He is mighty to help. Becauee, 
He is touched with the tendereſt ſympathlzung 
Concern, for all your Diltreſles. ; and He lives, 


ever Lives, to be your Advocate with the FAT Lie 
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Why then ſhould uneaſy Doubts ſadden your 
Countenances Why? ſhould deſponding Fears 
oppreſs your Soul? Turn, turn thoſe diſconſolate 
Sighs into cheerful Hymns; ſince you have his 
powerful Intercęſſion, and his ingſtimable Merits, 
to be your Anchor in all Tribulations, to be your 
Paſſport into eternal Bleſſedneſs. 

Moſt of all, Ye Minzſters of the Sanctuary, 
Heralds commiſhoned from above ; liſt, every 
One, his Voice like a Trumpet, and loudly pro- 
claim the Redeemer. Get ye up, Ye Amballa- 
dors of Peace, get ye up into the high Mountains; 
and ſpread far ard wide the Honours of the 
LAMB, © that was ſlain, but is alive for ever- 
more.” Teach every ſacred Roof, to reſound 
with his Fame ; and every human Heart, to glow 
with his Love. Declare, as far as the Force or 
Words will go, declare the inexhauſtible Fulneſs 
of that great Atonement ; whole Merits are com- 
menſurate with the Glories of the Divinity“. 
Tell the finful Wretch, what Pity yearns in Imma- 


7.8 - nuels, 


If in this Place and others, I have ſpoken magnificently of the Blood 
of Chriſt, and it's inſuperable Efficacy to expiate Guilt 3 I think, it is no 
more than is expreſſed, in a very celebrated Hymn; written by one of 
the greateſt Wits, who had alſo been one of the greateſt Libertines, and 
afterwards commenced one of the moſt remarkable Penztents, in France. 
A Hymn, which even Mr. Bayle confelles to be a very fine one; which 
another great Critic calls an admirable one; and which a Genuis ſuperior 
to them both, recommends as a noble one. (See Spett, Vol. 7. No. 51.) 

The Author, having acknowledged his Crimes to be, beyond Meaſure 
keinous, and almoſt beyond Forgiveneſs provoking :—ſo provoking as to 
render Tears from ſuch Eyes 3 and Prayers from ſuch Lips abo- 
minable —compoſes himſelf to ſubmit, without the leaſt repining Sentt- 


ment; to ſubmit, even with Praiſe and Adoration, to the moſt dreadful 


oom. Accordingly, he ſtands in reſigned Expectation of being Inllant- 
ly firut by the Bolts of Vengeance : but—with a Turn of Thought 
equally ſurprizing and ſprigktly; with a Faith properly founded, 
ud happily firm; He adds, 
Yet where! O where! can ev'n thy Thunders fall? 
Chriſt's Blood o'crſpreads and ſhields me from them 807, 
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nuel's Bowels; what Blood he has ſpilt, what 
Agonies he has endured, what Wonders he has 
wrougnt, for the Salvation of his Enemies. Invite 
the Indigent, to become rich ; intreat the Guilty, 
to accept of Pardon ; becauſe, with the crucified 
Jzsus is plenteous Redemption, and All-ſuſhet. 
ency to ſave.— While you, placed in confpicu- 
ous Stations, pour the joyful Sound; may I, as 
I ſteal through the Vale of humble Life, catch 
the pleaſing Accents! For me, the Author of 
all Bleſſings became a Curſe: for me, his Bones 
were diſlocated, and his Fleſh was torn: He 
hung, with ſtreaming Veins, and an agonizing 
Soul, on the Croſs for me. O! may IJ, in my 
Iittle Sphere, and amidſt the ſcanty Circle of my 
Acquaintance, at leaſt whiſper thoſe glad tranſ- 
porting Tidings; whiſper them from my own 
Heart, that they may ſurely reach, and {weetly 
penetrate theirs. 

But, when Men and Angels raiſe the grand 
Hymns; when all Worlds, and all Beings, add 
their collective Acclamations ; this full, fervant, 
and univerlal Chorus, will be fo znferzor to the 
Riches of the RepermeRr's Grace; fo ua; oe 
onate to the Magi:ificence of his Glory; that it 
will ſeem but to debaſe the unutterable Subject, it 
attempts to exalt. The loud Hallelujah, will az 
away, in the ſolemn mental Eloquence of proſtrate, 
rapturous, ent Adoration, 


O Goodneſs infinite | Goodneſs tmmenſe l 
And Love that paſſeth Knowledge! Wordsarevam; 
Language is loſt in Wonders ſo divine. 


-F Come then, expre{ſeue SILENCE, muſe his Praiſe.” 


CONTEMPLATIONS 


ON THE 


* 


Night is fair Virtue's immemorial Friend ; 
The Conſcious Moon, through ev'ry diſtant Age, 
Has held a Lamp to Wiſdom, 

| Night-Thoughts, No. V, 
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PAUL ORCHARD, 
O F 


Stoke- Abbey, in Devonſhire, Eſq. 


Dear SIX, 


S your honoured Father was pleaſed to make 
choice of metoanſwerin your Name at the Font, 
and to exerciſe a ſort of Guardianſhi over your 
ſpirtual Intereſts; permit me, by prong thele lit- 
le Treatiſes into your Hand, to fulfil ſome Part 
of that ſolemn Obligation. 

GRATITUDE for many ſignal Favours, and a 
conſcientious Regard to my Rcred Ehgabemene, 
have long ago inſpired my Breaſt with the warm- 
eſt Wiſhes, both for your true Digni/y, and real 
Happineſs, Nor can I think of a more endearing, 
or a more effectual way, of advancing either the 
one or the other, than to ſet before you a Sketch 
ot your excellent Father's Charattor.—llluitrious 
Examples are the molt winning Incitements to 
Virtue. And none can come attended with ſuch 
particular Recommendation to You, Sir, as the 


derive your very Being. 

A moſt cordial, WP reverential Eſteem for the 
Divine Word, was one of his remarkable Qualities. 
Thoſe Oracles of Heaven was his principal De- 


light 


Pattern of that worthy Perſon, from whom you 
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light, and his inſeparable Companions. Your 
Gardens, your ſolitary Walks, and the Hedges of 
our Fields can Witneſs“, with what an unweari. 
ed Aſſiduity He exerciſed himſelf in the Law of 
the Lord. From hence He fetched his Maxims ot 
Wiſdom, and formed his judgment of Thingz, 
The ſacred Precepts, were the Model of his Tem 
per, and the guide of his Life; while the preci- 
ous Promiſes, were the Joy of his Heart, and his 
Portion forever. 
IM PROVING Company was another of his moſt 
reliſhing Pleaſures. Few Gentlemen were better 
furniſhed, either with Richneſs of Fancy, or Co- 
piouſneſs of Expreſſion, to bear a ſhining Part in 
Converſation. With theſe Talents, He always 
: endeavoured to give ſome /h, generally ſome 
religious, Turn to the Diſcourſe Nor did he 
ever reflect, with greater Complacency, on his ſo- 
cial Hours, than when they tended to glorify the 
Eternal Majeſty ; and to awaken, in Himſelf and 
others, a more lively Spirit of Devotion. 

Io project for the Good of Others, was his fre- 
quent Study, and to carry theſe benovelent Con- 
trivances into Execution, his favourite Employ, 

When viſited by the young Perſons of the Netg!- 
bourhood, far from taking an ungraceful Pride to 
initiate them in a Debauchery, or confirm them 

in a riotous Habit; it was his inceſſant Aim, by 
finely-adapted Perſwaſives, to encourage them N 
Induſtry, and eſtabliſh them in a Courſe ol Sob72e'y; 
to guard them againſt the Allurements of Vice, 
and animate them with the Principles of Piety. 
A noble Kind of Hoſpitality this! Which wil 
N | prabablj 


* Joſh, xxiv. 27. 
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robably tranſmit it's beneficial Influence to their 
earthly Poſſeſſions; to their future Families; and 
even to their everlaſting State. 

A Conviction of human Indigence, and a tho- 
rough Perſuaſion of the Divine All-ſufficiency, 
induced him to be frequent in Prayer, To pro- 
ſtrate himſelf, in profound Adoration, before 
that infinitely exalted Being, who dwells in Light 
maccelhþle, was Ats Glory; to implore the Con- 
unuance of the Almighty Favour, and the In- 
creaſe of all Chriſtian Graces, was his Gaim. In 
thoſe Moments, no doubt, he remembered You, 
dir, with a particular Earneſtneſs; and lodged 
many an ardent Petition in the Court of Heaven, 
for his infant Son. Ceaſe not to ſecond them 
with your own devout Supplications, that they 
may deſcend upon your Head, © in the Fulneſs 
of the Bleſſings of E 4a Goſpel of Peace.” 

To give their genuine Luſtre to all his other 
Endowments, he was careful to maintain an 
humble Mind. Though his Friends might admire 
his ſuperior Abilities, or his Acquaintance ap- 
plaud his exemplary Behaviour, he ſaw how for 
he lell ſhort of the Mark of his high Calling: 
law and lamented his Deſects: ſaw, and renoun- 
ced himſelf: relying, for final Acceptance, and 
endleſs Felicity, on a better Righteouſneſs than 
lis own; even on the tranſcendently perſect 
Righteouſneſs, and inconceivably precious Death, 
ol Jeſus, the Redeemer. This was the Rock of 
lis Hope, and the very Crown of his Rejoicing. 

Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
ntteriſtics of your deceaſed Parent. As you had 
the Misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a Relative, 
before you was capable of forming any Acquain- 
ance with his Perſon ; I flatter myſelf, you will 
G g | the 


_— ——— — POD tp 


- _ — - 
— — — — H— 
— 


— » ws _— a. & 
- = = — — Mu. O_o 2 
— D 


kT 

1 

* 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
A 
' 
4 
* 
l 
d 
4 
q 


—— > — 


= 
rota 


- — _ 
—— — — 
: — MC, 
— 2 
== af tae a - 


— —— —— . N _ 
— 4 wa 
.- _—  — — 
O 3 * 
7 S _w S-- S by - - HY —_ — 
— Bs 277 ——- 


exiv D E DICATION. 


the more attentively obſerve his Picture. Thi 
His moral Picture; deſigned not to be ſet in Gold, 
or ſparkle in Enamel, but to breathe in your 
Spirit, and to live in all your Condudt.— Which 
though it be entirely your own, calculated purel 
for yourſelf, may poſſibly, (like Family Pieces in 
your Parlour, that glance an eye upon as many az 
enter the Room) make ſome pleaſing and uſeful 
impreſſion on every Beholder.—May every one, 
charmed with the beautiful Image, catch it's Re. 
ſemblance ; and each, in his reſpective Sphere, 
go and do likewiſe.” — 

But, You, Sir, are peculiarly concerned ty 
copy the amiable Original. As the Order of an 
indulgent Providence, has made you Heir of the 
affluent Circumſtances ; let not a gay and thought 
leſs Inadvertance, cut you off from the 7:c/er | 
heritance, of thefe noble Oualihcations.—Thele 
will be your Sccurity, amidſt all the glittering 
Dangers ; which are infeparable from bloomin 
Years, and an elevated Situation in Life. These 
are your Path, your ſure and only Path, to trug 
_ Greatneſs, and folid Happineſs. —Tread in the: 
Steps, and you cannot fail to be the darling 6 
your Friends, and the Favourite of Heaven 

read in theſe Steps, and you will give ines 
preſſible Joy to one of the beſt of 9 yo 
will become an extenſive Bleſſing to your Fellow 
Creatures; and which, after ſuch moſt engaging 
Motives, is ſcarce worthy to be ee dee. yot 
will be the Delight, the 1 and the Boalt o 

Dear SR, 
Your very aſfectionate Godfather, 
And moſt faithful humble Servant. 
JAuESs HERVEY 


Welton Favell, near Northampton, 
July 14, 1747. | 
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ö E have already exerciſed our Speculations, on 
the Tombs and Flowers ; ſurveying Nature 
covered with the deepeſt Horrors, and arrayed in 
the richeſt Beauties, Allegory taught many 75 
the Objects to ſpeak the Language of Virtue; while 
Imagination Lent her Colouring, to give the Leſ- 
"ms an engaging Air. And this with a View of 
imitating that Divine Inſtruttor ; who commyſnoned 
the Lily*, in her luer Suit, lo remonſtrate in the 
far of unbelteving Reaſon : Who ſent his Diſci- 
ples (Men ordained to teach the Univerſe) to learn 
Maxims of the laſt Importance, from the moſt in- 
honificant Bird, that wander through the Paths 
of the Arr ; from the very meaneſt Herbs*, that 
are ſcatterea over the Face of the + Ground. 
Em- 


Matt. vi. 26, 28, 29, go. 

+ Celebrated Writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, Thucydides and 
Livy, are obſerved to have a Stile peculiar to themſelves, - Now, who- 
erer conſiders the Diſcourſes of Chriſt, will find Him diſtinguiſhing 
Himſelf by a Stile, which may properly be called HIS OWN. Majeſtic, 
ret familiar; happily uniting Dignity with Condeſcenſion: it confilts, 
n teaching his Followers the ſublimeil Truths, by ſpiritualiſing on the 
ot common Occurrences. Which, beſides its being level to the loweit 
\pprehenfions 3 and admirably adapted to ſteal into the moſt inattentive 
Heart; is accompanied with this moſt lingular Advantage, That it turns even 
e Sphere of Buſineſs into a School ef Inſtruction; and renders the molt 
Ilinary Objekts a Set of Monitors, ever loliciting our Regard, becauſe 
er preſent to our Senſes, —co that, I believe, it. may be ſaid of this 
able Method, in which our Lord conveyed ; as well as of that power- 
but Energy, which attended his Doctrines. That never Man ſpake like 
ts Man. — The Harveſt approaching, He reminds His Diſciples of a 
u more important Harveſt, John iv, 95. Mart. xi. 39. when iminor- 
i Beings {hall be reaped from the Grave, and gathered in from all the 
Eaters of the Earth: when every human Creature ſhall ſuſtain the 
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fort of the two remaining Eſays, which exhiji 


CCXxvVI PR EFA UE. 
Emboldened by the kind Acceptance of the pri- 


ceding Shetches, I beg leave to confide in the ſyn; 
Benevolence of Taſte, for the Protection and Sy. 


a Proſpect of a ſtill Life, and grand Operation: 
which moralize on the moſt compoſed, and mu 
magnificent Appenrances of Ing. In which, 
Fancy ts again ſuffered to introduce her Imagery; 
but only as the Handm aid of Truth: in order ty 
arefs her Perſon, and diſplay her Charms ; to «©. 
gage the Attention, and wm the Love, even. of the 
Gay, and of the Faſhionable. Which ts more like) 
to be effected, by forming agreeable Pictures (| 
Nature, and dertving iyſtructive Obſervations: 
than by the labortous Method of long-deduced .. 
guments, or cloſe connected Reaſonings.—T he Con. 
templations of the Heavens and the Earth, of thi 
admirable Properties and beneficral Hanges, ha 
always afforded the moſt exalted Grattfication, (y 
the human Mind. In compliance with this pre- 
vailing Taſte, I have drawn my fertous Adnan! 
lions from the ſtupendous Theatre, and varicgate 
Scenery of the Univerſe. That the Reader mu 
learn lus Duty from his very Pleaſures mu 
gather Wiſdom, mingled with Virtue, from td 
moſt refined Entertainments, and nobleſt Delights 


Character of valuable Wheat, or deſpicable Tares ; and accordingly b 
lodged in Manſions of everlaſting Security, or conſigned over 19! 
Rage of unquenchable Fire.—In his Charge to Fijhermen, when they a 
commencing Preachers, Matt. iv. 19. He exhorts them, conformably | 
the Nature of their late Occupation, to uſe the ſame Aſſiduity and A 
dreſs in winning Souls, as they were wont to exerciſe in catching the fm 
Prey.—For the farther Hiloffration of this no leſs uſeful, than cue 
Subject, I would refer my Reader to a valuable Note in Sir Ya 


ton's Obſervation's on the Prophecies; p. 148. 4to Edition. 


Th 
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The Evxtninc, drawing her Sables over the 
World, and gently darkening into NIGHT, is a 
Seaſon n proper for ſedate Conſidera- 
tion. All Circumſtances concur to huſh our Paſ- 
ſions, and ſooth our Cares; to tempt our Steps 


abroad, and prompt our thoughts to ſerious 
Reflection. 


Then is the Time, | 
For thoſe whom Wiſdom, and whom Nature charm, 
To Real themſelves from the degen'rate Croud, 

And ſoar above this little Scene of Things; 

To tread low-thoughted Vice beneath their Feet; 

To ſooth the throbbing Paſhons into Peace; 

Aud woo long Quiet in her filent Walks*, 


The Favour I would ſolicit for the fir/? of the 

following Compoſitions, is, that it may be per- 
mitted to attend in ſuch retired and contemp— 
lative Excurſions. To attend, if not under the 
Character of a Friend; at Jeaſt in the humble Ca- 
pacity of a Servant, or a Page :—as a Servant, 
to open the Door of Meditation, and remove 
every Impediment to thole beſt Exerciſes of the 
Mind ; which blend Advantage with Amuſement, 
and improve while they delight: —as a Page, to 
gather up the unſtable, fluctuating Train of Fancy; 
and collect her fickle Powers into a conkſiiient, 
regular, and uſeful Habit of Thinking. 

The other, converſant among the larry Regions, 
would lead the Imagination through thoſe beau- 
tiful Tratts of unclouded Azure; and point out 
to the Judgment ſome of thole aſtoniſhing Parti- 
culars, which ſo eminently ſignalize the Celeſtial 


Worlds. A Proſpect this, to which Curioſity at- 


* Tuous. Autumn, I. 973. laſt Edit. 
Sr tracts 
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tracts our Eyes, and to which Scripture itſelf 
often directs our Study. A Proſpett beyond al! 
others moſt excellently calculated, to inlarge the 
Soul, and enoble it's Conceptions ;—to give the 


EcCxVIL 


| grandeſt Apprehenſions of the Everlaſting GOD, 


and create Sentiments of becoming Superiority, 
with relation to all tranſitory Intereſt; in a 
Word, to furniſh Faith with the ſureſt Founda- 
tion, for a ſteady Affiance, and true Magnanimity 
of Spirit; to afford Piety the ſtrongeſt Motives, 
both tor a lively Gratitude, and profound Vene- 
ration. 

While Gallo lifts his Tube, and diſcovers the 
prodigious Magnitude of thoſe radiant Orbs ;— 
while Newton meaſures their amazing Diſtances, 
and unites the whole Syſtem in harmonious Or- 
der, by the ſubtle Influences of Attraction, —1 
would only, like the Herald before that illuſtri— 
ous Hebrew“, proclaim at every Turn, © Bow 
* the Knee, Hes adore the Almighty Maker; 
% magnify his eternal Name, and make his Praiſe, 
„like all his Works, to be glorious,” 


Gen. xli. 43. 
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F100 


HE Buſineſs of the Day diſpatched, and the 

ſultry Heats abated, invited me to the Re- 
creation of a Walk. A Walk, in one of the 
fineſt receſſes of the Country: and in one of the 
moſt pleaſant Evenings, which the Summer-Seaſon 
produced. | 

The Limes and Elms, uniting their Branches 
over my Head, formed a verdant Canopy, and caſt 
a moſt refreſhing Shade. Under my Feet lay a 
Carpet of Nature's Velvet; Graſs intermingled 
with Moſs, and embroidered with Flowers. ei- 
lamines, in Conjunction with Woodbines, twined 
around the Trees; diſplaying their artleſs Beau- 
tes to the Eye, and diffuſing their delicious 
Sweets through the Air. On either Side, the 
Boughs, nas. f into a Set of regular Arches, 
opened a View into the diſtant Fields, and pre- 
lented me with a Proſpect of the bending Skies. 
The little Birds, all joyous and grateful for the 
Light, were paying their Acknowledgments in a 
[Tribute of Harmony, and ſoothing themſelves to 
Reſt with Songs, While a French-Horn from a 

| neigh- 


fignal Victory, over the united Forces of inteſtine 


met the Aſſaſſin with his Dagger: or have been 
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neighbouring Seat, ſent it's melodious Accent, 
ſoftened by the Length of their Paſſage, to com- 
plete the Concert of the Grove. 

Roving in this agreeable Manner, my Thought; 
were exerciſed on a Subject, ſtill more agreeable 
than the Sealon, or the Scene. I mean, our late 


Treaſon, and ſoreign Invaſion. A Victory which 
pours Joy through the preſent Age, and will 
tranſmit it's Influence to Generations yet unbory, 
—Are not all the Bleſhngs which can endear So. 
ciety, or render Life itſelf deſirable, centred in 
our preſent happy Conſtitution, and auſpicious 
Government? Were they not all ſtruck at, by 
that impious and horrid Blow, meditated at Rome; 
levelled by France; and ſeconded by factious 
Spirits at Home? Who then can be ere 
thankful, for the gracious Interpoſition of Pro- 
vidence ; which has not only averted the impend- 
ing Ruin, but turned it with aggravated Confuli- 
on, on the Authors of our Troubles? 
Methinks, every Thing valuable, which TI pot: 
ſeſs; every Thing charming which I behold; 
conſpire to enhance this ever-memorable Event. 
To this it is owing, that I can ramble unmolelted 
along the Vale of private Life, and taſte all the in. 
nocent Satisfattions of a contemplative Retirement. 
Had Rebellion“ ſucceeded in her deteſtable De- 
ſigns; inſtead of walking with Security and Com- 
placency in theſe flowery Paths, I might have 


obliged to abandon my Habitation ; and * em- 


* Referring to the Rebellion, ſet on Foot in the Year 1745.— Which. 
for ſeveral Months, made a very alarming Progreſs in the North-ut 


was happily extinguiſhed by the glorious and deciſive Victory at Cullode. 
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© hrace the Rock for a Shelter.” Farewel then 
ve fragrant Shades; Seats of Meditation, and 
calm Repoſe! I ſhould have been driven from 
vour loved Retreats, to make Way for ſome bar- 
barous, ſome inſulting Victor, —Farewel then, 
ye pleaſiizg Toils, and wholeſome Amufements 
of my rural Hours! 1 ſhould no more have 
reared the tender Flower to the Sun; no more 
have taught the Eſpalier to ns cy her Boughs ; 
nor have fetched, any longer, from my Bube 
Garden, the pureſt Supplies of Health. 

Had Rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable 
Deligns; inſtead of being regaled with the Muſic 
of the Woods, I might have been alarmed with 
the Sound of the Trumpet, and all the Thunder 
of War. Inſtead of being entertained with this 
beautiful Landſcape, I might have bcheld our 
Houſes ranſacked, and our Villages plundered ; 
| might have beheld our fenced Cities encom- 
paſſed with Armies, and our fruitful Fields 
* cloathed with Deſolation ;” or have been ſhock- 
ed with the more frightful Images, of © Garments 
rolled in Blood.” and of a Rufhan's Blade reek- 
mg from a Brother's Heart. Inſtead of Peace, 
with her chearing Olives, ſheltering our Abodes ; 
nliead of Juſtice, with her impartial Scale, ſecur- 
ing our Goods; Perſecution had brandiſhed her 


word, and Slavery clanked her Chains. 


Creatures of a groundleſs Panic. There are, in a 
feignbouring Wirf m who very lately expe- 
in all their Rigour*. And, if the 


enced them in a 
| H h malignant 


dee a Pamphlet intitled, Popery always the ſame, - Which contains a 
tative of the Perſecutions, and ſevere Hardſhips, lately ſuffered by 
| | the 


Nor are theſe Miſeries imaginary only, or the 
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malignant Spirit of Popery had forced itſelf into 
our Church; if an abjured Pretender had cut his 
Way to our Throne; we could have no Realon 
to expect a Mitigation of their Severity, on ou; 
Behalf.— But, ſuppoſing the tender Mercies of a 
bigoted Uſurper, to have been ſomewhat lel; 
cruel. Where, alaſs! would have been the En. 
couragement, to cultivate our little Portion; or 
what Pleaſure could ariſe, from an improved 
Spot; if both the one and the other lay, every 
Moment, at the Mercy of lawleſs Power? Thi 
imbittering Circumſtance would ſpoil their Re. 
liſn; and by rendering them a precarious, would 
render them a yoyle/s Acquiſition.—In vain, might 
the Vine ſpread her purple Cluſters ; in vain, be 
laviſh of her generous 3 if Tyranny, like 
a ravenous Harpy, ſhould be always hovering 
over the Bowl, and ready to ſnatch it from the 
Lip of Indultry, or to wreſt it from the Hand of 
Liberty. 

LIBERTY, that deareſt of Names; and Pos. 
Herty, that beſt of Charters ; give an additional, 
an inexpreſſible Charm, to every delightful Ob- 
ject.—See, how the declining Sun has beautifie 
the Weſtern Clouds; has arrayed them in Crim 
ſon, and ſkirted them with Gold. Such a Re 
finement of our domeſtic Bliſs, is Proper 
Such an Improvement of our public Privileges 
is Liberty. When the Lamp of Day ſhall with 
draw his Beams, there will {till remain the ſame 
Collection of floating Vapours; but O! bo 
changed, how gloomy ! The Carnation-Strew 


the Proteſtants, in the Southern Parts of France ; and cloſes with a mo! 
ſeaſonable, alarming, and ſpirited Addreſs. to the Inhabitants of Gre 
Britain. Printed 1746. Price 8d, | 

art 
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are faded ; the golden Edgings are wore away ; 
and all the lovely Tinges are loſt, in a leaden- 
coloured lowering Sadneſs. Such would be the 
Aſpect, of all theſe Scenes of Beauty, and all theſe 
Abodes of Pleaſure; if expoled continually to 
the Caprice of arbitrary Sway, or held in a State 
of abject or cringing Dependance. 

The Sun has almoſt finiſhed his daily Race, 


and lower; till his Chariot-wheels ſeem to hover 
on the utmoſt Verge of the Sky. What is ſome- 
what remarkable, the Orb of Light, upon the 
Point of ſetting, grows conliderably broader. 
The Shadows of Objects, juſt before they be- 
come blended in undiſtinguiſhable Darkneſs; are 
exceedingly lengthened®.—Like ' Bleſſings, little 
prized, while poſſeſſed: but highly eſteemed, the 
very Inftant they are preparing for their Flight: 
bitterly eee when once they are gone, and 
to be ſeen no more. 

The radiant Globe is, now, half immerſed 
beneath the duſky Earth. Or, as the ancient 
Poets fpeak, is ſhooting into the Ocean, and 
links in the Weſtern Sea.—And could I view 
tac Sea, at this juncture, it would yield a moſt 
amuſing and curious Spectacle. The Rays, 


triking horizontally on the liquid Element, give 
che Appearance of floating Glals ; or, reflected 
* many a different Direction, form a beautiful 
MF [ultiplicity of Colours, —A Stranger, as he walks 


dong the Sandy Beach; and, loſt in penſive At- 
k 


mol 


Hood; is agreeably alarmed by the gay Deco- 


Majoręſque cadunt altis de Montibus Umore, Vins. 
H h 2 \- rations 


and haſtens to the Goal. He deſcends lower 


tention, liſtens to the Murmurings of the reſtleſs 


——— ů — — - = 
. * r 
— 


8 * — _ * 
* 2 Aa EX a.m — —— — 
by — * = 42 e 
g — — oy 
- wr & 2 . A 
a . — 


— — — — — — 


— 
By — — oo 2 —— ———————ů —— — 1 2 —— — —— — n — 2 ot — — — — - -— — - 
—_ . > — m ä ” G 8 - — - ” — — — a 2 . 
— - — . 
— - > = — — 9 2 ” —— - > 
- S ws ũ ' — 9 — - = w — 
. 2 — 2 ome —— - - —— 1 * * — 
— —— — — — — — — — — - > — —— N —— — 
1 N p = — . -v 22 
— 2 - \ = — = a . 1 „ 8 * 2 o . 22 a 
. 
ws _ 8 * . 


— 


224 CONTEMPLATIONS 


rations of the Surface With Entertainment, and 
with Wonder, he ſees the curling Waves, here 
gliſtering with White, there glowing with Purple, 
in one Place, wearing an azure Tintture; in 
another, glancing a Caſt of undulated Green; 
in the Whole, exhibiting a Piece of fluid Scenery, 
that may vie with yonder penhl Tapeltries, 
though wrought in the Loom, and tinged with 
the Dyes of Heaven. 

While I am tranſported by Fancy to the Shore; 
of the Ocean, the great Luminary 1s ſunk beneath 
the Horizon, and totally diſappears. The whole 
Face of the Ground is overſpread with Shades; 
or with, what one of the fineſt Painters of Nature 
calls. a dun Olſcurity. Only a few very ſupe- 
rior Eminences are tipt with ſtreaming Silver. 
The Tops of Groves, and lofty Towers, catch 
the laſt Smiles of Day“; are "A irradiated by 
the departing Beams.—But, O! how traniient i 
the Diſtinction! how momentary the Gift ! Like 
all the Bleſſings, which Mortals enjoy below, it 
is gone, incl as ſoon as granted. See! how lan- 
guiſhingly it trembles on the leafy Spire; and 
glimmers, with a dying Faintneſs, on the Mou 
tain's Brow. The little Vivacity, that remains, 
decays every Moment. . It .can no longer hold 
it's Station. While I ſpeak, it expires ; and re 
ſigns the World to the gradual Approaches ol 


Night, 


Now Twilight grey 
Has in her ſober Ltv'ry all Things cladr, 


See this remarkable Appearance delicately deſcribed, and wrought 
into a Compariſon, which, in my Opinion, is one of tne moſt juſt, beaus 
tiful, and noble Pieces of lmagery, to be found in modern Poetry; Nigat 
Thoughts, No, II. p. 42. 4to Edit. | 

T ilt. Par. Loſt, B. IV. „ 598. 
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Every Object, a little while ago, glared with 
Light; but now, All appears under a more qua- 
lied Luſtre. The Animals harmonize with the 
inſenſible Creation; and what was gay in thoſe, 
as well as glittering in tlus, gives place to an 
univerſal Gravity: In the Meadows, all was 
jocound and ſportive: but now the gameſome 
Lambs, are grown weary of their Frolicks : and 
the tired Shepherd has impoſed Silence on tas 
Pipe. In the Branches, all was Sprightlinels 
and Song: but now the lively Green. is wrapt. 
in the e Glooms ; and no tuneful Airs 
are heard, only the plaintive Stock-do\e, cooin 
mournfully through the Grove.—Should I now 
be vain and trifling, the Heavens and the Earth 
would rebuke my unſeaſonable Levny ! There— 
fore, be theſe Moments devoted to Thoughts le- 
date, as the cloſing Day: Solemn, as the Face of 
Things. And, indeed, however my ſocial Hours 
are enlivened with innocent Pleaſantry; let every 
Evening, in her ſable Habit, toll the Bell to fe- 
rious Conſideration. Nothing can be more pro- 
per, for a Perſon who walks on the Borders of 
Eternity, and is haſtening continually to his final 
Audit; nothing more proper than daily to {hp 
away from the Circle of Amuſements, and fre- 
quently to relinquiſh the Hurry of Buſineſs, in 
order to conſider and adjuſt © the Things that 
belong to his Peace. 

Since the Sun is departed, from whence can 
it proceed, that I am not involved in pitchy Dark- 
nels? Whence theſe Remainders of diminiſhed 
Brightneſs ? Which, though ſcarcely forming a 
Refulgence, ſoften and ſooth the Horrors of 
Night. I ſee not the ſhining Ruler, yet am 


cheared 
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cheared, with a real, though faint Communication 
of his Splendor.— Does he remember Us, in his 
Progreſs through other Climes? Does he ſend a 
Detachment of his Rays to eſcort Us during his 
perſonal Abſence; or to cover (if I may uſe the 
Military Term) our Retreat from the e 
Action? Has he bequeathed Us a Dividend of 
his Beams, ſufficient to render our Circumſtance; 
caſy, and our Situation agreeable 2 Till Sleep 
pours its ſoit Oppreſſion on the Organs of Senſe; 
til! Slecp fuſpends all the Operations of our 
Hands; and intirely ſuperſedes any farther Occa. 
lion for the Light. 

No: it is ill judged and unreaſonable, to al. 
eribe this beneficent Conduct to the Sun. Not 
unto Him; not unto Him; bur unto his Almighty 
Haber We are obliged, for this pleaſing Atten- 
dant, this valuable Legacy. The gracious Au: 
thor of our Being, has ſo diſpoſed the Collection 
of c:ircumambient Air, as to make it prodnctive 
of this fine and wonderiul Effect. The Jun, Benn 
ſalling on the higher Parts of the ærial Fluid, in. 
ſtead of paſiing on in ſtrait Lines, are bent in- 
wards and conducted to our Sight. Their na- 
tural Courſe is over-ruled, and they are bidden 
to wheel about; on purpoſe to favour Us wid 
a welcome and ſalutary Viſit. - By which mean, 
ll the Bleſſing of Light, and the Seaſon of Buſinels, 
1 are conſiderably prolonged. And, what is a very 
endearing Circumſtance, prolonged moſt conſ- 
[ derably; when the vehement Heats of Summer 
incline the Student to poſtpone his Walk, till the 
_ temperate Evening prevails; when the important 
Labours of the Harveſt, call the Huſbandman 
abroad, before the Day is fully riſen. 1 

LC! 


. — 
-- 


— — 
—— •———U w — 
. 2 


__ — 


_ 
— O—— — — 


22 


n — 
— — 


— —_ — — — — — — 
2 


— — — oo 


— —— 


— E 4 2 
* 3 1 ORE — — ——— ͤ ́t1ü d̃ — 


— — 


- — 


— A 
F 
- Sint tofhk. cis 


— =_ _ 
- 


ec A Sw AF AS 


— — 


* — 


22 


——_— 


* 
4® 


ON THE NIGHT. 227 


After all the Ardors of the ſultry Pay, how re- 
viving is this Coolneſs/ This gives new Verdure 
to the fading Plants; new Vivacity to the wither- 
ing Flowers; and a more exquiſite Fragrance to 
their mingled Scents.—By this, the Air alſo re- 
ceives a new Force, and is qualified to exert 1t- 
ſelf with greater Activity. Qualified to brace our 
Limbs; to heave our Lungs; and co-operate, 
with a briſker Impulſe, in perpetuating the Cir— 
culation of our Blood, — This I might call the 


grand Alembic of Nature; which diſtils her moſt 


lovereign Cordial, the refreſhing Dews. Inceſſant 
Heat, would rob us of their beneficial Agency ; 
and oblige them to evaporate, in imperceptible 
Exhalations. Turbulent Winds, or even the 
gentler Motions of Aurora's Fan, would diſſipate 
the riſing Vapours, and not ſulter them to form 
a Coalition. But, favoured by the Stilneſs, and 
condenſed by the Coolnels of the Night; they 
unite in pearly Drops, and create that fincly- 
tempered Humiduy, which chears the Vegetable 
World, as Sleep exhilarates the animal. 

Not unlike to theſe, are the Advantages of 
Solitude. The World is a troubled Ocean; and 
who can erett flable Purpoſes, on it's uctuating 
Waves? The World is a School of Wrong; and 


who does not feel himſelf warping, to it's pernt- 


cious Influences“? On this Sea of Glaſst, how 
inſenſibly we ſlide from our own Steadfalinels ! 
Some ſacred Truth, which was ſtruck in lively 
Characters on our Souls, is obſcured, if not ob- 


* Nunquam a turba mores, quos extuli, reſero. Aliquid, ex eo quod 


twnpoſut, turbatur : alequid, ex his que, fugaut, rcdut, unica eft mui» 
tern conver fatto, SE NEC. 
+ Rev, SY. 2. 


literated, 
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literated. Some worthy Reſolution, which Heaven 
had wrought in our Breaſts, is ſhaken, if not over. 
thrown. Some inticing Vanity, which we had 
ſolemnly renounced, again practiſes it's Wiles, 
and again captivates our Aﬀections. How often 
has an unwary Glance, kindled a Fever of irregular 
Deſi:e in our Hearts? How often has a Word 
of Applauſe, dropt luſcious Poiſon into our 
Ears; or ſome diſreſpectful Expreſſion, railed a 
Guit of Paſſion in our Boſoms? Our Innocence 
is of fo tender a Conſlitution, that it ſuffers in the 
promiſcuous Croud. Our Purity is of ſo delicate 
a Complexion, that it ſcarce touches on the 
World, without contracting a Stain. We fee, 
we hear, with Peril. 

But here Sgely dwells. Every meddling and 
intruſive Avocation is ſecluded. Silence holds 
the Door againſt the Strife of Tongues, and all 
the Impertinances of idle Converſation. The 
buſy Swarm of vain Images, and cajoling Temp- 
tations ; which beſet us, with a buzzing Importu- 
nity, amidſt the Gaieties of Life; are chaced by 
theſe thickening Shades.—Here I may, without 
Diſturbance, commune with my own Heart ; and 
learn that beſt of Sciences, to know my/elf. Here, 
the Soul may rally her diſſipated Powers, and 
Grace recover it's native Energy,—This is the 
Opportunity, to rectify every evil Impreſſion; to 
expel the Poiſon, and guard againſt the Contagion 
of corrupting Examples. This is the Place, 
where I may, with Advantage, apply myſelf to 
ſubdue the Rebel within; and be Maſter, not of 
a Sceptre, but of myſelf. —Throng then, ye Am- 
bitious, the Levees of the Powerful ; I will be 


punctual in my Aſſignations with Solitude. 190 
a Mind 
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> Mind intent upon it's own Improvement, So— 
litude has Charms incomparably more engaging, 
than the Entertainments preſented in the Theatre; 
or the Honours conferred in the Drawing-Room. 

I ſaid, Solitude. Am I then alone? — Tis 
true, my Acquaintance are at a Diſtance. I have 
hole away from Company, and am remote from 
al human Obſervation. But that is an alarming 
Thought, 


Millions of ſpiritual Creatures walk the Earth, 
Unieen, both when we wake, and when we fleep®*, 


Perhaps, there may be Numbers of thoſe indi- 
ble Bemgs, patrolhng this fame Retreat; and 
joining with me, in contemplating the Creator's 
Works. Perhaps, thoſe enſtering Spirits, who 
rejoice at the Converſion of a Sinner, and hold 
up the Goings of the Righteous, may follow Us 
to the lonely Receſs; and, even in our molt ſo- 
tary Moments, be our conſtant Attendants,— |. 
What a plealing Awe is awakened, by ſuch a Re- 
lection! How venerable it renders my retired 
Walks! J am ſtruck with Reverence, as under 
the Roof of ſome /acred wr (nn or in the Pre- 
ſence Chamber of ſome mighty Monarch.—O ! 
may I never bring any Pride of Imagination, nor 
indulge the leaſt diſſolute Affection; where ſuch 
reed and exalted Intelligences exerciſe their 
Watch! 

Tis poſſible, that I am encompailed with ſuch 
a Cloud of Witneſſes ; but it is certain, that God, 
the in inite eternal God, is now and ever with me. 


The great Jehovah, belore whom all the Angelic 


Mirr. Par, Loft. B, IV. I. 677. 5 
I 1 1 Armies 


230 CONTEMPLATIONS 


Armies bow their Heads, and veil their Face, 
ſurrounds me; ſupports me; pervades me. In 
Him I hve, move, and have my Being.”—The 
whole World is his auguſt Temple; ah In the 
moſt ſequeſtered Corner, I appear before his ador. 
able Majeſty, no leſs than when I worſhip in hi; 
Houſe, or kneel at his Alter. In every Place, 
therefore, let me pay him the Homage of a 
Heart, cleanſed from Idols, and devoted to his 
Service. In every Circumſtance, let me feel ng 
Ambition, but to pleaſe Him; nor covet any 
Happineſs, but to enjoy Him. 

How ſublime is the Deſcription, and hoy 
{ſtriking the Sentiment, in that noble Paſſage of the 
Pſalms! Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or 
whither ſhall I flee from thy Preſence ? V climb 
up into the Heights of Heaven, Thou art there in- 
throned in Light. V go down to the Depiis if 
the Grave, Thou art there alſo in thy Pavilion of 
Darkneſs. If I retire to the remoteſt Eaſtem 
Climes, where the Morning firſt takes Wing: ll 
{wiſter than the darting Ray, I paſs to the oppo- 
ſite Regions of the Welt, and remain in the utter: 
moſt Parts of the Sea* ; Shall I, in that diſtant 
Situation, be beyond thy Reach; or, by tis 
ſudden Tranſition, eſcape thy Notice! S0 {ar 
from it; that could I, with one Glance of Thought, 
tranſport myſelf beyond all the Bounds of Crea. 
tion; I ſhould ſtill be incircled with the Immer- 
ſity of thy Eſſence; or rather, ſtill be incloſed 


* P/al. exxxix. 7, 8, 9. There is, I think, an additional Strergt 
and Beauty in the Thought; if, with the learned Mr. Mudge, we ſup 
poſe an Antitheſis between the two Clauſes of the laſt Verle, as theſe 
evidently is between thoſe of the preceding; and that they expreß 1 
poetical Stile, the Extremities of the Eaſt and the Well, 


F 
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in the hollow of thy Hand.—Awtul yet delight- 


ful Truth! Let it be interwoven with every 
Thought! and become one with the very Con- 
ſcientiouſneſs of my Exiſtence ! That I may con- 
tinually walk with GOD; and condutt myſelf, in 
every Step of my Behaviour,“ as ſeeing HIM 
* thut ts mvfible.” 

They are the happy Perſons; Felicity, true 
Felicity, is all their own ; who live under an ha- 
bitual Senſe of God's Omnipreſence, and a ſweet. 
perſuaſion of his ſpecial Love. If Dangers 
threaten, their impregaable Defence 1s at hand. 
Nothing can be ſo near to terrify, as their Al- 
mighty Guardian to ſecure them. To theſe, the 
Hours can never be tedious ; and it is impoſſible, 
lor them, to be alone. Do they ſtep aſide from 
the Occupations of Animal Life? A more ex- 
alted Set of Employments engage their Atten- 
ion. They addreſs themſelves, in all the various 
Acts of Devotion, to their heavenly Father; who 
now ſees in ſecret, and will hereafter reward them 
obþenly, They ſpread all their Wants, before his 
ndulgent Eye; and diſburden all their Sorrows, 
into his compaſſionate Bolom,—Do they with- 
draw from human Society? They 1851 them- 
lelves under the more immediate Regards of 
their Maker. If they reſign the Satis factions of 
locial - Intercourſe; it is to cultivate a Correſ- 
pondence with the condeſcending Deity, and taſte 
te Pleaſures of Divine Friend{hip.—What is ſuch 
a State, but the very ſuburbs of Heaven? What 
s luch a Conduct, but an Antipaſt of eternal 
Blelſedneſs ? | 
Now, my Soul, the Day is ended. The Hours 
me all fled. They are fled to the ſupreme Judge, 
| 112 | and 
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and have given in their Evidence. An Evidence, 
regiſtered in Heaven! and to be produced, at the 
great Audit—Happy They! whole Improye. 
ment has kept pace with the fleeting Minutes. 
Who has ſeized the important Fugitives; and ey. 
gazed them in the purſuit of Wiſdom, or devoted 
them to the Service of Virtue. 

Fugitives indeed they are. Our Moments {!;y 
away ſilently and inſenſibly. The Thief al, 
not more unpercerved from the pillaged Houle, 
—And will the Runnagates never ſtop? No: 
Wherever we are, however employed, Jime pur. 
ſues his inceſſant Courſe. Though we are Iililel; 


and dilatory ; the great Meaſurer of our Days 


preſſes on; ſtill preſſes on, in his unwearied Ca- 
reer“; and whirls our Weeks, and Months, an! 
Years away, Is it not then ſurpriſingly ſtrange, 
to hear People. complain of the tediouſnels ot 
their Time, and how leavy it hangs upon thei 
Hands ? To ſee them contrive a Variety ot amu- 
ſing Artifices, to accelarate it's Flight, and ge 
rid of it's Burden ?—Ah! thoughtleſs Mortals! 
Why need you urge the head-long Torrent? Your 
Days are ſwifter than a Poſt; which, carrying 
Deb of the laſt Importance, with unremt- 
ted ſpeed ſcours the Road. They pals away like 
the nimble Ships; which have the Wind in ther 
Wings, and ſkim along the watry Plain. They 
haſten to their deſtined Period, with the Rapidit) 
of an Eagle; which leaves the ſtormy Blaſt be 


hind Her, while ſhe cleaves the Air, and dart 
upon her Prey. 


NO 


* Sed fugit interea, fugit irreperabile Tempus, VIS. 
＋ Job ix. 25, 26. By theſe three very expreſhive Images, the inſp 
. 4 6 _ TL i i 5% d,, 11 ye 
Poet repreſents the unintermitted and rapid Flight of Time. 2 he Pal 
is Illuſtre d wi h orcat 1 t. und al D<i:cacy in Dr Grey's men 
15 Muitrated With great uc Tent, and cqud rl: gary, in ; þ 
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Now the Day is gone, how ſhort it appears! 
When my fond Eye beheld it in Perſpective, it 
ſeemed a very conſiderable Space. Minutes, 
crowded upon Minutes ; and Hours, ranged be- 
hind Hours; exhibited an extenſive Draught, 
and! flattered me with a long Progreſſion of Plea- 
ſures, But, upon a retroſpettive View, how 
wonderfully is the Scene altered! The Land- 
ſcape, large and ſpacious, which a warm Fancy 
irew ; brought to the Teſt of cool Experience, 
ſhrinks into a Span. Juſt as the Shores vaniſh 
and Mountains dwindle to a Spot; when the 
Sailor, ſurrounded by Skies and Ocean, throws 
his laſt Look on his native Land, —How clearly 
do I now diſcover the Cheat! May it never im- 
pole upon my unwary Imagination, again! I ſind, 
there 18 nothing abiding on this Sde Eternity. A 
long Duration, in a State of finzte Exiſtence, is 
mere IIlufſion. | 

Perhaps, the Healthy, and the Gay, may not rea- 
dily credit the ſerious Truth; eſpecially from a 
young Pen, and new to it's Employ. Let us 
i:cn refer ourlelves to the Deciſion of the Anlient. 
Alk ſome venerable old Perſon, who is uit 
marching off the mortal Stage; How many haue 
been the Days of the Years of thy Life*? It wasa 
Monarch's Queſtion; and therefore can want no 
Recommendation to the faſhionable World. —Ob- 
lerve, how he ſhakes his hoary Locks, and from 


ingenious Abridgement of Schultens.—Que tribus in clementis veluctihi- 
ma, „ic admirabilt cum emphaji congeruntur. Jn terrts, nil perntcus 
ee, & quidem læti quid ferente. Repidius tamen adruc undas, not 
ſcant, d ſupervolaut, neuviziolu papyro contexta. Omuium rabidiſſi- 
br acrem grandibus alis permetitur aquila, pracipt lupſu ruens in 
dam. 


* Gen, xlvii. 8. Ich. Bib. 


a deep». 
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a deep-felt Conviction replies; Fourſcore Year; 
* have finiſhed their Rounds, to furrow theſe 
e Cheeks, and cloath this Head in Snow. Such 
* a Term may ſeem long and large, to inconſh- 
* derate Youth. But O! how ſhort, how ſcanty, 
to one that has made the Experiment! St, 
* as a Gleam of tranſient Sunſhine ; ſcanty, as 
© the Shadow that departeth. Methinks, it was 
but Yeſterday, that I exchanged my childiſh 
Sports, for 'manly Exerciſes; and now, I am 
* reſigning them both, for the Sleep of Death. 
As {ſoon as we are born, we begin to draw to 
* our End; and how ſmall is the Interval, be- 
* tween the Cradle and the Tomb! -O! may ve 
believe this Teſtimony of mature Age! May every 
Evening bring it, with clearer Evidence, to our 
Minds! And may we form ſuch an Eſtimate of 
the little Pittance, while it is upon the advancing 
Hand, as we ſhall certainly make, when the Sands 
are all run down! 

Let me add one Reflection on the Work to be 
done, while this Shuttle 1s flying through the 
Loom*. A Work of no ſmall Difficulty, yet of 
the utmoſt Conſequence !—Haſt Thou not ſeen, 
halt Thou not 13 the Excellent of the 
Earth; who were living Images of their Maker? 
His Divine Likeneſs was transfuſed into their 
Hearts, and beaming forth in all their Conduct. 
Beamed forth in Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and Pu- 
rity of Affection; in all the tender Offices of 
Love, and all the noble Efforts of Zeal. To be 
fampt with the ſame beautiful Signature, and to 
be Followers of them, as they were of Chrilt; 


* My Days are ſiſter than @ Weaver's Shuttle, Job. vii. 6. k 
| 1.15, 
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this, thts is thy Bufineſs. On the Accompliſhment 
of this, thy eternal All depends. And, will an 
Affair of ſuch unſpeakable Weight. admit of a 
Moment's Delay, or conſiſt with the leaſt Remiſſ- 
eſs ?—Eſpecially, ſince much of thy appointed 
Time 1s already elapſed; and the Remainder is all 
Uncertainty, fave only that it is the very Act to 
y. Or ſuppoſe, thou hadſt made a Covenant 
with the Grave, and was aſſured of reaching the 
Age of Methuſelah ; how ſoon would even ſuch 
a Leaſe expire! Extend it, if you pleaſe, ſtill 
ſarther; and let it be co-exiſtent with Nature 1t- 
ſelf, How inconſiderable is the Addition! For, 
vet a very little while, and the commiſſioned Arch- 

angel lifts up his Hand to Heaven, and ſwears b 
the Almighty Name, That Time ſhall be no lon- 
gerx. Then, abuſed Opportunities, will never 
return; 


* This alludes to the Beginning of Revelations the xth; which abſiraQ- 
ed from it's ſpiritual Meaning, and confidered only as a flately Piece of 
Machinery, well deſerves our Attention; and, I will venture o fay, has 
not it's Superior, perhaps not it's Equal, in any of the moſt celebrated 
Maſters of Greece and Rome—All that is gloomy or bcautiful in the At- 
moſphere, all that is ſtriking or magnificent in every Element, is taken 
to heighten the Idea. Yet nothing is diſproportionate ; but an un;form 
Air of ineffable Majeſty greatens, exalts, ennobles the Whole. —BÞBe pleal- 
d to obſerve the Aſpett of this auguſt Perſonage. All the Brightneſs of 
tie Sun, ſhines in his Countenance ; and all the Rage of the i ire, burus 
his Feet.— See his Apparel. The Clouds compoſe his Robe, and the 
Drapery of the Sky floats upon his Shoulders, The Rainbow forms his 
Diadem; and that which“ compaſſeth the Heaven with a glorious Circle,“ 
5 the Ornament of his Head. —Bchold his Attitude. One Foot ſtands 
on the Ocean, the other reſts on the Land. The wide extended Earth, 
and the World of Waters, ſerve as Pedeſtals for thoſz mighty Columns. 
—Conſider the Action, His Hand is lifted up to the Height of the Stars. 
He ſpeaks; and the Regions of the Firmament echo with the mighty Ac- 
cents, as the Midnight Defart reſounds with the Lion's Roar. The 
Anullery of the Skies is diſcharged at the Signal; a Peal of ſevenfeld 
thunder ſpreads the Alarm; and prepares the Univerſe to receive his 
Orders. —To finiſh all, and give the higheſt Grandeur, as well as tho 
_ Solemnity, to the Repreſentation ; hear the Decree that iſſues from 
W Mouth. Ile ſwears by HIM that liocin ſur ever and ever, In 
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return; and new Opportunities, will never mos 
be offered. Then, ſhould negligent Mortals wiſh 
— wilh ever ſo paſſionately for a few Hours 
a ſew Moments only—to be thrown back from 
the opening Eternity; Thouſands of World 
would not be able to procure the Grant. 

Shall I, now, be induſtrious to ſhorten, what 
:3 no longer than a Span; or to quicken the Space 
of what is ever on the Wing? Shall I ſquander 
away what is wnutterably important, while it laſis; 
and, when once departed, is altogether irrevoc- 
ble! O! my Soul, forbear the Folly ; ſorbear 
the deſperate Extravagance. Wilt thou chide az 
a Loiterer, the Arrow that boundeth from the 
Sering; or [weep away Diamonds, as the Refuf: 
of thy Houſe ?—Throw Time away ! Aſtoniſhing, 
rvinous, irreparable Profuſeneſs Throw Em— 
pires away, and be blameleſs. But O! be par 
ftmonious of thy Days; huſband thy precious 
Hours. They go connected, indiſſolubly con- 
netted, with Heaven or Hell“. Improved, they 

are 


whatever Manner, ſo majeſlic a Perſon had expreſſed Himſelf; He conn 
not fail of commanding univerſal Attention. But when he confirms hs 
Speech, by a moſt ſacred and inviolable Oath ; we are not only wrapt in 
filent Suſpenſe, but overwhelmed with the profoundeſt Awe, IIe iwrar, 
that Time fall be no longer. Was ever Voice ſo full of Terror; lovig 
with Wonder? It proclaims, not the Fall of Empires, but the fel 
Period of Things. It ſtrikes off the Wheels of Nature; bids Ages aud 
Generations ceaſe to roll; and with one potent Word, configns a whole 
World over to Diſſolution.— This is one among a Multitude of very 
ſublime and maſterly Strokes, to be found in that too much neglect 
Book—the BIBLE. 


IJ remember to have ſeen upon a Sun-dial in a Phyſician's Garden 2 
Northampton, the following Inſcription; which, I think, is the mok 
proper Motto for the Inſtrument, that meaſures our Time; and the mes 


ſirihing Admonition, that can poſſibly be preſented to every Eye, 
2 | AB Hoc MOMENTO PENDET 4ETERNITAS» 
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une a ſure Pledge of everlaſting Glory; waſted, 
they are a ſad Preface to never-ending Confuſion 
and Angullh. 92 oy 
What a profound Silence has compoſed the 
World ! So profound 1s the Silence, that my very 
Breath ſeems a Noiſe; the Ticking of my Watch 
i; diſtinétly heard; if I do but ſtir, it creates a 
Diſlturbance.—There is, now, none of that con- 
ſuled, Din from the tumultuous City: No Voice 
of jovial Ruſlics, from the neighbouring Meadow: 
No chirping Melody from the ſhady Thicket. 
Every Lip is ſealed, Not the leaſt Whilper, 
invades the Air; nor the lealt Motion, ruitles 
among the Boughs. Echo herſelf ſleeps unmo- 
leſted. The expanded Ear, though all Atten- 
tion, catches no Sound, but the Liquid Lapſe of 
a diſtant murmuring Stream. 8 
All Things are huſltd, as Nature's Self lay dead. 
If, in the midit of this deep and univerſal 
Compoſure, Ten Thouſand bellowing Thunders 
ſhould burſt over my Head; and 4 — the Skies, 
with their united Vollies; how ſhould I bear fo 
aa dove; a Shock 2 It would ſtun my Senſes, and 
confound my Thoughts. I ſhould ſhudder in 
every Limb; perhaps, ſink to the Earth with 
terror,—Conſider then, O Mortals ! conſider the 
much more prodigious and amazing Call, which 
will, ere long, alarm your ſleeping Bones. When 
the Tenants of the Tomb have ſlumbered, in the 
molt undiſturbed Repoſe, for a Multitude of 
Ages; what an inconceivable Conſternation mult 


The weighty Senſe of which, I know not how to exprefs in Engliſſi 
ore happily than in thoſe Words of Dr. Watts; 

Good God! on what a flender Thread 
[Or, on what a Moment of Time} 

Hang everlaſting Things ! 
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the Shout of the Archangel, and the Trump of 
God, occaſion! Will it not wound the Ear of 
the Ungodly ; and affright, even to Diſtraction, 
the impenitent Sinner? The ſtupendous Pea] 
will ſound through the Vaſt of Heaven; vil 
ſhake the Foundations of Nature ; and pierce 
even the deepeſt Receſſes of the Grave. And 
how— O! how will the Priſoners of Divine Juſtice, 
be able to endure that tremendous Summons, to 
a far more tremendous Tribunal ?—Do Thou, 
my Soul, liſten to the till Voice of. the Goſpel, 
Attend, in this thy Day, to the gracious Invita. 
tions of thy Saviour. Then, ſhall that great mid- 
night Cry loſe it's Horror, and be Mufic in thy 
Ears. It ſhall be welcome to thy reviving Clay, 
as the Tidings of Liberty, to the Dungeon Captive; 
as the Year of Jubilee to the haraſſed Slave. This, 
this ſhall be it's charming Import; Awake, and 
ing, ye that dwell in Duft*.” | 
What a general C?//atzon of Affairs, has thi; 
duſky Rour introduced! A little while ago, all 
was Hurry, Hurry. Life and Activity exerted 
themſelves in a thouſand buſy Forms. The City 
fwarmed, with paſling and repaſſing Multitudes. 
All the Country was Sweat and Duſt. The Air 
floated in perpetual Agitation, by the flitting 
Birds, and 8 Bees. Art ſat prying with 
her piercing Eyes ; while Induſtry > her relt- 
leſs Hands. — But ſee, how all this Fervent, and 
impetuous Buſtle, is fled with the ſetting Sun. 
The Beaſts are ſlunk, to their graſſy Couch; and 
the winged People are anti, to their downy 
Neſts. The Hammer has reſigned it's ſounding 


Iſa. xxvi. 19. 


"Taſk, 
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Taſk, and the File ceaſes to repeat it's flyin 
Touches. Shut is the well-frequented Shop, bn. 
it's Threſhould no longer worn by the Feet of 
numerous Cuſtomers. The Village-Swain lies 
drowned in Slumbers; and even his truſty Dog, 
who, for a conſiderable Time ſtood Centry at the 
Door, is extended at his Eaſe, and ſnores with. 
his Maſter.—In every Place To, reclines her 
Head, and Application folds her Arms. All 
Intereſts ſeem to be forgot ; all Purſuits are ſuſ- 
pended ; all Employment is ſunk away ; ſunk 
away with thoſe fluttering Myriads, which lately 
ſported in the Sun's departing Rays.—'Tis like 
he Sabbath of univerſal Nature; or as though 
the Pulſe of Life ſtood ſtill. 1 
Thus will it be, with our infinitely momentous 
Concerns; when once the Shadows of the Even- 
ing, {that long Evening, which follows the Foot- 
iteps of Death !) are ſtretched over Us, The Dead 
cannot ſeek unto God; the Living, the Living 
alone, are poſſeſſed of this meſtimable Opportu- 
mty*, © There is no Work or Device, no Re- 
pentance or Amendment, in the Gravet, whi- 
"ther we are all haſting.“ When once that 


„ i cloſing 
* Behold / now is the accepted Time. Behold ! now is the Day of 


lation 2 Cor. vi. 2. 

Haffe, haſte, He lies in wait, He's at the Door, 
Inſidious Death! Should his ſtrong Hand arreſt, 
No Compoſition ſets the Pris'ner free. 

? They who are gone down to the Grave, are repreſented / La. 
xvi, =) by the Phraſe—rendered by Vitringa, Thoſe that inhabit 
lie Land o Intermiſſion or Ceſſation. Which prevents all Appearance 
af Tantology in the Sentence; and is, I think, a valuable Improvement of 
e Tranſlation ; as it conveys an Idea, not only diſtintt from the preceding, 
ut of a very poetical rr afflicting Nature; ſuch as was perfectly 
"Ural for the v Singer & Sufferer to dwell upon, in his deſponding 
loments — Thus interpreted the Senſe will run; “ J. ſhall fee Man no 
Are; I ſhall be cut off from the chearful Ways of Men, and all the 
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cloſing Scene is advanced, We ſhall have ng 
other Part to act on this earthly Theatre. Then, 
the Sluggard, who has ſlumbered away Life in a 
tas Inactivity, muſt lie down in hopeleſ; 
Diſtreſs, and everlaſting Sorrow. Then, that 
awful Doom will take Place, © He that is holy, 
* let Him be Holy ſtill; and he that is /#{thy, let 
* Him be filthy for ever.” | 
Is it ſo, my Soul? Is this the only, onty Time 
allotted, for obtaining the great Reward, and 
making thy Salvation ſure ? And art Thou lulled 
in 2 vn Security; or dreaming in a ſupine nad. 
veriency # Start, O! itart from thy Trance. Gird 
up the Loins of thy Mind, and work while it 1; 
Day. Improve the preſent Seed-time, that Eter. 
nity may yield a joyful Harvelt.-—We elpectally, 
who are Watchmen in Iſrael, and Miniſters ol 
the glorious Goſpel; may We be awakened. by 
this Conſideration, to all Aſſiduity in our holy 
Office. Some or other of our, People, are ever 
and anon departing into the inviſible State; all 
our Friends, are 1 . inceſſant Approaches to 
their long Home; and we ourſelves, ſhall very 
ſhortly be tranſmitted to the Confinement of the 
Tomb. This is the favourable Juncture, wherein 
alone we can contribute to their endleſs Welſale. 
This is the Criſis, the all- important Criſis, of their 
final Felicity. Inſtantly, therefore, let us pou! 
in our wholeſome Inſtructions; inſtantly, let Us 
ply them with our earneſt Exhortations, A Mo- 
“Sweets of human Society, And, what is a farther Aggravation of ti 
6 threatened Stroke, I ſhall, by it's taking Place, be numbered wi 1 125 
& that inherit the Land of Ceffation and Inactivity. Where there wil 
te be no Poſlibility of contributing to the Happineſs of my Kingdom: % 
% more Opportunity of advancing my Creator's Glory; or of mails 
© my own final Salvation ſure.” A Sentiment like this; is grand, in. 
ortant, and full of Benevolence; removes all Suſpicion of unbecom'"s 


ufilanimity, and does the higheſt Honour to the Monarch's Charatict 
b | N ments 


— 
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ment's Delay, may be an irreparable Loſs; may 
be irretrievable Ruin. While we procraftinate, 
a fatal Stroke may intervene ; and place Us, be- 
vond the Power of Adminiſtering ; or place 7%e, 
beyond all Poſſibility of receiving any ſpiritual 
Good. 

How frequently is the Face of Nature r/1noed / 
and, by changing. made more agreeable /—The 
Jong-continued Glitter of the Day, renders the 
ſoothing Shades of the Evening doubly welcome. 
Nor does the Morn ever N the Eaſt with ſo 
enga ing a Luſtre, as after the Gloom of a dark 
and 75 Night. — At preſent, a Calm of Tran— 
quility. is ſpread through the Univerſe. The 
weary Winds have forgot to blow. The gentle 
gales have fanned themſelves afleep. Not fo much 
as a ſingle Leaf nods. Even the quivering Aſpin 
reſts. And not one Breath curls o'er the Stream.— 
Sometimes, on the contrary, the Tempelt ſ:am- 
mons all the Forces of che Air; and pours itſelf, 
wich reſiſtleſs Fury, from the angry North. The 
whole Atmoſphere is toſſed into tumultuous Con- 
Inion, and the watry World is heaved to the 
Clouds. The aſtoniſhed Mariner, and his ſtrain— 
ing Veſſel, now-ſcale the rolling Mountain, and 
hang dreadfully viſible on the broken Surge: 
nw ſhoot, with head-long Impetuoſity, into the 
jawning Gulph: and neither Hulk, nor Maſt, is 
een. The * ſweeps over the Continent: 


raves along the City- ſttreets: ſtruggles through 


* The Caſe repreſented by the Prophet (1 Kings xx. 40) ſeems per- 
feel applicable on this Occaſion, As thy Servant was buſy here and. 
lere, He was gone. So, while we are either remiſs in our Function, or 
lay ng ourſelves out upon inferior Cares, the People of our Charge may 
be gone: gone beyond the Influence of our Counſels; beyond the reach 
our Prayers: — gone into the unchangeable and eternal State. 


the 
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the Foreſt-boughs ; and terrifies the ſavage Nations 


and were it always to remain in this motionlels 
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with a Howl, more wildly horrid than their own, 


The knotty Oaks bend before the Blaſt ; their 
Iron Trunks groan ; and their ſtubborn Limbs 
are daſhed to the Ground. The lofty Dome 
rocks; and even the ſolid Tower totters on its 
Balis. 

Such Variations are kindly contrived, and wit 
an cvident Condeſcenſion to the Ficklenels of our 
Taſte. Becauſe, a perpetual Repetition of the 
lame Objects, would create Satiety and Diſguſt; 
therefore, the indulgent Father of our Race has 
diverſiſied the univerſal Scene, and bid every 
Appearance bring with it the Charm of Novelty, 
This Circumſtance is beneficial, as well as enter. 
taining. Providence, ever gracious to Mortals; 
ever intent upon promoting our Felicity; has 
taken care to mingle, in the Conſtitution of 
Things, what is pleaſing to our Imagination, with 
what is ſerviceable to our Intereſts. The pierc- 
ing Winds, and rugged Aſpect of Winter, render 
the balmy Gales, and flowery Scenes of Spring, 
E delightful. At the ſame Time, the 

een Froſts mellow the Soil, and prepare it for 
the Hand of Induſtry. The ruſhing Rains im- 
pregnate the Glebe, and fit it to become a Ma. 
gazine of Plenty. The Earth is a great Labo- 
ratory; and December's Cold collects the groß 
Materials, which are ſublimated by the refined 
Warmth of May. The Air is a pure elaſtic Fluid; 


Serenity, it would loſe much of it's active Spring; 
was it never agitated by thoſe wholeſome Con- 
cuſſions, it would contract a noiſome, perhaps, 1 


peſtilential Taint. In which Caſes, our Reſpira 
tion, 
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tion, inſtead of purifying, would corrupt the vital 

Juices; inſtead of ſupplying. Us with Refreſh- 
ment, would be a Source of Diſeaſes ; or ever 

Gaſp We draw, might be-unavoidable Death®. 
—How then {ſhould we admire, how ſhould we 
adore, that happy Union of Benignity and Wil- 
dom; which, from a Variety of Diſpenſations, 
produces an Uniformity of Good! Produces a 
perpetual Succeſſion of Dehghts, and an uninter- 
rupted Series of Advantages ! 

The Darkneſs 1s now at it's Height; and I 
cannot but admire the obliging Manner of it's 
taking Place. It comes not with a blunt and 
abrupt incivility, but makes gentle and reſpect- 
ſul Advances. A prectþitate Tranſition, from 
he Splendors of Day, to all the Horrors of Mid- 
ight, would be inconvenient and frightful. It 
ould bewilder the Traveller in his Journey; it 
rould ſtrike the Creation with Amazement ; and, 


rc- Werbaps, be pernicious to the Organs of Sight. 
ler Therefore the Gloom ruſhes not upon us inſtan— 
ng, Waneouſly, but increaſes by flow Degrees; and, 
the ending 7wzlzght before as it's Herbinger, de- 
{or | 
im- ' Conlidering the immenſe Quantity of Coals, and other Combuſtible 
Xa. terials which are daily confumed, and evaporate into the Air. Con— 
er the numberleſs Steams, and Clouds of Smoke, which almoſt conti— 
1þ0- uly overwhelm populous Cities; the noifome Exhalations, which ariſe 
roſs 5 chronged Inficmaries, and loathſome Gaols; from ſtagnating Lakes, 
nel putrid Fens; the Variety of offenſive aud unwole ſome Ellluvia, which 


ceed from other Cauſes lt is a very remarkable Inflance of a Pro- 


uid; ence, at once tenderly kind, and infinitely powerful, that Mankind is 
nleſs ſuffocated wich Stench; that the Air is not Choaked with Filth, —The 
s the common Sewer, into Which ten Thouſand Times ten thouſand - 
ing; ances are inceſſantly diſcharged; yet it is preferved ſo thoroughly 
Con- to afford the moſt wanſparent Medium for Viſton ; ſo delicately 


ali, as to tranſmit, WI all imaginable Diſtinctneſs, every Di- 
ity of Sound; ſo perſectix pure, as to be the conſtant Renne of the 
er uw every Animal that breathes, | 


cccently 
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cently advertiſes us of it's approach. By thi 
means, we are neither alarmed, nor incommoded, 
by the Change ; but are able to take all fuitable 

nd timely Meaſures, for its Reception.— Thus 
gracioully has Providence regulated, not only 
the grand Vicrſfitudes of the Seaſons, but alſo the 
common Interchanges of Light and Darkneſs, with 
an apparent Reference to our Comtort. 

Now, the fierce Inhabitants of the Fore for. 
fake their Dens. A thouſand grim Forms, a thou- 
ſand growling Monſters, 2 the Deſart. Death 
is in their Jaws, while ſtung with Hunger, and 
athirſt for Blood, they roam their nightly Rounds, 
Unfortunate the Traveller, who is overtaken hy 
the Night, in thoſ: diſmal Wilds! How mult he 
ſtand aghaſt, at the mingled Yell of ravenous 
Throats, and Lions roaring after their Prey! 
Defend Him, propitious Heaven! or elſe He mult 
fee his endearing Spouſe, and hail his native 
Home, no more! Now, the prowling Wolf, like 
a murderous Rufhan, dogs the Shepherd's Foot 
iteps, and beſets his bleating Charge. The Fos, 
like a crafty Felon, ſteals to the thatched Cot- 
tage, and carries off the feathered Booty. 

Happy for the World, were theſe the only 
Deſtroyers that walk in Darkneſs. But, alals! 
there are Savages in human Shape; who mu! 
fled in Shades, infeft the Abodes of civilizel 
Life. The Sons of Violence make choice ol ti 
Seaſon“, to perpetrate the moſt outrageous Acts 
of Wrong and Robbery. The Adulterer waitetil 
for the Iwilight; and, baſer than the Villain o 


— When Night 

Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons 

Or Zelial, flown with Inſolence and Wine. Mir. 
N {is 
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the Highway, betrays the Honour of his Boſfom- 
Friend. Now Function forms her cloſe Cabals, and, 
whiſpers her traiterous Infinuations. Now, Rebel- 
lion plans her accurled Plots, and prepares the 
Train to blow a Nation into Ruin. Now Crimes, 
which hide their odious Heads in the Day, haunt 
tie Seats of Society, and ſtalk through the Gloom 
with audacious Front. Now the Vermin of the 
Stews crawl from their lurking Holes, to wallow 
in Sin, and ſpread Contagion through the Night. 
Lach ſoothing himſelf with the fond Notion, 'That 
al is lafe; That no Eye ſees. 

Are They then concealed ? Propoſterous Mad- 
men! To draw the Curtain between their inſa— 
mous Practices, and a little Set of Mortals ; but 
gay them open, to all theſe chaſte and wakeſuZ 
fyesof Heaven *] As though the Moon and Stars 
were made, to light Men to their Revels, and not 
0 GOD.—Are they then concealed? No, truly. 
Was every one of theſe vigilent Luminaries clo- 
ea; an Eye keener than the Lightning's Flaſh, an 
Eve brighter than Ten thouſand Suns, beholds 
meir every Motion. Their thickeſt Shades are 
beaming Day r, to the jealous Inſpettor, and ſu— 


„preme Judge of human Actions. —Deluded Crea- 
"WL tures! have you not heard, have you not read, 

(a that Clouds and Darkneſs are HIS majeſtic Re- 

0 © iideace J?“ In that very Gloom, to which you 

n — — Sed luna videt, fed Sidera Teſtis 

ai Intendunt Oculos. 


This is finely, and very forcibly, expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt: 17 7 
ſy, Peradventure the Darkneſs will cover me ; then ſlall my Ntoht be 
turned to Day. Or, as it may be rendered ſomewhat mote emphatically, 
Even the Night Hall be broad Day-light all arcund nc Pfal. cxxxix. 
lo, 


4 Pſalm, xcvii. 2. 
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cently advertiſes us of its approach. By thi 
means, we-are neither alarmed, nor incommoded, 
by the Change; but are able to take all fuitabl: 
and timely Meaſures, for it's Reception.—Thu 
graciouſly, has Providence regulated;* not on 
the grand Vicrſfitudes of the Seaſons, but alſo the 
common Interchanges of Light and Darkneſs, with 
an apparent Reference to our Comfort.” 
Now, the fierce Inhabitants of the "Foreſt for- 
fake their Dens. A thouſand grim Forms, a thou- 
ſand growling Monſters, pace the Defart. 'Death 
is in their Jaws, while ſtung with Hunger, and 
athirſt for Blood, they roam their nightly Rounds 
Unfortunate the Traveller, who is "overtaken by 
the Night, in thoſe diſmal Wilds ! How maſt he 
ſtand aghaſt, at the mingled Yell of 'ravenous 
Throats, and Lions roaring after their Prey! 
Defend Him, propitious Heaven! or elſe He mil 
fee his endearing Spouſe, and hail” his natiye 
Home, no more! Now, the prowling Wolf, like 
a murderous Ruffian, dogs the Shepherd's Foot- 
ſteps, and beſets his bleating Charge. The Fox, 
like a crafty Felon, ſteals to the. thatched Cot- 
tage, and carries off the feathered — 5 EIN 
Happy for the World, were ' theſe the only 
' Deſtroyers that walk in Darkneſs. But, alals! 
there are Savages in human Shape; who mul. 
fled in Shades, infeſt the Abodes of civilized 
Life. The Sons of Violence-make. choice of th! 
Seaſon“, to perpetrate the moſt outrageous Act 
of Wrong and ander, The Adulterer waltcl 


for the Twilight; and; baſer than the Villain 0 
When Nighe 


Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the "PEW 
Of Zelial, flown with Inſolence an Wine, Mrrr. 


th 
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the Highway, betrays the Honour of his Boſom- 
Friend. Now Fuction forms her cloſe Cabals, and, 
whiſpers her traiterous Infinuations. Now, Rebel- 
lion plans her accurſed Plots, and prepares the 
Train to blow a Nation into Ruin. Now Crimes, 
which hide their odious Heads in the Day, haunt 
the Seats of Society, and ſtalk through the Gloom 
with audacious Front. Now the 0 of the 
Stews crawl from their lurking Holes, to wallow 
in Sin, and ſpread Contagion through the Night. 
Each ſoothing himſelf with the fond Notion, That 
all is ſafe; That no Eye ſees. | 

Are They then concealed ? Propoſterous Mad- 
men! To draw the Curtain between their infa- 
mous Practices, and a little Set of Mortals ; but 
lay them open, to all theſe chaſte and wakeful 
Eyes of Heaven *! As though the Moon and Stars 
were made, to light Men to their Revels, and not 
tw GOD.—Are they then concealed ? No, truly. 
Was every one of theſe vigilent Luminaries clo- 
ſed ; an Eye keener than the Lightning's Flaſh, an 
Eye brighter than Ten thouſand Suns, beholds 
their every Motion. Their thickeſt Shades are 
beaming, Day 7, to the jealous Inſpector, and ſu- 
preme Te of human Actions. —Deluded Crea- 
tures ! have Jo not heard, have you not read, 


11 That Clouds and Darkneſs are HIS majeſtic Re- 
« 2, 5 0 | 
ed idence ?“ In that very Gloom, to which you 
Ni N = Sed luna videt | 1 
* „ fed Sidera 7. 
4 Intendunt Oculos. . * 


} This is finely, and very forcibly, expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt: A 
ſay, Peradventure the Darkneſs will cover me ; then ſhall my Ntght be 
turn:4 to Day. Or, as it may be rendered ſomewhat moxe emphatically, 
Even the Night fall be broad Day-light all around me, Pſal. cxxxix. 
lo, | Fc 

* Pſalm. xcvil. 2. 
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fly for Covert, he. erects his Throne, What you 
reckon your Screen, 1s the Bar of his Tribunal, 
O!] remember this! Stand in Awe, and fin not. 
Remember; that the great and terrible God i, 
about your Path *, when you take your midnight 
Range; is about your-Bed, when you indulge the 
looſe Deſire ; and ſpies out all your Ways, be they 
ever ſo ſecretly, conducted, or artfully diſguiſed, 

Some Minutes ago, a Paſſenger croſſed along 
the Road, His Horſe's Foot {trutt the Ground, 
and fetched Fire from a Flint. My Eye, tho' ata 
Diſtance, catched the View; and ſaw, with great 
Clearneſs, the tranſient Sparkles : Of which, had 
I been ever ſo. near, I ſhould not have diſcerned 
the leaſt Glimpſe, under the Blaze of Day.—Sof, 
When Sicknels has drawn a Veil over the Gaiety 
of our Hearts; when Misfortunes have eclipſed the 
Splendor of our outward Circumſtances ; how 
many important Convictions prefent themſelves, 
with. the brighteſt Evidence ! Under the Sunſhine 
of Proſperity, they lay undiſcovered ; but, when 


The original Words are much ſtonger than the Tranſlation, And 
ſignify, Thou jfteth my Path, and are intimately acquainted with-all my 
Ways. The. former, I apprehend, , denoting the exact Cognizance, 
which the Almighty taketh ; the latter implying the conſtant Lnlpettion, 
which he en ; over all the Ciremſtances of our Conduct. Val. 
cxxxix. 2. 

+.1 beg leave to inform the young Gentlemen, whoſe Name dignikes 
my Dedication; That {his was a Remark of his honoured Father, when 
we rode together, and converſed in a duſky Evening. I mention th 
Circumſtance, partly, to ſecure. the Paragraph from Contempt ; partly, 
to give Him, and the World, an Idea of that eminently ſerious Talie, 
wihh diſtinguiſhed my deceaſed Friend. The leſs obvious the Reflection, 
the more clearly it diſcovers a Turn of Mind, remarkably ſpiritual; 
which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yielding ſome religious 
improvement. The meaner the e Ac the more admireable was that 
Fertility of Imagination; which could deduce the ſublimell Tcuths, from 
the moſt trivial Qccurrences, | 3 HAY | 


ſom? 
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fome intervening Cloud has darkened the Scene, 
they immerge from their Obſcurity, and even glit- 
ter upon our Minds. Then, the World, that, de- 
lufive Cheat, confeſſes her Emptineſs: but Isus, 
the bright and Morning-Star, beams forth with 
inimitable Luſtre. Then, Vice loſes all her falla- 
cious Allurements; that painted Strumpet is hor- 
rible, as the Rags of Hell: but V:rtue, deſpiſed 
Virtue, gains Lovelinefs from a louring Provi- 
dence, and treads the Shades with more than 
mortal Charms. — May this reconcile me, and all 
the Sons of Sorrow, to our appointed Share of 
Suffering ! If Tribulation tend to diſſipate the 
mvard Darkneſs, and pour heavenly Day upon 
our Minds; welcome Diſtreſs; welcome Diſap- 
pointment; welcome whatever our froward Fleſh, 
or peeviſh Paſſions, would mr/call Calamities. 
Ih:fe light Afflictions, which are but for a Moment, 
hall fit eaſy 7 cen our Spirits; ſince they befriend 
our Knowledge; promote our Faith; and ſo, 
* work out for us, a far more exceeding and eler- 
nal Werght of Glory *.“ 


i Ho has this Darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid 
«, and graceful Object from my fight ! It has daſhed 
„de Sponge over the Pictures of Spring, and deſ- 


2 Cor. iv. 15. The great Stephens, that Oracle of Crecian Learning, 
lanllates Quo'nihil majus e poteft. But how does the Senſe 
nſe? How is the Idea inlarged, under two ſuch forcible Exprefhons!—The 
Vole. Verſe is a Maſterpeice of the beautiful Antzthefis, the lively Def- 
'pton, and the nervous Diction. It is one of thoſe exquiſite Paſſages 


100 Nite inſpired Writings, which, like ſome rich arommtic Plants, can- 
ual; "ot be transferred from their own generous and native Soil, without be- 
10U$ a; impaired in their Vivacity, and loſing much of their Dælicacy. Per- 


that taps, the following Verſion may be ſomewhat leſs injurious to the ſacred 
rom Uriginal, than the common Tranſlation Our very tight Afirtion, 
is but juſt for the preſent Moment, worketh out a far more excteds 
me W's: and incomparably great, and eternal Height of Glory, | 
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troyedall the delicate diftindtionsof Things. Where 
are now the fine Tinges, which ſo lately charmed 
me from the glowing Parterre? The Bluth i; 
ſtruck out, from the Cheeks of the Roſe ; and the 
inowy Hue, is dropt from the Lily. I caſt my 
Eyes towards a magnificent Seat; but the aſpiring 
Columns, and fair-expanded Front, are mingled 
in rude Confuſion. Without the Sun, all the 
Elegance of the blooming World, is a mere 
Blank; all the Symmetry of Architecture, is a 
ſhapeleſs Heap. | Tt 
Ils not this an expreſſive Emblem of the Love: 
lineſs, which the Sun of Righteouſneſs transfules 
into all that is amiable? Was it not for Jeſus, 
and his Merits, I ſhould ſigh with Anguiſh of 
Spirit ; even while I rove 3 Ranks of the 
moſt beautiful Flowers, or breathe amidſt a Wil 
derneſs of Sweets. Was it not for Jeſus, and his 
Merits; I ſhould roam like ſome diſconſolate 
Spectre, even through the Smiles of Creation, 
and the Careſſes of Fortune. My Converſation 
in this World, though dreſſed in the moſt en. 
gaging Forms of external Pleaſure, would be lik: 
the Paſſage of a condemned Malefactor, 7 
enamelled Meadows, and Bowers of Bliis, to be 
broke 2 the Wheel, or to expire on the Rack. 
But a daily Reflection, on the Lamb's atoning 
Blood; a comfortable Truſt, that my Soul is fe. 
conciled through this divine Expiation; this & 
the Ray, the golden Ray, which irradiates the 
Face of the Univerſe. This is the O27 of Beau), 
which makes all Things wear a chearful Alpett: 
and the Oz! of Gladneſs, which diſpoſes the Spec. 
tator to behold them with Delight“. This, us 
| 30 1 
* Thus applied, that fine Piece of Flattery, addreffcd to the Lea 
Emperor, is ſtrictly and literally Te. | 
Fultus ubi tus, 
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is the ſecret Charm, which teacheth Nature, in all 
her Proſpects and all her Productions, ſo exqui- 
ftely to pleaſe. 

Man goeth forth to his Work, and to his 
„Labour till the Evening.” But then his Strength 
fails; his Spirits flag; and he ſtands in need, not 
only of ſome Reſpite from Toil, but of ſome kindly 
and ſovereign Reiten üs Wbt an admi— 
rable Proviſion for this Purpoſe, is Sleep / Sleep 
introduces a moſt welcome Vacation, both for 
the Soul and Body. The Exerciſes of the Brain, 
and the Labours of the Hand, are at once di- 


continued. So that the weary Limbs repair their 
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„ Wh cxhauſted Vigour; while the penſive Thoughts 
drop their Load of Sorrows, and the buſy ones 
ic Wi reſt from the Fatigue of Application. Moſt re- 


viving Cordial! Equally beneficial to our animal 
and intellectual Powers. It ſupplies the fleſhly 
ic Machinè, and keeps all it's nice Movements in a 
, proper Poſture for eaſy Play. It animates the 
hinking Faculties with Jreſh Alacrity, and re- 
kindles their Ardor for the Studies of the Dawn. 


— ——.— 


be Without theſe enlivening | Recruits, how ſoon 
gu vould the moſt robuſt Conſtitution, be waſted 
bo into a walking Skeleton; and the molt learned 
ck. Wl Sage, degenerate into a hoary Idiot Some Time 
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Afulſit populo, gratior it dies, 
Et ſoles melius nitent. HoRAr. 
Which I would caft in a Chriſtian Mould, and thus tranflate; 


When Faith preſents the Saviour's Death, 
And whiſpers, * This is thine;“ 
Sweetly my riſing Hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. . 
While fuch my Views, the radiant Sn 
Sheds a more ſprightiy Ray; 
Each Object ſmiles; all Nature charms : 
1 Ling my Cares away. 
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ago, I beheld, with Surpriſe, poor Horio. Hi 
Air was wild; his Countenance meagre ; hi 
Thoughts roving, and Speech diſconcerted. In. 
quiring the Cauſe of this {ſtrange Alteration, I wa; 
informed, That for ſeveral Nights, he had not 
cloſed his Eyes in Sleep. For want of which 
noble Reſtorative, that ſprightly Youth, (who was 
once the Life of the Diſcourſe, and the Darling 
of the Company) is become a Spettacle of Miſer 

and Horror. | 4 I 
How many of my Fellow-creatures, are, at 
this very Inſtant, confined to the Bed of Lan. 
guiſhing; and complaining, with that illuſtrious 
Sufferer of old, Weartſome Nights are pony 
to me Inſtead of indulging ſoft Repoſe, they 
are eounting the tedious Hours; telling every 
ſtriking 5 or meaſuring the very Moment, 
by their throbbing Pulſe. How many, haraſſed 
with Pain, moſt paſhonately long to make ſome 
little Truce with their Agonies, in peaceful Slum. 
bers! How many ſick with Diſquietude, and 
reſtleſs even on their downy Pillows, would pur. 
chale this tranſient Oblivion of their Woes, almolt 
at any Rate !—That, which Wealth cannot pro- 
cure; which Multitudes ſigh for in vain; thy 
God has beſtowed on Thee, Times out of Num: 
ber. The welcome Vifitant, punctual at the 
needed Hour, has entered thy Chamber, and 
poured his Poppies round thy Couch. Has gently 
cloſed thy Eveide. and ſhed his ſlumberous Devs 

over all thy Senſes. | 5 
Since Sleep 1s ſo abſolutely neceſſary; ſo ineſti 
mably valuable; obſerve, what a fine Apparaiu 
Almighty Goodneſs has made, to accommodate 
bas 10 


Job vii. 3. 
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us with the balmy Bleſſing. With how kind a 


Precaution, he removes whatever might obſtruct 
is Accels, or impede it's Influence! He dravs 
around us the Curtain of Darkneſs; which inclines 
us to a drowſy Indolence, and conceals every 
Object, that might too ſtrongly agitate the Senſe. 
He conveys Peace into our Apartments ; and 1m- 
oles Silence, on the whole Creation. Every 
\nimal is bidden to tread ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe 
from it's Motion, when Man is retiring to his 
gepoſe.— May we not diſcern, in this gracious 
Diſpoſition of 1 the tender Cares of a Nur- 
ing-Mother ; who huſhes every Noiſe, and ſe- 
ludes every Diſturbance, when She has laid the 
111d of her Love to Reſt? fo, by ſuch ſoothing 
Ircumſtances, and gently-working Opiates, H 
weth, to has beloved, Sleep*. 

Another ſignal Inſtance of a Providence intent 
pon our Welfare, 1s, that we are preſerved lafe 
the Hours of Slumber. How are we then loft 
d all Apprehenſion of Danger; even though the 
lurderer be at our Bed-ſide, or his naked Sword 
t our Breaſt! Deſtitute of all Concern for our- 
ves, we are unable to think of, much more 
provide For, our own Security. At theſe Mo- 
ents, we lie open to innumerable Perils : Perils, 
om the | refiltlels Rage of Flames: Perils, 
om the inſidious Artihces of Thieves, or the 
trageous Violence of Robbers : Perils, from the 
regular, Workingst of our own Thoughts, and 
pecially from the Incurſions of our ſpiritual 
my. | | ry 
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I think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending, and watchful Provi- 
ce, chat we are not hurried into the molt pernicious Attions, when our 
nation is heated, and our Reaton fiupified by Dreams, — We hare 

ſometimes 
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Matter of Fatt, ſuitable to the preceding Remark ) Two Perſons, wio 


252 CONTEMPLATION'S 


What dreadful Miſchief might that reſlle{;, 
that implacable Adverſary of Mankind wor, 
was there not an invihble Hand to controul 
his Rage, and protect poor Mortals ?—What 
Scenes of Horror might he repreſent to our 
Imaginations, and“ feare us with Dreams, or 
„ terrify us with Viſions!” * But the Keeper 
of ſrael, who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, inter 
Po es in our Behalf; at once to cheriſh us under 

is Wings, and to defend us as with a Shield.— 
It is ſaid of Solomon, That Threeſcore valiant 


ſometimes heard of unfortunate Perſons, who, walking in their Sleep, have 
thrown themſelves headlong from a Window, and been daſhed to deaf 
on the Pebbles. And whence is it, that ſuch diſafterous Accidents arc 
only related as Pieces of News, not experienced by Ourſelves, or our 
Families? Were our Minds more ſober in their Operations, or more 
circumſpect in their Regards? No, verily : Nothing could be more 
wild, than their Excurſions ; and none could be more inattentive to their 
own, Weiſare, Therefore, if We have laid Us down, and flept in Peace; 
it was becauſe the LOKD vouchſafed Us the ſweet Refreſhment ; if We 
roſe again in Safety; it was, becauſe the LORD ſuſtained Us with his 
unremitted Protettion. | | | 

Will the candid Reader excuſe me, if 1 add a ſhort Story; or ratier a 


had been hunting together in the Day, flept together the following Nigit, 
One of them was renewing the Purtuit in his Dream; and, having run 
the whole Circle of the Chace, came, at lait, to the Fall of the Stage 
Upon this, he cries out with a determined Ardor, [ll kill h: I'll ki 
kim : and immediately feels for the Knife, which he carried in his Pocket. 
His Companion happening to awake, and obſerving what vn 
leaped from the Bed. Being ſecured from Danger, and the Moon ſhining 
into the Room, He ſtood to view the Event, When, to his inexpreliibic 
Surpriſe, the infatuated Sportſman gave ſeveral deadly Stabs, in the vel) 
Place, where, a Moment before, the Throat and the Life of his Friend 
lay.,—This I mention, as a Proof, that nothing hinders, Us, even fron 
being Aſlaſtins of Others, or Murderers of Ourſelves, amid! the mal 
Sallies of Sleep; only the preventing Care of our Heavenly Father, a 
* What a complete Maſter that malignant Spirit is, in exhibiting vill 
onary Repreſentations, appears from his Conduct towards Chriſſ, on the 
ligh Mountain: and that he is two ready, if not reflrained by an over? 
ruling Power, to employ his Dexterity in afflicting Mankind, is cvidet 

from kis treatment of Job, See Lade iv. 35. Fob vii. 14. 
«« Men 
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« Men were about his Bed; all expert in War; 
every one with his Sword upon his Thigh, be- 
© cauſe of Fear in the Night“. But One great- 
er than Solomon; One mightier than Myriads of 
armed Hoſts; even the great Jehovah, in whom 
is everlaſting Strength; He vouchſafes to encamp 
about our Houſes; to watch over our lleeping 
Minutes, and to ſtop all the Avenues of IlL.—O ! 
the unwearied and condeſcending Goodneſs of 
our Creator! Who lulls us to our Reſt, by bring- 
ing on the filent Shades; and plants his own ever- 
watchful Eye as our Centinel, while we enjoy the 
needful Repoſe. | 

REASON, now, reſigns her fedate Office; and 
Fancy, extravagant Fancy, leads the Mind thro' 
a Maze of Vanity. The Head 1s crowded with 
alle Images, and tantalized with the moſt ridicu- 
lous Miſapprehenſions of Things. Some, are ex- 
patiating amidſt Fairy Fields, and gathering Gar- 
lands T viſionary Bliſs ; while their Bodies are 
lretched on a Wiſp of Straw, and ſheltered by 
the Cobwebs of a Barn. Others, quite inſenſible 
of their Rooms of State, are mourning in a dole- 
ſul Dungeon, or ſtruggling with the raging Billows. 
Terhaps, with haſty Steps, they clim ha craggy 
Cliff; and, with real Anxiety, fly from the ima- 
pnary Danger. Or elſe, benumbed with ſudden 
tear, and finding themſelves unable to eſcape, they 
ave up at once their Hopes, and their Efforts ; 
ad, though reclined on a Couch of Ivory, are 
nking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, in the furious 
Vhiripool. So unaccountable are the Vagaries 
i the Brain, while Sleep maintains it's Dominion 
wer the Limbs ! 

Act M m 


Cant. lii. 7, 8, 
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_ Feathers, or the gandy Trappings of Fortune; 


But is This the only Seaſon, when abſurd and 
incoherent Irregularities play their Magic on our 
Minds? Are there not thoſe who dream, even in 
their waking Moments ?—Some pride themſelye; 
in a Notion of ſuperior Nr becauſe the 
Royal Favour has annexed a few ſplendid Title 
to their Names; or becauſe the dying Silkworn 
has bequeathed her fineſt Threads, to cover their 
Nakednefs.—Others congratulate their own ſignal 
Rappineſs, becauſe Loads of golden Lumber are 
amaſſed together in their Coffers; or promiſe 
themſelves a moſt ſuperlative Felicity indeed, when 
ſome Thouſands more are added to the ulelel 
Heap.—Nor are there wanting Others, who gap 
after ſubſtantial Satisfaction from airy Applaule; 
and flatter themſelves with, I know not what, In. 
mortality in the momentary Buz of Renown, 
Are any of Theſe a whit more reaſonable 1n ther 
Opinions, than the poor ragged Wretch in his 
Reveries; who, while ſnoaring under a Hedge 
exults in the Poſſeſſion of his lately Palace, and 
ſumptuous Furniture ?—If Perſons, who are» 
Vaſſats to their own domzneering Paſſions, and le 
captive by numberleſs Temptations: if theſe pe! 
ſons, pique themſelves with a Conceit of the 
Liberty, and fancy themſelves the generous an 

allant Spirits of the Age : where is the Differen 
3 Theirs, and the Madman's Frenzy; he 
tho' chained to the Floor, is throned in Thong 
and wielding an imaginary Sceptrep—In a Won 
as many as borrow. their Dignity from a Plume“ 


many as ſend their ſouls to feek for Bliſs in t! 
Blandiſhments of ſenſe, or in any Thing ſhort 
the divine Favour, and a well-grounded Hope 
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the incorruptible Inheritance“; what are they, but 
Dreamers with their Eyes open; delirious, tho 
in Health s | 1 

Wauld you ſee their Picture, drawn to the very 
Life; and the ſucceſs of their ſchemes, calculated 
with the utmoſt Exactneſs; caſt your Eye upon 
that fine Repreſentation, exhibited by the Pro- 
phet: It ſhalt be even as when a hungry Man 
dreameth, and behold, he eateth ; but he awaketh, 
and has Soul 2s empty: Or as when a thirſty Man 
dreameth, and behold, he drinketh ; but he awaketh, 
and behold, he is faint, and his Soul hath Appetiter. 
Such is the Race, and ſuch the Prize, of all thoſe 
Candidates for Honour and Joy ; who run wide 
ſrom the mark of the high Calling of God, in 
Chriſt Jeſus. They live in Vanity, and die in Woe. 
—Awaken us, merciful Lord, from thoſe noon- 
ide Trances Awaken us, while Conviction may 
turn to our Advantage, and not ſerve only to in- 
creaſe our Torment, O! let our Eyes be en- 
* hghtened, to diſcern the Things that are ex- 


may ſeem, will prove more emply than the Viſions 
of the Night, more tranſient than the Dream that 
b forgotten. | | 
once again conſider thoſe remarkable Incidents of 
our Frame: ſo very remarkable, that I may ven- 
ture to call them, a kind of experimental my/tery, 
and little leſs than a ſtanding Miracle. Behold the 


Mm 2 | Bed 


 F Theſe give a ſacred, and home-felt Delight, | 
A ſober certainty of waking Bliſs,  M1LT, Comus, 
+ Iſa, xxix, 8. | 


cellent; and no longer be impoſed upon by fan- 
taſtic Appearances, which, however pompous they 


Having mentioned Sleep and Dreams, let me 


molt vigorous Conſtitution, when ſtretched on the 
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Bed of Eaſe, and totally reſigned to the Slumher 
of the Night. It's Activity is oppreſſed with Fet. 
ters of 1188 it's Strength is conſigned over 
to a temporary Annihilation; the Nerves are like 
a Bow unftrung, and the whole animal Syſtem js 
like a motionleſs Log.—Behold a Perſon of the 
molt delicate Senſations, and amiable Diſpoſition; 
His Eyes, tho' thrown wide open, admit not the 
viſual Ray; at leaſt, diſtinguiſh not Objects. His 
Ears, with the Organs unimpaired, and articulate 
Accents beating upon the Drum, perceive not 
the Sound; at leaſt, apprehend not the Meaning. 
The Senſes, and their exquiſitely fine Feelings, 
are overwhelmed with an unaccountable Stupe- 
faction. You call him a foczal- Creature; but 
where are his ſocial Affections? He knows not 
the Father that begat him; and takes no Notice 
of the Friend, that is as his own Soul. The wit 
of his Boſom may expire by his Side, and He lie 
no more concerned than a Barbarian. The Chl 
dren of his Body, may be tortured with the ſe— 
vereſt Pangs ; and He, even in the ſame Chamber, 
remain untouched with the leaſt Commiſeration. 
| —Behold the moſt ingenzous Scholar: whole 
Judgment is piercing, and able to trace the mou 
mtricate Difficulties of Science; his Taſte refines, 
and quick to reliſh all the Beauties of Sentiment 
and - Compoſition. Yet, at this Juncture, the 
thinking Faculties are unhinged, and the intellec. 
tual Oeconomy quite diſconcerted. Inſtead ol 
cloſe-conneRted Reaſonings, nothing but a di- 
jointed Huddle of abſurd Ideas: infiead of well. 
digeſted Principles, nothing but a diſorderly Jum: 
ble of crude Conceptions. The moſt palpable 
Deluſions, impoſe upon his Imagination. oY 
1 | Whole 
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whole Night paſſes, and he frequently miſtakes 
it for a * wh Minute: is not ſenſible of the Tran- 
ſition, hardly ſenſible of any Duration. 

Yet, no ſooner does the Morning dawn, and 
Day-light enter the Room; but this ſtrange 
Ach mene vaniſhes. The Man awakes, and 
finds himſelf poſſeſſed of all the valuable Endow- 
ments; which, for ſeveral Hours, were ſuſpended, 
or loſt. His Sinews are braced, and fit for 
Action. His Senſes are alert and keen. The 
Romantic Viſionary brightens into the Maſter of 
Reaſon. The frozen or benumbed Affections, 
melt with Tenderneſs, and- glow with Benevo- 
lence. And, what is beyond meaſure ſurpriſing, 
the intoxicated Mind works itſelf ſober, not by 


flow Degrees, but, in the Twinkling of an Eye, 


recovers from its Perturbation. Why does not 
the Stupor, which deadens all the nice Operations 
of the animal Powers, hold faſt it's Poſſeſſion? 
When the Thoughts are once diſadjuſted, why 
are they not always in Confuſion ? How is it, 
that they are rallied in a Moment; and, from the 
wideſt Irregularity, reduced to the moſt orderly 
Array ?—From an Inactivity, reſembling Death; 
now is the Body ſo ſuddenly reſtored, to Vigour 
and Agility? From Extravagancies, bordering 
upon Madneſs; how 1s the * imſtan- 
laneouſly re-eſtabliſhed, in Sedateneſs and Har- 
mony 2—Surely, © this is the Lord's Doing, and 
it ſhould be marvellous in our Eyes: thould 
awaken our Gratitude, and inſpirit our Praiſe. 


This is the Time, in which Ghoſts are ſuppoſed 


to make their Appearance. Now, the timerous 


Inagination, teems with Phantoms, and creates 
numberleſs Terrors to itſelf. Now dreary. Forms, 
1175 8 | in. 
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in ſullen State, ſtalk along the Gloom; or, ſwifter 
than Lightning glide acroſs the Shades. No, 
Voices, more than mortal * are heard from the 
echoing Vaults, and Groans iſſue from the holloy 
Tombs. Now, melancholy Spectres viſit the Ruin 
of ancient Monaſteries, and frequent the ſolitary 
Dwellings of the Dead. They pals and repals, in 
unſubſtantial Images, along the forſaken Galleries 
or take their determined Stand, over ſome [a 
mented Grave.—How often has the School-bo 
fetched a long Circuit, and trudged many a * 
leſs Step, in order to avoid the haunted Church. 
r ? Or, if Neceſſity, ſad Neceſſity, has obliged 
im to croſs the Spot; where human Skulls are 
lodged below, and the balefut! Yews ſhed ſuper. 
numerary Horrors above; a Thouſand hideous 
Stories ruſh into his Memory. Fear adds Wigs 
to his Feet; he ſcarce touches the Ground); dares 
not once look behind him; and bleſſes his good 
Fortune, if no frightful Sound purred at his Heels, 
if no ghaſtly Shape bolted upon his Sight. 
Tiis ſtrange to obſerve the exceſſive Timidiy, 
which poſſeſſes many Peoples Minds, on this fan- 
ciſul Occaſion; while they are void of all Concem 
on others of the moſt tremendous Import. Thole, 
who are ſtartled, in any dark and lonely Wall, 
at the very Apprehenſion of a ſingle Spectre; 
are nevertheleſs unimpreſſed at the . wy 
of entering into a whole World of diſembodied 
Beings. Nay, are without any Emotions of Ave, 
though they . themſelves to be haſtening ito 
the Preſence of the Great, Infinite, and eternal 


| * V 0x guoq ue per lucos vulgo eæauνÜ a ſilentes 
Ingens, & ſimulacra modis pallentia miris 
Vija ſuò obſcurum noctis.— +» V1Rc. 


Spirit. 
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Spirit Should ſome peve Meſſenger, from the 
Regions of the Dead, draw back our Curtains at 
the Hour of Midnight; and appomting ſome 
particular Place, ſay, as the horrid Apparition 
to Brutus, Til meet thee there *: ] believe, the 
boldeſt Heart would feel ſomething like a Panic; 
would ſeriouſly think upon the Adventure, and 
be in Pain for the Event. But, when a Voice 
from Heaven cries, in the awakening Language 


Iſfrael ; how. little is the Warning regarded! 
How ſoon is it forgot! Prepoſterous Stupidity! 
To be utterly unconcerned, where it is the trueſt 
Wiſdom to take the Alarm; and to be a Tre- 
h1dation, where there is nothing really terrible 
Do Thou, my Soul, remember thy Saviour's Ad- 
monition ; I will forewarn you whom you ſhall 
* fear. Fear not theſe imaginary Horrors of the 
* Night. But fear that awful Being; whoſe 
Revelation of Himſelf, though with Expref- 
* fions of peculiar Mercy, made Moſes, his fa- 
* vourite Servant, tremble exceedingly. Whoſe 
* Manifeſtation, when He appears with Purpoſes 


em © ofinexorable Vengeance, will make mighty Con- 
oe, WW © querors ; who were familiar with Dangers, and 
1k, © eftranged to Diſmay, call upon the Mountains 


re; © to fall on them, and the Rocks to cover them. 
The Menace of whoſe majeſtic Eye, when He 
* comes attended with thouſand Thouſands of his 
ve, © immortal Hoſts, will make the very Heavens 
nol cleave aſunder, and the Earth ftee away,—O! 


C The e ob Brutus, and his evil Genius, ig well known. Nor muſt 
it be denied, that the preciſe Words of the _— to the. Hero, wers, 
I"U meet thee at Philippi. But, as this would not anſwer my Purpoſe, 


| way obliged to make an Alteration, in the Circumſtance ol lace, Ek 


dread: 


x Fe | 
+ Amos iy. 42. 


t. 


of the Prophet, Prapare to meet thy GOD, O 
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* dread His Diſpleaſure; ſecure His Favour ; and 
* then thou mayſl commit all thy other  Anxie. 
* ties to the Wind. Thou mayſt laugh at every 
n ata oe 
This brings to my Mind a memorable and 
amazing Occurrence, recorded in the Book of 
Job“. Which is, I think, no inconſiderable Proof 
of the real Exiſtence of ApparitionsF, on fome 
very extraordinary Emergencies ; while it dil. 
countenances thoſe Legions of idle Tales, which 
Superſtition has raiſed, and Credulity received. 
Since it teaches us, that if, at an Time, thoſe 
Viſitants from the unknown World, render them- 
ſelves perceivable by Mortals, it is not upon 
any Errand of frivolous Conſequence; but, to 
convey Intelligences of the utmoſt Moment, or to 
work Impreſſions of the higheſt Advantage. 
Twas in the Dead of Night. All Nature lay 
ſhrouded in Darkneſs. Every Creature was buried 


| Job. iv. 12, 14, &c. | = 
+ Is a Proof of the real Exiſtence of Apparitions,—If the Senſe, in 
which I have always underſtood this Paſſage be true——Zliphaz, I ap- 
rehend, was neither in a Trance, nor in a Dream, but perfectly awake.— 
*hough He ſpeaks of Sleep; he ſpeaks of it, as fallen, not upon himſelf, 
but upon other Men, He does not mention Dreams, though Somnia, 
would have ſuited the Verſe (if the Book be in Metre) altogether as well 
as Viſiones.—It could not, ſurely be a Wind, as ſome tranſlate the Word. 
Becauſe the Circumſtance of ſtanding ftill, is not ſo compatible with the 
Nature ofa Wind; and a Wind would have paſſed above Him, all around 
Him, as well as before Him. Not to add, how low a Remark it is, 25 
how unworthy ofa Place in ſo auguſt a Deſcription, that he could not dif- 
cern the form of a Wind. It ſeems therefore, to have been a real Spirit; 
either Angelical, as were .thoſe,- which preſented themſelves to Abraham 
reſting at the Door of his Tent, and to Lot, fitting at the Gate of Sodom: 
or elſe, the Spirit of ſome departed Saint, as in the Caſe of Samuel 'n Ap. 
parition, or the famous Appearance of Moſes and 1 on che Mount 
of Transfiguration.—A Spirit, aſſuming ſome Vehicle, in order to be. 
come viſible to the human Eye. Which, accordingly, Eliplaz ſaw, ex- 
hibiting itſelf as an Object of Sight. | But ſaw ſo obſcurely and indiſtinct, 
ly, that He was not able, either to deſcribe it's Aſpect, or to diſcern whom 

it reſembled, PEER ee ä 


in 


o THE NIGHT. © be 
in Sleep. The moſt profound Silence reigned 


| through the Univerſe. In theſe ſolemn Moments, 
Elipbaz alone, all wakeful and ſolitary, was 

muſing upon ſublime and heavenly Subjects.— 
| When, Io! an awful Being, from the inviſible 
{WM Realms, burſt into his Apartment“. 4A Spirit 
Wi þ2/ed before his Face, Aſtoniſhment ſeized the 
e Beholder. His Bones ſhivered within Him, his 
- WH Fleſh trembled all over Him; and the Hair of his 
1 WY Head ſtood erect with Horror. Sudden and un- 
. expected, was the Appearance of the Phantom; 
e not ſuch it's Departure. I flood ſtill, to preſent 
N itſelf more fully to his View. It made a ſolemn 


Pauſe, to prepare his Mind for ſome momentous 
Meſſage.— After which, a Voice was heard. A 
Voice, for the Importance of it's Meaning, worthy 
to be had in everlaſting Remembrance; for the 
 Woolemnity of it's Delivery, enough to alarm a 
Heart of Stone. It ſpoke ; and this was the Pur- 
port of it's Words; * Shall Man, frail Man, be 
* juſt before the mighty GOD ? ſhall even the moſt 
* accompliſhed of Mortals be pure in the Sight of 
Ai Malter? Behold, and conſider it RAC 

3 . WEE, N 7 13 e 


the * I have given this ſolemn Picture a modern dreſs, rather for the ſake 
1 of Variety and Illuſtration, than from any Apprehenſion of improving 
1 the admirable Original. Such an attempt, I am ſenſible, would be more 


dſurdly vain, than to lacquer Gold, or paint the Diamond. The Deſ- 


Degree. A, Night-Picce, dreſſed in all the Circumſtances of the deepeſt 
Horror. I A. . whether Shakeſpeare himſelf, though ſo peculiarly 


* apy for his great Command of terrifying Images, has any thing ſu- 
1 enor or comparable to this. The Judges of fine Compoſition ſee the 
In aterly Strokes; and, I believe, the moſt ordinary Reader feels them, 

ny tiling his Blood, and awakening Emotions of Dread in his Mind. 
zd © | here ſeems, 10 be a ſignificant and beautiful Gradation in the He- 


oe 


_— —— — — — — — — - 
—— — 


enption, in Eliphaz' s own Language, is awful and affecting to the laſt 


u — Words —and which I have endeavoured to preſerve, by a Sort 
f poraphraſtic Jerfon.— The Reader will obſerve a new Turn given to 
, 4 | g | i © the 
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Ae put no ſuch Truſt inhis moſt exalted Servant; 
as ſhould beſpeak them incapable of Deſed. 
And his very Angels he charged with Folh; 
as ſinking, even in the higheſt Perfection dt 
* their Holineſs, infinitely beneath bis tranſcey. 
dent Glories; as falling, even in all the Fi. 
* delity of their Obedience, inexpreſſibly ſhort of 
* the Homage due to his adorably Majeſty. I 
* angelic Natures muſt not preſume to juſtify, 
either Themſelves, or their Services, before 
** uncreated Purity; how much more abſurd is ſuch 
a Notion, how much more impious ſuch an A. 
** tempt, in Them that dwell in Houſes of Clay; 
* whoſe Original is from the Duſt, and whoſe 
State is * r W d 

I would obſerve from hence, the very fingular 
Neceſſity of that Poverty of Spirit, which inturely 
renoumces it's own Attainments; and moſt thank- 
fully ſubmits to the Righteouſneſs of the incarnate 
God.—To inculcate this Leſſon, the Son of the 
Bleſſed came down from Heaven; and preſſed no 


other Principle, with ſo repeated “ an vs YO 


7 - N 


46 


* 


on his Hearers. Tonſil the fame rine, the 
Holy Ghoſt touched the Lips of the Apoſtles wit 


| ſacred 
the Sentiment ; preferable, I think, to that which our Engliſh Trandlatio 


Juſt before, or in the Sight of GOD? Palfage, thus rendered, ſpea 

a Truth r more weighty, and needful to be inculcatzd. 
Truth, exactly parallel to that humbling Confeffion of the Prophet, We 
are all as an unclean Thing ; and to that folemn Declaration of 106 
Pſalmiſt, in thy Sight ſhall no Man living be juſtified. 

It is well worthy of our Obſervation, ſays an excellent Comment 
tor, That no one Sentence uttered by our Lord, is ſo frequent) 
ce peated as this; W hofoever ſhall exalt him elf, fhall 7 tay ; andh 
ee that ſhall humble himſelf, ſhall be exalted.” Which often occurs 
the evangeliſts; but is never duly accompliſhed in Us, till we diſclaim # 
Pretenſion to Merit and Righteouſneſs of our own, and ſeek them on! 


. 


in the Atonement and Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Wo. 
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acered Eloquence; and made it an eminent Part 
of their Commiſſion, to demoliſh every high 
Imagination.“ That, no ary — might be 
wanting, to give it a deep and laſting Efficacy on 
the human Mind; a Phantom ariſes from the Val- 
ley of the Shadow of Death, or a Teacher deſ- 
cends from the Habitation of Spirits. — Whatever 
then we neglect; let us not neglett to cultivate 
this Grace, Which has been ſo varioufly taught, ſo 
powertutly enforced; goes 
Hark! a doleful Voice With ſudden Starts, 
and hideous Screams, it diſturbs the Silence of the 
peaceful Night. Tis the Screech-orul, ſometimes 


tering her Woes*. She flies the vocal Grove, 
and uns the Society of all the feathered Choir. 
The blooming Gardens, and flowery Meads have 
no Charms for her. Obſcene Shades, ragged Ruins, 
and Walls overgrown with Ivy, are her favourite 
Haunts. Above, the mouldering Preciptece nods, 
and threatens a Fall: below, the Toad crawls, or 
the poiſonous Adder hiſſes. The f 0 Morn- 


mniſters no Pleaſure to this gloomy Recluſe. 
Lven the ing Face of Day, is her Averſion; 


Zee paris 
So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the Ungodly ; 
vere it pofſible to ſuppoſe their Admiſſion, into 
de chaſte and bright Abodes of endleſs Felicity. 
® Solague culminibus ferali carmine bubo my 

Spe querie longaſque in fletum ducere voces, 


+% > * l 


bo conſummat Maſter of Elegance and accuracy ; all whoſe Sentiments 
e e ol Bier inf prey, a xe 
Mp Whoſe every Q(/cription is.2 Picture, whoſe whole Largu age 
Mufie—VIIACII. ; 7 
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in frantic; ſometinies in diſconſolate Accents ut- 


ng, which awakens other Animals into Joy, ad- 


and all it's lovely Scenes, create nothing but 


zu ſung that charming Genius, that Prince of the antient Poets, chat 


— — 
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They would find nothing but Diſappointment 
and Shame, even at the Fountain-Head of Hay. 
2 and Honour. For how could the Tongue, 
abituated to Profaneneſs, taſte any Delight in 
5 the Harmonious Adorations of Heaven? hoy 
Ml. could the Lips, cankered with Slander, reliſh the 
1 Raptures of everlaſting Praiſe? Where would be 
cc Satisfaction of the vain Beauty, or the ſuper: 
"8 cilious Grandee? Since, in the Temple of the 


11 Skies, no Incenſe of Flattery would be addreſſed 
1 * to the former; nor any obſequious Homage paid 
Wl to the latter.— The ſpotleſs and inconceivable 
1 Purity of the bleſſed God, would flaſk Confuſion 
* on the laſcivious Eye. The envious Mind, muſt 
"i be on a'Rack of ſelf-tormenting Paſſions ; to ob- 
11 ſerve Millions of happy Beings, ſhining in all the 
Wil. Perfections of Glory, and ſolacing themſelves in 
N the Fulneſs of Joy. —In ſhort; the unſanctified 
ap Soul, amidit holy and triumphant Spirits; even 
* n the refined Regions of Bliſs and Immortality; 


would be like this melancholy Bird, diftoage 
from her darkſome Retirement, and impriſoned 
under the Beams of Day®, 1 
er e ey 121 The 


„l wouldbeg of the Reader to obſerve, with what Emphoſe and Pro 
priety our Lord touches this important Point, in his memorable Reply t 
Necodemus. Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, Except a Man be born agui 
Je CanNorT enter into the Kingdom. of Heaven ; q. d. I wave the 
4 Authority of the Supreme 1 and ſpeak with the Condeſcention e 
A Teacher in Iſrael. Though I might, without being liable to Wt 
«© leaſt Controul, paſs it into a ſovereign Decree ; *1 hat unrenev* 
Mortals, who are Slaves to corrupt Appetite, SHALL.NOT enter tl 
„ Habitation: of the Juſt; I rather chooſe to. repreſent. it, #5 4 Call 
* utterly Im pojible ; and charge the Calamity, not upon Divine Sever 
„ but- upon human Bolly.:; Suck Parſons, from the very Nature 

«©. Things, preclude themſelves ; they incapaciate their own Minds; an 
* *Contrarteties muſt be reconciled, before They, in their unregenerd 
Condition, can be Partakers of thoſe ſpiritual and ſublime Delights 
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The Voice of this Creature ſcreaming;-at- our 
Windows, or of the Rayen croaking over our 
Houſes, is, they ſay, a Token of ere, 
Death. There are Perſons, who would: d 
ſuch an Incident, with no ſmall Degree of Solici- 
tude. Trivial as it is; it would damp their Spirits, 
perhaps, break their Reſt. One cannot but won- 
der, that People ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be af- 
frighted at ſuch ſantaſtical, and yet be quite unaf- 
fetted with real, Preſages of their Diſſolution. 
Real Preſages of this awful Event, addreſs us 
from every Quarter. What are theſe incumbent 
Glooms, which overwhelm the World, but a kind 
of Pall provided for nature; and an Image of that 
long Night, which will quickly cover the Inhabi- 
tants of the whole Earth? What an Affinity has 
the Sleep®, which will very ſoon weigh down my 
drowſy Eye-lids, with that State of intire Ceſſati- 
on, in whichall my Senſes muſt be laid aſide ! The 
lent Chamber, and the Bed of Slumber, are a 
very ſignificant Repreſentation of the Land.where 
al Things are huſhed ; all Things are forgotten, 
What meant that deep Death- Bell Note, which, 
the other Evening, ſaddencd the Air? Laden with 
heavieſt Accents, it ſtruck our Ears, and ſeemed 


ought Meſſage to ſurviving Mortals, and thus 
the © 
Ae is om his Way. The laſt Enemy has 
egun the, Purſuit; and is gaining Ground up- 
. —— Moment. His Paths are ſtrewed 
with Heaps of Slain. Even now, his Javelin 
has laid one of your Neighbours in the Duſt F 
| ME ns oy - 3 * an 


- 


Et Corſarguintus Lethi Sopor. — Viacs 


— —— — — . — — 


10 knock at the Door of our Hearts. Surely, it 


dings. ran: “ Mortals, the Deſtroyer of 
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* andwill ſoon, very ſoon, aim the inevitable Bly 

at each of your Lives... 
We need not go down to the Charnel- House, 
nor carry our Search into the Repoſitories. of the 
Dead; in order to find Memorials of our impend. 
ing Doom. A Multitude of theſe Remembrance 
are planted in all our Paths, and point the heed. 
leſs Paſſengers to their long Home. 1 can hardly 
enter a conſiderable Town, but I meet the funer; 
Proceſſion, or the Mourners going about the 
Streets. The Hatchment ſuſpended on the Wall 
or the Crape ſtreaming in the Air, are ſilent Int. 
mations; that both Rc and Poor have been 
emptying their Houſes, and repleniſhing theit 
Sepulchres. I can ſcarce join in any Converſation, 
but mention is made of ſome that are given over 
by the Phyſician, and hovering on the Confines of 
Eternity; of others, that have juſt dropt ther 
Clay amidſt weeping Friends, and are gone to ap- 
pear before the Judt of all the Earth. Theres 
not a New's-Paper comes to my Hand; but amidit 
all it's entertaining Narrations, reads ſeveral ſer- 
ous Lectures of Mortality. What elſe are the re- 
dere Accounts of Age, worn out by {low-con- 
uming Sickneſſes - of Youth, daſhed to Pieces by 
ſome ſudden Stroke of Caſualty of Patriots, ex- 
changing their Seats in the Senate, for à Lodging 
in the 'L omb—of Miſers, reſigning their Breath, 
and (O relentleſs Deſtiny!) Leeni very 
Riches for others? Even the Vehicles of our 
Amuſement, are Regiſters of the Deceaſed; anc 
the Voice of Fame ſeldom ſounds, but in Concert 
with a AKnell. tf Uns A tas 
Theſe Monitors croud every Place; not { 
much as the Scenes of our Diverſion 67 
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What are the Decorations of our public Build- 
ings, and the moſt elegant Furniture of our Par- 
lours ; but the Imagery of Death, and Trophies 
of the Tomb? That marble Buſt; and thoſe 
gilded Pictures; how ſolemnly. they recognize 
the Fate of others, and ſpeakingly remind us of 


ed. our own I fee, hear, and O! I feel this great 
dy Truth. It is interwoven with my Conſtitution. 
ri The frequent Decays of the Structure foretel it's 
the Wiinzl Rum. What are all the Pains that have 


been darted through my Limbs ; what every Diſ- 
ele, that has aſſaulted my Health; but the ad- 
danced Guards of the Foe? What are the Lan- 
ours and Wearineſs, that attend the Labours of 
each revolving - Day; but the more ſecret Practi- 
ces of the N flowly undermining the 
earthly Tabernacle ? 

Amidit ſo many Notices, ſhall we go on thought- 
leſs and unconcerned? Can none of theſe Prog- 
zoſtics; which are ſure as Oracles, awaken our 


ſer· Nis written, being warned of GOD, prepared an 
> roi. Imitate, my Soul, imitate this excellent 
conWExample. Admoniſhed by ſuch a Cloud of Wit- 
s by elles, be continually putting thyſelf in a Readi- 


dels for the laſt Change. Let not that Day, of 


ex 

ging rich thou haſt ſo many infallible Signs, come 
th pon thee unawares.—Get the [oy untwined, and 
very yy Aﬀedtions 45 from this enchanting 
ou Norld; that thou mayſt be able to quit it, with- 


ut Reluttance., Get the dreadſul Hand-wriling 
wceiled, and all thy Sins blotted out; that thou 
nay ſt depart in Peace, and have nothing to fear 
i the deciſive Tribunal. Get, O! get thyſelf in- 
freſled in the Redeemer's Merit's, ai:d transſorm- 


©! 


utention, and engage ourCircumſpettion ? Noah, 
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ed into his ſacred Image; then ſhalt Thou be 
meet for the Inheritarice of Saints in Ltght, and 
may'ſt even deſire to be diffolved, and to be with 
Chriſt. | | 
Sometimes, in my Evening Walk, I have hear! 
A He wakefut Bird. ; 
Sing darkling, and, in ſhadieſt Covert hid, 
Pune her notturnal Note®. 
How different the Airs of this charming Songſtr, 
from thoſe harſh and boding Outeries ! The little 
Creature ran through all the Variations of Muſic, 
and ſhewed herſelf Miſtreſs of every Grace, which 
conſtitutes or embelliſhes Harmony.—Sometimes, 
ihe ſwells a manly Throat, and her Song kindle 
into Ardor. The Tone is fo bold, and ſtrikes with 
ſuch Energy, you would imagine the ſprightly 
Serenader in the very next Thicket. Anon, thi 
Strain languiſhes, and the mournful Warbler 
melts into tenderneſs. The melancholy Notes 
juſt ſteal upon the Shades, and faintly touch you 
Ear; or, in ſoft and ſadly pleaſing Accents, the 
ſeem to die along the diſtant Vale. Silence 1 
pleaſed, and Night liſtens to the trilling Tale. 
What an Invitation is this, to flip away fro 
the thronged City! This coy and modeſt Min 
ſtrel, entertains only the Lovers of Retirement 
Thoſe, who are carouſing over their Bowls, ot 
ranting at the riotous Club, loſe this Feaſt ol 
Harmony.—In like manner, the Pleaſures of Re 
lgion, and the Joy of Reconciliation with God 
the Satisfaftions ariſing, from an eſtabliſhed In 
toreſt in Chriſt, and from the Proſpe& of a blils 


ful Immortality; theſe are all loſt to the wy 


* MIT. Par, Lojt, B, III, l, 28. | 


ON THE NIGHT. 269 


that is ever in the Croud ; and dares n6t, or de- 
liohts not, to retire into itſelf. Are we charmed 
with the anger Song? Do ve wiſh to 
have it nearer, and hear it oftener? Let us ſeek 
z renewed} Heart,” and a refigned Will; a Con- 
ſcience that whiſpers Peace, and Paſſions that are 
ned by Grace. Then, ſhall we never want a 
Melody in our own Breaſts, far more muſically 
pcaltng, than ſweet Philomela's ſweeteſt Strains. 
As different as the Voices of theſe Birds, are 
the Crrcumprances of thoſe few Perſons, who con- 
unue awaxe.—Some are {quandering, Pearls {hall 
lay, or Kingdoms? No; but what is unſpeak- 
ably more precious, Time. Squandering this in- 
ſlimable Talent, with the moſt ſenſeleſs and wan- 
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vith 1a i 6 wan 
en 7 Ga, vat Not content with allowing @ 
ths [pare Minutes, for the Purpoſe of neceſſary 


ple ecreation; they laviſh many Hours, devote 
oegWb'ole Nights; to that idle Diverſion of ſhuffling, 
fou anging, and detatching a Set of painted Paſte- 
the oards. Others, inſtead of this buly trifling, act 
e Mee Part of their own Tormentors. They even 
iquet themſelves“, and call it Amuſement ; they 


fro We torn by wild Horles, yet. term it a Sport. 
Min! hat elſe is the Gameſter's V ractice? His Mind 
nent !iretched on the Tenter-Hooks of anxious Suſ- 


5. once, and agitated by the fierceſt Extremes of 


ſt o lope and Fear? While the Dice are rattling, 
Ref Heart is throbbing; his Fortune. is tottering; 
30d ad, poſſibly at the very next Throw, the one 
4 Ins in the Gulph of Ruin, the other is hurried 
pliſ o the Rage of Diſtraction. 

Mind Some, ſnatched from the Bloom of Health, and 


tha Lap of Plenty, are confined to the Chamber 
we: of 


t : 8 : 4: T ay 8 . Wn : 
| Alluding to a very painful Puniſhment, inflicted on Delinquents 
ny the Soldiery. 
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of Sickneſs. Where they are conſtrained, eith 
to plunge into the everlaſting World, in an u 
prepared Condition, or elſe (fad Alternative 
to think over all the Follies of a heedleſs Lit 
and the Bitterneſs of approaching Death. Th 
Diſeaſe rages ; it baftles the Force of Medicine 
and urges the reluctant Wretch, to the Brink 
the Precipice. While Furies rouſe the Conſe 
ence, and point at the bottomleſs Pit beloy, 
Perhaps, his drooping Mother, deprived long ag 
of the Huſband of her Boſom, and bereft ofa 
her other Offspring; is, even now, receiving th 
Blow which conſummates her Calamities.“ 
vain, ſhe tries to aſſ wage the Sorrows of a belove 
Son ; in vain, ſhe attempts, with her tender Off 
ces, to prolong a Life, dearer than her own. H 
faints in her Arms ; he bows his Head ; he fin 
in Death. Fatal, doubly fatal, that laſt expirn 
Pang! While it diſlodges the unwilling Soul, 
ala an only Child from the yearning Embrad 
of a Parent; and tears away the Support of lt 
Age, from a diſconſolate Widow. wil 

ä | 


* This brings to my Min one of the deepeſt Mourning- Pieces, ext 
in the Productions of the Pen. The ſacred Hiſtorian paints it, in alt 
Simplicity of Stile, yet with all the Strength of Colouring.— W. 
FESUS came nigh to the Gate of the City, behold ! there was 4 
Man carried out, the only Son of his Mother, and ſhe was a Widov: 
What a Gradation is here! How pathetically beautiful! every | 
Circumilance, widens the Wound ; aggravates the Calamity ; till 
Deſcription is worked up into the moſt hniſhed Picture of exquikte 
inconſolable Diſtreſs.— He was a young Man: cut off in the Flower 
Life, amidſt a thouſand gay NN and ſmiling Hopes. 4 8 
an only Son; the afflicted Mother's All. So that none remained to 
ſerve the Name, or perpetuate the Family. What rendered the Caſe 
more deplorable, She was a Mido: fen intirely deſolate; abando 
to her Woes; without any to ſhare her Sorrows, or to comfort her Þ 
the irreparable Loſs,-Is not this a fine Sketch of the Impaſſions 
Pictureſgue? Who can conſider the Narrative, with any Attention; 
got feel bw Heart penetrated, with a tender Commiſeration ? Tue vu. 
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While Thoſe long for a Reprieve; Others in- 
ite the Stroke. Quite weary of the World, with 
reſtleſs Impatience, they ſigh for Diſſolution. 
tome, pining away under the tedious Decays of 
n incurable Conſumption ; or gaſping for Breath, 
nd almolt Tuffocated, by an inundation of drop- 
cal Waters. On ſome, a relentleſs Cancer has 
aſtened it's envenom'd Teeth; and is gnawing 
hem, though in the midſt of bodily Vigour, in 
he midſt of pitying Friends, gradually to Death. 
Others are on a Rack of Agonies, by convulſive 
its of the Stone. O! how the Pain writhes 
heir Limbs; how the Sweat bedews their Fleſh ; 
nd their Eye-balls wildly roll! Methinks, the 
ight condoles with theſe her diſtreſſed Children; 
nd ſheds dewy Tears, over their ſorrowful 
\bodes.—But of all Mortals, They are the moſt 
xquiſfitely miſerable, who groan beneath the 
reflure of a melancholy Mind; or fmart under 
he Laſhes of a reſentful Conſcience. Though 
obed in Ermine; or covered with Jewels; the 
dtate of a Slave chained to the Gallies, or of 
mn Exile condemned to the Mines, is a perfect 
aradiſe compared with theirs. 

O! that the Votartes of Mirth ; whoſe Life is 
continued Round of Merriment and Whim; 
ould beſtow one ſerious Reflection, on this Va- 
ety of human Woes! It might teach them to 
e leſs enamoured, with the few languid Sweets; 
hat are thinly ſcattered through this Vale of 
ears, and environed with ſuch a Multitude of 
agged Thorns, It might teach them, no longer 
0 dance away their Years, with a giddy rambling 
mpulſe ; but to aſpire, with a determined Aim, 
iter thoſe happy Regions, where Delights, abun- 


lant and unimbittered, flow. 
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Can there be Circumſtances, which a Man ot 
Wiſdom would more earneſtly deprecate, than 
theſe ſeveral Inſtances of grievous Tribulation? 
There are; and, what 1s very aſtoniſhing, they 
are frequently the Deſire and the Choice of Thoſe 
who fancy Themſelves the ſole Heirs of Happi. 
neſs. Thoſe I mean, who are launching out into 
the Depths of Extravagance, and running excel; 
five Lengths of Riot: who are proſtituting their 
Reputation, and ſacrificing their Peace, to the 
Gratification of their Luſts; ſapping the Foun. 
dation of their Health, in Debaucheries; or ſhip. 
wrecking the Intereſts of their Families, in ther 
Bowls. And, what is worſe, are forfeiting the 
Joys of an eternal Heaven, for the ſordid Satil- 

actions of the Beaſt ; for the tranſitory Senſation; 
of an Hour.—Ye Slaves of Appetite, how far am 
I from envying your groſs Senſualities, and vo- 
luptuous Revels ! Little, ah! little are you ſenh 
ble; that while indulgence ſhowers her Roe; 
and Luxury diffuſes her Odours; they ſcatie 
Foiſons alſo, and ſhed unheeded Bane*. Eris 
incomparably more malignant, than the Worm 
wood and Gall of the ſharpeſt Affliction.— Since 
Death is in the Drunkard's Cup; and worſe tha! 
Poinards in the Harlot's Embrace: may it cvei 
be the Privilege of the Man whom I love, to g 
without his Share of theſe peſtilent Sweets ! T 

Abundance of livings Sparks glitter in th 

| IT 3 En 15 Lanes 


. 


* Yes; in the Flow'rs that wreathe the [park'ling Bowl, 
Fell Adder's hiſs, and pois' nous Serpents roll. | * 
1 Quam ſuave eft ſuavitatibus iſlis carere! Was St. Auguſint 
pious Exclamation. Ihe Subſtance of which Mr. Pope has exprelkq 
with more Simplicity, and with no leſs Dignity : 
Count all the Advantage which Vice attains, 
*1ts but what Virtue flies from, and diſdains. 
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Lanes, and twinkle under the Hedges. I ſuppoſe, 
they are the Glow-worms ; which have lighted 
their little Lamps, and obtained Leave, through 
the Abſence of the Sun, to play a feeble Beam. 
A faint Glimmer, juſt ſerves to render them per- 
ceivable ; without tending at all to diffipate the 
Shades, or making any Amends for the ene 
Day.— Should ſome weather-beaten Traveller, 


cir dropping with Wet, and ſhivering with Cold, 
the hover round this mzmzcry of Fire; in order to dry 
un- his Garments, and warm his benumbed Limbs. 


Should ſome bewildered Traveller; groping for 
his Way, in a ſtarleſs Night and trackleſs Deſart; 
take one of theſe languid Tapers, as a Light to 
his Feet, and a Lantern to his Paths. How cer- 
lainly would both the one, and the other, be fruſ- 
rated of their Expectation !—And are they more 
likely to ſucceed, who, negletting that ſovereign 
Balm, which diſtilled from the Croſs ; apply any 
carnal Diverſion, to heal the Anxiety of the Mind? 
Who, deaf to the infallible Deciſions of Revela- 
ton; reſign themſelves over to the erroneous 
Conectures of Reaſon, in order to find the Way 
that leadeth unto Life? Or laſtly, who have 
Recourle to the Froth of this vain World, for a 
atisfattory Portion, and a ſubſtantial Happinel, ? 
Their Conduct is in no Degree wiſer ; their Diſ- 
appointment equally ſure; and their Miſcarriage 
mfinitely more 5 ee To ſpeak in the deli- 
cate Language of a ſacred Writer, © they ſow the 
Wind, and will reap the Whirlwind “.“ 

To ſpeak more plainly; the Pleaſures of the 
World, which we are All ſo prone to dote upon ; 
ind the Powers of fallen Reaſon, which Some 

are 


U Lane 


prel | 


tot. viii. 7. 
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are apt to idolize*; are not only vain, but treach. 
erous. Not only a #aznted Flame, like theſe 
ſparkling Animals; but much like thoſe unctuous 
Exhalations, which ariſe from the marſhy Ground, 
and often dance before the Eyes of the benighted 
Way-faring Man. Kindled into a ſort of Fire, 
they perſonate a guide, and ſeem to offer their 
Service: but, blazing with deluſive Light, miſlead 
their Follower into hidden Pits, headlong Preci- 
os and unfathomable Gulfs. Where, far from 

is beloved Friends, far from all Hopes of Suc- 


cour, the unhappy Wanderer is {wallowed up, 
and loſt. 


Not long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing 
Appearance in the Weſtern Sky. A prodrgucus 
Star took it's flaming Rout through thoſe Coaſts; 
and trailed, as it paſſed, a tremendous Length of 
Fire, almoſt over half the Heavens. Some, 1 ima- 
gine, viewed the portentous Stranger, with much 


the 


I hope, it will be obſerved, That I am far from decrying chat nod!: 
Facuity of Reaſon, when exerted in her proper Sphere; when ating 1% 
a ar ferential Subordination to the revealed Will of Heaven. Wie 
She exerciſes her Powers, within thoſe appointed Limits, She 15 us— 
fpeakably ſerviceable ; and cannot be too Suftrioully cultivated, Bu, 
when ſhe ſets up herſelf in proud Contradiſtinction to the ſacred Orac.es; 
when, all-arrogant and ſelf-ſufficient, She ſays to the Word of Scripture, 
I have no Need of Thee : She is then, I muſt be bold to maintain, not 
only a Glow-worm, but an Ignis fatuus not only a Bubble, buta 
Suate. 

May not this Remark, with the ſtricteſt Propriety; and without the 
jeaſt Limitation ; be appiyed to the Cenerality of our modern Romance, 
Novels, and theatrical ee ? Thele are commonly calculated, 
to inllame a wanton Fancy. Or, if conducted with ſo much M oaef}v, 
as not to debauch the Affections; they pervert the Judgment, and be- 
wilder the Taſte. By their incredible Adventures; their extravagatt 
Parade of Gallantry ; and their Charatters, widely different from I ü 
and Nature; they inſpire fooliſh Conceits : beget idle Expetiation 
introduce a Diſguſt of genuine Hiſtory ; and indiſpole their Admire! 
to acquieſce in the decent Civilities, or to reliſh the ſober Satisfactory 
el common Life, 
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the ſame anxious Amazement; as Bel/ſhazzer be- 
- held the Hand-writing upon the Wall. Some 
looked upon it as a bloody * Flag ; hung out by 
divine Reſentment, over a guilty World. Some 
read, in it's glaring Viſage, the Fate of Nations, 
and the Fall of Kingdomst. To others, it ſhook, 
or ſeemed to ſhake, Peſtilence and War from it's 
horrid Hair.—For my Part; I am not ſo fuperſti- 
tious as to regard, what every Aſtrologer has to 
prognoſticate; upon the Acceſſion of a Comet or 


the Projection of it's huge vapoury Train. No- 


„ing can be more precarious and unjuſtifiable, 
p, chan to draw ſuch Concluſions from ſuch Events: 

Since they neither are preternatural Effects, nor 
ag do they throw the Frame of Things into any diſ- 
order. I would rather adore that omnipotent Be- 
FF ing, who rolled thoſe ſtupendous Orbs from his 
of creating Hand; and Rack them, by his provi- 
* dential Eye, through unmeaſurable Tracts of 
10 


„ 


Ether. Who bids them, now approach the Sun, 
and glow with unſufferable Ardors ; now, retreat 
to the utmoſt Bounds of our Planetary Syſtem, 
and make their Entry among other Worlds. 
They are harmleſs Viſitants. I acquit them 
from the Charge of cauſing, or being acceſſary to 
deſolating Plagues. Would to God, there were 
no other more formidable Indications, of approach- 


ng 


* —Luyuida ſi quando nocte cometæ 


Sanguinei lugubre ru bent. ViIac. 
PC Crinemque timendi 
Siderts, & terris mutantem regna cometem. LUCAN. 


+ © The Comet in the Year 1680, according to Sir Iſaac Newton's 
" N ee was, in it's neareſt Approach, above 166 Times nearer 
* the Sun than the Earth is. Conſequently, it's Heat was then 28009 
* Times greater than that of Summer. So that a Ball of Iron as big a3 
the Earth, heated by it, would hardly become cool in 50909 Y cars,” 
Dern, Aſtr. Theol. p. 227. | | | 
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ing Tudgments, or impending Ruin ! But, alaſgt 
when Vice becomes predominant, and Irreligion 
almoſt epidemical: when the Sabbaths of a 5 
God, are notoriouſly profaned ; and that“ Name 
* which is great, wonderful, and holy,” is proſti. 
tuted to the meaneſt, or abuſed: to the ie. 1 exe. 
crable Purpoſes : when the Worſhip of our great 
Creator and Preſerver is baniſhed, from many of 
the moſt con/ptcrous Families; and it is deemed 
a Piece of rude Impertinence, ſo much as to men 
tion the gracious Redeemer, in our genteet inter. 
wews e when it paſſes for an elegant Freedom of 
Behaviour, to ke the Myſteries of Chriſtiani. 
ty; and a Species of refined Converſation, to 
taint the Air with laſcivious Hints: when thoſe, 
who fit in the Scorner's Chair, fin with a High 
Hand; and many of thoſe. who wear the Profeſſor's 
Garb, are deſtitute of the Power and content 
themſelves with the mere Form of Godlinels: 
when ſuch is the State of a Community, there 1 
Reaſon, too apparent Reaſon, to be horribly 
afraid. Such Phenomena, abounding in the 
moral World, are not fanciful, but real Omen. 
Will not an injured God © be avenged on ſuch a 
Nation as this?” Will he not be provoked to 
* {weep it with the Beſom of Deſtruction *?“ 

O! that the Inhabitants of Great-Brilan, 
would lay theſe alarming Conſiderations to Heart: 
The Lord of Hoſts has commanded the Sword ot 

civii 

Ia. xiv. 23. The Eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Babylon, denoun- 
ces this Threatening, 1 will ſweep it with the Beſom of Deſtruction.— 
What a noble but dreadful Image, is here | How ftrongly and awfully 
pourtrayed ! How pregnant allo iu it's Signification ! Inumating the 
Nature, and exprelling the total Extirpation, of this wicked People: a 
the ſame time, ſuggeſting the perfect Eaſe, with which the righteous God 
would execute his intended Vengeance. Wo | 


= 
" 
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mul Diſcord, to return into it's Sheath. But 
have we returned, every one from his cvil Ways ? 
Are we become a renewed People; devoted to 
adying Saviour; and zealous of good Works ? 
Wat mean thoſe Peals of Sobs, which burſt 
from the exfrrimg Cattle ® What mean thoſe me- 


ln 
at Wlncho!ly Moans, where the luſty Droves were 
of ont to owe? What mean thoſe Arrows of 


untimely Neath, diſcharged on our innocent and 
ueful Animals ? 


en. 
7.8 No Wantonneſs or Sloth, has vitiated the Blood 
of We! thee Jaborious, temperate Creatures. They 


ave contracted no Diſeaſe, from unſeaſonable 
Indulgences, and inordinate Revelings. The 
ure Stream is their Drink; the ſimple Herb 
ich Wicir Repaſt. Neither Care diſturbs their Sleep, 
or Paſſion inflames their Breaſt. Whence then 
re they viſited with ſuch terrible Diſorders, as 
0 Prudence can prevent, nor any Medicines heal? 
re 15 {W->urely; theſe Calamities are the Weapons of Di- 
ne Diſpleaſure, and manifeſt Chaſtiſements of an 
nl Generation +. Surely God, the God to whom 
ens. Wl engeance belongeth,” has fill a controverſy with 
urſmful Land. And who can tell, where the Viſi- 
d toon will end? What a Storm may follow theſe 
eluſive Drops -O! that we may © hear the 
tain, Nod, and who hath appointed it!“ Taught by 
cart ele penal Effects of our Diſobedience, may we 
rd of nove che accur/ed ThingT, from our Tents; 


Cl | P OUr 
* If theſe Papers ſhould be ſo happy as to out-live their Author per- 
denou- it may be needful to inform Poſterity, that the above-mentioned 
ction. s, allude to a molt terrible, contagious, and mortal Difteniper; raging 
awfully e the horned Cattle, in various Parts of the Kingdom. / 
che vil Hine Letts vituli vulgo moriuntur in herbis, 
ople: Et dulces animas plena ad praſepia reddunt. 
ous Co Balatu hine pecorum, & crebris mugitibus amm es, 
Arenteſque ſonaut ripe, colleſque ſupin, „ Vine, 


＋ Joſh. vi. 18. 
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our Practices; our Hearts! May we turn from 
all Ungodlineſs, before Wrath come upon us to 
the uttermoſt ; before Iniquity prove our Ruin ! 

Sometimes, at this Hour, another moſt rc. 
markable Sight amuſes the Curious, and alarm; 
the Vulgar. A Blaze of lambent Meteors i; 
kindled, or ſome very extraordinary Lights arc 
refracted, in the Quarters of the North.—The 
Streams of Radiance, hike Legions ruſhing to 
the Engagement, meet and mingle ; inſomuch, 
that the Air ſeems to be all conflicting Fire, 
Within a while they ſtart from one another; and, 
like Legions in ee yp light, ſweep each a 
ſeparate Way, through the Firmament. Now, 
they are quieſcent ; anon, they are thrown into a 
quivering Motion ; preſently, the whole Horizon 
is illuminated with the glancing Flames. Some- 
times, with an Aſpect awfully ludicrous, they re- 
preſent extravagant and antic Vagaries. At othe 
Times, you would ſuſpect, that ſome invilible 
Hand was playing off the dumb Artillery of the 
Sktes; and, by a 1 Expedient, giving us tht 
Flaſh, without the Roar. 

The Villagers gaze at the SpeRacle, firſt with 
Wonder, then with Horror. A general Pani 
ſeizes the Country. Every Heart throbs, an 
every Face is pale. The Cc that flock to 
gether, inſtead of diminiſhing, increaſe the Dreac 
They catch Contagion, from each others Look 
and Words; while Fear is in every Eye, an 
every Tongue ſpeaks the Language of Terrot 
Some ſee hideous Shapes ; Armies mixing in her 
Encounter, or Fields ſwimming with Blood 
Some foreſee direful Events; States overthrow 
or mighty Monarchs tottering on their Throne 


Others, ſcared with ſtill more frightful App! 
| | heniio! 
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henſions, think of nothing but the Day of Doom. 
„Sure, ſays one, the unalterable Hour is ſtruck, 
and the End of all Things come.—See, replies 
« another, how the blaſted Stars look wan! Are 
„not theſe the Signs of the Son of Man, coming 
in the Clouds of Heaven ?—Jelus prepare us 
, * a Third, and lifts his Eyes in Devotion) 
„for the Archangel's Trump, and great Tribu- 
nal!“ 

If this waving Brightneſs, which plays inno- 
cently over our Heads, be ſo amazing to Mul- 
titudes; what inexpreſſible Conſternation muſt 
overwhelm unthinking Mortals, when the general 
(onflagratzon commences ! The Day, the dread- 
ful Day, is approaching; In the whichthe Heavens 
* ſrall paſs away with a great Noſex, and the 
* Elements fhall melt with fervent Heat; the Earth 
* alſo, and all the Works that are therem, ſhall be 
* burnt up.” That mighty Hand, which once 
opened the Windows from on High, and broke 
up the Fountains of the great Deep, will then 
unlock all the Magazines of Fire, and pour a 

Pp 2 ſecond 


* 2 Pet iii. 10. I have often thought this Verſe an eminent Inſtance 
of that Kind of beautiful Writing, in which the very Sound bears a Sort 
of Significancy ; at leaſt, carries an exatt Correſpondence with the Senſe. 
The original Expreſſion—is one of the boarſeſt and deepeſt Words in 
Language. Nothing could be more n to aſſect the Ear, 
v well as impreſs the Imagination, with the Wreck of Nature, and the 
Craſh of a falling World I ſcarce ever read this Clauſe, but it brings to 
wry Mind that admired Deſcription in MILTON: 

On a ſudden open fly, 
With impetuous Recoil, and jarring Sound, 
Th' infernal Doors, and on their Hinges grate 

Harſh Thunder. | Book II. I. 879. 
Iris a pleaſing Employ, and a very laudable Office of true Criticiſm, to 
point out theſe inferior Recommendations of the ſacred Claſſics, though 
believe, the inſpired Writers themſelves, amidſt all the Elevation and 
Magnificence of their Divine Ideas, diſdained a ſcrupulous Attention 1g 
ih little Niceties of Stile. ex 
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ſecond Deluge upon the Earth. The vengeful 
Flames, kindled by the Breath of the Almighty, 
ſpread themſolves from the Centre to the Cir. 
cumference. Nothing can withitand their Im. 
petuoſity; nothing can eſcape their Rage. Uni. 
verſal Deſolation attends their Progreſs. Magnih- 
cent Palaces, and folemn Temples, are Jaid in 
Aſhes. Spacious Cities, and impregnable I owers, 
are mingled in one ſinoaking Maſs. Not only 
the Prodaftions of h::-: mn Art, but the Works of 
Almighty Power, are Fuel for the devouring Ele. 
ment. The ever'a{ng Mountains melt, like the 
Snows which cover their Summit. Even vaſt 
Oceans, ſerve g y tc augment the inconceivable 
Rapidity ana Fury 04 the Blaze.—O! how ſhall 
J, or others, land undiſmayed amidſt the Glare 
of a burning World; unieis the Lord Jehovah 
be our Defence? How ſhall we be upheld in 
Security, when the Globe itſelf is ſinking in the 
fiery Ruin; unlels the Rock of Ages be our Sup- 
ort? | 
g Behold! a new Spectacle of Wonder! Tlie 
Moon is making her Entry on the Eaſtern Sky. 
Sce her riſing in clouded Majeity ! Opening, as it 
were, and aſſerting her original Commiſſion, to 
Tule over the Ntght. All grand and flately, but 
ſomewhat ſullied is her Aſpect. However, ſhe 
brightens as the advances ; and grows clearer, as 
ſhe climbs higher. Till, at length, her Silver 
loſes all its Proſs; ſhe unveils her peericts Light; 
and becomes “the Beauty of Heaven, the Glory 
of the Stars“; delighting every Eye, and chcar- 


Ecclus xllii. 9. | 3* 428) 
1 A AN cal GUS Los. 
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ing the whole World, with the Brightneſs of her 
Appearance, and the Softneſs of her Splendors.— 
O! thou Queen of the Shades! May it be my Am- 
pition, to follow this thy ive Example! 
While others are fond to tranſcribe the Faſhions 
of little Courts, and to mimic Ferlonages of in- 
ferior State; be it mine, to imitate thy 2mproving 
Purity! May my Conduct become more unble- 
miſhed ; and my Temper more refined ; as I pro- 
ceed farther and farther, in my probationary 
Courſe! May every ſordid Deſire wear away, 
and every irregular Appetite be gradually loft ; 
as I whe nearer Approaches to the celeſtial 
Manſions ! Will not this be a comfortable Evi- 
dence, that I too ſhall ſhine, m my adored Rc- 
deemer's Kingdom ? Shine, with a richer Luſtre, 
than that which radiates from thy reſplendent 
Orb : ſhine, with an unfading Luſtre, when every 
Ray, that beams from thy beauteous Sphere, is 
totally extinguiſhed ? 

The Day afforded us a Varicty of entertaining 
Sights. Theſe were all withdrawn at the Accel- 
ton of Darkneſs. The Stars, kindly officious, 
immediately lent us their Aid. This ſerved to 
uievate the Frown of Night; rather than to re- 
cover the Objects from their Obſcurity. A faint. 
Ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not from the intirc 
Surface of Things, gave the ſtraining Eye, a 
very imperfect Glimpſe; ſuch as rather mocked, 
than ſatisfſied Viſion. Now the Moon is riſen. 
and has collected all her Beams, the Veil is taken 
olf from the Countenance of Mature. I ſee the 
recumbent Flocks ; I fee the green Hedge-Rows, 
though without the feathered Choriſters, hopping 
irom Spray to Spray, In ſhort, I ſee once "ou 
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the World's great Picture: not indeed in it's late 
lively Colours, but more delicately ſhaded, and ar- 
rayed in ſofter Charms*, 

What a majeſtic Scene is here! Incomparably 
grand, and exquiſitely fine !—The Moon, like an 
immenſe cryſtal Lamp, pendent in the magnificent 
Cieling of the Heavens. The Stars, like ſo many 
Thouſands of golden Tapers, fixed in their azure 
Sockets. All pouring their Luſtre on ſpacious 
Cities, and loſty Mountains; glittering on the 
Ocean; gleaming on the Foreſt ; and opening a 
Proſpect, wide as the Eye can glance, more vari. 
ous than Fancy can paint F.—We are forward 
to admire the Performances of human Art. 4 
Landſcape, elegantly deſigned, and executed with 
a maſterly Hand; a Piece of Statuary, which 
ſeems, amidſt all the Recommendations of exact 
Proportion, and graceful Attitude, to ſoften into 
F ich, and almoſt breathe with Life; theſe little 
Imitalions of Nature, we behold with a pleaſing 
| Surprile, 


* — — Now reigns | 
Full orb'd the Moon, and with more pleaſing Light 
Shadowy ſets off the Face of 'Things.— Mitt, 


+ As when the Moon, reſulgent Lamp of Night, 
er Heaven's clear Azure ſpreads her ſacred Lrght ; 
Ven nct a Breath diſturbs the deep Serene, 
And not a Cloud ver-caſts the ſoiemn Scene: 
Around her Throne the vivid Planets roll, 
And Stars unnumber'd gild the glowing Pole: 
Oer the dark Trees a yellower Verdure ſhed, 
And tip with Silver ev'ry Mountain's Head ; 
Then ſhine the vales ; the Rocks in Proſpect rife ; 
A Flood of Glory burſus from all the Sies 
Ihe conſcious Swains, rejoicing in the Sight, 
Dye the Hue Vault, and bleſs the uſeful Light. Iliad VIII. 
7 tranſcribe theſe Lines, becauſe Mr. Pope ſays, they exhibit, in the O. 
ginal, the fineſt Neght-Prece in Poetry. And. if they are ſo beautiful! 
tiomer's Language; who can ſuſpect their ſuffering any Diſadvantg 
from the Pen of his admirable Tranſlator ? 


( 
( 
k 
q 
( 
V 
9 
[ 


ON THE NIGHT 2856 


Surpriſe. And ſhall we be leſs affected, leſs de- 
lighted, with the inexpreſſibly noble, and com- 
pletely finiſhed Original /—The ample Dimen- 
lions of Ranelagh's Dome; the gay Illuminations 
of Vaux-Hall Grove; I ſhould ſcorn to mention 
on ſuch an Occaſion, were they not the Objects of 
general Admiration. Shall we be charmed with 
thoſe puny Eſſays of finite 1 pw. ; and touched 
with no Tranſport, at this 1 

Omnipotent Skill ! At the auguſt Grandeur, and 
ſhining Statelineſs, of the Firmament? which 
forms an Alcove for ten thouſand Worlds, and 1s 
ornamented with Myriads of everlaſting Lumi- 
naries.—Surely, this mult betray, not 0 a total 
Want of Religion,; but the moſt abject Littleneſs 
of Mind, and the utmoſt Poverty of Genius. 

The Moon, is not barely © an Ornament in 
* the high Places of the Lord*;“ but of ſignal 
Service to the Inhabitants of the Earth How un- 
comfortable is deep, pitchy, total Darkneſs! Eſ- 
pecially, in the long abſence of the Winter's Sun. 
Welcome therefore, thrice welcome, this auſpi— 


nal Gloom, and line with Silver the raven-colour- 
ed Mantle of Night !—How deſirable to have our 
Summer-Evenings illuminated! That we may be 
able to tread the dewy Meads, and breathe the 
delictous Fragrance of our Gardens; eſpecially, 
when the ſultry Heats render it irkſome and fati- 


guing, to walk abroad by Day.—How chearing 


to the Shepherd, the Ule of this univerſal Lantern; 


as He tends his fleecy Charge, or late conſigns 


them to their hurled Cots ! How comfortable and 


i. Wow advantageous to the Mariner, as he ploughs 
al —— — — 


nap * Ecclus xliii. 9. 


upendous Diſplay of 


cious Gift of Providence: to enliven the noctur- 
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the Midnight Main; to adjuſt the Tackling, to ex. 
PINE his Way, and, under the Influence of this 
eaming Sconce, to avoid the fatal Rock For 
theſe, and other beneficial Purpoſes, the Hand of 
the Almighty has hung the ſtately Branch on high; 
and filled it with a Splendor not confined to a 
ſingle Edifice, or commenſurate to a particular 
Square, but diffuſive as the whole Extent of ths 
Hemiſphere. | 
The moſt faithful of our inferior Servants, are 
ſometimes tardy in their Office; ſometimes negli 
gent of their Duty. But this celeſtial Attendant 
15 molt exattly punttual, at all the ſtated Periods of 
her Miniſtration. If we chooſe to prolong our 
Journey, after the Sun is gone down; the Moon 
during her whole Increaſe, is always ready io aft 
in the Capacity of a Guide, If we are wclned 
to ſet out very early in the Morning ; tte Moon, 
in her Decreaſe prevents the dawn, on purpoſe, to 
offer her Aſſiſtance. And, becauſe it is ſo pleaſant 
a Thing, for the Eyes to behold the Light; the 
Moon, at her Full, by a Courſe of unintermitted 
Waiting, gives us, as it were, a double day.— 
How apparently has the divine Wiſdom intereſted 
itſelf, in providing even for the pleaſurable Ac. 
comodation of Man! how deſirous, that He ſhould 
want no Piece of commodious Furniture; no Kind 
of delightful Convenience! and, in Proſecution 
of theſe benevolent Intentions, has annexed lo 
valuable an appendage to the terreſtrial Globe.— 
Juſtly, therefore, does the Pſalmiſt celebrate that 
admirable Conſtitution, which ordained the Moon 
and the Stars to govern the Night, as an Inſlance of 
rich Goodneſs and of Mercy which endureth jo 


ever*, | 
The 


* Pfal. cxxxvi. g. 
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All the Brightneſs, which beautifies her Counte- 


Parent of Day, and the Palace of Light. j* From 
thence, the Morning-Star = her Horn“; from 


iuftre; and from thence, the Moon derives all 
her ilver Radiance.—lt is pleaſing to reflect, that 
ſuch is the Cafe with the all- ent Redcemer, 
and his dependant People. We are repleniſhed 
from his Fulneſs. What do we poſſeſs, which we 
have not received; and what can we deſire which 
ve may not expect; from that never-failing Source 
of all Good? He is the Author of our Faith, and 
the Former of our Graces. In his unſpotted Life, 
we ſee the Path; in his meritorious Death, the 
Price; and in his triumphant . Reſurrection, the 


Proof of Bliſs and Immortality. If we offend, and 


fall Seven Times a Day; He is the Lord our 
Peace. If we are depraved and our beſt Deeds 
very unworthy ; He is the Lord our R:ightcouſ- 
neſs, If we are blind, and even brutiſh, in 
heavenly Knowledge? He is the Lord our Wi/- 


ſcatters the intellectual Gloom; his Eye looks 


commonly called the Morning-Star, is found, by our Teleſcopes, fre- 


ue the Moon, a little before or after her Conjunction. But this would 


Rauure. 


ä F Judg. vi. 23 by Jer, XX111, 6, b 8 1 Cor. ls 30, 


The Moon, it is confeſſed, is no luminous Body. 


nance, is originally in the ſun, and no more than 


tranſmiſſively in her. That glorious Orb is the 


thence, the Planetary Circles are - crowned with 


dom &: his Word diſpels the Shades; his Spirits 
our Darkneſs into Day. In ſhort, we are nothing, 
and “ Chrilt is all.“ Worſe than defective in our- 
| . 29 | ſelves, 
* I might, to juſlify this Expreſſion, obſerve, that the Planet Venus, 
quently to appear horned; or to have a Creſcent of Light, ſomewhat _ 


& aremark, too deep and refined for my Scheme; which proceeds. only 8 


dan a ſußerfi cid knowledge, and the moſt o5vzous Appearances» uf _ 
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ſelves, © we are complete in Him.“ So that if yo 


Juſt adorns her Brow. Soon, it dwindles into 


vaniſhes, and ſhe becomes a beamleſs Orb. — Some 


on her 1 Tour, from the oppoſite Regio 
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ſhine, 1t 1s with delegated Rays, and with Borroy. 
ed Light. We act by a Strength, and glory in 
Merits, not our own.—O! may we be thoroughly 
{ſenſible of our Dependance on the Saviour! May 
we a arr imbibe his propitious Beams; and 
never, by indulging Unbeltef, or backſliding into 
Folly, withdraw our Souls from his benign Inſlu 
ences ! Leſt we loſe our Comfort, and our Holi 
neſs; as the fair Ruler of the Night loſes he 
Splendor, when her Urn is turned from it's Foun 
tainꝰ, and receives no more. Communications of 
ſolar Effulgence. 

The Moon 1s inceſſantly varying, either in het 
Aſpect, or her Stages. — Sometimes, ſhe looks ful 
upon us, and her Viſage is all Luſtre. Sometimes 
ſhe appears in Profile, and ſhews us only half he 
inlightened Face. Anon, a radiant Creſcent bu 


{lender Streak. Till, at length, all her Beaut) 


times, ſhe riſes with the deſcending Day, and be 
gins her Proceſſion, amidſt admiring Mult 
tudes. Etre long, ſhe defers her Progreſs till th 
midnight Watches and ſteals unobſerved, upo 
the ſleeping World. —Sometimes, ſhe juſt ente 
the Edges of the Weſtern Horizon, and drops us 
ceremonious. Viſit. Within a-while, ſhe ſets o 


of the Eaft ; traverſes the whole Hemz/þhere ; an 
never offers to withdraw, till the more refulge 
Partner of her Sway renders her Preſence unn 
ceſſa 
* Alluding to thoſe truly poetical Lines in Milton 
Hither, as to their Fountain, other Stars 


Repairing, in their golden Urns draw Light. 
| Par, Loſt, B. VII.. 364. 


ceſſary.—In a Word; ſhe is, while converſant 
among us, ſtill waxing or waning, and“ never 
* continueth in one Stay.” | 
Such is the Moon; and ſuch are all ſublunary 
Things ; expoled to perpetual Viciſſitudes. How 
often, and how ſoon, have the faint Echoes of 
Renown ſlept in ſilence, or been converted into 
the Clamours of Obloquy ! The ſame Lips, al- 
moſt with the ſame Breath, cry Hoſanna, and 
Crucity.—Have not R:ches confeſſed their noto- 
nous Treachery, a Thouſand and a Thouſand 
Times? Either melting away, like Snow in our 
Hands, by inſenſible degrees; or eſcaping, like a 
vinged Priſoner from it's Cage, with a precipitate 
Flight.— Have we not known the Bridegroom's 
Clofet, an Antechamber to the Tomb; and heard 
the Voice, which ſo lately pronounced the ſpark- 
Ing Pair Huſband and Wite, proclaim an ever- 
laſting Divorſe; and ſeal the Decree with that 
ſolemn Aſſervation, Aſhes to Aſhes, Duſt to 
* Duſt ?*—Our Friends, though the Medicine of 
Life; our Health, though the Balm of Nature ; 
are a moſt precarious Poſſeſſion. How ſoon may 
the firſt become a Corpſe in our Arms; and how 0 
eaſily is the laſt deſtroyed in it's Vigour - Vou Wd 
have ſeen, no doubt, a Set of pretty painted Birds, | 
perching on your Trees, or {| orting in your 
Meadows. You was pleaſed with the lovely Vi- 
ſitants, that brought Beauty on their Wings, and 
Melody in their Throats. But could you inſure 
the Continuance of this agreeable Entertainment! 0 
No, truly. At the leaſt diſturbing Noiſe, at the 1 
leaſt terrifying Appearance, they ſtart from their 1 
Seats; they mount the Skies; and are gone in vt! 
an Inſtant, are gone for ever. Would you chooſe 


242 to 
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to have a Happineſs, which bears Date with their 
Arrival, and expires at their Departure ? If you 
could not be content with a Portion, enjoyable 
only through ſuch a yortuitous Term, not of 
Years, but of Moments, O! take up with nothing 
earthly, ſet your Affections on Things above: 
there alone is “no Variableneſs or Shadow of 
| * turning.” 
| 705, is not a more illuſtrious Pattern of Pa. 
tience, than an eminent Exemplification of this 
| Remark.—View him in his fprwate Eſtate, He 
| heaps up Silver as the Duſt ; he waſhes his Steps 
| in Butter, and the Rock pours him out Rivers of 
O1l.—View him in his public e ter. Princes 
revere his Dignity; the Aged liſten to his 
Wiſdom ; every Eye beholds him with Delight 
every Tongue loads him Bleſſings. View him in 
i his domeſttc Circumſtances. On one Hand, he is 
| defended by a Troop of Sons; on the other, | 
adorned with a Train of Daughters; and on all 
Sides, ſurrounded by © a very great Rouſhold.” 
Never was human Felicity ſo conſummate; 
never was diſaſterous Revolution fo ſudden. The 
Lightning, which conſumed his Cattle, was not 
more terrible, and ſcarce more inſtantaneous, 
The joytul Parent is bereft of his Offspring, and 
his © Children are buried in Death.“ The Man 
of Aflluence is ſtript of his Abundance ; and he, 
who was cloathed in Scarlet, embraces the Dung- 
hill. The venerable Patriarch is the Deriſion ol 
Scoundrels; and the late Darling of an indulgent 
Providence, is become “ a Brother to Dragons, 
da Companion of Owls.” —Nor need we go back 
to former Ages, for Proofs of this afflicting Truth. 
In our Times; in all Times; the Whecl conti 
5 nucs 


OH. THENICGCHT. $89 


nues the ſame inceſſant Whirl. And 1 
thoſe, who are triumphing, To- day, in the higheſt 
Elevations of Joy; To- morrow, are bemoaning 
the Inſtability of mortal Affairs, in the very 
Depths of Miſery*.—Amidft ſo much Fluctuation 
and Uncertainty ; how wretched is the Condi- 
tion, which has no Anchor of the Soul, ſure and 
teadfalt. May thy loving-kindneſs, O God, be 
our preſent Treaſure ; and thy future Glory, our 
reverſfionary Inheritance! Then itall our Hap- 
pineſs, not be like the full-orbed Moon, which is 
* a Light that decreaſethi in it's Perfection; but like 
me Sun, when he goeth forth in his Strength, 
and knoweth no other Change, but that of e 
more and more unto the perfect Day. 

Methinks, in this ever-varying Sphere, I ſee a 
Repreſentation, not only of our temporal Advan- 
tages, but alſo of our ſprritual Accompliſhments. 
Such, Jam ſure, is what the kind Partiality of a 
Friend would call my Rzghtcouſneſs And ſuch, I 
am apt to ſuſpettf, is the Righteouſneſs of every 

an 


* I believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temauite ſays of the 
Aturs of the Wicked, to all ſublunary Things; as a true Deſcription 
ef weir very great Inflability. Foo xx11. 16. rendered by Schultens, 


emen fuſum fundamentum eorum. T1 heir Foundation (or what they 


reckon their moſt ſolid and ſtable Poſſeſhon) is a Flood peured out — 


Which is one of the boldeſt Images, and moſt poctical Beauties, I ever 
met with in any Language, ſacred or profane. bo order to have a toler- 
wie Conception of the Image, and a taſte of it's Beauty; you mult ſup- 
pole Torrent of Waters, ruſhing in broken Cataradts, and with impetuous 
Napidity, from a ſteep and craggy Mountain, Then. imagine to yourlelf 
an £difice, built upon the Surge of this rolling Precipice ; which has no o- 
iner Baſis, than one of theſe headlong whirling Waves, Was there ever ſuch 
i Repreſentation of tranſitory Proſperity, tending, with inconceivable 
dwittneſs unto Ruin? Yet ſuch is every Form of human Felicity, that 
b not grounded on Jeſus, and a Participation of his Merits, who is the 
Rock of Ages ; on Jeſus, and his Image formed in our Hearts, which is 
ae Hope of Glory. | | 

I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpett, others by 


mvſe if 
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Man living. Now we exerciſe it, in ſome fey 
Inſtances ; in ſome little Degrees. Anon, Sin re. 
vives, and leads our Souls into a tranſient, though 
unwilling Captivity. Now we are meck ; but 
ſoon a ruffling Accident intervenes, and turns our 
Compoſure into a fretful Diſquietude. Now we 
are humble; ſoon we reflect upon ſome inconſider. 
able or imaginary Superiority over others, and a 
ſudden Elatement ſwells our Minds. Now, per. 
haps, we poſſeſs a clean Heart, and are warm with 
holy Love. But O! how eafily is the Purity of 
our Affections ſullied; how ſoon the Fervour cf 
our Gratitude cooled! And is there not ſomething 
amiſs, even in our beſt Moments ? Something to 
de 4/hamed of, in all we are, ſomething to be 7e 
pented of, in all we do ? 

With what Gladneſs, therefore, and adoring 
Thankfulneſs, ſhould we © ſubmit to the Righte- 
* oulſneſs of our incarnate God ;” and receive, as 
a Divine Gift, what cannot be acguited by Hom 

Orks 


myſelf ; but as taking my Eflimate, from the unerring Standard of Scrip- 
ture. And indeed, proceeding on this Evidence, ſupported by this Au- 
thority, I might have ventured farther than a bare Suſpicion. For, 
+ there is not a juſt Man upon Earih, that doeth Good, and finneth not;” 
fays the Spirit of Inſpiration by Solomon (Ecclef. vii. 20.)—Nay, fuch ! 
the Purity, and ſo extenſive are the Demands of the Divine Law, that an 
Apoſtle makes a flill more humbling Acknowledgment ; “ In mary 
„Things we offend Al.” { Jam. iii. 2.\—And the unerring Teacher, vl 
moii thoroughly knew our Frame, direfis the molt advanced, moll 
eltabliſhed, and moſt watchful Chriſtians, to pray daily for the Forge 
neſs of their dai Treſpaſſes.—To which Teſtimonies, I beg Leave 1 
add an elegant Paſſage from the Canticles ; becauſe, it not only exprelſcs 
the Sentiment of this Paragraph, but illuſtrates it by the very fame Sim. 
litude. She (the Church) is fair as the Moon ; clear as the Sun. Fa 
as the Moon, the lefſer and changeable Light, in her Sandiſicatio!* 
Clear as the Sun, the greater and invariable Luminary, in her Tuſtifica- 
tion. The inherent Holineſs of Believers being imperfett, and ſubjcci io 
many Inequalities; while their imputed Righteouſneſs is every Way 
complete, and conſtantly like nſclf, Cant. vi. 10. 
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Works* !—A Writer, of the firſt Diſtinction, and 
niceſt Diſcernment, ſtiles the Obedience of our 
glorious Surety, an everlaſting RighteouſneſsF, 
Such as was ſubjet to no Interruption, nor 
obſcured by the leaſt Blemiſh ; but proceeded al- 
ways in the ſame uniform Tenour, of the moſt 
ſpotleſs Perfettion.—This Righteouſneſs, in an- 
other Senſe, anſwers the Prophet's exalted Deſ- 
cription ; as it's beneficial and . Efficacy 
knows no End; but laſts through all our Life; 
laſts in the trying Hour of Death; laſts at the de- 
ciive Day of judgment; laſts through every Ge- 
neration; and will laſt to all Eternity. 
Sometimes, I have ſeen that reſplendent Globe 
ſtript of her Radiance; or, according to the em- 
phatical Language of Scripture, © turned into 
Blood.” The Earth, interpoſing with it's opake 
Body, intercepted the ſolar Rays, and caſt it's 
own gloomy Shadow on the Moon. The malig- 
nant Influence gained upon her ſickening Orb; 
extinguiſhed, more and more, the feeble Re- 
mainders of Light; till at length, like one in a 
deep Swoon, no Domelinel was left in her Counte- 
nance ; ſhe was ny over- ſpread with Darkneſs. 
At this Juncture, what a Multitude of Eyes were 


gazing upon the rueful Spettacle ! Even of thoſe. 


Eyes, which diſregarded the Empreſs of the 
Night; or beheld her with Indifference ; when 
robed in Glory, and riding in her triumphal 
Chariot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter Day through the Nations. 
—But now, under theſe Circumſtances of Dil- 
grace, they watch her Motions with the moſt pry- 
ing Attention. In every Place, her Misfortune is 


the 


Rom. v. 17.—X. 3. | + Dan, ix. 24. 


. — — — — ys” yy <> am RN —— — 4 
4 * * - — _— 
- — — w . 
— ha o 
_ — . Aa © - 


— ʒ‚ —ͤ—ſ —— ͤöäwꝛ̃—j — 


92 C ONTEMPLATIONS 


the Object of general Obſervation; and the pre- 
vailing Topic of Diſcourſe, in every Company. 
Is it not thus, with regard to Perſons of En. 


nence, in their reſpe&ive Spheres! Kings, at the 


Head of their Subjects; Nobles, ſurrounded with 


their Dependents ; and (after Names of ſo much 
Grandeur, may I be allowed to add?) Minilter, 


labouring among their People“; are each in a con- 
{n1cuous Station. Their Conduct in it's ui 
Step, eſpecially in any Miſcarriage, will be nar- 


rowly ſurveyed, and critically ſcanned. Can there 
be a louder Call, to 8 the Paths of their 


Feet, and to be particularly jealous over all their 


Ways? —Thoſe, who move in inferior Life, may 


groſsly offend ; and little Alarm be given; per- 


haps, no Notice taken. But it is not to be ex- 
pected, that the leaſt Slip in their 3 the 


teaſt Flaw in their Character, will paſs undilcover- 


ed. Malice, with her Eagle-Eyes, will be ſure to 


diſcera them; while Cenſure, with her ſhrill 


Trumpet, will be as far from concealing them; 


as Calumny, with her treacherous Whiſpers, from 


extenuating them. A Planet may ſink below the 
Horizon; or a Star, for ſeveral Months, withdraw 
it's Shining; and ſcarce one in ten Thouſand per- 


ceive the Loſs. But, if the Moon ſuffers a tran- 
ſtent Eclipſe, almoſt half the World are Spectators 
of her Diſhonour. | | 

Very different was the Caſe, when, at this late 


Hour, I have taken a ſolitary Walk on the Weſtern 
. Cliffs. At the Foot of the ſteep Mountain, the 
Sea, all clear and ſmooth, ſpread itſelf into an 
immenſe Plain, and held a watry Mirror to the 


Skies. 


* Ye are the Light of the World, A City that is ſet on an Hill, cau- 
not be id, Matt. v. 14. | 
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skies. Infinite Heights aboye, the Firmament 
fretched it's azure Expanſe ; beſpangled with un- 
numbered Stars, and adorned with the Moon, 
„walking in Brightneſs*.” She ſeemed to con- 
template herſelf, with a peculiar Pleaſure ; while 
the tranſparent Surface, both received, and re- 
turned her filver Image. Here, inſtead of being 
covered with Sack-cloth, ſhe ſhone with double 
Luſtre; or rather, with a Luſtre multiplied, in 
Proportion to the Number of Beholders, and their 
various Situations. 

Such, methinks, is the Effect of an exemplary 
Behaviour, in Perſons of exalted Rank. Their 
Courſe as it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, fo it will be 
happily znfluent:a/, Others will catch the diffu- 
Ive Ray; and be ambitious to reſemble a Pattern, 
o attracting; ſo commanding. Their amiable 
Qualities, will not terminate in themſelves : but 
ve ſhall fee them veflected from their Families; 
their Acquaintance ; their Retainers. Juſt as we 
may now behold another Moon; trembling + in 
the Stream ; glittering in the Canal and diſplay- 


Waters. 


The Moon, Philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of Sovereign. 
over the great Deep. Her Orb like a Royal 
Yeptre, ſways the Ocean, and actuates the fluid 
Realms. It ſwells the Tides, and perpetuates the 


means, the liquid Element purges off it's Filth ; 
rom poiſoning the World.—Is the Moon thus 
R r 555 Faith 


fob xxxi. 26. | | 
+ Splendet tremulo ſub Lumine Pontus. Vins. 
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ng it's lovely Impreſs, on every Collection of 


rctprocal Returns of Ebb and Flow. By which 
and is preſerved, from being putrefied itſelf, and 


beratzve on the vaſt Abyſs? And ſhall not the 


” os , 


4 2 — . to 1 — —ä—ä 0 — I 
< — & 3 = — — - — — — 
7 * ta. =" . — -— - — — 
= > I Q——Q— — — — — — . 2 8 * — ky 
a — ” - - - 
— 
— — . ; 4E -* 
. 


LETT. < 
— —— 
— 


— 


— 
_— — = 
— — — — —— A IS 


8 — — 
a» 
— * — 


— — —— — — 
— — _ — 
— — — — 


i" 
q 
. 
. 
| 


— * » — — — ,—_ — 
„„ N „ ” * * _ 


my Father's Ringo: which far outſhine theſe 


294 CONTEMPLATIONS 


Faith of eternal and infinite Delights to come, be 
equally efficacious on this Soul of mine Far 
above her argent Fields, are Treaſures of Haji. 
neſs, unſeen 175 mortal Eye; by mortal Ear un. 
heard; and unconceived by any human Imaging. 
tion. In that deſirable World, the moſt diſtin. 
guiſhed and exalted Honours alſo are conſerred; 
in Compariſon with which, the Thrones and Dia. 
dems of earthly Monarchs, are empty Pageants, 
and childiſh 'Toys.—Yonder Arch of Sapphire; 
with all it's Spangles of Gold, is but the Floor of 
thoſe Divine Abodes. What then are the Apart 
ments; what is the Palace? How bright wit 
Glories ; how rich with Bliſs? | 
O!] ye Manſions of Bleſſedneſs; ye Beauties cl 


Lamps of the viſible Heaven; tranſmit your ſwee 
and winning Invitations to my Heart. Altract and 
reine, all my Affections. Withdraw them ſro 
agnating, on the ſordid Shores of Fleſh ; neve 
ſuffer them to ſettle, upon the 1mpure Lees 0 
Senſe: but impreſs them with Emotions of reſtlel 
Deſire, after ſublime and celeſtial Joys.—Joy 
that will proceed, ſtill proceed in a copious and 
everlaſting Flow, when Seas ſhall cou to roll 
— Joys, s will charm every Faculty with un 
1maginable Pleaſure ; when the Moon, with he 
waxing Splendors, ſhall chear our Sight n. 
more. | 
Enough for the preſent Evening. My Thougit 
have been ſufficiently exerciſed, and my Steps be 
gin to be attended with Wearineſs. Let me obe 
the Admonition of Nature; and give Reſpitet 
my Meditations, Slumber to my Eyes. But fla 
—Shall I retire to the Bed of Sleep, with as litti 
Ceremony 


I 
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Ceremony, and with as much Inattention, as the 
Brutes to their ſordid Lair? Are no Acknowlelge- 
ments due to that Divine Being, who 1s the Sup- 
port of my Life, and the Length of my Days ? 
Have I no farther Need of his protecting Care; no 
more Occaſion for the Bleſlings of his Goodneſs ? 
—Leþidus, perhaps, may Jaugh at the bendid 
Knee; and have a thouſand Darts of Raillery, 
ready to diſcharge on the Practice of Devotion. 
The Wits, I know, are unmercifully ſevere on, 
what they call the Drugery of Prayer, and the fan- 
taſtical Rant of Praiſe. Theſe they leave to the 
literate Labourer, and the mean Mechanic; or 
treat them, with a contemptuous Sneer, as the 
Parſon's ignoble Trade. 

Is it then an Inſtance of ſuperſtitious Blindneſs, 
o diſtinguiſh, or of whimfical Zeal, to celebrate; 
the mofl ſupereminent Excellency and Merit? Is 
t an ungraceful Buſineſs; or does it argue a 
groveling Diſpoſition ; to magmly Gooanels, 
ranſcendently rich and diffuſi ve? What can be 
lo truly becoming a dependent State, as to pay our 
adoring Homage, to the Author of all Perleclion 
and profeſs our devoted Allegiance, to the ſu- 
preme almighty Governor of the Univerſe? Can 
any thing more ſignificantly beſpeak an zngenuous 
Temper ; or adminiſter a more real Satisfaction to 
s fineſt Feelings; than the Exerciſes of penitential 
Devotion? By which we give Vent to an honeſt 
4 8 ; or melt into filial Sorrow; for our In- 
ſenſibility to the beſt of Friends, for our Diſobedi- 
ence to the beſt of Parents ?—In a Word; can 
mere be a more ſublime Pleaſure, than to dwell, 
n. fixed Contemplation, on the Beauties of the 
Eternal Mind; the amiable Original of all that is 

TEES + = away fair, 
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{ fair, grand, and harmonious; the beneſicient 

|  CGiver of all that is convenient, comfortable, and 

uſeful ? Can there be a more advantageous Em. 
yloy, than to preſent our Requeſts to the Father 

| of Mercies ; opening our Minds to the Irradia. 

| tions of his Wiſdom, and all the Faculties of our 

| Souls to the Communications of his Grace? It i; 

| 

| 

| 


— - S 


ſtrange, unaccountably ſtrange, that the Notion 

of Dignity in Sentiment, and the Purſuit of refined 

Enjoyment, ſhould ever. be diſunited from De- 

| votion. That Perſons, who make Pretenſions to 

an improved Taſte, and exalted Genius, ſhould 

neglett this moſt ennobling Intercourſe, with the 

wileſt and beſt of Beings ; the inexhauſtible Source 
of Honour and Joy. 

Shall I be detered from approaching this Source 
of the pureſt Delight? Deterred from purſumg 
this higheſt Improvement of my Nature? Deterred 
from all, by a formidable Banter; or conſutcd, 
by one irrefragable Smile? No, let the Moon, in 
her reſplendant Sphere; and yonder Pole, with 
all it's ſtarry Train; witneſs, if I be ſilent, Even 
or Morn. If I refrain to kindle in my Heart and 
breathe from my Lips, the reaſonable Incenſe ol 
Praiſe. Praiſe to that great and glorious God, 

. who formed the Earth, and built the Skies; who 
poured from his Hand the watry World, and 
ſhed the all-ſurrounding Air abroad. —“ Thou 
* allo madeſt the Night, Maker Omnipotent! and 
„Thou, the Day! Which I, though leſs than 
* the leaſt of all thy Mercies, have paſſed in 
* Safety Tranquility, and Comfort. — When I was 
loſi in the Extravagance of Dreams, or lay im- 
merſed in the Infeniibility of Sleep; thy Hand 
recovered me from the temporary Lethargy. Th) 
Hand ſet a new, a delicately fine Edge, F - 

| | „ e ee 
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« hlunted Senſes; and ſtrung my Sinews with re- 
© cruited Vigour, When my Thoughts were be- 
© numbed and ſtupified, thy quickening Influence 
« rouſed them into Activity; when they were diſ- 
* concerted and wild, thy regulating Influence 
reduced them into Order. Refitting me at once 
* to reliſh the innocent Entertainments of an 
© Animal, and to enjoy the ſublime Gratifications 
* of a rational Capacity. — When Darkneſs cover- 
„ed the Creation, at thy Command, the Sun 
* aroſe ; painted the Flowers, and diſtinguiſhed 
* every Object; gave Light to my Feet, and gave 
© Nature, with all her | cp? x Scenes, to my 
* Eye.—To Thee, O Thou God of my Strength, 
* I owe the Continuance of my Being, and the 
* Vivacity of my Conſtitution. By thy ſacred 
Order, without any Conſciouſneſs of mine, the 
„Wheels of Life move, and the crimſon Foun- 
* tain plays. Over-ruled by thy exquiſite Sk, 
it transforms itſelf, by the niceſt Operations of 
* an inexplicable Kind of Chemiſtry, into a Va- 
* riety of the fineſt Secretions. Which glide into 
„the Muſcles, and ſwell them for Aktion; or 
pour themſelves into the Fluids, and repair their 
* inceſſant Decays. Which cauſe Chearſulneſs 
* to ſparkle in the Eye, and Health to bloom in 
the Cheek. | 
* Diſaſterous Accidents, injurious to the Peace 
*of my Mind; or fatal to the Welfare of m 
Body; beſet my Paths. But thy Faithfulneſs 
* and Truth, like an impenetrable Shield, guard- 
* ed me all around. Under this Divine Protec- 
tion, I walked ſecure, amidſt Legions of appar- 
* ent Perils; and paſſed unhurt, through a far. 
greater Multiplicity of nee Evils, je" 
| O 
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* of my Bones was broken; not a ſingle Shaft 
* grazed upon my Eaſe; even when the Eye that 
watched over me, ſaw, in it's wide Survey, 
« Thouſands falling beſide me, in irrecoverable 
„ Ruin; and ten Thouſands dec ply wounded, on 
* my Right-hand.,—It Sickneſs has, at any Time, 
* ſaddened my Chamber, or Pain harrowed my 
« Fleſh; it was a whotſome Diſcipline, and a 
« gracious Severity. The Chaſtiſement proved 
* a ſovereign Medicine, to cure me of an immo- 
« derate Fondnels, for this imperfett troubleſome 
% State; and to quicken my Deſires, after the 
% unimbittered Enjoyments of my eternal Home, 
« — Has not thy Munificence, unwearied and un- 
* bounded, ſpread my Table, and furniſhed it, 
« with the fineſt Wheat; repleniſh it, with Mar- 
*« row and Fatneſs ? While Ten ene ſweetned 
« the Bowl; Appetite ſeaſoned the Dilh ; Con- 
“ tentment and Gratitude crowned the Repaſt.— 
Has not thy Kindneſs, O God of the Families of 
« Tſrael, preſerved my affectionate Relations; 
% who ſtudy, by their tender Offices, to ſoften 
« every Care, and heighten every Joy ? Has not 
« thy Kindneſs ven me valuable Frzends; whole 
*« Preſence is a Edi to chear me in a dejetted 
Hour; and whoſe Converſation mingles Im- 
* provement with Delight? 
* When Sin lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery Scenes 
« of Pleaſure; enlightened by thy Wiſdom, 14% 
* cerned the latent Miſchief ; made reſolute by tij 
« Grace, I ſhunned the luſcious Bane. If, thro 
* the Impulſe of Senſuality, or the Violence ol 
“ Paſſion, I have been hurried into the Snare, 
* and ſtung by the Serpent; thy faithful Admo- 
55 nitions, have - recalled the fooliſh n | 
| | | 66 Whlle 


ON THE NIGHT. 299 
© while the Blood of thy Son, has healed his 


66 ee ee no Doubt, have been 


„cut off in the Midſt of their Iniquities; and 
tranſmitted, from the Thrillings of polluted 
Joy, to the Agonies of eternal Deſpair. Where- 
„as, I have been diſtinguiſhed by long: ſuffering 
« Mercy ; and, inſtead of lifting up my Eyes in 
© Torments, to behold a Heaven irrecoverably 
* loſt ; I may lift them up under the pleaſing 
# Views of being admitted, ere- long, into thoſe 
* Abodes of endleſs Felicity.—In the mean Time, 
© Thou haſt vouchſafed me the Revelation of th 
Will; the Influences of thy Sþ:r:t ; and Abund- 
* ance of the moſt effefiual Aids, for advancing 
in Knowledge, and growing in Godlineſs: for 
becoming more e ee to thy Image, and 
* more meet for thy Preſence: for taſting. the 
* Pleaſures of Religion, and ſecuring the Riches 
* of Eternity. 

How various is thy Beneficence, O Thou 
* Lover of Souls! It has unſealed a thouſand 
* Sources of Good; opened a thouſand Avenues 
of Delight; and heaped Bleſſings upon me, 
* with a ceaſeleſs Liberality. If I ſhould attempt 
i * to declare them ; they would be more than the 

* ſtarry Hoſt, which glitter in this unclouded Sky; 
* more than the dewy Gems, which will adorn 
the Face of the Morning. 

* And ſhall I forget the GOD of my Salvation, 
the Author of all my Mercies ? Rather let my 
* Pulſe forget to beat !—Shall I render Him no 
* Expreſſions of Thankfulneſs ? Then might all 


* ſatisfied with the bare Acknowledgement of my 
Lips? No: let my life be vocal, and ſpeak his 


*. Praile, 


Nature reproach my Ingratitude.— Shall I reſt 
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Praiſe, in that only genuine, that moſt empha. 
tical op, e Language of devout Obe. 
dience. Let the Bill be drawn upon my very 
Heart; let all my Affections acknowledge the 
Draught ; and let the whole Tenour of my Ac. 
tions, in Time and through Eternity, be con- 
tinually paying the Debt—the ever-pleaſing, 
ever-growing debt of duty, Veneration, and 
Love. 

And can I, O Thou Guide of my Goings, 
and Guardian of all my Intereſts—can I di/tr/ 
ſuch ſignal, ſuch experienced Goodneſs ? Ion 
haſt been my Helper, thro' all the buſy Scenes of 
Day : therefore under the Shadow of thy Wings 
will I repoſe myſelf, during the Darknels, the 
Danger, and Death-like Inattivity of the Night. 
Whatever Defilement I have contracted, waſh 
it thoroughly vey, in Tedeeming Blood ; and 


let neither the ſinful Stain, nor the ſinful Incli- 


nation, accompany me to my Couch !—Then, 
ſhall I lay me down in Peace, and take my Ref! ; 
chearfully referring it to thy all-wife Determi- 
nation, whether I ſhall open my Eyes in ths 
World, or awake in the unknown Regions 0: 
another,” 
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| arg Evening, I exchange the nice Retreats 
of Art, for the noble Theatre of Nature. 
Inſtead of meaſuring my Steps, under the Covert 
of an Arbour : let me range along the Summit, 
of this gently riſing Hill.—There is no Need of 
the als Shade, fince the Sun has quitted the 
Horizon, and withdrawn his ſcorching Beams. 
But ſee, how Advantages and inconveniences are 
uſually linked, and chequer our Affairs below! 
If the annoying Heat ceaſes, the Land/cape, and it's 
pleaſing Scenes, are alſo removed. The majeſtic 


ther. I have loſt the aſpiring Mountain, and it's 
ruſſet Brow; I look round, 15 to no Purpoſe, 
lor the humble Vale, and it's flowery Lap. The 
Plains whitened with Flocks, and the Heath yel- 
low with Furze, diſappear. The Ae 
Night, has wrapt in Derkneſs the long-extende 
foreſt ; and drawn her Mantle, over the Windings 
of the ſilver Stream. I no longer behold that 
88 luxuriant 
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Caſtle, and the lowly Cottage are vaniſhed toge- 
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* Praiſe, in that only genuine, that moſt empha. 
« tical os 1/7 e Language of devout Obe. 
* dience. Let the Bill be drawn upon my very 
„Heart; let all my Affections acknowledge the 
Draught; and let the whole Tenour of my Ac. 
| * tions, in Time and through Eternity, be con- 
| * tinually Saying the Debt—the ever-pleaſing, 
* ever-growing debt of duty, Veneration, and 
* Love. 

And can I, O Thou Guide of my Goingz, 
| and Guardian of all my Intereſts—can I di/tr/ 
| * ſuch ſignal, ſuch experienced Goodneſs ? Thou 
1 * haſt been my Helper, thro' all the buſy Scenes of 
| * Day: therefore under the Shadow of thy Wing: 
| ** will I repoſe myſelf, during the Darknels, the 

* Danger, and Death-like Inattivity of the Night. 
* Whatever Defilement I have contracted, waſh 
it thoroughly away, in redeeming Blood; and 
let neither the ſinful Stain, nor the ſinful Incli- 
s nation, accompany me to my Couch !—Then, | 
© ſhall 7 lay me down in Peace, and take my Ref); 
* chearfully referring it to thy all-wiſe Determi- 
* nation, whether I ſhall open my Eyes in ths 
* World, or awake in the unknown Regions 0: 
« another,” 
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i hr Evening, I exchange the nice Retreats 
of Art, for the noble Theatre of Nature. 
Inſtead of meaſuring my Steps, under the Covert 
of an Arbour : let me range along the Summit, 
of this gently rung Hill.—There 1s no Need of 
the leafy Shade, ſince the Sun has quitted the 
Horizon, and withdrawn his ſcorching Beams. 
But ſee, how Advantages and inconveniences are 
uſually linked, and chequer our Affairs below! 
If the annoying Heat ceaſes, the Land/cape, and it's 
pleaſing Scenes, are allo removed. The majeſtic 
Caſtle, and the lowly Cottage are vaniſhed toge- 
ther. I have loſt the aſpiring Mountain, and it's 
ruſſet Brow ; I look round, \ Hes to no Purpoſe, 
lor the humble Vale, and it's flowery Lap. The 
Plains whitened with Flocks, and the Heath yel- 
bw with Furze, diſappear. The YT 
Night, has wrapt in Darkneſs the long-extended 
Foreſt ; and drawn her Mantle, over the Windings 
of the ſilver Stream. I no longer behold that 
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preſented in our nappy Land, they are alloyed b: 
0 


luxuriant Fertility in the Fields; that wild Mag. 
nificence of Proſpect, and endleſs Variety 0 
Images; which have ſo often touched me wit, 
Delight, and ſtruck me with Awe, from this con. 
manding Eminence. | | 
The Loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted: 
ſince it is amply compenſated, by the opening 
Beauties of the Sk Here Ienjoy a free View 
the whole Hemitohere ; without any Obſtacle 
from below, to confine the exploring Eye; or 
any Cloud from above, to overcaſt the ſpaciou 
Concave. Tis true; the lively Vermilion, which 
ſo lately {ſtreaked the Chambers of the weſt, is all 
faded. But the Planets, one after another ligh 
up their Lamps; the Stars advance in their oh 
tering Train: a Thouſand and a Thouſand Lumi 
naries, ſhine forth in ſucceſſive Splendors; an 
the whole Firmament is kindled into the mol 
beautiful Glow. The Blueneſs of the Ether 
heightened by the Seaſon of the Year, and {ill 
more enlivened by the Abſence of the Moon, gives 
thoſe Gems of Heaven the ſtrongeſt Luſtre. 
One Pleaſure more, the invading Gloom hat 
not been able to ſnatch, from my Senſe. The 
Night rather improves, than deſtroys, the Frag 
rance which exhales from the bloommg Beans 
With theſe, the Sides of this floping Decfiviry ard 
lined; and with theſe, the balmy Zephyrs per 
fume their Wings. Does Arabia, from all he 
ipicy Groves breathe a more liberal, or a mort 
charming Gale of Sweets? And, what is a pecu 
Har Recommendation of the rural Entertainments 


no Apprehenſions Danger. No poiſonou 
Serpent, lurks under the Bloſſom; nor any r 
| | venon 
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renous Beaſt, lies ready to ſtart from the Thicket. 
But, I wander from a far more exalted Subject. 
My Thoughts, like my Affections, are too eaſily 
diverted from the Heavens, and detained by in- 
ſerior Objects. Away, my Attention, from thele 
little Blandiſhments of the Earth; ſince all the 
Clories of the Sky invite thy Regard. 

We have taken a Turn among the Tombs, and 
viewed the ſolemn Memorials of the Dead: in or- 
der to learn the Vanity of mortal Things, and to 
break their ſoft Inchantment. We have ſurveyed 
the Ornaments of the Garden ; not that the Heart 
might be planted in the Parterre, or take Root a- 
mong the flowery Race ; but that theſe Delicacies 
of the Day, might teach us ta aſpire after a better 
Paradiſe ; where Beauty never fades, and Delighr 
ever in the Bloom.—A Third Time we lighted 
the Candle of Meditation; and ſought. for Wil- 
dom, not in the crouded City, er wrangling 
Schools, but in the filent and lonely Walks of an- 
tient Nzght*.—Let us once more e, the con- 
templative Vein, and raiſe our Speculations to 
thoſe Sublimer Works of the great Creator; which 
the Regions of the Sky contain, and the duſky 
Hour unveils +. IS 

If we have diſcerned the Touches of his Pencil, 
glowin in the Colours of Spring; if we have 
een a Sample of his Beneficence, exhibited in the 
Stores of Nature; and a Ray of his Brightnels, 
beaming in the Blaze of Day ; what an infinitely 

88 2 richer 


* Referring to the ſeveral Subjetts of the Three preceeding Eſſays. 


Night opes the nobleſt Scenes, and ſheds an Awe, 
Which gives thoſe venerable Scenes full Weight, 
And deep Reception in th' entender'd Heart. | 
| Night-Thoughts, No. IX. 
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richer Field for the Diſplay of his perfections, are 
the Heavens! The Heavens, in the moſt empha. 
tical Manner, declare the Glory of God. The 
Heavens are nobly eloquent of the Diety, and the 
moſt magnificent Heralds of their Maker's Praiſe, 
They ſpeak to the whole Univerſe; for there iz 
neither Speech ſo barbarous, but their Language 
1s anderflcod ; nor Nation ſo diſtant, but their 
voices are heard among them*.—Let me then, in 
this ſolemn Seaſon, formed for Thought, and 
calm Intercourſe with Heaven ; let me liſten to 
their ſilent Lectures. Perhaps, I may receive ſuch 
impreſſive Manifeſtations ot “the eternal Power 
and Godhead,” as may fhed Religion on my 
Soul, while I walk the ſolitary Shades; and may 
be a tutelary Friend to my Virtue, when the cal 
of Buſineſs, and the Return of Light, expoſe me 
again to the Inroads of Temptation. 

The Hraelites, inſtigated by Frenzy rather than 
Devotion. e. e the Hoſt of Heaven. And 
the Pretenders to judical Aſtrology talk of, I know 
not what, myſterious Efficacy; in the different 
. of the Stars or the various Conjunttion 
and Oppoſition of the Planets.—Let thoſe, who 
are unacquainted with the ſure Word of Revela- 
tion, give ear to theſe Sons of Deluſion, and 
Dealers in Deceit. For my part, it is a Queſtion 
of Indifference to me, whether the Conſtellations 
Mone with Smiles, or loured in Frowns, on the 
Hour of my Nativity. Let Chriſt be my Guard; 
and, ſecure in ſuch a Protection, I would laugh 
at their impotent Menaces. Let Chriſt be my 
Guide ; and I ſhall ſcorn to aſk, as well as deſpair 
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of receiving, any predictory Information from ſuch 
ſenſeleſs Maſſes.— What! ſhall “ the Living ſeek 
© to the Dead* ?” Can theſe Bodies advertiſe me 
of future Events, which are unconſcious of their 
own Exiſtence ? Shall I have recourſe to dull un- 
intelligent Matter, when I may apply to that all. 
wiſe Being; who, with one comprehenſive Glance, 
diſtinctly views whatever is lodged in the Boſom 
of Immenſity, or forming in the Womb of Fu- 
turity ?—Never, never will I ſearch for any Inti- 
mations of my Fate ; but often trace my Creator's 
Footſteps t, in yonder ſtarry Plains. In the for- 
mer Caſe, they would be Teachers of Lyes; in 
the latter they are Oracles of Truth. In this 
therefore, this Senſe only, I profeſs myſelf the 
Pupil of the Stars. 

The Vulgar, are apprehenſive of nothing more, 
than a Multitude of br:zght Spangles, dropt over | 
the zthereal Blue. . They have no higher Notion 4 
of theſe fine Appearances, than that they are ſo / 

| . many 


* Ifa. viii. 19. 

It is moſt becoming (ſays a great Author) ſuch imperfe& 

“ Creatures as we are, to contemplate the Works of GOD. with this 

„ Dcligu, that we may diſcern the Manifeſtations of Wiſdom in them, 

and thereby exite in ourſelves thoſe devout Allections, and that ſuper- 

* lative Keſpect, which is the very Eſſence of Praiſe, as it is a reaton- | 

able and Moral Service.“ AnzaNtTHY on the Attributes, And 

indeed, if we are ſincerely diſpoſed to employ ourſelves in this excellent, 

this delightful Duty of praiſing the infinite Creator; the Means, and the 

Mottves, are both at hand. His Works, in a wonderful and inſtruttive 

Variety, preſent themſelves ; with pregnant Manifeſtations of the moit 
tranſcendent Excellencies of their Maker. They pour their Evidence I 
from all Quarters, and inte all the Avenues of the Mind. They invite. 1 
us, eſpecially in the magnificent Syſtem of the Univerſe, to contemplate | 
—Counſel, conſumately wiſe ; and Execution, inimitably perfect: Power, 

to which nothing 1s impoſhble ; and Goodneſs, which extendeth to All, 

which endureth ſor ever.—To give, not a full Diſplay, but only ſome 

ſaght Striffures, of theſe glorious Truth, is the principal Scope of the 

following Remarks, | 
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many golden Studs, with which the Empyrean 
Arch is decorated. But ftudious Minds, that 
carry a more accurate and ſtrict Inquiry among 
the celeſtial Bodies, bring back Advices of a mof 
aſtoniſhing Import. Let me juſt recolle& the mol} 
material of thoſe ſlupendous Diſcoveries ; in or- 
der to furniſh out proper Subjects for Contempla- 
tion. And let the Unlearned remember, That 
the Scene I am going to diſplay, is the Workman. 
= of that incomprehenſible God, who is © per- 
* tet in Knowledge, and mighty in Power," 
M hoſe Name, whoſe Nature, and all whoſe Ope- 
rations, are © great and marvellous.” Who ſum- 
mons into Being, with equal Eaſe, a ſingle Grain, 
or ten thouſbnd Worlds.—To this if we continu- 
ally advert, the Aſſertions, though they will cer- 
tainly excite our Admiration, need not tranſcend 
our Belief. | | 

The Earth is, in Fact, a round Body; however 
it may ſeem, in ſome Parts to be ſunk into Vales, 
and raiſed into Hills* ; in other Parts, to be ſpread 


into a ſpacious Plain extending to the Confines of 


the Heavens, or terminated by the Waters of the 


Ocean. We may fancy, that it has _ Found 


tions, and reſts upon ſome prodigiouſly ſolid * 
ut 


A learned Writer, I think, Dr. Derham, has ſomewhere an Ob- 
ſcrvation to this Purpoſe That the loftieſt Summits of Hills, and the 
moſt enormous R:dges of Mountains, are no real Objettions to the globular 
er round Form of the Earth. Becauſe, however they may render it, 
to our limited Sight vallly uneven and protuberant; yet, they bear no 
more Proportion to the 2ntzre Surface of the terraqueous Ball, an a 
Particle of Duſt, caſually drop on the Mathematician's Globe, bears t9 
it's whole Circumference. Conſequently, the rotund Figure is no more 
deſtroyed in the former Caſe, than in the latter. On the Tame Principle, 
1 have not thought it neceſſary, to take any Notice of the comparatively 
A between the Petar and Equatorial Diameter of che 
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But it is pendent, in the wide tranſpicious Æther; 
without any viſible Cauſe, to uphold it from a- 
bove, or ſupport it from beneath. It may ſeem 
to be ſedentary in it's Attitude, and motionlefs in 
it's Situation. But it is continually ſaꝛling*, thro? 
the Depths of the Sky ; and in the Space of Twelve 
Months, finiſhes the mighty Voyage. Which 
periodical Rotation, produces the Seaſons, and 
completes the Year.—As it proceeds in the annual 
Circuit, it ſpins upon it's own Centre; and turns 
its Sides, n to the Fountain of Light. 
By which means, the Day dawns in one Hemiſ- 

. while the Night ſucceeds in the other. 
Without this Expedient, one Part of it's Regions 
would during half the great Revolution, be ſcorch- 
ed with exceſſive Heat or languiſh under an unin- 
termitted Glare : while the other, expoſed to the 
contrary Extremes, would be frozen to Ice, and 


buried under a long Oppreſſion of diſmal and deſ- 


tructive Darkneſs. 
I cannot forbear taking Notice; that, in this 
compound Motion ofthe Earth, the one never in- 
terferes with the other, but both are perfectly 
compatible. It is not thus, with the Precepts of 
Religion and the needful Affairs of the preſent 
Life; not excepting even the innocent Gratifica- 
tions of our Appetites ?—Some, I believe, are apt 
to imagine, that they muſt renounce Society, if 
they devote themſelves to CHRIST ; an ous 
don all the Satisfactions of thts World, if they 
once become zealous Candidates for the Felicity 
of another. But this is a very miſtaken Notion, 
or 

* With what amazing Speed, this Veſſel (if I may carry on the Al- 


luton), filled with a Multitude of Nations, and freighted with all their 
Foſſeſſions, makes her Way through the ethereal Space, 
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or. elſe a very injurious Repreſentation, of the 
Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs. It was 
never intended to drive Men into Deſarts; but to 
lead them through the peaceful and pleaſant Paths 
of Wiſdom, into the bliſsful Regions of Life eter- 
nal. It was never intended to ſtrike off the Wheels 
of Buſineſs, or cut in ſunder the Sinews of In- 
duſtry; but rather, to make Men induſtrious from 
a Principle of Conſcience, not from the Inſtigations 
of Avarice ; that fo, they may promote their im- 
mortal Happineſs, even while they provide for 
their temporal Maintenance. It has no Deſign to 
extirpate our Paſſions, but only to reſtrain their 
Irregularities ; neither would it extinguiſh the 
Delights of Senſe, but prevent them from evapo- 
rating into Vanity, and ſubſiding into Gall.—A 
Perſon may be chearful among Tis Friends, and 
yet joyful in GOD. He may taſte the Sweets of 
42 earthly Eſtate; and, at the ſame Time, che- 
riſh his Hopes of a nobler Inheritance in Heaven. 
The Trader may proſecute the Demands of Com- 
merce, without neglecting to negociate the Affair 
of his Salvation. The Warrior may wear his 
Sword; may draw, in a juſt Cauſe, that murder- 
ous Weapon; yet be a Soldier of JESUS CHRIST, 
and obtain the Crown that fadeth not away. The 
Parent may lay up a competent Portion for his 
Children, and not forfeit his Title to the Treaſures, , 
either of Grace or of Glory.—So far is Chriſtiani- 
ty, from obſtructing any valuable Intereſt, or 
with-holding any real Pleaſure ; that it. umproves 
the one, and advances the other. Juſt as the di- 
urnal and annual Motions, are ſo far from 7 
ing that they intirely accord ; and, inſtead of be- 
ing deſtructive of each other, by mutually W 
did 5 16-2 5 3 nM 
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ing their Effects, they give Proportion and Har- 
mony to Time, Fertility and innumerable Benefits 
to Nature. | | 1 . 

To Us, who dwell on it's Surface, the Earth is 
by far the moſt extenſive Orb, that our Eyes can, 
any-where, behold. It is alſo cloathed with Ver- 
dure ; diſtinguiſhed by Trees ; and adorned with 
1 Variety of beautiful Decorations. Whereas, to 
a Spectator placed on one of the Planets, it wears 
an uniform Aſpect; looks all luminous, and 0 
larger than a 8 ot. To Beings, who dwell at 
[til] greater Diſtances, it intirely diſappears.— 
That which we call, alternately, the Morning and 
the Evening-Star; as in one Part of her Ocbir, 
lhe rides foremoſt in the Proceſſion of Night; in 
the other uſhers in and anticipates the Dawn; is 
a planetary World. Which, with the four others, 
that ſo wonderfully vary their myſtic Dance, are 
in themſelves dark Bodies, and ſhine only by Re- 
lexion: have Fields, and Seas, and Skies of their 
own ; are furniſhed with all Accommodations for 
animal Subſiſtence, and are ſuppoſed to be the 
Abodes of intellectual Life. All which, together 
with this our earthly Habitation, are dependent 
on that grand Diſpenſer of divine Munificenſe, the 
dun; receive their Light from the Diſtribution of 
bis Rays, and derive their Comforts from his be- 
ugn Agency. | 

The Sun, which ſeems to perform it's daily 
Stages through the Sky, is, in this reſpect“, fixed 
and immoveable. Tis the great Axle of Heaven, 
wout which the Globe we inhabit, and other 
: . gs more 


* 1 fay, in this reſpect; that I may not ſeem to forget. or exclude, the 
evolution of the Sun round it's own Axis, 6 


* 
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more ſpacious Orbs, Wheel their ſtated Courſe, 
The Sun, though ſeemingly ſmaller than the Dial 
it illuminates, is abundantly larger“ than the 
whole Earth ; on which ſo many lofty Mountaing 
riſe, and ſuch vaſt Oceans roll. A Line, extend. 
ng from Side to Side, rom the Centre of that 
reſplendent Orb, would meaſure more than eight 
Hundred thouſand Miles: a Girdle, formed to go 
round it's Circumference, would require a Length 
of Millions; were it's ſolid Contents to be eſtimat 
ed, the Account would overwhelm our Under 
ſtanding, and be almoſt beyond the Power 0 
Language to expreſs f.—Are we ſtartled at thel 
Reports of Philoſophy ? Are we ready to cry out 
in a Tranſport of Surprize? How mighty is the 
Being, who kindled ſuch a prodigious Fire; and 
keeps alive, from Age to Age, ſuch an enormous 
Mafs of Flame !—Let us attend our philoſophic 
Guides, and we ſhall be brought acquainted wit 
Speculations, more inlarged and more amazing, 
This Sun, with all it's attendant Planets, 1s - 
a very little Part of the grand Machine of the Uni 
verſe. Every Star, though in Appearance, n4 
bigger than the Diamond, that 5 itters upon 
Lady's Ring ; is really a vaſt Globe, like the Su 
in Size, — in Glory; no leſs ſpacious, no le 
luminous, than the radient Source of our Dai 


* A hundred thouſand Times, according to the loweſt Reckoning. 8 
Isaac NEwren computes the Sun to be 900, 00 Times bigger th 
the Earth. Religious Philoſopher, p. 1499 99. 

+ Dr. DR HAM, after having calculated the Dimenſions of the Planet 
adds. Amazing as theſe Maſſes, are, they are all far outdone by ti 
6 flupendous Globe of Light, the Sun; which as it is the Fountain « 
« Light and Heat, to all the Planets about it, ſo doth it far ſurpaſs th: 
s all in it's Bulk: It's apparent Diameter being computed at $29.14 
* Engliſh Miles, it's Ambit, at 2,582,879 Miles, and it's ſolid Conte 
6 at 290,971,000,000,000,000.'* Aſtro, Theol, Book I. Chap. II- 
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So that every Star is, not barely a World, but the 
Centre of a magnificent Syſtem; has a Retinue of 
Worlds, irradiated by it's Beams, and revolving 
round it's attractive Influence. All which are 
ſoft to our ſight, in unmeaſurable Wilds of ZAther. 
—That the Stars appear like ſo many dimmutive, 
and ſcarce diſtingutſhable Points, is owing to their 
immenſe and inconceivable Diſtance. Immenſe 
and inconceivable indeed it is; fince a Ball, ſhot 
from the loaded Cannon, and flying with unabat- 
ed Rapidity, muſt travel, at this impetuous Rate, 
almoſt ſeven hundred thouſand Vears“, before it 
could reach the neareſt of thoſe twinkling Lumi- 
naries. 6:4 

Can any Thing be more wonderful, than theſe 
Obſervations ? Ves: There are Truths, far more 
ſtupendous; there are Scenes, far more extenſive. 
As there is no End of the Almighty Maker's 
Greatneſs; fo no Imagination can let Limits to 
his creating Magd i you ſoar beyond the 
Moon and paſs through all the planetary Choir: 
could you wing your Way to the higheſt apparent 
Star, and take your Stand on one of thoſe loftieſt 
Pinnacles of Heaven: you would, there ſee oer 
Kies expanded; another Sun, diſtributing his in- 
exhauſtible Beams by Day; other Stars, that gild 


the Horrors of the alternate Night: and othert, | 


perhaps nobler Syſtems, eſtabliſhed ; eſtabliſhed, 


m unknown Profuſion, through the boundleſs Di- 


| "> FS MN menſions 

* See Religious Philoſopher, p. 81g. | 

+ See Aſtro-Theology, Book II. Chap. II. — Where the Author, 
hiying aſſigned various Reaſons to ſupport this Theory of our modern 
Aſtronomers, adds—* Beſides the fore-mentioned ſtrong Probab.lities, 
* we have this farther Recommendation of ſuch an account of the Uni- 
* verſe, that it is far more magnificent, and worthy of the infinite Creator; 
© than any other of the narrower Schemes,” = 
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menſions of Space.—Nor does the Dominion of the 
univerſal Sovereign terminate here. Even at the 
End of this 'vaſt Tour, you' would find yourſelf 
advanced no farther, than the Suburbs of Creation; 
arrived only at the Frontiers of the great ]« 
hovah's Kingdom*®. —_ | 
And do they tell me ; That the Sun, the Moon, 
and all the Planets, are but a little Part of HIS 
Works? How great, then, are his Signs! And hoy 
mighty are his Wonders + ! And if ſo, what is the 
CREATOR Himſelf! How far exalted above all 
Praiſe ! Who is ſo high; that He looks down on 
the higheſt of theſe dazling Spheres, and ſees even 
the Summit of Creation in a Vale: fo great, that 
this prodigious Extent of Space, 1s but a Point in 
his Preſence ; and all this Confluence of Worlds, 
as the lighteſt Atom, that fluctuates in Air, and 
ſports in che meredian Ray}. Ph 4 
vl 3178515 | ou 


Job, after a moſt beautiful Diſſertation, on the mighty Works of 
GOD ; as they are diſtributed through univerſal N ature, from the Keights 
of Heaven, to the very Depths of Hell : cloſes the magnificent Account 
with this Acknowledgement ; Lo / theſe are Parts of tus Ways, Or,a 
the original Word more literally ſignifies ; and may, I think, be more 
elegantly rendered ; Theſe are only the Skirts the very outermott Borders 
of his Works. No more than a ſmall Preface to the immenſe Volume of 
the Creation. From the Hebrew Extremitates, I cannot forbear thinking 
on the extreme and very attenuated Ftbres of the Root, when compared 
with the whole Subſtance 8fthe Trunk ; or on the exquiluely {mall Size 
of the capiliary V ellels, when compared with the whole Structure of the 
Body. Job xxvi. 14. | 
| f + Dan. iv. 3. . 
I his puts me in mind of a very fine Remark on a ſcriptural Beauty; 
and a ſolid Correction of the common Tranſlation; made by that learned, 
fagacious, and devout Expoſitor Vitringa.——Ifa. xl. 13. We hind it write 
ten of the Supreme Being, That he taketh up the Ifles as a very lattle 
Thing. © Which, our Critic obſerves, is neither anſwerable tv 
the import of the Original, nor eonſonant to the Strutture of the Di- 
courſe. . The Prophet had no Intention to inform Mankind, what the 
Almighty could do, with regard to the Iſlands, if he pleaſed to exert un- 
contraulable Power, His Defign Was to ſhew how inſignificant, or * 
8 E wha 


ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 912 


Thou moſt ſublime and incomprehenſibly glori- 
ous God, how am I overwhelmed with Awe! How 
ſunk into the loweſt Proſtration of Mind! When 
conſider thy excellent Greatneſs,” and my oun 
utter Inſignificancy !—And have I, — 
mean as Iam, have I entertained any concertet 
' Apprehenfions of myſelf? Have I felt the leaſt 
Elatement of Thought, in the Preſence of ſo ma- 
jeſtic and adorable a Being ? How ſhould this 
wound: me with Sorrow, and cover me with Con- 
ſuſion IO my GOD, was I poſſeſſed of all the 
high Perfections, which accompliſh and adorn the 
Angels of Light; amidit all theſe noble Endow- 
ments, I would fall down in the deepeft Abaſement 
at thy Feet. Loſt in the infinitely ſuperior Blaze 
of thy uncreated Glories; I would confeſs myſelf, 
to be Nothing; to be leſs than Nothing, and Va- 
nity.— How much more ought I to maintain the 
moſt unfeigned Humiliation, before thy Divine 
Majeſty ; who am not only Duſt and Aſhes, but 
a Compound of Ignorance, Imperfection, and 
Depravity! | | 
While, beholding this vaſt Expanſe, I learn my 
own extreme Meanneſs; I would alſo diſcover the 
abject Littleneſs of all terreſtrial Things, — What 
is the Earth, with all her oſtentatious Scenes, 
compared with this aſtoniſhingly grand Furniture 
| | of. 
what mere Nothings they are, in his Efteem and before his Majeſty.— 
The Iflands, ſays, he, though ſo ſpactous, as to afford Room for the 
Ereftion of Kingdoms, and the Abode of Nations; though ſo ſtrong, as 
lv withſtand, for many Thouſands of Years, the raging and reiterated 
Aſſaults of the whole watry World ; are yet, before the adored Jehovah, 
ſnallas the minuteſt Grain, which the Eye can ſcarce diſcein; light as 
the feathered Mote, which the leaſt Breath hurrics away like a Tempeſt. 
=Inſulz ſunt ut lebe quid, quod-avolat, The deep-rooted Iſlandsare 
a the volatile Atom, A by the gentleſt Undulations of the Air, #5 
batted to and fro in perpetuel Agttation, | | 
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of the Skies ? What, but a dim Speck, hardly per. 
ceivable in the Map of the Univerſe ? It is ob. 
ſerved, by a very judicious Writer“, That if the 
Sun himſelf, which enlightens this Part of the 
Creation, was extinguiſhed; and all the Hoſts of 
planetary Worlds, which move about him, were 
annihilated; they would not be miſſed, by an Eye 
that can take in the whole Compaſs of Nature, 
any more than a Grain of Sand upon the Sea 
Shore. The Bulk of which they conſiſt, and the 
Space which they occupy, is fo exceedingly little 
in compariſon of the Whole; that their Loſs would 
ſcarce leave a Blank, in the Immenſity of God“ 
_ Works.—lIf then, not our Globe only, but this 
whole Syſtem, be ſo very diminutive ; what is a 
Kingdom, or a County ? What are a few Lord- 
ſhibs, or the ſo much admired Patrimonres of thoſe, 
who are ſtiled Wealthy + ? When I meaſure them 
with my own little Pittance, they ſwell into proud 
and bloated Dimenſions. But, when I take the 
Univerſe for my Standard, how ſcanty is their 
Size, how contemptible their Figure! They; 
Mrink into pompous Nothing 4. | 
When the keen-eyed Eagle ſoars above all the 
feathered Race, and leaves their very Sight below: 
when ſhe wings her Way, with direct Aſcent, up 
the Steep of Heaven; and, ſteadily gazing on the 
meridian Sun, accounts it's beaming Splendors 
all her own : Does ſhe then regard, with any So- 
licitude, the Mote that is flying in the Air, or the 
Duſt which {ſhe ihook from her Feet? And by 
| | this 


-. * Spett. Vol. VIII. No. 563. 

+ Juvat inter federa vagantem divitum pavimenta videre, & tot an 
tum auro quo terram. SEN. | | 

t Terre!lg grandia inania. WArTs's Hor, Lyr. 
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this eternal Mind, which is capable of contemplat- 
ing it's Creator's Glory ; which is intended to enjoy 
the Viſions of his Countenance ; ſhall this eternal 
Mind, endued with ſuch great Capacities, and 
made for ſuch exalted Ends, be ſo ignobly ambiti- 
ous, as to ſigh for the Tinſels of State: or ſo 
poorly covetous, as to graſp after ample Territories 
on a Needle's Point ?—No: under the influence 
of ſuch Conſiderations I feel my Sentiments ex- 
pand, and my Wiſhes require a Turn of Subli- 
mity. My throbbing Deſires after worldly Gran- 
deur, die away ; I find myſelf, if not poſſeſſed of 
Power, yet ſuperior to it's Charms. — Too long, 
muſt I own, have my Affections been pinioned by 
Vanity and immured in this earthly Clod. But 
theſe Thoughts break the Shackles*, Theſe Ob- 
jets open the Door of Liberty. My Soul, fired 
by ſuch noble Proſpetts, 1 4 Anchor from this 
little Nook; and coaſts no longer about it's con- 
tracted Shores; dotes no longer on it's painted 
Shells. The Immenſity of Things, is her Range; 
and an Infinity of Bliſs, is her Aim. 

Behold this immenſe Expanſe, and admire the 
Condeſcenfion of thy God.—In this manner, an in- 
ſpired and princely Aſtronomer, improved his 
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je Survey of the nocturnal Heavens. When I con- 
fader thy Heavens, even the Works of thy Fingers, 
3 the Moon and the Stars which Thou haſt ordained ; 


lam ſmitten with Wonder at thy Glory, and cry 
| | Out 


The Soul of Man was made to walk the Skies, 
Delightful Outlet of her Priſon here! 
There, diſincumber'd ſrom her Chains, the Ties 
Of Toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large; 
here freely can reſpire, dilate, extend, 
In full Proportion let looſe all her Powers. 


Night-Thoughts, No. IX. 


tan 


g:6 CONTEMPLAPIONS 


out into a Tranſport of Gratitude, LORD, what 
ts Man, that Thou art mindful of him ? or the Son 
of Man, that Thou viſiteſt him* ? © How amazing 
„ how charming, is that Divine Benignity, which 
* 1s pleaſed to 25 down it's ſacred Regards, t9 
© fo fooliſh and worthleſs a Creature? Yea, dil. 
* dains, not, from the Height of infinite Exalta- 
« tion, to extend it's kind providential Care, to 
* our moſt minute Concerns This is amazing, 
© But that the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould give 
* his Son, to be made Fleſh, and become our Sa. 
% viour! Shall I call it a Miracle of condeſcend- 
« ing Goodneſs? Rather, What are all Miracles, 
© what are all Myſteries, to this ineffable Gift!“ 

Had the brzghteſt Archangel been commiſſioned 
to come down, with the Olive-Branch of Peace 
in his Rare his Eternal Maker's Readi- 


neſs to be reconciled; on our bendid Knees, with 


Tears of Joy, and a Torrent of Thankfulneſs, we 


ought to have received the tranſporting News. 
But when, inſtead of ſuch an gngelic Envoy, He 
ſends His only begotten Son, his Son beyond all 
Thought Hluſtrious, to make us the gracious 
Overture :—ſends Him from the © Habitation of 
** his Holineſs and Glory,” to put on the Inſirmi. 
ties of Mortality, and dwell in a Tabernacle of 
Clay :—ſends Him, not barely to make us a tran- 
fient Viſit, but to abide many Years in our inferior 
and miſerable World :—ſends him, not to exerciſe 
Dominion over Monarchs, bur to wear out his 
Life in the ignoble Form of a Servant; and, at 
laſt, to make his Exit under the infamous charac- 


ter of a Malefadtor ! Was ever Love like oy 


bt Pſal. viii. 3 At 
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pid ever Grace ſtoop. ſo low® ?—Should the Sun 
be ſhorn of all! his radiant Honours, and degraded 


into a Clod-of the Valleys ; ſhould all the Digni- 
aries of Heaven be depoſed fromſtheir Thrones, 
and degenerate into Inſects of a Day; great, great 
But nothing to Thine, 


would be the Abaſement. F 
moſt bleſſed Jeſus ; nothing to Thine thou Prince 


ton, "Thou didſt not abhor the courſe Accommo- 
dations of the Manger ; Thou didſt not decline 
even the gloomy Horrors of the Grave. 

'Tis well, the ſacred Oracles have given this 
Doctrine, the moſt explicit confirmation, and 
Evidence quite inconteſtable. Otherwiſe, a Favour 
ſo undeſerved, fo unexpected, and rich beyond 
al Imagination, might ſtagger our Belief. could 


be, who launches all theſe 4 globes, thro? 


| the illimitable Void; and leads them on, from 


MAC reminds me of a very noble Piece of ſacred Oratery, where in 


bbery, it was His indiſputable Right, to be equal with the infinite, ſelf- 
tültent, immortal GOD. Yet, iti Mercy ts Sinners, He emptied Himſelf 
{the incommunicable Honours, and laid afide the Robes of incompre- 
denfible Glory.—When He entered upon His mediatorial State, * i 
acting in the grand Capacity of univerſal Sovereign, He took upon him 
i! form, of a Servant. And not the Form of thoſe miniflering Spirits, 
wſe Duty is Dignity itſelf ;+ who are throned, though adoring.—He 
wk not on him the Nature of Angels, but ſtooped incomparably lower. 
Tuned a Body of animated Dull, and was made in the Likeneſs of 


n] but net ſufficient for the overflowing Richneſs of the Redcemer's 
we, For, being found in Faſhion as a Man, He humbled Himſelf 
nher fill. Occupied the loweſt Place, where all was low. and ignoble. 
ſe not only ſubmitted to the Yoke of the Law, but alſo bore the Infirmi- 
s, and miniſtered te the Neceſſities of Mortals, He even waſhed the 
& of others, and had not where to lay his own Head —Y ca, he carried 
neritorious humiliation, to the very deepeſt Degrees of poſſible Abaſe- 
u. He became obedient unto Death And not to 3 commom or natural 
eh, but a Death more infamous than the Gibbet; more torturous thep 
Rack; even the accurſed Death of th: Croſs, Phil. ii. 6, 7.8, 


$17 


of Peace; when, for us Men, and for our Salva- 


ine Series of the inpR+ beautiful Gradations, the Apoſtle difplays the 
itably ng Kindneſs of our Saviour,—He thought it no 


ex; thoſe inferior and or 22 Creatures. —Aſtoniſhing Condeſcen- 
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out into a Tranſport of Gratitude, LORD, what 
ts Man, that Thou art mindful of him ? or the Son 
of Man, that Thou viſiteſt him* ? © How amazing 
* how charming, 1s that Divine Benignity, which 
* 1s pleaſed to Vw down it's ſacred Regards, to 
© fo fooliſh and worthleſs a Creature? Yea, dil. 
* dains, not, from the Height of infinite Exalta- 
tion, to extend it's kind providential Care, to 
* our moſt minute Concerns This is amazing, 
© But that the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould give 
* his Son, to be made Fleſh, and become our Sa. 
“ viour ! Shall I call it a Miracle of condeſcend- 
« ing Goodneſs? Rather, What are all Miracles, 
© what are all Myſteries, to this ineffable Gilt!“ 

Had the brzghteſt Archangel been commiſſioned 
to come down, with the Olive-Branch of Peace 
in his Hand, ſignifying his Eternal Maker's Readi- 
neſs to be ks ne; for on Our bendid Knees, with 
Tears of Joy, and a Torrent of Thankfulneſs, we 
ought to have received the tranſporting News. 
But when, inſtead of ſuch an {;ngelic Envoy, He 
ſends His only begotten Son, his Son beyond all 
Thought illuſtrious, to make us the gractous 
Overture :—ſends Him from the © Habitation of 
** his Holineſs and Glory,” to put on the /njirm- 
ties of Mortality, and dwell in a Tabernacle of 
Clay :—ſends Him, not barely to make us a tran- 
fient Viſit, but to abide many Years in our inferior 
and miſerable World :—ſends him, not to exercilc 
Dominion over Monarchs, bur to wear out his 
Life in the ignoble Form of a Servant; and, al 
laſt, to make his Exit under the infamous charac- 


ter of a Malefadtor ! Was ever Love like this 


* Pal. viii. Jy 4. 


ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 317 


Did ever Grace ſtoop fo low* ?—Should the Sun 


be ſhorn of all his radiant Honours, and degraded 
into a Clod of the Valleys; ſhould all the Digni- 


aries of Heaven be depoſed fromitheir Thrones, 
and degenerate into Inſects of a Day; great, great 
would be the Abaſement. But nothing to Thine, 


molt bleſſed Jeſus; nothing to Thine thou Prince 
of Peace; when, for us Men, and for our Salva- 
ton, Thou didſt not abhor the courſe Accommo— 
dations of the Manger; Thou didſt not decline 
even the gloomy Horrors of the Grave. 

'Tis well, the ſacred Oracles have given this 
Doctrine, the moſt explicit confirmation, and 
Evidence quite inconteſtable. Otherwiſe, a Favour 
ſo undeſerved, fo unexpected, and rich beyond 
al Imagination, might ſtagger our Belief.— could 


be, who launches all theſe planetary globes, thro“ 


Jie illimitable Void; and leads them on, from 
i þ EE Hark Age 


+ This reminds me of a very noble Piece of ſacred Oratery, where in 


anirably PE RIM, Kindneſs of our Saviour. —#He thought it no 


seh, it was His indiſputable Right, to be equal with the infinite, ſelf- 
tultent, immortal GOD. Yet, in Mercy ts Sinners, He emptied Himſelf 
) [the incommunicable Honours, and laid aſide the Robes of incompre- 
1- WT-vlible Glory. - When He entered upon His mediatorial State, inſtead 
of acting in the grand Capacity of univerſal Sovereign, He took upon him 


i! form, of @ Servant. And not the Form of thoſe miniflering Spirits, 
ole Duty is Dignity itſelf; who are throned, though adoring, —He 
wk not on him the Nature of Angels, but ſtooped incomparably lower, 
uned a Body of animated Duff, and was made in the Likeneſs of 
len; thoſe inferior and depraved Creatures. - Aſtoniſhing Condeſcen- 
m! but not ſufficient for i overflowing Richneſs of the Redcemer's 


ure, For, being found in Faſhion as a Man, He humbled Himſelf 


not only ſubmitted to the Yoke of the Law, but alſo bore the Inhrmi- 
© and miniſtered te the Neceſſities of Mortals, He even waſhed the 
& of others, and had not where to lay his own Head —Y ca, he carried 
meritorious humiliation, to the very deepeſt Degrees of poſſible Abaſe- 
it, He became obedient unto Death. And not to a common or natural 
Kath, but a Death more infamous than the Gibbet; more torturous thep 
Rack; even the accurſed Death of th: Croſs, Phil. ii. 6. 7.8, 


—— —— —— — 32  ——— — 
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fine Series of the moſt beautiful Gradations, the Apoſtle diſplays the 


ner till, Occupied the Toweſt Place, where all was low. and ignoble. | 
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Age to Age, in their extenſive career; could he 
ret his hands, to be confined by the irding 
cord; and his Back to be plowed, by the blood 
Scourge ? could he, who crowns all the ſtars wit 
inextinguiſhable Brightneſs ; be himſelf defiled 
with ſpitting, and disfigured with the thorny ſcar? 
It is the greateſt of Wonders, and yet the ſure 
of Truths. 

O! Ye mighty Orbs, that roll along the ſpaces 
of the Sky; I wondered, a little while ago, 2 
your vaſt Dimenſions, and ample circuits. But 
now my Amazement ceaſes : or rather, is intireh 
ſwallowed up by a much more ſtupendous Sub- 
jet. Methinks, your enormons Bulk is ſhrivelled 
to an Atom; your prodigious Revolutions are 
contracted to a Span ; while I muſe upon the far 
more elevated Heights, and unfathomable Depths; 
the ny more extended Lengths, and unli 
mited Breadths, of this Love of GOD in CHRIS. 
JESU. 15 8 

Contemplating this ſtately Expanſe, I fee : 
Mirror, which repreſents, in the moſt awful Cc 
lours, the Reno foal; of human Guilt.—Ten thou 
ſand Volumes ; wrote on purpoſe, to diſplay the 
„ Perg of my various Acts of Diſobedience 
could not ſo effectually convince me of their in 
conceivable Enormity, as the Confideration 0 
that all glorwus 4+ ob - who, to make an Atone 
ment for them, ſpilt the laſt Drop of his Blooc 
I have ſinned, may every Child of Adam ſay 
and what ſhall I do unto Thee, O Thou * 0 

þ 


2 Eph. iii. 18, 19. 


Quo quiſue altius aſcendit in agnitione Cux txt, es profundiu 
peceati atrocitatem cognoſcet, ey | 
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Men“ H. Shall I give my Firſt- born for my Tranſ- 
greſſion, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my 
Soul ? Vain Commutation ! and ſuch as would be 
rejected by the bleſſed God, with the utmoſt Abhor- 
r-nce.-- Will all the Potentates, that ſway the Sceptre 
in a thouſand Kingdoms, devote their royal and 
honoured Lives, to reſcue an obnoxious Creature 
from the Stroke of Vengeance? Alaſs! it muſt coſt 
more, incomparably more, to expiate the Mali: 
nity of Sin, and fave a guilty Wretch from He 

—Will all the Principalities of Heaven be content 
to aſſume my Nature, and reſign themſelves to 
Death for my Pardon + ? Even this, would be too 
Uu 2 mean 


* 7ob vii. 20. Not Preſerver, as it ſtands in our Verſion, but 06- 
ſerver of Man, Which Phraſe, as it denotes the exatt and inceſſant In- 
ſpection of the divine Eye; as it intimates the abſolute Impoſſibility that 
any Tranſgreſſion ſhould eſa e the divine Notice; is evidently moſt pro- 
per, both to aſhyn the Reſon, and heighten the Emphaſis of the 2 
text. 

+ Mirroꝝ fets this Thought, in a very poetical and firiking Light. 
All the Sanctities of Heaven, ſtand round the Throne of the Supreme 
Majeſty, God foreſees and foretels the Fall of Man! the Ruin, which 
vill unayoidably enſue on his Tranſgreſſion! and the utter Impoſſibility, 
of his being able to extricate himſelf, from the Abyſs of Miſery, 


He, with his whole Poſterity, muſt die ; 
Die he, or Fuſtice muſt ; unleſs for him 
Some other able, and as willing pay 
The rigid Satisfaftion, Death for Death. | 
After which affecting Repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt tender 
a of Pity; = following Inquiry is addreſſed to all the ſurround- 
ing Angels: 
82 , heav'nly Power's where ſhall we find ſuchi Love ? 
Which of you will be mortal, to redeem 
Man's mortal Crime ? and die, the Dead to ſave? 
He aſk'd ; but all the heav'nly Choir ſtood mute, 
| And Silence was in Heav'n.— | 
There is, to me at leaft, an inimitable Spirit and Beauty in the laſt Cir- 
eumſtance.— That ſuch an innumerable Multitude, of generous and com- 
paſfionate Beings, ſhould be ſtruck dumb with Surprize and Terror, at 
the very Mention of The deadly Forfeiture and Ranſom ſet, No Lan- 
| WEE guage 


how much more henzous were thy Crimes! Since 


guage is ſo eloquent as this Silence. Words could not poſſibly have ex- 
pre 


Readineſs, Alacrity, and Delight, Paradiſe Loft, Book III, Line 209, 
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mean a Satisfaction, for inexorable Juſtice ; to 
ſcanty a Reparation, of God's injured Honour, 


So flagrant is human Guilt, that nothing, but: 
Victim of infinite Dignity, could conſtitute an 


adequate Propitiation.— He who ſaid, © Let there 


* be Light, and there was Light;” Let there be 
a Firmament, and immediately the blue Cnrtaing 
floated in the Sky; He muſt take Fleſh ; He mul 
feel the fierce Torments of Crucifixion ; and pour 
out his Soul in Agonies, if ever ſuch Tranſgreſſon 
are pardoned. 

How vaſt is that Debt; which all the Wealth of 
both the Indies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated 
that Habit of Body ; which all the Drugs produ- 
ced by Nature herſelf, cannot rectify! But hoy 
much more ruined was thy condition, O my Soul | 


nothing leſs than the Sufferings and Death of mel- 
ſiah, the Son of God, and radiant image of his 
Glory, could effect thy Recovery, or cancel thy 
eee Though perhaps, thou art not ſunk ſo 
very deep in Pollution, as ſome of the moſt aban- 
doned Profligates ; yet remember the ineſtimable 
Ranſom, paid to redeem thee from everlaſting 
Deſtruttions. Remember this; and © never open 
* thy Mouth any more*,” either to murmur at 
the Divine Chaſtiſements, or to glory in thy own 
Attainments. Remember this; * even * loath 
* thyſelf+ for the Multitude of thy Provocations, 
and thy great Baleneſs, A 

| = Once 


ed, in ſo emphatical a Manner, the dreadful Nature of the Taſk; the 
abſolute Inability of any or all Creatures to execute it; the ſupereminent 
and matchleſs Love of the Eternal Son, in undertaking the tromendon 
Work; not only without Reluftance, but unſought and unimplored z wit 


Edit. BENTI. ; 
ad Ezek, xvi, 63. | t Kzek, XXXVI. 31. 
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Once more: Let me view this beautiful, this 
magnificent Expanſe; and conceive ſome juſter 
Apprehenſions, of the unknown Richneſs of my 
Saviour s Atonement.—I am informed by a Writer 
who cannot miſtake, that the High- Prieſt of my 
Profeſſion, who was alſo the Sactifice for my Sins, 
is Higher than the Heavens“; more exalted in 
Dignity, more bright with Glory, than all the 
heavenly Manſions, and all their illuſtrious In- 
habitants. If my Heart was humbled, at the 
Conſideration of it's exceſſive Guilt ; how do all 
my e Powers revive, at this delightful 
Thought? The poor Criminal, that ſeemed to be 
tottering on the very Brink of the infernal Pit; is 
raiſed, by ſuch a Belief, even to the Portals of 
Paradiſe. My Self- abaſement, I truſt, will always 
continue; but my Fears, under the Influence of 
ſuch a Conviction, are quite gone f. I do not, I 
cannot, doubt the Efficacy of this Propitiation. 


Mule 


* Feb. vii. 26. | . 

+I am ſorry to find, that ſome of my Readers were a little diſguſted a 
this Expreſſion, „My Fears are quite gone.“ As thinking, it diſcover- 
ed a Iintture of Arrogance in the Writer, and tended to diſcourage the 
weak Chriſtian. But, I hope, a more mature Confideration will acquit 
me, from both theſe Charges.—For what has the Author ſaid ? Only, 
that at ſome peculiarly happy Moments, when the Holy Ghoft bears 
Witneſs of Chriſt in his Heart, and he is favoured with a Glimpſe of the 
Redeemer's matchleſs Excellency—that, in theſe brighter Intervals of 
Life, his trembling Fears, with regard to the deciſive Sentence of the great 
Tribunal, are turned into pleafing Expettations. And what is there in 
ſuch a Declaration, offenſive to the ſtricteſt Modeſty, or diſpiriting to the 
weakeſt Believer ? Inſtead of creating Diſcouragement, it points out the 
Way to obtain a ſettled I ranquility. It's natural Tendency 1s, to engage 
the ſerious Mind in a more conſtant and attentive Meditation, on the un- 
known Merits of the Divine MEDIATOR. And were we more 
thoroughly acquainted, more deeply affeted, with his unutterable Digni- 
ly; I am perſuaded, our uncaly Apprehenſions would proporttonably 
yanſh ; our Faith be eſtabliſhed, our Hopes brightened, and our Joys 


narged, 


% 
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Mile I ſce a Glimpſe of it's matchleſs Excellency, 


and verily believe myſelf, intereſted in it's Merits, 

I know not what it is, to feel any miſgiving Suſ. 

1 but am ſtedfaſt in Faith, and joyful thro 
ope. 

Be my Iniquities like Debts of Millions of Ta. 
lents, here is more than full Payment for all that 
e r. Sum. Let the Enemy of Mankind and 
Acculer of the Brethren, load me with Invectives; 
this one Plea, A Divine Redeemer died, moſt tho- 
roughly quaſhes every Indictment. For, though 
there be much Turpitude, and manifold Tran: 
greſſions, © there is no Condemnation to thoſe 
that are in Chriſt Jeſus.”—Nay, were I charge- 
able with all the vileſt Deeds, which have been 
committed in every Age of the World, by every 
Nation of Men; even in this moſt deplorable Caſe, 
I need not fink into Deſpair. Even ſuch Guilt, 
though grievous beyond all Expreſſion, is not to 
be compared with that Abundance of Grace and 
Righteouſneſs, which dwell in the incarnate Di- 
vinity,—How great, how tranſcendently glorious, 
are the Perſections of the adored Jehovah ! 80 
great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is the Expration 
of the dying Jeſus. Tis impoſſible for the human 
Mind, to exalt this Atonement“, too 7 lis 
impoſſible for the humble Penitent, to con ide in it, 
too ſteadily, The Scriptures, the Scriptures q 

eterna 


This Doctrine, tho' rich with Conſolation to the ruined Sinner: yet, 
is it not likely to open a Door for Lecentiouſneſs ; and embolden Tranſ- 
greflors to proſecute their VICES? No: It is the moſt powerful Mo. 
tive to that genuine Repentance, which flows from an unfzigned Love of 
God; and operates in a hearty Deteſtation of all Sin. One, who knew 
the unmeaſurable Goodneſs of the Lord, and was no Stranger to the fins 
ful Perverſeneſs of our Nature, ſays, There is Mercy with The? 
"THEREFORE fhatt thou be 4 Pſal. cxxx. 4.— Words, full to 
my Purpoſe; which at once aod the higheſt Authority of this Sentiment, 
ad direct our Minds to it's proper Influence, and due Improvement, 
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eternal Truth, have ſaid it (exult, my Soul, in the 
Belief of it !) that the Blood on which we rely, is 
God's own Blood“, and therefore all- ſufficient to 
expiate, omnipotent to ſave. 

DAVID, that egregious Sinner, but more ex- 
amplary Saint, ſeems to have been well acquaint- 
ed with this comfortable Truth. What elſe can 
be the Import of that very remarkable, but moſt 
devout Declaration? Thou ſhalt purge me + with 
Hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; thou ſhall waſh me, 
and I ſhall be whiter than Snow.—* I have been 
* guilty, I muſt confeſs, of the moſt complicated 
* and ſhocking Crimes: Crimes, inflamed by 
every 3 Circumſtance, with regard 
* to Myſelf, my Neighbour, and my God. My- 
% ſelf, who have been bleſſed above Men, and 
* the diſtinguiſhed Favourite of Providence ; my 
* Nezghbour, who, in the moſt dear and tender 
* Intereſts, has been irreparably injured ; my 
* GOD, who might juſtly expect the moſt grate- 
ful Returns of Duty, inſtead of ſuch enormous 
“ Violations of his Law. Yet, all horrid and 
* execrable as my Offence is, it is nothing to the 
* ſuperabundant Merit of that great Redeemer, 
% who was promiſed from the Foundations of the 
% World; in whom all my Fathers truſted ; who 
is the Hope of all the Ends of the Earth. Tho 
my Conſcience be more loathſome, with adul- 
* terous Impurity, than the Dung/ill ; though 
| | Treachery 


| Ads xx. 28. ; | 
+ Pſal. li. 7. Thou alt Purge. I prefer this Tranflation, before the 
new one. Becauſe this ſpeaks the Language of a more ſtedfaſt Belief, 
and gives the higheſt Honour to the Divine Goodneſs, Were the Words 
intended to bear no more than the common pet:tzonery Senſe ; and not to 
de expreſſive of a noble Plerophory of Faith; thev would rather ha-e 
deen [rm peratives. not Futures. | | 


* * 
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& Treachery and Murder have rendered it even 
« Hlack as the Gloom of Hell; yet; waſhed in the 
« Fountain opened for Sin and for Uncleanneſs“, 
J ſhall be—l ſay, not, pure only, this were a 
«* Diſparagement to the Efficacy of my Saviour 
% Death; but I ſhall be fair as the Lzly, and white 
* as the Snow. Nay, let me not derogate from 
the glorious Object of my Confidence; cleanſed 
« by this ſovereign ſanctifying Stream, I ſhall be 
* fairer than the full blown Lily, witer than the 

c new-fallen Snows.? es. 
POWER, faith the Scripture, belongeth unto 
GOD+.—And in what majeſtic Lines, 1s this At- 
tribute of Jehovah written, throughout the whole 
Volume of the Creation ? 1 thro' thoſe 
magnificent Pages, unfolded in yonder ſtarry 
Regions. Which are therefore ſtiled, by the ſweet 
and ſeraphic Singer of Hrael, The Firmament 
* of his "x +,” Becauſe, the grand Exploits 
of Omnipotence are there diſplayed, with the ut- 
moſt Pomp: and recorded, in the moſt legible 
Characters. 1 Chbed l 
Who, that looks upward to the midnight Sky; 
and with an Eye of Reaſon, beholds it's rolling 
Wonders ; who can forbear inquiring, Of what 
were thoſe mighty Orbs formed S Amazing to re- 
late! They were produced without Materials. 
They ſprung from Emptineſs itſelf, The ſtately 
Fabric of univerſal Nature emerged out of Vothing. 
What Inſtruments were uſed by the Supreme 
Architect, to faſhion the Parts with ſuch exquiſite 
Niceneſs, and give ſo beautiful a Poliſh to the 
whole? How was all connected into one finely- 
proportioned, and nobly-ftimſhed On 
8 eee A bare 


* Zech. xiii. 1. + Pfal. lil. 11. Pfl. cl. 1. 
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A bare Fiat accompliſhed all. Let them be, ſaid 
God. He added no more; and immediately the 
marvellous Edifice aroſe; adorned with every 
Beauty ; ens innumerable Perfections; and 
declaring, amidſt enraptur'd Seraphs, it's great 
Creator's Praiſe. By the Word of the Lord 
„ere the Heavens made, and all the Hoſt of 
„them by the Breath of his Mouth“. What 
forceful Machinery fixed ſome of thoſe pondrous 
Globes, on an immoveable Baſis ? What irreſiſti- 
ble Impulſe hoe others, through the Circuit of 
the Heavens ? What coercive Energy confined 
their impetuous "Courſes, within Limits aſtoniſh- 
ingly large, yet moſt minutely true? Nothing 
but. his /overezgn Will. For all Things were at 
irſt conſtituted and all to this Day abide, © acs 
cording to his Ordinance.” 

Without any toilſome Aſſiduity or laborious 
Procels, to raiſe ·-to touch · to /penkfucha Multitude 
ok immenfe Bodies into Being to launch them 
through the Spaces of the Sky, as an Arrow from 
tne hand of a Giant—to impreſs on ſuch unwieldy 

laſſes a Motion, far outſtripping the Swiftneſs 5 

ie > abs the 


If this Thought is admitted a Second Time, and ſuſfered to ennoble 
de next Paragraph; it is partly, becauſe of it's unequalled Sublimity : 
nity, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand Idea of creating Power; and 
arty, becauſe the Practice of the Pſalmiſt, an Authority too great to be 
ntroverted, is my Precedent.— The beautiful Stanza quoted from P/al. 
Ku. 6, is a Proof, how thoroughly the Royal Poet entered into the 
hieſty of the Moſaic Narration. The Repetition of the Sentiment, 
7. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he was charmed, with that noble Manner, 
deſcribing the Divine Operations. While the Turn of his own Com- 
lition ſhews, how eBay he poſſeſſed the ſame elevated Way of 
nking, And this long before Longinus wrote the celebrated Treatiſe, 
lich has taught the Heathen, as well as the Chriſtian World, to admire 
e ; pany of the Jewiſi Legiſlator's Stile. Vid. Loxcix. de Sublim, 


* 
a 


9 
* 


1 


15 Rapidity.!_It' ſurpaſſes human are yrs Ho natural, how pert 

nent, how almoſt neceſſary,” aſtet ſuch an Obſervation, -i3-the: Ackn0 

| leggrmene made, b) holy Joh] I Ano tgat Tuoud cunſt: do every 41 
2 
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| 2 Jehovah, effect for his Peo 


Be their Wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this God 
ſupply them ? Be their Corruptions within, eve 
1o-inveterate; or their Temptations without, evet 
ſo tmportunate ; cannot this mighty, mighty God 
ſubdue: the former, and fortify them againſt the 


* 


WE 0 give one Inſtance of this Rematk. The Earth; in the div 
| Revolution, which it performs on it's Axis, whirls about: at the Rate 
above a Thouſand Milk | 
. deſcribes annually round the Sun, is reckoned at 5340 Millions of Mile 
it muſt travel near 4 Million and Half, each Day. What a Force mull 
requiſite to protrude ſovaff a Globe: and wheet it um loaded as it is . 


1 


My Soul, ö 


| int ot nr bad booking 224 * 1 nnn e 
What cannot this uncontroulable Power, of the 
| Soy <Þ en | , Be their Mi. 
enes ever ſo galling cannot this God relieve them: 


latter? Should Trials, with an inceſſant Vehe 
eee e e d bisher f Hie 


es an Hour. And as the great Otbit, which 


Huge Mountains, and ponderous Rocks, at ſuch-@ igious Degree 


ice, can lie beyond thy Power to execute“ Strap, zh, 220 mau 
. T Pſal, nxx1t, 9. s 4 I! 


that no Th ght, nd imagiuabie Scheme, cane be tut hoden / 
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wende fit thee as Wheat; ſhould Tribulatian, 
1151 a Weißht of Wees / almoſt print! thee 40. 
Powder 7 {Houta Pleaſure with her bewitchin 
Stiles, 46 . to deheious Ruin; yet *ho 
thee falk p) Goch and kay thy Help igen Ring 
kat is Sr iF tener. "ThGwcanſt not be 4nyolve 
in! fuch calaynit ousCitcu mſtanees, or ex poſedtoſ uch 
. eDorrug ns Br. immiaent 


d 1 SDS 647 intrn 74 . ix Bir 1201 | Ne 
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Feeble DN, that have 70 805 all, 15 not only i 

b 2% Jet We hk ; New fool, where it did-not 
viexift I Wichoürtttis Aid of even: the Youths, amidſt the the » 8 
Prime of theis V our and Athy 75 1. lauguid in their 
and weary in their Courſe. And. e young Men, to whoſe: Reſoturion 
and Abilities hothing ſeemed *ioiptatiicable ” alk not only. not ſuccerd, 
but utterly fall, and mi ſcarry in their various „Geke, dl Ng, 
they tRat wait 2 ws 455 D, a ny Conor. in his Grace, ſhall preſs on, 
Nich a generous, from o of religious Imp nt to 
mother. Inſtead ur Ste. — Bench their ſtren; geh. ; Dif- 
culties ſhall- animate; and Ta ag te. t They Aal Shark upgas 
(with loan 50 ings, 3 above all Op poſition 00 ſhall Be carried through 
ever) Di 00 Nen „a Eapt 4 flee the yielding Air. They fear 
3 gov att: Op Way, of Lo” 8. ep 15 
55 Las, 1505 edientur, carpent iter / 
* ay eee, * 4 efil Pacht, duct not faint ; 
hit e at the y * — Fre of chelt High 
„ 8 11511 '? ' 12 
| \ Toki voſt. 7557 ng. Doctrine, Penne me to add i it's no len Nalnitul 
— delight ul Contraſt.” Flipha?, ſpeaking of the Enemies ofthe-Rightc- 
this; Hays -which is rendered by a great Critic in ſacred Learning, 
Nikhil 2 Jactio nobis — r. e ſhould reckon, our Lan- 
Fade ue. gauted'ufelf ddlerably well, if, when depreciating the Abilities of 
"3 Advorſar it ſhould repreſent, them weak as the ſcortaeu Thread, 
feeble” as: the whefeloing- Smoke, But theſe ate cold Forms af Speech 
'eomparedavith/the. k haquence of the Eaſt. . According to the Geniug of 
aur Bible; ©Atiithe Pommer that oppoſes the Godly, i ig a mere Nothing; or, 
to fpbak wits a more emphatical Air of. Contempt a de leftrayed;* an ex- 
Fbated- Nut —Adimice, this Expre ſſion, Cc that are charmed Vith 
in Tran - (what 'Tully.ca)ls po ,argens } a ſpirited and glow- 
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imminent Peril: but thy God, whom thou ſerveſt 
is able to deliver thee from the one, and to ſ Ippon 
thee under;the:other,—TFor;/apport / to deliver. 
Let me not diſhonour the unlimited Greatneſs of 
his Power. He is able to exalt Thee, from the 
deepeſt, Diſtreſs, ig the moſt triumphant Joy; and 
to wake even a Complication of Evils, Work to- 
gether {or thy everlaſting Good. He is able, not 
only to accompliſh what I have been ſpeaking, 
but 40 do emcceding abundantly: above all that we 
can aſt, "OF ink. 8 84 7 5 ** | p +) 21 a 181 7 
O the wretched Condition of the Wicked, who 
have this Lord of all Power for their Enemy! O 
the agfperate Madnefs of the Ungodly, who Pro. 
voke the Almighty to Jealouſy !—Belotted Crea- 
tures !'are you able to contend with your Maker, 
and eater the Liſts againſt incenfed-Omnipotence! 
Can you bear the Fierceneſs of his Wrath, or ſul: 
tain the Vengeance of his hfted Arm? At his 
Preſence though awfully ſerene, the Hills melt 
like Wax, and the Mountains ſkip like frighted 
Lambs.“ At the leaſt Intimation of his Diſplea- 
ſure, the Foundations of Nature rock, and the 
«© Pillars of Heaven tremble,” How:then cana 
withered Leaf endure, when“ his Lips. are full of 
apy: 24 1074 2 42bie adlignation, 

* I ſhould in this Place, avoid ſwelling the Notes any farther, was 
Ant to take Notice of the inimitable Pallage quoted above; and to be 
found Eph. iii. 20.—Which, if 1 do not greatly miſtake, is the mol 
complete Repreſentation of Divine Power, that it is poſſible for Words 
to frame.— To do all that our Tongue can aſk ; is a Miracle of Might, 
But we eften think more than we can expreſs, and are attuated with 
© Croanings unutterablr.“ Vet, to anſwer theſe vaſt Defires, is not be- 
v che Accompliſhment” of our heavenly: Father. Nay to make his 
Giſis and his- Bleſſings commenſurate to the largeſt Stretch of human 
Expectatiohs, is a finall thing with'the God of Glory. Helis able to do 
above all, that the moſt inlarged Apprehenſion can imagine; yea, to do 
abundantly-more than the Mind itfelf, in the utmoſt Exertion of all !! 
Facultics, is capable of vi, or knows how to conceive, 
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* Indignation, and his Tongue as a devouring 
« Fire? Or can any thing /creen a Fah Worm, 
when the great and terrible God ſhall ue t his plit- 
tering: Sword, and nis Hand take hold on inexorable 
judgment When that Hand which, ſhoots the 
Planets, Maſſes of exceſſive Bulk“, with ſuch ſur- 
priſing Rapidity, through the Sky: that Hand, 
which darts the Comets to ſuch unmeaſurable 
Diſtances, beyond the Orbit of our remoteſt Planet, 
beyond the Purſuit of the ſtrongeſt Eye; when 
that Hand is ſtretched out to puniſh, can the Mu- 
nition of Rocks, the Intervention of Seas, or 
even interpofing Words, divert the Blow? 
Conſider this, Ambition; and bow thy haughty 
Creſt. Oonſider this, Diſobedience; and bend 
he iron Sinew. Ol confider this, all ye that for- 
get, or affront, the tremendous Jehovah. He can, 
by a fingle Act of his Will, lay the Univerſe in 
utter Ruin; and can He want Power to bring 
jou; in a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, 
0 the Daft of | Death, or to the Flames of Hell! 
He has—I ſay not, Ten thouſand: Lightnings to 
ſeorch you to Aſhes; Ten thouſand Thunders to 
cruſh you into Atoms; but, what is unſpeakably 
more dreadſul— He has an Army of Terrors, even 
In the £20k of his angry Countenance. His very 

Frown is worſe than Deſtruction. 


cannot diſmiſs this ſubject; without admiring 
6 F F 81 nin nr j ' 14 * . er 


4 + FRTTTP ET 164 ra t 1 131530 1 fs Arz! 
One of che Planets (Set urn) is ſuppoſed to be more than ga times 
a big, as the Globo on Which we live. According to the ſame calcula- 


os, the largeſt of the Planets. Jupiter 15 above 20 times valter, than 
BW = valt-Colleftion, of, ſpacious, Forefls, towering, Mountains, extenfive 
of ontinents, arid boundlets Oceans. Such enormous Magnitufle ! winged. 


"ih ſuch prodigious Speed !-—lt. raiſes Aſtoniſhment beyond Expreſhon 
mM ith GOD is terrible Majeſty, ! Job xxxvii. 22.——]Khp fall not fea» 
WEE. O LORD, and glority thy Name“ Rev. xv. 4. 21d 
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10 gracioufly ſtretched out, io careſs him, with 
the tendereſt Endearments ; to cheriſh him, vi 

f ce Inſtance of parental Kindneſs. 205 thon 
| 1teſt, thou beſt of beings, how am I pained at 
: ij very" Soul, for fuch ſflameful and tous Dil 
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Thave, = been, ſtruck with Wonder at that 
Almighty, Skill, which werg hed the Mountains in 
Scales, and the Hills in a Balance; which Sropor- 
zoned the Waters in the Hollow of it's Hand, and 
«/juſted_the_Dult of the Earth“ by a Meaſure, 
But how much more marvellous is that magniſi- 
cent Qeconomy, which porfet the Stars with in- 
repreſible Nicer, and meted out the Heavens 
with a Span! Where all is prodigiouſly vaſt; im- 
menſely various; and yet more than mathemati- 


* 5 9 


cally exact. Surely, the Wiſdom of God manifelts 


itſelf in the Skies, and ſhines in choſe lucid Orbs. 
Shines, on the contemylative Mind, with a Luſtre 
incomparably . brighter, than that which their 


united Splendors tranſmit to the Eye. 


* 


; _ 6 


- Behold, yonder countleſs Multitude of Globes; 


conſider their amazing Magnitude ; regard them 
as the Sovereigns of lo many Syſtems, each ac- 


"MW companied with his planetary Equipage, © Upon 
li: Suppoſition, chat a Multiplicity of mighty 

Spheres, muſt be perpetuafly running their rounds, 
in the upper Regions! Yet none miſtake their 


Wa 
1 # ) TA ES -o4 14 45 18 1 541 * 
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I. xl. 12. The-Duſt of the Earth; in chis ſublime Scripiure, . 
hes che dry Land, or ſolid Part of aur Globe. Which is placed in Con- 
uadiſtinction to the whole Collection of Huld Matter, mentioned in che 
preceding Clauſt/2—Perkaps, this remarkable Expreſhon may bs intended 
0 intimate; nat ohty the extreme Niceneſs, which ſtated the Dimenſions: 
of che Wofld in general or inthe groſs ; but alſo that Particular Exaci- 
weſs, with which the very ſmalleit Materials, that conſtitate it's Frame, 


(not excepting each individual Atom] were calculated and diſpoſed— 
1. C. I 3 to ſay; No ſuch enormous Redundancies, as un- 
neceſſary Nig of Mountains were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. There was not. ſo 
much as the leaſt Grain of Sand Ae or a ſingle Particte'of Duſt 
deſcient As the grand Aim of the deſcription is, to celebrate the en- 
ſemmate 'Wifdam, exempliſicd in the Creation ; to. diſplay that flex ſccł | 
Proportion, with, which every Part tallies, coincides, and, harmonizes, 
vith the Whole 1 have taken leave to'alter, the Word f òur. Engliſh 
Tranſlation comprehend, and introduce in it's ſtead a Term equally: fai 
o the Hebrew, and more ſignificative of the Prophet's preciſe Idea. 
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932 CONTEMPLATIONS 


Way, or wander from the Goal ; though they paſ; 
through trackleſs and unbounded Fields. None 
fly off from their Orbits, into extravagant Excur. 
2 — ; none hre in upon their Centre, with too 
near an Approach. None interfere with each other 
in their perenmal Paſſage; or entercept the kindly 
Commung#ations of another's Influence“. But all 
their Rotations proceed in eternal Harmony; 
keeping ſuch Time, and obſerving ſuch Laws, as 
are moſt exquiſitely adapted to Ge Perfection of 
the Whole. | . 
While I contemplate this“ excellent Wifdom, 
„ which made the Heavens“ and attunes all their 
Motions ; how am I abaſhed at -that Mixture of 
Arrogance and Folly, which has, at any Time, 
inclined me to murmur at thy Diſpenſations (0 
Lord! What is this, but a ſort of implicit Treaſon 
againſt thy Supremacy ; and a tacit Denial of thy 
infinite 8 FHaſt Thou ſo regularly 
placed ſuch a wonderful Diverſity of Syſtems; 
thro' the Spaces of the Univerſe! Didſt Thou, with- 
out any probationary Eſſays, without any improv- 
ing Retouches, ſpeak them into the moſt conſummate 
Perfection !—Doſt Thou continually ſuperintend 
all their Circumſtances, with a Sagacity that never 
miſtakes the minuteſt Tittle of Propriety ? And 
ſhall I be ſo unaccountably ſtupid, as to queſtion 
the Juſineſs of thy Diſcernment, in“ chooſing my 
Inheritance, and fixing the Bounds of my Habi- 


tne 


* The Interception of Light, by means of an Eclipſe, happens very 
rarely. And then is of ſo ſhort a Continuance, as not to be at all incon- 
venient. Nay, it is attended with ſuch Circumſtances, as render it raibet 


uſeful, than prejudicial. 
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the Structure; determining the Diſtance® ; and 


conducting the Career of unnumbered Worlds! 
And ſhall my peeviſh Humour preſume to cenſure 
thy Interpoſition with regard to the Affairs of one 
conſiderable Creature; whoſe Stature, in ſuch 
a comparative View, is leſs than a Span; and his 
prelent Duration, little more than a Montut ? 
O! Thou God, in whoſe Hand my Breath 
js, and whoſe are all my Ways,” let ſuch Sen- 
ments as now. poffeſs m NE be always 
wely on my Heart! Theſe ſhall compoſe my 
Mind into a-chenrful Acquieſcence, and a t/hankſu 
Submiſſton'; even when Afflictions gall the Senſe, 
r Diſappointments break my Schemes. Then ſhall - 
like the grateful Patriarch , in all the Changes 
f my Condition, and even in the Depths of Diſ- 
reſs, erect an Altar of adoring Reſignation ; and 
ſeribe it with the Apoſltle's Motto, To GOD only 
iſe. Then, ſhouldſt Thou give me Leave to be 

e Carver of my on Fortunes, I would humbly 
eſire to relinquiſh the Grant, and recommit the 
ilpoſal of myſelf to thy unerring Beneficence. 
ully perſuaded, that / Counſels, tho contrary _ 
my froward Inclinations, or even afflictive tomy 
eſn; are mcomparably more eligible, then the 
nd Impulſe of my own Will, however ſoothing 
animal Nature. | . 


The Sun in particular (and let this ſerve as a Specimen of that moſt 15 
ous Exattne ſs, with which the other celeſtial Bodies are conſlituted, 
he WF cheir Circumſtances regulated) the Sun is formed of ſuch determi- 

Magnitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient Diftance—** as not to 

oy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the Ground with it's Kindly * 
ery mtb. TP it was larger, it would ſet che. Earth on Fire; if /malter, 
on" Wh would leave it frozen, If it was nearer us, we ſhould be ſcorched to 
thet each; if farther” from us, we ſhould not be able to live for want of © 

leat.“ STACKHOUSE'S Hiſtery of the Bible. te 

| F Ser Gen. Xii, 7, 8. 
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Way, or wander from the Goal ; *bouh they paſ; 
through trackleſs and unbounded Fields. None 
fly off from their Orbits, into extravagant Excur. 
Lots ; none hre in upon their Dentre, with too 
near an Approach. None interfere with each other 
in their perenmal Paſſage ; or entercept the kindly 
Commungtations of another's Influence“. But all 
their Rotations proceed in eternal Harmony; 
keeping ſuch Time, and obſerving ſuch Laws, as 
are moſt exquiſitely adapted to the Perfection of 
the Whole. | 5 tt 
While I contemplate this © excellent Wifdom, 
* which made the Heavens” and attunes all their 
Motions ; how am I abaſhed at that Mixture of 
Arrogance and Folly, which has, at any Time, 
inclined me to murmur at thy Dſpenſations O 
Lord ! What 1s this, but a ſort of implicit Treaſon 
againſt thy Supremacy ; and a tacit Denial of thy 
infinite Underſtanding !—Haſt Thou ſo regularly 
placed ſuch a . Diverſity of Syſtems, 
rhro' the Spaces of the Univerſe! Didſt Thou, with- 
out any probationary Eſſays, without any improv- 
ing Retouches, ſpeak them into the moſt conſummate 
Perfection I Doſt Thou continually ſuperintend 
all their Circumſtances, with a Sagacity that never 
miſtakes the minuteſt Tittle of Propriety? And 
ſhall I be ſo unaccountably ſtupid, as to queſtion 
the Juſtneſs of thy Diſcernment, in“ chooling my 


Inheritance, and fixing the Bounds of my Habi- 


* tation! Not a ſingle Erratum, in Wel 
the 


* The Interception of Light, by means of an Eclipſe, happens very 
rarely. And then is of ſo ort a Continuance, as not to be at all incon- 
venient, . Nay, it is attended with ſuch Circumſtances, as render it rather 


uſeful, than prejudicial. 
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the Structure; determining the Diſtance“; and 


conducting the Career of unnumbered Worlds !. 
And ſhall my peeviſh Humour preſume to cenſure 
thy Interpoſition with regard to the Affairs of one 
conſiderable Creature; whoſe Stature, in ſuch: 


a comparative View, is leſs than a Span; and his 
prelent Duration, little more than a Monteut ? 


O! Thou God, in whoſe Hand my Breath 


rely on my Heart! Thele ſha m 
Mind into a chenrful Acquieſcence, and a thankſur 
Submiſſton; even when Afflictions gall the Senſe, 


or Diſappointments break my Schemes. Then ſhall - 


|, like the grateful Patriarch +, in all the Changes 


of my Condition, and even in the Depths of Diſ- 


trels, erect an Altar of adoring Reſignation ; and 
nfcribe it with the Apoſtle's Motto, To GOD only 


Wiſe. Then, ſhouldſt Thou give me Leave to be 


the Carver of my own Fortunes, I would humbly 


deſire to relinquiſh the Grant, and recommit the 


Diſpoſal of myſelf to thy unerring Beneficence. 
fully perſuaded, that % Conn/ets ; tho contrary 


o animal Nature. 


urious Exatctne ſs, with which the other celeſtial Bodies are conflituted, 
nd all their Circumſtances regulated) the Sun is formed of ſuch determi- 
ate Magnitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient Diftance—* as not to 


Warmth.” IT it was larger, it would ſet the. Earth on Fire; iſ/ſmnaller, 

F would leave it frozen, | If it was Nearer us, WE ſhould be ſcorched to 

: 4 if farther from us, wie ſhould not be able to live fee want of 
leat,” Sracknousg's Hiſtery of the Bible. | 

| „ 1 Ser Gel. Kii. 7, Oe 


„is, and whoſe are all my Ways,” let ſuch Sen- 
timents as now poffeſs my r 6 rg be always 
l compoſe my | 


o my froward Inclinations, or even afflictive tomy 
feln; are incomparably more eligible, then the 
bind Impulſe of my own Will, however ſoothing 


* The Sun in particylar (and let this ſerve as a Specimen of that moſt 


i . . . = 6 * 0 
'mnoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the Ground with it's kindly * 
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On a careleſs Inſpection; you perceive no Ac. 
curacy or Uniformity in the Poſition of the hea- 
venly Bodies. They appear like an, dluſtrious 
abs, a promiſcuous Heap of ſhining Globes; 
neither ranked in Order, nor moving by Line, — 
But, what ſeems Confuſion, is all Regularity. 
What carries a Show of Negligence, is really the 
Reſult of the moſt maſterly Contrivance. You 
think, perhaps, they rove in their aereal Flight; 
but they rove by the niceſt Rule, and without the 
leaſt Error. Their Circuits, though ſeemingly 
devious ; their Mazes though intricate to our Ap- 
prehenſions*; are marked out, not indeed with 
golden Compaſſes, but by the infinitely more ex- 
act Determinations of the all-wiſe Spirit. 

So, what wears, the Appearance of Calamity, in 
the Allotments appointed for the Godly, has real. 
the Nature of a Bleſſing. It iſſues from father] 
Love, and will terminate in the richeſt Good. 1 
Joſepli is ſnatched from the Embraces of an indul 
gent Parent, and abandoned to Slavery in a fo 
reign Land; it is in order to ſave the holy Family 
from periſhing by Famine ; and to preſerve * th 
Seed, in whom all the Nations of the Eart 
* ſhould be bleſſed.” If he falls into the deepe 
Diſgrace, it is on purpoſe that he may riſe to th 
higheſt Honours. Even the Confinement of t 
Priſon, by the unſearchable Workings of Prov! 
dence, opens his Way to the Right-hand of t 
Throne itſelf. —Let the moſt afflicted Servant! 
Jeſus, wait the final Upſhot of Things. He v 
then, diſcover the apparent Expediency of all tho 

| . Tribulation 


* —  Mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervoly'd ; yet regular 
Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem, Mirr. 
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Tribulations; which now, perhaps, he can hardly 
admit, without Reluctance; or ſuffer, without ſome 
Struggles of diſſatisfattion. Then, the guſhing Tear, 
and the heaving Sigh, willbe turned into Tides of 
Gratitude, and Hymns of holy Wonder. 

In the mean time, let no audacious Railer, pe: 
ſumptuoufly impeach the Divine Procedure; but, 
adoring where we cannot comprehend, let us ex- 

ect the Evolution of the myſterious Plan. Then, 
fall every Eye perceive; that the ſeeming Laby- 


rinths of Providence, were the moſt direct and com- 


pendous Way; to effett his general Purpoles of 
Grace, and to bring about each One's particular 
Happineſs“.— Then, alſo, ſhall it be clearly ſhewn, 
in the Preſence of applauding Worlds; Why, 
Virtue pined in Want, while Vice rioted in Af- 
fluence. Why, amiable Innocence ſo often 
dragged the Dungeon Chain, while horrid Guilt 
trailed the Robe of State. —That Day of univerſal 
Audit, that Day of everlaſting Retribution, will 
not only vindicate, but magnify, the whole Ma- 
nagement of Heaven. The Auguſt Seſſions ſhall 
cloſe with this unanimous, this glorious Acknow- 
ledgement : © Though Clouds and Darkneſs, im- 


* penetrable by any human Scrutiny, were ſome- 


times round about the ſupreme Conductor of 


Things; yet Rrghteouſneſs and Judgment were 
* the conſtant Habitation of his Seat +; the invari- 
* able Standard of all his Adminiſtrations,” — 

Yy 2 | Thus 


*The moral World 
Which, though to Us it ſeems embroil'd, moves on 
In higher Order; fitted, and impell'd 
By Viſdom's fineſt Hand, and iſſuing all 
In gen'ral Good. Tu os. Mint. J. 586, laſt, Edit. 
| + Pſal. xcvil. 2. | 
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Thus (if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt Truths, by 


inferior Occurence) while we view the Arras, on 
the Side of leaſt Diſtinction, it is void of any ele. 
gant Fancy; without. any nice Strokes of Art; 
nothing but a confuſed Jumble of incoherent 
Threads. No ſooner 1s the Piece beheld in it's 
proper Aſpect, but the ſuſpected Rudeneſs vaniſhes, 
and the moſt curious Arrangement takes place, 
We are charmed with Deſigns of the fineſt Taſte, 
and Figures of the moſt graceful Form. All 1s 
ſhaped with Symmetry; all is clad in Beauty. 
The Goodneſs of God is moſt eminently diſplay- 
ed in the Skies, —Could we take an underſtanding 
Survey, of whatever is formed by the Divine 
Architect, throughout the whole Extent of ma- 
terial Things; our Minds vould be tranſported 
with their Excellencies, and our Tongues echo 
back that great Encomium, They are good, 
very good*,” Moſt beautiful + in themſelves; 
contrived by unerring Wiſdom, and executed 
with inimitable Skill. Moſt uu in their Func- 
tions; exactly fitting the Places they fill, and com- 
pletely anſwering the Purpoſes, for which they 
were intended. All the Parts of the inanimate 
Creation proclaim, both by their intrinſic and re- 
lative Excellencies, the all- diffuſive Beneficence 
of their Maker. | 


How 
en., 1 8. 


++ This deſcription ofthe Univerſe, and all it's Parts, has been very 
highly, and very juſtly extolled, by the antient Inquirers into Nature, 
And was, indeed, an illuſtrious Scene, ſpread before the Sayes of the 
Tleathen World; wherein to contemplate the Goodneſs, and the Glories, 
of the _— Being.—It was nobly ſaid, by a Pagan Philoſopher, on 
this Occaſion ; That GOD, when he undertook the Work of Creation, 
transformed Himſelf into Lave,—But he need not transform Iimſelf 
into this amiable Principle; for 5 God is Love.“ As was much mor? 
nobly ſaid by One, whom that Philoſopher would have termed a Haf- 
$arian, 1 John iv, 8, | 
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How much more wonderſul are the Diſplays oſ 
Divine Indulgence, in the Worlds of Lite Be- 
cauſe, dead Matter if incapable of Delight; there- 
fore, the Gracious Creator has raiſed innumerable 
Ranks of perceptive Exiſtence. Such as are qua- 
lied to taſte his Bounty, and enjoy each a Han. 
pineſs ſuited to it's peculiar State. With this 
View, He furniſhed the Regions of inferior Na- 
ture, with an Order and a Series of ſenſative Be- 
ings. The Waters teem with Shoals of finny In- 
eee The dry Land {warms with Animals 
of every Order. The Dwellings of the Firma. 
ment, are occupied by Multitudes of winged 
People. Not ſo much as a green Leaf, Philoſo- 
phers fay, but lodges, and accommodates, it's 
puny animalcule Tenants*.— And wherefore, this 
Diverſity, this Proſuſion of living Creatures; fly- 
ing the Air, treading the Ground, gliding thro' 
the Paths of the Sea? For this moſt glorious 
Reaſon 
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A very celebrated Poet in a beautiful Paragraph on this Subjett, in- 
forms his Readers ; That all Nature ſwarms with Life. In ſubterranean 
Cells, the Earth heaves with vital Motion. Even the hard Stone, in 
every inmoſt Receſſes of it's impenetrable Citadel, bolds Multitudes of 
animated Inhabitants, The Pulp of mellow Fruit, and all the Productions 
of the Orchard; feed the invikble Nations. Each Liguid, whether of 
acid Taſle, or milder Reliſh, abounds with various Forms of ſenſitive 
Exillence, Nor is the pure Stream, or tranſparent Air, without their 
Colonies of unſeen People,—In which Conſtitution of Things, we have 
2 wonderful Inftance, not only of the Divine Goodnels to thoſe minute 
Beings, in giving them Capacity for animal Gratifications ; but of his 
iender Care for Mankind, in making them tmperceptable io our Sepſcy, 

— Theſe, conceal'd | 

By the kind Art of forming Heav'n, eſcape 

The groſſer Eye of Man; For, if the Worlds 

In Worlds inclos'd ſhould on his Senſes burlt ; 

From Cates ambrokal, aud the nettar'd Bowl, 

He'd turn abhorrent ; and, in Jead of Night, 

When Silence ſleeps ver all, be ſtunn'd with Noiſe, 

| TroMs0N's Summer. 
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Reaſon—That the eternal Sovereign may exerciſe 
his ſuperabundant Goodneſs; that his Table may 
be furmſhed, with Millions and Millions of 
Gueſts ; that he may fill, every Hour, every Mo- 
ment, their Mouths with Food, or their Hearts 
with Gladneſs. 2 th 535 Bi | 
But, what a ſmall Theatre are three or four 
Elements, for the Operations of JEHOVAH's Wl 
Bounty! His magnificent Liberality, ſcorns ſuch 
ſcanty. Limits. If you aſk, Wherefore has He 
created all Worlds, and repleniſhed them with an 
unknown Multiplicity of Beings; riſing, one 
above another, in an endleſs Gradation of ſtill 
richer Endowments, and fill nobler Capacities ? 
The Anſwer is For the Manifeſtation of his own 
Glory, and eſpecially for the Communication of 
his inexhauſtible Beneficence“. The great Creator 
could propoſe no Advantage to Himſelf. His 
| Bliſs is incapable of any Addition. Before the 
Mountains were brought forth, or ever the 
“ Earth and the World were made.” He was 
ſupremely happy, in his own independent and all. 
ſufficient Sell. His grand Deſign therefore, in 
erecting ſo many ſtately Fabrics; and peopling 
them with ſo many Tribes of Inhabitants ; was, 
To transfuſe his exuberent Kindneſs, and 2mpart 
Felicity in all it's Forms. Ten Tae 
| |, LOCK 


A ſacred Writer, conſidering this delightful SubjeQ; and confining 
his Obſervation, within the narrow Limits of his own Country; crit 
out, with a Mixture of Amazement and Gratitnde ; How great is 6k 
Cootineſs, and how great ig hig Beauty- Who then can forbear bel 
loſt in Wender, and tranſported with Delight; when he extends 
Survey, to thoſe infinitely more coptous Communications of Dun 
Bounty; which like ſalutary and refreſhing Streams, run through i 
Werde, and make, not only the little Valleys of a ſingle Kingdom, Þ 
the Immenſity of Creation laugh and ing ? Zech. ix. 17. 


— 


— 
— 
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locked with Ten Thouſand times Ten Thouſand 
Ranks, of ſenſitive and intelligent Exiſtence, are 
ſo many ſpacious Gardens; which, with Rivers 
of communicated Joy, this ever-flowing Fountain 

waters continually. | | | 
Boundleſs*, and (which raiſes our Idea of this 
Divine Principle, to the very higheſt Degree of 
Perfection) diſintereſted ® Munificence! How in- 
expreſſbly amiable is the bleſſed God, conſidered 
in this charming Light! Is it poſſible to conceive 
any Excellence, ſo adorable and lovely; as in- 
ſinite Benevolence guided by unerring Wiſdom, 
and exerting Almighty Power, on purpoſe to make 
a whole Univerſe Pa py !—O my Soul, what an 
wreſiſtable Attractive is here! What a moſt worthy 
Object, for thy molt fervent Aﬀettion! Shall now 
every glittering Toy, become a Rival to this 
Cantotnlendy eneficent Being, and rob him of 
thy Heart? No. Let his all- creating Arm teach 
thee, to truſt in the Fulneſs of his Sufficiency ;— 
Let his all-ſuperintending Eye incline thee, to 
acquieſce in the Diſpenſations of his Providence : 
And let his Bounty; fo freely vouchſafed ; ſo 
amply diffuſed ; induce thee to love Him, with all 
WW the Ardor of a grateful and admiring Soul induce 
'W. thee to ſerve Him, not with a joyleſs Awe, or 
 flaviſh Dread, but with unfeigned Alacrity, and 
a delightful Complacency. 
If the Goodnels of God is ſo admirably ſeen, in 
the Works of Nature, and the Favours of Prove: 
| Cnce; 


„ ” — a 4 
—— — an — 
1 = — — — 
= . — 
, 9 + — 
- * . Py 


—— - 
— — 


— 2 „ „ 
—— 2 Y 


—  —— 
am == — — 


* * In this Senſe, There ig none good, but Que, that is GOD. None 
univerſally and effentially good. None whoſe Goodneſs extends itlelf, 
in an infinite Variety of Bleſſingz, to every, capable Object; or, wi» 
always diſpenſes his Favours, from the /ofe. Principle of rte and difinter- 
elled Benevolence. „„ 1 
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dence; with what a noble Superiority, does it 
even triumph, in the Myſtery of Redemption“ 
Redemption, is the brighteſt Mirror, in which to 
contemplate this moſt lovely Attribute of the 
Deity. Other Gifts, are only as Mites from the 
Divine Treaſury; but Redemption opens, I had 
almoſt ſaid exhauſt, all the Stores of Indulgence 
and Grace. Herein, God commendeth his 
© Lovet;” not only manifeſts, but ſets it off, as 
it were, with every bright and grand Embeliſh— 
ment: manifeſts it in fo ſtupendous a Manner, 
that it is beyond Parallel; beyond Thought; 
* above all Blefling and Praiſe. Was He not 
thy Son, Everlaſting God, thy only Son ; the 
Son of thy Boſom from eternal Ages; the higheſt 
Object of thy complacential Delight? Was not 
thy Love to this adorable Son, incomparably 
greater than the tendereſt Affection of Any, or 
the united Affections of All, mortal Parents? 
Was not the bleſſed Jeſus more illuſtrious in Ex- 
cellency, than all Angels; more exalted in Dig- 
nity, than all Heavens ? Yet didſt thou reſign 

Him, 


* In this, and in other Parts of the Contemplations, the Reader will 
obſerve; That the Attributes of the Deity are repreſented, as ſhining, 
with more diſtinguiſhed Luftre, in the Wonders of Redemption, than n 
the Works of Creation. If ſuch Remarks ſhould ſeem to be unprece- 
dented, or to ſtand in Need of Vindication; permit me to ſubjoin the 
Sentiments of a great Critic, equally verſed in both thofe ſublime Theo- 
ries.— In a perfect Orator, He ſays, Tully requires ſome Skill in the 
« Nature of heavenly Bodies ; becauſe, his Mind will beoome more 
& extenſive and unconfined; and, when He deſcends to treat of human 
& Affairs, He will both think and write in a more exalted and magnificent 
«© Manner. For the ſame Reaſon, that excellent Maſter would have te- 
«© commended the Study of thoſe great and glorious Myſteries, which 
« Revelation has diſcovered to Us; to which the nobleſt Parts of this 
4 Syſtem of the World are as much inferior, as the Creature is leſs ex- 


* cellent than the Creator,” | | | 
| Spect. Vol. VIII. No. 63% 
T Rom, v. 8, | | 
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Him, for poor Mortals ; for vile Sinners Couldſt 
thou ſee him deſcend, from his Royal Throne 
and take up his Abode, in the ſordid Stable? 
See him forego the Homage of the Seraphim; 
and ſtand expoſed to the reproachful Indignities, 
of an inſolent Rabble ? See Him arraigned at the 
gar, and ſentenced to Death; numbered with Ma- 
efattors, and nailed to the Gibbet; bathed in his 
wn innocent blood, and pouring out his Soul in 
gonies of Sorrow? Could the Father, the Fa- 
her melt, with unknown Philanthropy“, ſay ? 
It ſhall, it ſhall, be ſo! My Pity to rebellious 
Man pleads, and prevails. - Awake therefore, 
O Swordt, edged with divine Wrath. Awake 
and be ſheathed in that zmmaculate Breaſt; 
pierce that dearly beloved Heart. I am content, 
that my Son endure the Sharpneſs of Death, 
rather than ſinful Mortals periſh for ever.”— 
comprehenſible Love! May it hence-forward, 
e the favourite Subject of my Meditation; more 
lightful to my muſing Mind, than Applauſe to 
te ambitious Ear! May it be the darling Theme 
my Diſcourſe; ſweeter to my Tongue, than 
e Droppings of the Honeycomb to my Taſte ! 
ay it be my choiceſt Comfort, through all the 
nanges of Life; and my reviving Cordial even 
the laſt Extremities of Diſſolution itſelf ? 

A PROPHET contemplating, with a diſtant 
rvey, this unexampled Inſtance of Almighty. 
ve, is wrapt into a Tranſport of devotion. At a 
ls for proper Acknowledgments, he calls upon 
> whole Univerſe to aid his labouring Breaſt, 


2 2 and 
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3 * Philanthropy, that is, Loving-kindneſs to Man, 
- + Zech. xiii. 7, 
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e his Lack of Praiſe. Sing melod:ouſly, 

ye vaulted Heavens ; exult, and even leap for Glad. 

neſs, thou cumberous Earth, ye Mountains, break 

your long Silence, and burſt into Peals of loudeſ 

Acclamation*® ; for the Lord, by his precious Giſt, MI. 
and this great Salvation, hath comforted his People, Ml 
—A facred Hiſtorian hath left it upon Record; 
that, at the firſt Exhibition of this raviſhing Scene, 
there was with the Angel, who brought the bleſſed [ 
Tidings, a Multitude of the heavenly Hoſt; praiſ- c 
ing God, and making the Concave of the Skies | 
reſound with their Hallelujahs. At the Dawn of \ 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, when He was beginning! 
to riſe with Healing in his Wings, the Morning v 


Stars ſang together, and all the Sons of GODMI y 
ſhouted for Joy.—And ſhall Man, whom this gra 
cious Diſpenſation principally qu ** ; ſhall Mana. 
who is the Centre of all theſe gladdening Rays; i! 
{hall He have no Heart to adore, no Anthem to — 
celebrate, This E 
Love without End, and without Meaſure Grace. . 
Mitt by 
8 4 i ( 
How pure is the State of the Sky, and hoy 
. a g 

clear it's Aſpect? Clearer than the limpid Stream ne 

purer than the tranſparent Cryſtal; and mon 

| | curioul 
| * 
Ia. xlix. 13.—T have not adhered to our common Tranſlation, Me! 
endeavoured to preſerve, ſomewhat more faithfully, the noble Pathos, ra! 
inimitable Energy, of the ſacred Original. — The Love of God, mail i; 
feſted in a Divine and dying Saviour, is a Blefling of ſuch inconcewiconf. 
Richnefs ; as muſt render all Acknowledgments flat, and all Encomuſi Lans 
languid. Yet, I think, the moſt poetical and moſt emphatical Celeb 
tion of that unſpeakable Inſtance of Goodneſs, is contained in this rh h 
rous Exclamation of the Prophet. Which intimates, with a wonder"! 
Majeſty of Sentiment, that even the whole Compaſs of the znann Judg 


Creation; could it be ſenſible of the Benefit, and capable of Deli 
would expreſs it's Gratitude, in all theſe Demonſtrations of the ep 
lively and exuberant Joy, N 
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curiouſly fine, than the poliſhed Mirror. That 
ately Cieling ; fretted with Gold, and ſtretched 
to an Extent of many Millions of Leagues; is not 
disfigured with a ſingle Flaw, That azure Canopy ; 
embroidered with Stars, and ſpacious enough to 
form a Covering for unnumbered Worlds ; 1s 
without the leaſt Spot or Wrinkle.—Yet this, even 
this, will ſcarce yield us, ſo much as a faint * 
ſentation of the Divine Purity. God, is a God Il! 
of matchleſs and tranſcendent Excellency. His l | 

| 

| 


- 


Ways are Uprightneſs itſelf. His Counſels. and Wit 
Words are the very Sanctity of Wiſdom and of i 
Truth. The Laws, which he has given to unt- Wt 
verſal Nature ; are exquiſitely contrived, and be- 
yond all Poſſibility of Improvement. The Pre- 
ceþts, which he has appointed for the human Race; 
are a complete Summary, of all that is honour- 
able in itſelf, and perfective of the rational Mind. 
Not the leaſt Over/ight, in planning a Series of 
Events for all Futurity. Not the leaſt Mal-admi- 
nitration, in managing the Affairs of every Age, 
ſince Time began; and of every Nation, . 2 
the whole Heavens. — Pardon theſe diſparaging 
Expreſſions. A negative Perfection is far, far be- 
neath thy Dignity, 0 5 hou moſt Higheſt*. In all 


Z 2 theſe 


O Thou moſt Higheſt. —This Expreſſion occurs more than once, in 
the Pſalms uſed by the Eſtabliſhed Church. It is, I think, one of thoſe 
B:auties ; which, becauſe often exhibited generally eſcape our Notice. 
li is a Superlative, formed on a Superlative; and, though not ftriftly 
conformable to grammatical Rules, is nobly ſuperior to them all. The 
Language ſeems to be ſenſible of it's own Deficiency ; when the incom- 
pri*enhible Jehovah is addreſſed, or celebrated. Oppreſſed, as it were 
with the Glories of the ſubjett, it labours after a more emphatical manner 
"tf Dittion, than the ordinary Forms of Speech afford. lt is, if I rightly 
Judge, one of thoſe daring and happy Peculiarities of a maſterly Ge- 


ku, which Mr, Por ſo tinely deſcribes ; and, while he deſcribes, ex- 
empliſies: | 5 ä 


Great 
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theſe Inſtances ; in all thy Acts, and all thy Attri. 
butes ; Thou art not only holy, but © glorious in 
66 Ho line ; { | x 

So inconceivably holy is the Lord God of Hoſts, 
that He ſees Defilement even in the Brightneſs of 
the Firmament. The living Sapphire of the Hea. 
vens, before his Majeſty, 2 it's Luſtre. Jeg, 
the Stars (though the moſt pure and reſplendent 
Part of the Heavens) are not pure in his Sight. 
How much leſs Man, who in his fallen and de- 
praved State, is but as a Worm, that crawls in the 
corrupted Carcaſe; and the Son of Man, who, by 
reaſon of his manifold actual Impurities, is too 
juſtly compared to an Inſect, that wallows amidf 
Stench and Putrefection“ ?—Is there not then 


abundant 
Great Wits ſometimes may glortouſly offend, 
And raiſe to Faults true Efeics dare not mend ; 
From vulgar Bounds with brave Diſorder part, 
And * & Grace beyond the Reach of Art, 
T | Efjay on Criticiſn. 


ob xxv. 5, 6. I ſubmit it ta the Judgment of the Learued, 
Whether this is not the true Meaning of -the Text.— It may not perhaps, 
recommend itſelf to the ſueamiſily nice Critic ; or to thoſe Perſons who 
dream of, I know not what, Dignity in our fallen Nature. But it ſeem, 
in Preference to every other Interpretation, ſuitable to the ſacred Con- 
text; and is far, far — being injurious te the Charatter of that apoſae 
Race, whieh is “ altogether become abominable.“ and * is as an unclean 
Thing.“ — On this 13 there is not only an apparent, bus, 
very ſtriking Contraſt, between the Purity of God, and the Pollution ef 
Man. The Purity of the moſt high God, which outſhines the Moon, 
and eclipſes the Stars; the Pollution of degenerate Man, which, exclu- 
ſive of a Saviour, would render him as loathſome to the all-ſeeing Eye 
as the vileſt Vermin are in ours. Without aſſigning this Senſe to the 
Pailage, I cannot diſcern the Force of the Antithefis, nor indeed th 
Propriety of the Sentiment. Worms, in the general, give us an Idea 0 
Meanneſs and Infirmity ; not of Defilement and Impurity. Unleſs ihe) 
are Inſects, hatched amidſt Putrefattion, and eonſidered in ſuch noiſome 
Circumſtances.— The two Words of the Original, are evidently uſed! 
this Signification, by Moſes and T/atah. By the former, to denote t 
Vermin, which devoured the putrefied Manna; by the latter, to expe 
the Reptiles, which ſwarm in the Body that fees Corruption, £% 


L 


Xvi, 26. Ja. xiv, 11. 


'ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 345 


abundant Caufe, for the moft irreproachable and 
eminent of Mankind, to renounce all arrogant 
Pretenſions; to lay aſide every aſſuming Air; to 
take nothing but Shame and Confuſion to them- 
ſelves? A holy Prophet, and a holy Prince, felt 
ſuch humbling Impreſſions, from a Glimpſe of 
the uncreated Purity. I abhor myſelf m Duſt and 
Aſhes*, was the Declaration of the one: /am a Man 
of unclean Lips r, the Confeſſion of the other. — 
Should not this teach us all, to adore the Divine 
Mercies, for that precious huriſying Fountain I; 
which was foretold from the Foundation of the 
World; but was opened at that awful Juncture, 
when knotty Whips tore the Fleſh ; when ragged 
Thorns mangled the Temples ; when ſharpened 
Nails cut freſh Sluices for the crimſon Current ; 
when the Gaſh of the Spear compleated the dread- 
tul Work, and forthwith flowed there, from the 
wounded Heart, Blood and Mater? 

Eſpecially, ſince God himſelf ſaw no Blemiſh in 
his dear Son. He looketh to the Moon, and it ſhi- 
ol 1:ct/z not: yet his all- penetrating and jealous Eye, 
diſcerned nothing amiſs, nothing defettive, in our 
"'W. glorious Redeemer. Nothing amiſs ? He bore 
this moſt illuſtrious Teſtimony, concerning his 
holy Child Jeſus: © In Him I am pleaſed; I am 
* well pleaſed; I acquieſce, with intire Compla- 
* cency, and with heb gheſt Delight, in his Perſon; 
* his undertaking ; and the whole Execution of 
his Office.” How ſhould this Thought, enli- 
ven our Hopes; while the other, mortifies ME 

1 5 Pride ! 


Job ali. 6. e 
t In that Day there ſhall be a Fountain, opencd to the Houſe of Da- 
vid, and. to. the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for Sin and Uncleauneſs, 


Lech, xlii. 1. a 
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Pride? ſhould not our Hearts ſpring within us, 
and even leap for Joy; at the repeated Aſſurance 
given us by Revelation, That fuch a divinely ex- 
cellent Perſon is our Mediator? What apparent 
Reaſon has every Believer to adopt the bleſſed 
Virgin's Exclamation ! © my Soul doth magnify the 
LORD for his tranſcendent Mercy; and my 
Spirit refoices, not in the wide extended Har. 
* velts, waving over my fertile Glebe“; not in 
Armies vanquiſhed, and leaving the peculiar 
Treaſurer of Nations for my Spoil“; but in an 
infinitely richer, nobler Bleſſing, even in GOD 
my Saviour. That a Perſon ſo ſublime and 
perfect, has vouchſafed to become my Surety: to 
give Himſelf for my Ranſom, in the World be- 
low; and act as my Advocate, in the Royal Pre- 
ſence above: yea, to make my Recovery, the 
Reward of his Sufferings; my final Felicity, the 
Honour of of his mediatorial Kingdom! 

When an innumerable Multitude + of Bodies, 
many of them more than a Hundred Thouſand 
Miles in Diameter I are all ſet in Motion :—when 
the Orbits, in which they perform their periodi- 
cal Revolutions, are extended at the Rate of ſe- 
veral Hundreds of Mz:{/:ons : when each has a 


diſtunit 


*The inſpired Penman, from Theſe Two Occaſions of diflinguilhe! 
Joy, ſets forth the incomparably greater Delight, which ariſes from the 
Gift of a Saviour, and the Bleſſing of Redemption. Ja. ix. ver. 3: 
compared with ver. 6. TRIS. va. 
+ This refers, not only to the Planets which paſs and repaſs about out 
Sun, but alſo to the other Planetary Worlds, which are ſuppo ſed to at- 
tend tne ſeveral fixed Stars. f | 
{ The Diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 190, 650, Miles, whilehis 
Orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of 895, 134, 00. Which computation, ac- 
cording to the Maxims of Aſtronomy, and the Laws of Proportion, muy, 
as 15 taken for granted in the Contemplations, be applied to ethe! 
Planets revolying round other Suns, . . | 
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diſtin and ſeparate Sphere, for finiſhing his vaſt 


Circuit: when no one knows, what it is to be 
cramped but each moſt freely expatiates, in his 
unbounded Career :—when every one 1s placed, 
at ſuch an immenſe Remove from each other; and 
they appear to their reſpective Inhabitants, only 
as ſo many Spots of Light: — How aſtoniſhing 
muſt be the Expanſe, which yeilds Room for all 
thoſe mighty Globes, and their widely-diffuſed 
Operations'! To what prodigtous Lengths, did the 
Almighty Builder ſtretch his Line, when He 
marked out the ſtupendous Platform II wonder 
at ſuch an immeaſurable Extent. My very 
Thoughts are loſt, in this Abyſs of Space. But, 
be it known to Mortals ; be it never forgot b 
Sinners; that, in all it's moſt ſurprifing Ampli— 
tude, it is mall, it is ſcanty, compared with the 
Bounty and the Mercy of it's Maker. 

His Bounty, is abſolutely without Limits “, and 
without End. The moſt laviſh Generofity can- 
not exhauſt; or even diminith, his Munificence. 
O! all ye Tribes of Men; or rather, all ye Claſ- 
ſes of intelligent Creatures; ye are not ſtreightened 
in the Liberality of your ever Bleſſed Creator; 
be not Alreightened in your own Expectations. 
* Open your Mouth wide, and He ſhall fill it,” 
with copious and continual Draughts from the 


Cup 


P By Bounty, I mean, not the attual Execciſe, or the ſenſible Ef. 
ſes, of this Excellency in the Deity. Theſe are, and always muſt be, 
through the. immenſe Perfettion of the Attribute, and the neceſſary Scan- 
neſs of the Ricepient, bounded. But, I would be underſtood as ſpeaking 
ofthe Divine Power, and the Divine Hill, toexert Divide Beneſicence. 
Theſe can have no real, no imaginable Limits. Theſe, after a Profuſion 
of Bleſlings, Aiftributed to unnumbered Worlds, continued through un- 
numbered Ages, - muſt ſtill hhve more to bellow ; znfeniteLy.more to be- 
dow, than it 18 poſſible for Creatlon itſelf o ant 
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Cup of Joy. Your God, on whom is your whole 
Dependance, is more than able; is more than 
willing; to“ ſupply all your Need, according to 
his Riches © in Glory. —When the Lord Jeho- 
vah is the Giver and his Grace“ the Gift; let your 


Wiſhes be unbounded, and your Cravings inſati- 
able. All that created Beings can poſſibly covet, 


is but a very ſmall Pittance of that unknown Hap- 
pineſs, which the Everlaſting Benefactor is ready 
to beſtow. Suppoſe every charitable Diſpoſition, 
which warms the Hearts of the human Race, ad- 
ded to thoſe more inlarged Aﬀettions, which 
glow in heavenly Boſoms ; what were they all, 
even in their higheſt Exerciſe, compared with the 
Benignity of the Divine Nature ? Bleſs me then, 
Thou eternal Source of Love; bleſs all that re- 
verence thy holy Name; according to thy own 
moſt profuſe Goodneſs. Whole great Preroga- 
tive it it, to diſdain all Meaſure. Ol bleſs us, in 

roportion to that Grace; the Richneſs of which 

unutterable by the Tongues of Men, and of An- 
gels) was once ſpoken in the Groans, and written 
in the Wounds, of thy expiring Son! 

Spacious indeed are theſe Heavens! Where do 
they begin? Where do they end? What is their 
Extent? Can Angels anſwer my Queſtion ? Have 
Angels travelled the vaſt Circuit ? Can Angels 
meaſure the Bounds of Space ? No ; 'tis bound- 
leſs, tis unknown, tis amazing all.— How charm- 


ing 


* 2 Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to make all Crace abound towards you, 


that ye, having all Sufficiency in all Things, may abound to every good 
Work.—How beautiful, and emphatical, is this Deſcription ! Inferior to 
nothing, but that Extent of Ability and thoſe Riches of Liberality, 
which 1t ſoeloquently celebrates. Does it not exhauſt all the Powers of 
Language; while it attempts to give us a Specimen, of the Munificence 
ef the Lord ? ths | Fe + ® | 
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ing then to reflect, That the Mercy of GOD is 


greater than the Heavens;“ is more extenſive 
than the Dimenſions of the Sky. Tranſporting 
Reflection! Let me indulge thee once more “. 
Let me think over the delightful Diſplays of this 
lovely Attribute; and, while I admire the Tro- 
hes of forgiving Goodneſs, add one to the Num- 
ber. With what amiable and affecting Colours, is 
this repreſented in the Parable of the Prodigal / 
What could induce that fooliſh Youth, to forſake 
his Father's Houſe ? Had he not been tenderl 
cheriſhed by the good Parent; and loaded wit 
Benefits, from his indulgent Hand ? Were not 
the Reſtraints, of parental Goverment, an eaſy 
Yoke ? or rather, a Preſervative from Ruin? 
Notwithſtanding every endearing Obligation, he 
revolts from his Duty ; and launches into ſuch 
ſcandalous Irregularities, as were diſhonourable 
to his Family, and deſtructive to himſelf. When 
Neceſſity, not Choice, but ſharp Neceſſity drove 
him to a ſubmiſhve Return; does the injured Fa- 
ther ſtand aloof, or ſhut his Doors? Quite the 
reverſe. He eſpies him, while he is yet a great 
Way off ; and, the moment he beholds the profli- 
gate Youth, He has * on Him: His 
Bowels yearn; they © ſound like an Harp,” 
Fi 3A touched, 


Once more refers to Reflections on a Flower Garden, and exhibit a 
digreſſive View of the Divine Mercy. I thought it proper to apprize 
my Reader of this Excurſion: though, I hope, it will be needleſs to offer 
n Apology, for enlarging upon a Theme incomparably : joyous. Who 
can . of Tce s, While I ſpeak Conſolation to diſtreſſed, 
and Recovery to ruined Creatures? The Divine Mercy is the ſole Foun- 
ain of all our preſent and future Bleſhngs, In Conformity to this benign 
Attribute, human Hopes ariſe, and human Felicity flows. Who, there- 
ore, can be weary of viewing and N when the Lengths and 


breadchs of forgiving Grace, are the raviſhing Proſpect? 
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touched with Notes divinely ſoft. He never once 
thinks of his ungracious Departure, and infamous 
Debaucheries. Pity, parental Pity, paſſes an Act 

of Oblivion; and, in one Inſtant, cancels a Series 
of long- continued Provocations.—So ſtrong are 
the Workings of fatherly Affection; that he 1s al. 
moſt impatient to embrace the naked and deſtitute 
Wretch. The Son's Pace is ſlow, He aroſe and 
came, the Father's is ſwift, He ſprung forth (aged 
as he was) and ran. And is there a ſingle Frown 
in his Brow, or one upbraiding Word on his 
Tongue 2—Inſtead of loathing the ſordid Crea. 
ture, or reproaching him for his odious Exceſſes, 
he falls on his Neck, claſps Him in his Arms, 
and hugs him to his Boſom. Inſtead of difown- 
ing the riotous Spendthrift, or rejecting him for 
his undutiful Behaviour; He receives and wel- 
comes Him with Kies of Delight. He rejoices, 
at his Return from Extravagance and Vice; as 
he formerly rejoiced on the Day of his Nativi- 
ty.— When this Companion of Harlots opens hi 
Mouth, before he ſpeaks the Father hears. He in 

terrupts him, in the midſt of his intended Speech 
The overflowings of his compaſſionate Heart can 
brook no Delay. He ſeems to be une himſelf 

till he has 3 the afflicted Penitent glad, wit! 
the Aſſurance of his Acceptance, and the choiceſſ 
of his Favours.-While the poor abaſhed Offen 
der ſeeks nothing more, than not to be abhorred 
he is throughly reconciled, and honoured befor 
the whole Family. While he requeſts no othe 
Indulgence, than only to be treated as the mean 
eſt Servant; he is cloathed with the beſt Robe; hi 
is feaſted with the fatted Calf; he is ene q 
(TOE, THE | Cale 
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deareſt of Children.—Was there ever ſo bright 
and winning a Picture, of the tendereſt Mercy; 
moſt freely vouchſafed, even to the moſt unwor- 
thy of Creatures? Yet thus, my Soul; and thus, 
my fellow-Sinner ; will the Lord God of everlaſt- 
ing Compaſſions receive us; if, ſenſible of our Mi- 
lery, and thirſting for Salvation, we turn to him 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 

WHERE Sin has abounded, ſays the Proclama- 
tion, from the Court of Heaven, Grace doth much 
more abound. Manaſſchwasa Monſterof Barbarity; 
for He cauſed his own Children to pals through 
the Fire, and filled Jeruſalem with innocent 
Blood. Manaſſeh was an Adept in Iniquity; for 
He not only multiplied; and to an extravagant 
Degree, his own ſacriligious Impieties; but He 
Wake the Principles, and perverted the Man- 
ners of his Subjects, making them to do worſe than 
e moſt deteſtable of the Heathen Idolators“. 
et, through this ſuper-abundant Grace, he is 
humbled; he is reformed ; and becomes a Child 
of forgiving Love, an Heir of immortal Glory.— 
Behold that bitter and bloody Perſecutor Saul ; 
when, breathing out Threatnings F and bent 
upon Slaughter, he worried the Lambs, and put 

FO” 3 A 2 to 


* 


3 J. * See 2 Chron. xxxiii. 
+ Acts ix 1. Saul yet breat hing out Threatning and Slaughter, 
— What a Repreſentation is here ofa Mind, mad with Rage, and aban- 
Loned to the flerceſt Extremes of Barbaruy ! J ſcarce know, whether I 
en more fhocked at the Perſecutor's ſavage Diſpoſition, or charmed with 
- the Evangeliſt's lively Deſcription, TL he Adverb ſeems referable to 
Chap. viii. Ver. g. and has in this Connection, a peculiar Force, The 
tavock he had committed, the inoffenſive Families he had already ruined, 
vere not ſuthcient to allwage his vengeful * They were only a Taſte ; 
which, inſtead of glutting the Blood-hound, made him more cloſely .pur- 
ve the Track, and more eagerly pant for Deſtruction, IIe 15 Aid * 
| | OL 
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to Death the Diſciples of Jeſus. Who, upon the 


Principles of human Judgment, would not have 
pronounced Him a Veſſel of Wrath, deſtined to 
unavoidable Damnation? Nay, would not have 
been ready to conclude ; that, if there were h-a- 
vier Chains, and a deeper Dungeon, in the World 
of Woe ; they muſt ſurely be reſerved, for ſuch 
an implacable Enemy of true Godlineſs ? Yet, 
(admire, and adore, the inexhauſtable Treaſures 
of 88 this Saul, is admitted into the good- 
ly Fellowſhip of the Prophets; is numbered with 
the noble Army of Martyrs; and makes a diſtin- 
guiſhed Figure, among the glorious Company of 
the Apoſties—The Corinthians, were flagitious 
ever to a Proverb. Some of them wallowed in 
ſuch abominable Vices, and habituated themſelves 
to ſuch outrageous Acts of Injuſtice, as were aRe- 
proach to human Nature. Yet, even theſe Sons 
of Wolence, and Slaves of Senſuality, “ were 
waſhed ; were ſanctiſied; were juſtified“ .“ Waſh- 
ed, in the precious Blood of a dying Redeemer; 
ſantirfied, by the powerſul Operations of his Blel- 
ſee Spirit; j2://feed, through the infinitely tender 
Mercles of a gracious God. Thoſe, who were 
once the Burden of the Earth, are now the Joy of 

Heaven, and the delight of Angels. 
There is another Inſtance in Scripture, which 
molt loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the Divine 
| Names, 


for Violence and Murder. So eager and inſatiable is his Thirl, that he 


even breathes eut Threaining and Slaughter. His Words are Spears and | 
Arrows and his Tongue a Sharp Sword. *Tis as natural for him to me- 
race the Chriſtians, as to breathe the Air. —Nay, they bleed every 
Hour, every Moment, in the Purpoſe of his rancorous Heart, It is on- 
| 1 8 to want of Power, that every Syllable he utters, every Breath he 
oes not deal about Deaths, and cauſe ſome of the innocent Dit | 


raws, 
ciples to fall, 
1 Cor, vi. 9, 10, 11, 
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Names, The LORD, the LORD GOD, merciful 
and gracious, long ſuffering, and abundant in 
Goodneſs and Truth ; keeping Mercy for Ihou- 
ſands, forgroing Iniquity, Tranſgręſſion, and 
Fink. An Inſtance this, which cxceeds all the 
former; which exceeds whatever can be imagi- 
ned; which if I was to forget, the very Stones 
might cry out, and ſound it in my Ears. I mean 
the Cale of thoſe Sinners, who murdered the 
Prince of Peace, and Lord of Glory. — Theſe Men, 
could ſcarce have the Shadow of an Excuſe for 
their Crime; hardly a Circumſtance, to extenuate 
their Guilt. They were well acquainted with his 
exemplary Converſation; they had often heard 
his heavenly Doctrines; they were almoſt daily 
Spectators of his unequalled Miracles. They 
therefore had all poſſible Reaſon to honour Him, 
as the moſt illuſtrious of Beings ; and to recerve his 
Goſpel, as the moſt ineſtimable of Bleſſings. Yet, 
notwithflanding all theſe engaging Motives to 
love Him, -even above their own Lives; they 
ſeize his Perſon ; aſperſe his Charactor; drag him 
belore a heathen Tribunal; and extort a Sentence 
of Death, againſt Innocence and Holineſs itſelf. 
Never was the vet Slave, ſo contumehoully abu- 
led; nor the molt execrable Malefattor, fo barba- 
rauſly executed. The Sun was confounded at the 
ſhocking Scene; and one cannot but wonder, how 
the .avenging Lightnings could with-hold their 
Flaſhes. The Earth trembled at the horrid Deed; 
and why, why did it not cleave aſunder, and o— 
pen a Paſſage, for ſuch Blood-thufty Miſcreants, 
into the nethermoſt Hell? Shall 7Zhgfe ever hope 
to obtain Foregiveneſs, from the Righteous 
| | ORB [7 T, 


* Exod, xxxiv. 6, 76 


354 CONTEMPLATIONS 


Judge? Shall not Theſe be conſigned over to in- 
exorable Wrath, and the ſevereſt Torments ?— 


O the miraculous Effects of Divine Grace! O the 


triumphant Goodneſs of God our Saviour! Many, 


even of theſe impious Wretches, at the Deſcent of 


the Holy Ghoſt, were convinced of their miſera- 
ble State ; were wounded with penetential Re- 
morſe ; fled to the Sanctuary of the Croſs ; had 
their Pardon ratified by the baptiſmal Seal; and, 
continuing in the Apoſtles Doctrine, were made 
Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven. where 
they now ſhine, as ſo many everlaſting Monuments 
of moſt diſtinguiſhed Mercy; and receive Beati- 
tude paſt Utterance, from that very Redeemer, 
whom once © with wicked Hands they crucihed 

* and flew.” | | | 
Well might the Prophet cry out, with a pleal- 
mg Amazement ; © who is a God like unto Thee, 
wo par” og Iniquities, and paſſeth by Tranl- 
« greſſion* ! Let all Fleſh know aſſuredly; let 
all Fleſh rejoice greatly; That with the Lordthere 
is /uch Mercy, and with his Chriſt ſuch plentrfu, 
Redemption. And O! for the Voice of an Arch- 
angel, to circulate the Glad-Tidings through the 
Univerſe. That the American Savage, as well 
as the Europran Sage, may learn the exceeding 
Riches of Grace in Chriſt. Through whoſe inh- 
nitely ſatisfying Propitiation, all Manner of Sin, 
Barbarity, and Blaſphemy, are freely forgiven 

unto Men. e 
What a grand, and majeſtic Dome, is the Sky! 
Where are the Pillars, which ſupport the ſtately 
Concave? What art, moſt exactly true, balances 
the Preſſure? What Props, of en 
3 f Strenth, 
* Nic, vii. 18. | 
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Strenth ſuſtain the Weight? How 1s that Imme- 
aſurable Arch upheld, unſhaken and unimpaired; 
while ſo many Generations of buſy Mortals, have 
ſunk and diſſappeared, as Bubbles upon the 
Stream 2—If thoſe Stars are of ſuch an amazin 

Bulk; how are they alſo /aſtened, in their loſty 
Situation ? by what Miracle in Mechanics, are ſo 
many Thouſands of ponderous Orbs, kept from 
falling upon our Heads; kept from daſhing, 
both the World to Pieces, and it's Inhabitants to 
Death ? Are they hung in golden, or adamantine, 
Chains? Reſt they their enormous Load, on 
Rocks of Marble, or Columns of Braſs ?—No ; 
they are pendulous in fluid Ather, Yet, are 
more immoveably fixed, than if the everlaſting 
Mountains lent their Foreſts, for an Axle-Tree : 
or their Ridges, for a Baſis. The Almighty Ar- 
chitect e out the North, and it's whole ſtarr 

Train, over the empty Place. Hehangs the Earih, 
and all the ethereal Globes, upon nothing*x. Yet 
are their Foundations laid ſo ſure, that they can 
never be moved at any Time.“ 5 
No unfit Repreſentation, to the /ncere Chriſti- 
an, of his final Perſeverance t: ſuch as points out 


the 


* Job. xxvi. 7. 


+ With regard to the final Perſeverance of the true Believer; I am 
ſenſible, this Point is not a little controverted. — The Sentiments, which 
follow, are ny ſtedfaſt Belief. It is by no means proper, in, a Work of 
this Nature, to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the Subject. Neither have I 
Room, ſo much as to hint, what might be urged for it's Support. — Let 
my Reader obſerve, that 1 am far from delivering it, as eſſential to Chriſ- 
tianity, or neceſſary to Salvation. Millions, of the very contrary Con- 
viction, are, I doubt not, high in the Favour of God; and in a growing 
Meetneſs, for his heavenly Kingdom. As I blame none for rei, 
none, J hope, will be offended with me for e/pouſing, this particular Doc- 
tine. To be of different Opinons, at lealt in ſome inferior 

eems 


LS — 3 


4 


the cauſe which effects it; and conſtitutes thePledge 
which aſcertains it. His Nature is all enfeebled. 
He is not able of himſelf, to think a good 
Thought. He has no Viſible Safeguard, nor any 
Sufficiency of his own. And yet, whole Legions MW 
of formidable Enemies, are in a Confederacy tv MW: 
compals his Ruin. The World, lays unnumbered, M* 
Snares for his Feet: the Devil, is inceſſantly urg- MW* 
ing the Siege, by a Multitude of fiery Darts, or Wt: 
| | wily Wt! 


ſcems an unavoidable Conſequence of our preſent State: where gnorance, WMS: 
in Part, cleaves to the wiſeſt Minds; and Prejudice eaſily beſets the moſt . 
impartial Judgments, This may turn to our common Advantage ; and 
afford Room for the Diſplay and Exerciſe of thoſe healing Virtues, Mo- a 
deration, Meekneſs, and Forbearance. Let me only be permitted to alk, f 
whither this Tenat does not evidently tend to eſtabliſh the comfort of the 
Chriſtian, and to magnify the Fidelity of Gor our Saviour? Whether 
far from countenancing Sloth, or encouraging Remiſſneſs, to know that n 
our Labour ſhall not be in vain, is not the * prevailing Inducement to 
ubound in the Work of the Lord! 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

Is any One inclined to examine the Reaſons, which made the Author el 
a Proſelyte to this Perſwaſion? He may find them diſplayed in the Me- e. 
morial, delivered by ſeveral ſelett and eminent Divines of the Church of 
England, at the renowned Synod of Dordt.—(See Acta Synod Dordrech, ec 
Par. II. Pag, 246. of the Latin Edition, publiſhed in a ſingle Quart [ 
Volame.—Thoſe, who have no Opportunity of conſulting the Me- fe 
moirs of that venerable Aſſembly ; I would refer to the Works of the 
indefatigable and very learned Turretin, or to thoſe of the candid and e- 1 
legant it fog. — Turret. Tom, II. Q. xvi, Witſ. Oecon. Lib. III. Nes 
Chap. xiii. 5 er. 

The lateft and fulleſt View of the Point, which J ever remember to | 
have met with, in any of our Engliſi Writers, is in the Lime- Street Lectures. he 
Which are a Defence of ſeveral moſt important Dottrines of the Golpci, tic 
and. contained in two Odtavo Volumes; the united Labours of nine mo- | 
dern Divines; moſt of whom, are well known to the World by the: Pte 
other evangelical and uſeful Writings. In thoſe Lectures, the final Per d 
ſeverance of the Saints, is very particularly ſlated; and, to my Apprehen a / 
ſion at lealt, moſt ſatis factory proved. The Arguments, uſua ly urged 
againſt it are impartially conſidered; and I cannot but think (with all du 8 
Deference to the Judgment of others) unanſwerably confuted. 

And here (nat to ſwell this Note any farther) J ſhall only juſt hut 
that the judicious Hooker (an Authority, perh aps, as weighty and unex 
ceptionable as any that can well be produced) gives u ſolemn Atteſtatio 
to this Tenet, 1n a ſhort diſcourſe on the Perpetuity of Faith, ſubjolue 
to his Eccleraſtcal Polity, Fol. Edit, | 
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wily Temptations; the Fleſi, like a perfidious In- 
mate, under Colour of Friendſhip, and a ſpecious 
pretence of Pleaſure, is always Sword to betray 
his Integrity. — But, amidſt all cheſe threatening 
Circumſtances, of perſonal Weakneſs, and immi- 
nent Danger, an inviſible Aid is his Defence. 
2111 zwll uphold thee, ſays the bleſſed God, with 
„te Right hand of my R:ighteouſneſs*.” Comfor- 
table Truth! The Arm, which fixes the Stars in 
their Orders, and guides the Planets in their 
Courſe, is ſtretched out to preſerve the Heirs of 
Salvation. *--My Sheep, adds the great Redeemer 
* are mine; and they ſhall never Periſh ; neither 
* ſhall. any ere them out of my Hand +.” What 
Vords are theſe! And did they come from Him, 
ho. hath all Power in Heaven, and on Earth? 
\nd were they ſpoke to the weakeſt of the Flock; 
o every unfeigned Follower of the great Shep- 
erd ? Then, Omnipotence itſelf muſt be vanguz- 
ed; before they can be deſtroyed, either by the 
eduftions of Fraud, or the Aſſaults of Violence. 
If you aſk therefore, What Security we have, 
f enduring to the End, and contiuing faithful un- 
Death p— The very ame that E tabliſhes the 
eavens, and ſettles the Ordinances of the Uni- 
ere. Can theſe be thrown into Confuſion +? 
hen, may the true Believer draw back unto Per- 
ion. Can the Sun be diſlodged from his 
phere and ruſh lawleſly through the Sky ? Then, 
de then only, can the Faith of God's Flea | be 


es. 
och 
no- 
hel 


Pers 


2 ally overthrown.—Be of good Courage then, | 
1.) Soul; rely on thoſe Divine Succours, which 
nnen : b N 848 ri d. a a | 
atio Iſa. xli. 10. 1 John x. 29. | 
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Though thy Grace be languid, as the 
Spark; though the Overflowings of 
| inp Jehovah has undertaken to 
all Floods drown it.” Nay, though it were 
| Faithfulneſs ſtand engaged, to augmentthe Heat; 


to raiſe the Fire, and feed the Flame; till it beam 


this may be emblematically ſeen, in the Stabilit) 


it's natural Weakneſs, is made adundantly weaker by being bruiſel 


conrEMIATIORS 


are ſo ſolemnly Stipulated, To faithfully promiſed, 
limmering 

5 rruption, 
threaten it with total Extinction, 2 the 
os cheriſh the dim 

Principle,“ many Waters cannot quench it, nor 


feeble as the ſmoaking Hax, Goodneſs and 


forth, a Lamp of immortal Glory, inthe Heavens, 
As to the Faithfulneſs of a covenanting God, 


of the heavenly bodies, and the Perpetuity of 
their Motions F,—Thoſe that are f xed or ſtatic- 
nary, continue unalterable in their grand Eleva- 

tions. No injurious Shocks ; no N 

85 de han 


* The Tenderneſs and Faithfulneſs of God to his People, are fine! 
pictured by the Prophet 1/azeh, Chap. xlii. Ver, g. Which Pallaze 
cauſe of it's rich Conſolation, and uncommon Beanty, is deſerved! 
adopted by St. Matthew, and ingrafted into the Svlem of. evangelic: 
Truths,—He will not himſelf break, nor ſuffer to be broken hy any other 

che bruifcd Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. Was it poſlible, 
have choſen two more delicate, and Exprefhve Repreſentation P-—Coul 
any Image, be more ſignificant of a very infirm, and enfeebled Tait“ 
than the flexile Reed, that bends before every Wind? Which, belid 


and fo is ready to fall in Pieces of itſelf. -( M tout any thing, wich 
more pathetical Exattneſs, deſcribe the extreme Imbecility, of that oth 
Principle, of the Divine Life, Love ? The State of the Flax, juſt be 
ginning to burn, is liable to be put out by the leaſt Blaſt: more liable ſi 
is the Wick of the Lamp, when it is not ſo much as kindled into a gli 
mering Flame, but only breathing Smoke, and uncertain. whither it la 
take rire or no. Vet true Faith, and heavenly Love, though ſubfibi 
amidſt ſuch pitiable Infirmities, will not be abandoned by their great 4 
thor : ſhall not be extinguiſhed hy any. Temptations ;z but be maintailt 
invigorared, :agd made finally triumphant, Matt. xite 20. 


+ Palm. cxix. 89. 9o, 
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flicting Elements; are able to diſplace thoſe ever- 
laſting Hinges, on which dependent Worlds re- 
volve. Through the whole Flight of Time, they 
recede not, fo much as a Hair's Breadth, from the 
' preciſe central Point of their reſpective Syſtems. 
While the Erratic, or Planetary, perform 
their prodigious Stages, without any Intermiſſion, 
or the leaſt Embarraſſment. How ſoon, and how 
eaſily, is the-moſt finiſhed Piece of human Machi- 
nary diſconcerted! But all the celeſtial Movements 
are nicely: adjuſted ; all their Operations, ſo cri- 
tically proportioned; and their mutual Depen- 
dencies, ſo ſtrongly connected; that the ldeg 
their beneficial Courſes, throughout all Ages. — 
While mighty Cities are overwhelmed with Ruin, 
and their very Names loſt in Oblivion: While 
vaſt Empires are [ wept from their Foundations, 
and leave not ſo much as a ſhadowy Trace of 
their ancient Magnificence : While all terreſtrial 
Things are ſubje& to Viciſſitude, and fluctuating 
in Uncertainty; Theſe are permanent in their Du- 
ration. Theſe are invariably in their Functions. 
Not one faileth.”—Who doubts the conſtant 
Succeſſion, . of Day, and Night; or the regular 

Returns, -of Summer and W:nter? And why, 
O! why, ſhall we doubt the Veracity of God, or 
diſtruſt the Accompliſhment of his holy Word ? 
Can the Ordinances of Heaven depart; Then 
only can God forget to be gracious; or neglect 

the Performance of his Promiſe —Nay, our Lord 
| Yes, MF. yet firmer Ground of Affiance. He at- 
ords us à ſurer Bottom for our Faith, than the 


h 
fundemental Laws of the Univerſe: . Heaven and 
Earth, He ſays, hall paſs away ; but my 2 
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hall not, in a ſingle Inſtance, or in one Tittle of 


their Import, pas away. No: his ſacred Word 
whatever may obſtruct It; whoever may oppoſe 
it; ſhall be fulfilled to the very uttermoſt. 

O powerful Word! How aſtoniſhing is it's Ef. 
ficacy! When this Word was iſſued forth, a thou- 


ſand Worlds emerged out of nothing. Should the 


mighty Orders be repentell, - a thouſand more 
ſpring into Exiſtence. By this Word, the 


ſtant and immtuable Perfection. Should it give 
Command, or ceaſe to exert it's Energy; the uni- 


verſal Frame would be diſſolved, and all Nature 


revert to her original Chaos. And this very 
Word is pledged for the Safety, the Comfort, the 
Happineſs of the Godly... This inviolable, this 


Almighty: Word, /þeaks in all the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel.—How ſtrangely infatuated are eur Souls, 


that we ſhould value it ſo little! What Infidels are 


we in in fact, that we ſhould depend upon it no 


more ! Did it create, whatever has a Being; and 
ſhall it not work Faith, in our Breaſts? Do un- 
numbered Worlds,. owe their Support to this 
Word; and ſhall it not be ſufficient, to buoy up 


up our Souls in Troubles, or eſtabliſh. them in 


Trials? Is it the Lzfe of the Univerſe, and ſhall it 
be a dead Letter to Mankind? + i 
If I wiſh to be heard, when I implore heavenly 
Bleſſings ; is not his previlege molt clearly made 
over to my Enjoyment, in that well known Text, 


„ Aſk, and it {hall be given you“? If I long for 


the Eternal Comforter, to dwell in my Heart, and 


ſanttify my Nature; have I not an apparent Title | 


to this high Prerogative, conferred in that Iweet 


Matt. vii. 7» 


_ . aſſertive 
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aſſertive Interrogation ; * How much more ſhall. 


s your heavenly Father, give the Holy Spirit 
to thoſe” that alk him* ?*—If I earneſtly covet 
the ineſtimable Treaſures, that are compriſed in 
the great Immanuel's Mediation; can I have a 
firmer Claim to the noble Portion, than is granted 
in that moſt precious Scripture ; * Him that co- 
* meth to Me, I will in no wile caſt out T? 
What Aſſurance, of being intereſted in theſe un- 
ſpeakable Mercies, would I deſire? What Form 
of Conveyance; what Deed of Settlement ; were it 
left to my own Option, {hoald I chooſe? Here is 
the Word of a'King ; the King immortal and in- 
viſible; all whoſe Declardficus J are Truth itſelf. 
If a Monarch beftow-Immunities on a Body of 
Men, and confirm them by an authentic Charter; 
no one controverts, no one queſtions, their Right 
to their Royal Favours: And why ſhould we ſul- 
pett the Validity of thoſe glorious Grants, which 
are made'by the everlaſting Sovereign of Nature; 
which He has alſo ratzfied by an Oath, and ſealed 
with the Blood of his Son ?—Corporations may 
be disfranchiſed, and Charters revoked. Even 
Mountains may be removed, and Stars drop from 
their Spheres. But a Tenure, founded on the Di— 


vine Promiſe,” is unalienably /ecure ; is laſting, as 


Eternity itſelf. 


We have endeavoured to ſpell a Sy//able of the 
eternal Name, inthe ancient Manuſcript ofthe Sky. 
We have catched a Glimpſe of the Almighty's Glo- 
ry, from the Luſtre of innumerable Stars. But, 

7 TIESTO 1 03-44 wonld 
le zunge eier John vi. 97 0 
The pillar'd Firmament is Rottenneſs 


And Earth's Baſe built on Stubble. MIZ Tr. Comus. 
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would we behold all his Excellencies, pourtrayed 
in full Perfection; and drawn to the, very Life; 
let us attentively conſider the Redeemer.—I ob- 
ſerve, there are ſome Parts of the Firmament, in 
which the Stars ſeem, as it were, to cluſter, 
They are ſowen thicker, they lie cloſer, than uſu- 
al; and ſtrike the Eye, with redoubled Splendor, 
Like the Jewels on a- Crown, they mingle their 
Beams; and reflect an Inreaſe of Brilliancy on 
each other. —Is their not ſuch an Aﬀemblage, 
ſuch a Conſtellation of the Divine Honours, molt 
amiably effulgent in the bleſſed Jeſus? 
Does not infinite W/dom®. ſhine with ſurpaſſing 
Brightnels, in Chriſt? To the Making of a World, 
there was no Obſtacle ; but tq the Saving of Man, 
there ſeemed to be unſurmountable Bars. If the 
Rebel is ſuffered to eſcape; where is the inflexible 
. Juſtice, which denounces © Death as the Wages of 
Sin?“ If theoffender is throughly pardoned ; 
where is the znvrolable Veractty, Ric has ſolemp- 
ly declared, © The Soul that finneth ſhall die?“ 
_ Fheſe awful Attributes are ſet in terrible Array; MW 
and, like an impenetrable Battallion, oppoſe the 
Salvation of Apoſtate Mankind. Who can ſug-M- - 
geſt a Method to ab/olve the traiterous Race; yet 
vindicate the Honours of Almighty Sovereingty' ?! 
This is an Intricacy, which, the molt exalted of ] 
finite Intelligences, are unable to clear. —But, be.] 
hold the un/carchable Secret revealed! revealed 
on the wonderful Redemption, accompliſhed by a 
dying Saviour! So plainly revealed, that“ He 
ho runs may read;” and even Babes underſtand, 
what Minds of the deepeſt Penetration could not 
contrive. -The Son ot God, nt dare 
e 3 ahl l dend 18 n 0 C5 


— 


* pe \ ; 
® . - % , * 5 . 
* 


„ * w 
% > 


Sce the next Note, 


— — 
— — <IE ee ee 


. , ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 863 


obeys the Law, and undergoes. Death, in our 
ſtead. _ By this means, the threatned Cue is exe- 
cuted, in all it's Rigour ; and free Grace is exerci- 
ſed, . in, all it's Riches... Juſtice maintains her 
Rights, and, with a ſteady Hand, adminiſters im- 
artial Vengeance; while Mercy diſpences her 
1: pal and. welcomes the repentant Criminal 
into the tendereſt Embraces. Hereby, the ſeem- 
ingly thwarting Attributes are reconciled. The 
Sinner is ſaved, not only in full Confiſtence, with 
the Honour of the Supreme Perſections; but to 
the moſt dluſtyious Maniſeſtation of them all. 
_ Where does the Divine Power“ ſo ſignally exert 
itſelf, as in the Croſs of Chriſt,” and in the Con- 
queſts of Grace. Our Lord, in his loweſt State 
of Humiliation, gained a more glorious Victory; 
than when, through the dividing Sea, and the 
waſte howling Wilderneſs, © He rode upon his 
« Chariots and Horſes of Salvation.” When his 
Hands were riveted, with Irons, to the bloody 
Tree; He difarmed Death of it's Sting, and 
plucked the Prey from the Jaws of Hell. Then, 
even then, while he was crucified in Weakneſs, 
He vanquiſhed the ſtrong Man, and ſubdued our 
, moſt formidable Enemies. Even then, he ſpoil- 
ed Principalities; triumphed over the Powers of 
Darkneſs; and led captivity Captive. Nov he is 
_ exalted to 1 Throne, with what a pre- 
pyailing Efficacy does his Grace go forth,“ con- 
. © quering, and to conquer!“ By this the Slaves 
"THY fs ; .. "Ik 
* Curisr, the Wiſdom of GOD. and the Power of GOD. 1 Cor. 
+ 24.-—To the intent that now, unte the Principalities and Powers in 
heavenly Places, might be known by the Church (9 the amazing 'Coritri- 


vance, and Accomplithment of- it's iecdemption the deep, extenlive, 
and —preatly diverſified Wiſdom of GOD, Eph. iii. 10. 
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would we behold all his Excellencies, pourtrayed 
in full Perfection; and drawn to the, very Life; 
let us attentively conſider the Redeemer.— I ob- 
ſerve, there are : ſome Parts of the Firmament, in 
which the Stars. ſeem, as it were, to cluſter, 
They are ſowen thicker, they lie cloſer, than uſu- 
al; and ſtrike the Eye, with redoubled Splendor, 
Like the Jewels on a- Crown, they mingle their 
Beams; and reflect an Inreaſe of Brilliancy on 
each other.—Is their not ſuch an Aﬀemblage, 
ſuch a Conſtellation of the Divine Honours, moſt 
amiably effulgent in the blefſed Jeſus? 
Does not infinite Hiſdom ſhine with ſurpaſſing 
Brightneſs, in Chriſt? To the Making of a World, 
there was no Obſtacle ; but td the Saving of Man, 
there ſeemed to be unſurmountable Bars. If the 
Rebel is ſuffered to eſcape; where is the inflexible 
. Juſtice, which denounces © Death as the Wages of 
* Sin?” If theoffender is throughly pardoned ; 
where is the 2nvolable Veractty, lich has ſolemy- 
ly declared, The Soul that finneth ſhall die?“ 
Theſe awful Attributes are ſet in terrible Array; 
and, like an impenetrable Battallion, oppoſe the 
Salvation of Apoſtate Mankind. Who can ſug— 
geſt a Method to ab/olve the traiterous Race; yet 
vindicate the Honours of Almighty Sovereingty! 
This is an Intricacy, which, the molt exalted of 
finite Intelligences, are unable to clear. But, be. 
hold the un/earchable Secret revealed! revealed 
on the wonderful Redemption, accompliſhed by a 
dying Saviour! So plainly revealed, that“ He 
„ who-runs may read; and even Babes underſtand, 
what Minds of the deepeſt Penetration could not 
 contrive.—'The Son ot God, taking our Nature, 
Boon WD n dM doth: 8 nN be); 
Sce the next Note. 
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obeys the Law, and c Death, in our 
ſtead. By this means, the threatned Curie is exe- 
cuted, in all it's Rigour ; and free Grace is exerci- 
ſed, . in, all it's Riches. . Juſtice maintains her 
Rights, and, with a ſteady Hand, adminiſters im- 
artial Vengeance; while Mercy - diſpences her 
"1:8 2a and. welcomes the repentant Criminal 
into the tendereſt Embraces. Hereby, the ſeem- 
ingly thwarting Attributes are reconciled. The 
Sinner is ſaved, not only in full Confiſtence, with 
the Honour of the Supreme Perſections; but to 
the moſt dluſtyious Maniſeſtation of them all. 
Where does the Divine Power“ ſo fignally exert 
itſelf, as in the Croſs of Chriſt,” and in the Con- 
queſts of Grace. Our Lord, in his loweſt State 
of Humiliation, gained a more glorious Victory; 
than when, through the dividing Sea, and the 
waſte howling Wilderneſs, He rode upon his 
« Chariots and Horſes of Salvation.” When his 
Hands were riveted, with Irons, to the bloody 
Tree; He difarmed Death of it's Sting, and 
plucked the Prey from the Jaws of Hell. Then, 
even then, while he was crucified in Weakneſs, 
He vanquiſhed the ſtrong Man, and ſubdued our 
moſt formidable Enemies. Even then, he ſpoil- 
ed Principalities ; triumphed over the Powers of 
| Darkneſs; and led captivity Captive. Now he is 
_ exalted to his heavenly Throne, with what a pre- 
railing Efficacy does his Grace go forth,“ con- 
. © quering, and to conquer!“ By this the Slaves 
1 l 
» Cuntsr, the Wiſdom of GOD. and the Power of GOD. 1 Cor. 
+ 24.-—To tlie intent that now, unte the Principalities and Powers in 
heavenly Places, might be known by the Church (0 the amazing Cortri- 


vance, and Accomplithment of it's iudemption) _the-deep, extenſive, 
and d: verfified Wiſdom of GOD, Eph. iii. 10. 
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of Sin are reſcued from their Bondage, and reſto. 
red to the Liberty of e By this de- 
praved Wretches, whoſe Appetites were ſenſual, 
and their Diſpoſitions 221 are not only re, 
newed, but renewed after the Image of GOD, 
and made Partakers of a Divine Nature. Milli- 
ons, Millions of loſt Creatures are ſnatched, by 
the Interpoſition of Grace, like Brands from the 
Burning; and, tranſlated into everlaſting Manh- 
ons, ſhine brighter than the Stars, ſhine bright as 
the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father. 
Would you then ſee an incomparably more 
bright Diſplay of the Divine Excellence, than the 
unſpotted Firmament, the Spangles of Heaven, 
or the golden Fountain of Day exhibn? Contem- 
late jeſus of Nazereth. He is the Brightneſs of 
is Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon. In his immaculate Nature; in his hea- 
venly Tempers; in his moſt holy Life; the moral 
R of the Deity are repreſented, to the 
higheſt Advantage“. — Hark! how Mercy, with 
her charming Voice ſpeaks in all He utters. See 
how Benevolence pours her choiceſt Stores, in al] 
he does. Did ever Compaſſion look ſo amiably 
ſoft, as in thoſe pitying Tears; which ſwelled his 
Eyes, and trickled down his Cheeks, to bedew 
the Rancour of his inveterate Enemies ?—Was it 
Poſſible for Patience to aſſume a Form ſo lovely; 
as that ſweetly-winning Conduct, Which bore the 
Contradiction of Sinners? Which intreated the 
Obſtinate, to be reconciled ? beſought the Guilty 
not to die ?—In other Things, we may find ſome 


ſcattered 


In this Senſe, that ſaying of our Lord is eminently true, He that 
hath ſeen ME, hath ſeen the FAT HER. John * E 
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ſcattered Rays of Jenovan's Glory; but in 
Chrift, they are all collected and united. In 


ance, with the moſt delightful Effulgence. Out 
of Zton, and in Z:0n's great Redeemer, hath GOD 
abpeared in perfect Beauty. 
Search then, my Soul, above all other Pur- 
ſuits, ſearch the Records of Redeeming Love. 
Let theſe be the principle Objects of thy Study. 


Here employ thyſelf, with the moſt unwearied 


Aſſiduity. In theſe are hid all the Treaſures of 


dom and Knowledge*. Such Wiſdom ; as 
charms and aſtoniſhes the very Angels : Enga- 
ges their cloſeſt Attention, and fills them with 
tne deepeſt Adoration . Such Knowledge ; as 
qualifies the poſſeſſor, if not for Offices of Digni- 
y on Earth, yet for the moſt honourable Ad- 

g C vancements 


* Coloff. ii. g. Not a Mean Degree, but a Treaſure; not one Treaſure, but 
any; not many only, but all Treaſures, of true Wiſdom, and ſavi 

.nowledge; are in Chriſt, and his glorious Goſpel. The Tranſcendent 
xcellency of thoſe Treaſures ſeems to be finely intimated, in that other 
xpreſhon 3 Job iii. 21. laid ub, with the utmoſt Care, and the greateſt 
afety, Not left at all Adventures to be ſtumbled upon, by every giddy 
Vanderer; or to fall into the Arms of the yawning Sluggard ; but, like 
ewels of the eee Luſtre, or Riches of the higheſt Value, kept in 


ore to adorn and reward the Diligent Searcher, 


I never had ſuch a lively Apprehenſion of the beautiful Significan- 
of the laſt Word, as when I attended a Difſettion of ſome part of the 
mal Body. In order to diſcern the Minuitæ of the adunirable Frame; 
elatent Wonders of Art and Mechaniſm; the Eye is ſo ſharpened, and 
Application ſo inte ſely bended, as gives a very juſt expertmentet 
mment on that expreſſive Phraſe, With ſuch earneſt Attention, is the 
erlaſting Goſpel Fer teten. by the Angelic Orders! How much 
Te, if it were poſlible, oes it deſerve the devout and inceſſant Conſi- 
ration of human Minds? Since by them, it is not only to be ſpecula- 
„ us a bright and raviſhing Diſplay of the Divine Attributes; but to 
applied to their fallen Nature, as a moſt benign Scheme of recovering 
Jace; as the ſure and only Method of obtaining Life and Immortality. 


Chriſt, they beam forth with the ſtrongeſt Radi- 


+ This, I believe, is the Import of the Apoſtles Language, 1 Pet. i. 
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1 vancements in the Kingdom of Heaven. Diſuni. 
ted from which Knowledge, all Application is but 
elaborate Impertinence; and all Science, no bet. 
ter than pompous Ignorane.—Theſe Records 
contain the faultleſs Model of Duty, and the noh. 
leſt Motives to Obedience. Nothing ſo powerful, 
to work a lively Faith, anda joyful Hope as an 
attentive Conſideration of our Lord's unutterable 
Merits. Nothing ſo ſovereign, to antidote the 
peſtilential Influence of the World, and deliver 
our Affections from a Slavery to ignoble Objects: 
as an habitual Remembrance of his extreme Ago. 
nies. The genuine, the ever-fruitful Source of all 
Morality, is the unfeigned Love of Chriſt; and 
the Croſs, the Crols is the - 5 9 paper Altar, from 
which we may fetch a Coal t to inkindle this 
ſacred Fire. 
BEHOLD, therefore, the Man ; the matchleſ; 
and ſtupendous Man ; whole Prattice was a Pat- 
tern of the moſt exalted Virtue, and his Perſon 
the Mirror of every Divine Perfection. Examine 
the Memoirs of his heavenly Temper, and exem- 
plary Converſation. Contemplate that Chorr of 
Graces, which were aſſociated in his Mind, and 
ſhed the higheſt Luſtre on all his Actions. Fa 
miliarize to thy Thoughts his inſtructive Diſcour 
ſes, and enter into the very Spirit of his refined 
Doctrines. That the Graces may be transfule 
into thy Breaſt, and the Dottrines tranſcribed ir 
thy Life —=Þ ollow Him to Catvary's horrid Emi 


NENce 


* And J, ſays our LORD, if I lifted up from the Earth, and ei 
tended on the Croſs, will draw all Men unto me : will give ſuch ar 
and tranſcendent Diſplay of my Love, as ſhall conſtitute the moſt post 
ful and prevailing Attrachve of thetrs. 7 xli. 32. 

+ Alluding to 1/azah vi. C. 


mm nn ny RI re nanny 
— —— 


8 — 


ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 467 


nence; to Calvary's fatal Catoſtrophe. Where 
Innocence, Dignity, and Merit, were made per- 
feft through Suffermgs : each ſhining, with all 

oſſible Splendour, through the tragical Scene; 
hmewhar like his own radiant Bow, then glowing 
with the greateſt Beauty, when appearing ou the 
darkeſt Cloud.—Be thy moſt conſtant Attention 
fixed, on that lovely and ſorrowful Spettacle. 
Behold the Spotleſs Victim, nailed to the Tree, 
and ſtabbed to the Heart. Hear Him pouring 
out Prayers, for his Murderers ; before he pour- 
ed out his Soul, for Tranſgreſſors. See the 
Wounds, that ſtream with Forgiveneſs, and bleed 
Balm for a diſtempered World. O! ſee the Jul- 
tice of the Almighty and his Goodnels ; his Mer- 
cy and his Vengeance; every tremendous and gra- 
cious Attribute manifeſted with inexpreſſible Glo- 
ry, in that moſt ignominious yet grandeſt, of 
Tranſactions. 

Since God is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe 
his marvellous Works declare; 


Sincethe great * ſends Ten thouſand Worlds 
To tell us, He reſides above them all, | 
In Glory's unapproachable Receſs* ; 


6 — 5 3 C2 how 


For this Quotation, and ſeveral valuable Hints, I acknowledge my- 
ſelf indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſublime Poems, intituled Nzght- 
Thoughts Of which I ſhall only ſay, That I receive freſh Pleaſure, and 
richer Improvement, from every renewed Peruſal. And, I think, I 
ſhall have Reaſon to bleſs the indulgent Beſtower of all Wiſdom, for 
thoſe inſtructive and animating Compoſitions, even in my laſt Moments. 
Then which, nothing can more emphatically ſpeak their ſuperior Excel- 
lence, nor give a more ſolid Satisfattion to their worthy Author,—Hap- 
py ſhould | think myſelf, if theſe little Sketches of e Devo- 
tion, might be honoured with the moſt inferior 422 of the ſame Suc- 
ceſs. Might receive a Teſtimony, not from the Voice of Fame, but 
irom the dying Lips of ſome ediſied Chrittian, 


miſe; which ſo often occurs in the prophetic 
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how can We forbear haſtening, with Moſes, bow. 
ing Ourſelves to the Earth, and worſhipping ? 

O! what an honourable, as well as advantage. 
ous Employ, is Prayer !—Advantageous, By 
Prayer, We cultivate that improving Correſpon- 
dence with JEHOVAH, We carry on that glad. 
dening Intercourſe with his SPIRIT, which mult 
begin Here, in order to be compleated in Eterni- 
ty.— Honourable, By Prayer, we have Accels to 
hat mighty Potentate ; whoſe Sceptre {ways uni- 
verſal Nature, and whole rich Regalio fill the 
Skies with Luſtre. Prayer, places us in his Pre- 
ſence Chamber; while © the Blood of Sprink- 
* ling,” procures us a gracious Audience. 

Shall I then 6Ju/h to be found proſtrate, before 
the Throne of Grace? Shall I be aſhamed to have 
it known; that J offer up ſocial Supplications in 
the Family, or am conſcientious in obſerving my 
private Retirements? Rather, let me glory in 
this unſpeakable Privilege. Let me reckon it the 
nobleſt Poſture, to fall low on my Knees before 
his Footſtool ; and the kzghe/t Honour, to enjoy 
Communion with his ah exalted Majeſty.—ln- 
comparably more noble, than to fit, in Perſon, 
on the triumphal Chariot; or to ſtand, in Effigy, 
amidſt the Temple of Worthies. * 

Moſt ineſtimable, in ſuch a View, is that Pro- 


Writings, and 1s the crowning Benefit of the new 
Covenant. I will be thy God*, Will this fur 
premely excellent, and Almighty Being, vouch- 
afe to be my Portion? To ſettle upon a poor Sin- 
ner, not the Heritage of a County ; not the Poſlel- 
ſion of the whole Earth; but, his own 7 
elf: 


Heb. viii. 10, 
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S:if ? May I then, through his free condeſcend% 
ing Grace and the unknown Merits of his Son, 
look upon all theſe infinitely noble Attributes as 
my Treaſure ? May I regard the Wifdom, Which 
ſuperintends ſuch a Multitude of Worlds, as my 
Guide; the Power, which produced, and preſerves 
them in Exiſtence, as my Guard; the Goodneſs, 
which, by an endleſs communication of Favours, 
renders them all ſo many Habitations of Happi- 
nels, as my exceeding great Reward 2—Whar a 
Fund of Felicity, is included in ſuch a Bleſling ! 
How often does the HVraelitiſi Prince exult in the 
Aſſurance, that this unutterable and boundleſs 
Good is his own? Interreſted in this, he bids Pe- 
hance to every Evil, that can be dreaded; and 
reſts in certain Expectation of every Bleſling, 
that can be defired. The LORD is my Light, 
and my Salvation; whom then ſhall I fear ? The 
LORD, with an Air of Exultation, he repeats 
both his Affiance, and his Challenge, i e 
Strength of my Life; of whom then all I be, 
afraid* 2 Nothing ſo effectual, as this appropri- 
ating Faith, to inſpire a Dignity of Mind, ſuperi- 
or to tranſitory Trifles ; or to create a Calmneſs 
of Temper, unalarmed by vulgar Fears, unappat-" 
led by Death uſelf.—The LORD ts my Shepherd, 
lays the ſame truly gallant and heroic Perlonage: 
therefore ſhall I lack nothing t. How is it poſſi- 
ble, He {hould ſuffer want, who has the All- ſuffi 
cient Fulnels for his Supply? So long as unerring 
Wiſdom is capable of contriving the Means; o 
long as uncontroulable Power is able to extcnte. 
them; ſuch a One cannot fail of being ſafe and hap- 
Py; whether he continue amidit the eite e Of | 
Iime, 


* Pſal. xxvii, 1 + Pfal, xxiii. 1 
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Time, or depart into the unchangeable Eternity, 


Here, let us ſtand a Moment, and humbly con- 
template this great God, together with ourſelves, 
in a relative View.—If we reflect on the Works 
of material Nature, their Number incomprehen- 
fible, and their Extent unmeaſurable; each of 
them apart, ſo admireably framed ; the Connec- 
tions of the Whole, ſo exquiſitely regulated; and 
all derived, from one and the ſame glorious 
Agent—lf we recollett the far more noble Ac- 
compliſhments of elegant Taſte, and diſcernin 
Judgement; of refined Aﬀettions, and l 
Sentiments; which are to be found, among the 
ſeveral Orders of intelligent Exiſtence; and all of 
them ſlowing, in rich Emanations, ſrom the one 
ſole Fountain of intellectual Light.—If we far- 
ther conſider this Author of material Beauty, 
and moral Excellency, as a Guardian, a Gover- 
nour, and Benefactor to all his Creatures: ſup- 
Poorng the whole Syſtem, and protecting each 


Individual, by an ever watchful Providence; pre- 


ſiding over the minuteſt Affairs, and cauſing al 
Events to terminate in the moſt extenſive Good; 
heaping, with unremitting Liberality, his Bene- 
fits upon every capable Obje&t, and making the 
Circuit of the Univerſe a Seminary of Happinels. 
AIs it poſſible for the human Heart, under ſuch 
captivating Views, to be indifferent towards this 
moſt benign, moſt bountiful Original of Being and 
of Bliſs? Can any be ſo immerſed in Stupidity, 


as to ſay unto the Almighty—in the Language ol 


an irreligious Temper, and licentious Lite, t0 


ſay? © Depart from Us; we implore not thy Fa. 


«your ; nor deſire the Knowledge of thy Ways. 
Wonder, O Heavens! be amazed, O Earth ! 
| an 


Y | 
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and Tet the Inhabitants of both expreſs their Aſto- 
niſnment, at this unparralleled Complication of 
diſingenuous, ungrateful, deſtructive Perverſneſs ! 
If we conſider our fallen and wmperfett State; 
frail in our Bodies; enfeebled ia our Minds; in 
every part of our Conſtitution, and in all the Oc- 
currences of Life, © like a toterring Wall, or a 
broken Hedge.” —If we ſurvey our indigent and 
firm State; without Beide ; without ſpiri- 
tual Strength. our poſſeſhon of preſent Conveni- 
ences, intirely dependent on God's ſovereign 
Pleaſure ; yea, forfeited, juſtly forfeited with every 
future Hope, by a thouſand aggravated Iniquities. 
If we add the various Diſaſters of our Conditi- 
on ; * as we are by tumultuous Paſſions; 
oppreſſed with diſpiriting Fears; held in Suſpence 
by a Variety of perplexing“ Cares; liable to 
Pains, and expoſed to Troubles ; Troubles from 
every Quarter; Troubles of every Kind. —Can 
we, amidſt ſo many Wants, under ſuch deplora- 
ble Infirmities, and ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous Ac- 
cidents— can we be unconcerned, whether God's 
| omnipotent, 


* Perplexing.—Thoſe who read the original Language of the New 
Teſtament, are ſufficiently —_ that ſuch is, the Szgneficancy of that 
benevolent Difſuaſive, urged by our Lord, Matt. vi. 25,—1 beg 
Leave, for the Sake of the wnlearned Reader, to obſerve ; That our 
Tranſlation, though, for the moſt part faithful and excellent, has here 
miſrepreſented our Divine Maſter's Meaning, Take no 1hought for your 
Food, for your Raiment, for your bodily Welfare, 1s not only, not the 
true Senſe, but the very Reverſe of the Scripture Doctrine. We are re- 

uired totake a prudent and a moderate Thoughtfor the Neceſſaries of Life. 
The Sluggard, ho negletts this decent Precaution, is ſeverely repriman- 
ded ; is ſent to one of the meaneſt Animals, to bluſh for his Folly, and 
learn Diſcretion from her Condutt, Prov, vi. 6. Our Saviour's Precept, 
and the exact Senſe of his Expreſſion, is, Take no anxious Thought; in- 
dulge no perplexing Care. No ſuch Care, as may argue an unreaſonable 
Diſruſ of Providence; or may rend and tear your Minds with diſtreſſing, 
with pernicious Solicitude. | 
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changeable Goodneſs If there be an abando- 


half a Nation, or half a World, conſpire to call 


more—OQnly, that I may expect, not with a re- 
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omnipotent, irreſiſtable, all- conducting Handbe a. 
ainſt Us, or for Us? imagination itſelf ſnudders at the 
Thought !—Can we reſt ſatisfied, without a well 
grounded Perſwaſion, that we are reconciled to 
this ſupreme Lord, and the Objects of his un- 


4 TK OC 


ned Wretch, whoſe Apprehenhons are ſo fatally 
blinded ; who is ſo utterly loſt to all Senſe of his 
Duty, and of his Intereſt ; let me bewail his Mi- 
ſery, while I abhor his Impiety. Bewail his Mi- 
ſery; though Popularity, with her choiceſt Lau— 
rels, adorn his ow. though Affluence, with 
her richeſt Delicacies, load his Table; though 


1 


him happy. 

May I, by a believing Application, ſolace my- 
ſelf in this everlaſting Source of Love, Perfection 
and Joy! Grant me this Requeſt, and I aſk no 


luctant Anxiety, but with a ready Cheerfulneſs, 
the Arrival of that important Hour ; when this 
Veil of Fleſh ſhall drop, and the Shadows of 
Mortality flee away. When I ſhall no longer 
complain of ob/cure Knowledge ; languid Aﬀeti- 
ons; and 2mperfect Fruition—but ſhall ſee the 
uncreated and immortal Majeſty. See Him, not 
in this diſtant and unaffecting Method, of reaſo- 
ning from his Works; but with the moſt clear 
and direct Intuiton of the Mind. —When-I ſhall 
love Him, not with a cold and contracted Spirit; 
but with the moſt lively and enlarged Emotions of 
Gratitude.—WhenT ſhall inceſſantly enjoythe Light 
of his Countenance ; and be united, r 
united to his all-glorious Godhead.— Take, ye 
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Ambitious, unenvied and unoppoſed, take to 
yourſelves the Toys of State. May I be enabled 
to rejoice in this bleſſed Hope; and to triumpſi in 
that amiable, that adorable, that delightful 
Name, the Lord my God ! And I ſhall ſcarce be- 
ſtow a Thought, on the ſplendid Peagentry of the 
World, unleſs it be to deſþr/e it's empty Pomp, 
and to prty it's deluded Admirers. 


All theſe Bodies, though immenſe in their Size, 
and almoſt infinite in their Multitude, are obedi- 
ent to the Divine Command. the God of Wiſdom 
telleth “ their Numbers,” and is intimately ac- 
quainted with their various Properties. The 
God of Power“ calleth them all by their Names, 
and aſſigns them whatſoever Office He pleaſes. — 
He mar/hals all the ſtarry Legions, with infinitely 
greater Eaſe, and nicer order; than the moſt ex- 
pert General, arranges his diſciplined Troops. 
He appoints their Poſts ; he marks their Route ; 
he fixes the Time for their Return.—The Poſts, 
which he appoints, they occupy, without fail. 
In the Route which, he ſettles, they perlevere, 
without the leaſt Deviation. And to the Inſtant“, 
which he fixes for their Return, they are preciſely 
punttual. —He has given them a Lau, which, 
through a long Revolution of Ages, ſhall not be 
broken ; unleſs his ſovereign Will interpoſes, for 
It's Repeal, Then indeed, the Motions of the 
Orbs is controuled ; their Action remains 38705 
led ; or their Influence receives a new Direction. 


:% + The 
* ©© The Planets, and all the innumerable Hoſt of heavenly Bodies, 


Ae their Courſes and Revolutions, with ſo much Certainty and 
Exactneſs, as never once to fail; but, for alnoſt 6600 Years, come 
conſlantly about to the ſame Period, in the hundredth Part of a Mi- 
' lute,”  STAcxuoust's Hiſt, Bible, 


374 CONTEMPLATIONS 


— The Sun, at his Creation, iſſued forth with 3 
Command, to travel. perpetually through the 
Heavens. Since which, he has never neglected 
to perform the great Circuit ;. rejoicing as a Giant 


to“ run his Race.“ But, when it is requiſite to 
accompliſh the Purpoſes of Divine Love, the Or. 


ders are countermanded ; the -flaming Courier 
remits his Career; ſtands ſtill in Gibeon *; and 
for the Conveniency of the choſen People, holds 
back the falling Day.— The Moon was diſpatched 
with a Charge, never to intermit her revolvin 

Courſe, till Day and Night, come to an End 
But when the Children of Providence, are to be 
favoured with an uncommon Continuence of 
Light, ſhe halts in her March; makes a ſolemn pauſe 
zn the Valley Ajalon ; and delays to bring on 


her attendant Trainof Shadows. When the Ene+ 


mies of the Lord are to be diſcomfited, the Stars 
are levied into the Service; the Stars are armed, 
and take the Field; the Stars, in their Cour ſes, 


fought againſt Siſera 4. 


50 dutiful is material Nature ! So obſequious, 
| | 12.4 751. 


+ This is ſpoken in Conformity to the Scripture Language, and accor- 
ding to the common Notion, With reſpe& tothe Power which effetted 
the Altcration; it is much the ſame Thing, and alike miraculous ; whe- 
ther the Sun, or the Earth, be ſuppoſed to move. =. 

+ 7oſh. x. 12. 13.—The Prophet Habbukuk, according to his.lofty 
Manner, celebrates this Event; and points out, in very poetical Diction, 
the Deſign of ſo ſurpriſing a Miracle.«—The Sun and Moon ftood fill in 
their Habitation ; in the Light, the long- continued and ' miraculous 
Light, thy Arrows, edged with Deſtruttion, walked on their awful Er- 
rand ; in the clear Shining of the Day, protratied for this very Purpoſe, 
thy.glittering Spear, launched by thy People, but guided by chy Hand, 
ſprung to it's Prey. Hab. iii. 11 m 

+ Judge. v. 20.— The ſcriptural Phraſe fought againſt, will, I hope, 
be a ＋ Warrant for every Expreſſion, I have uſed on this Occaſion, 
I bo aſſage is generally uppoted to fignify that ſome very 128 
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in all her Forms to her Creator's Pleaſure The 
bellowing Thunders, liſten to his Voice ; and the 
vollied Lightnings, obſerve the Direction of his 
Eye. The flying Storm, and impetuous Whirlwind, 
wear his Voke. The raging Waves revere his 
Nod : they ſhake the Farth , they daſh the Skies; 
yet, never offer to paſs the Limits, which He has 
preſcribed.” Even the planetary Spheres ; though 


vaſtly larger, than this wide-extended Earth; are, 


in his Hand, as Clay in the Hands of the Potter. 
Though, farfter than the Northern Blaſt, they 
ſweep the long Tracts of Ether; yet, are they 
ided by his Reins, and execute whatever He en- 
joins.—All thoſe enormous Globes of central Fire, 
which beam through the boundleſs Azure; in 
compariſon of which, an Army of Planets, were 
like a Swarm of Summer Inſects; thoſe, even 
thoſe, are conformable to his Will, as the melt= 
ing Wax to the impreſſed Seal.—Since all, all is 
obedient, throughout the whole Aſcent of Things, 
ſhall Man be the only Rebel againſt the Almighty 
Maker ? Shall theſe unruly Appetites, reject his 
Goverment, and refuſe their Allegiance 5. Shall 
theſe headſtrong Paſſions, break loole from Divine 
lo, gin . of * 52 hk Reſtraint 3 


Meteors (which che Stars were thought to influence) ſuch as fierce flaſhes 
of Lightmng. ;_ impeteous Showers of Rain; and rapid Storms of Hazl ; 
were employed by the Almighty to terrify, annoy, and overthrow the 
Fnemzes, of Ifrael... If ſo, there cannot be a more. clear and lively Para- 
phraſe on the Text, than thoſe fine Lines of a Fewifh Wruer.- Tis ſe- 
vere Wrath ſhall; HE fharpen for a Sword and the. World. ſhall gat, 
wth him againſt the Ungodly, Then, Mall the rigbt-aiming Thunder- 
bolts ge abroad; and.from the Clouds, as from a well-drawn Bow, tall 
they Ay to the Mark. And Hail-ſtones, full. of Wrath, ſhall be caſt out 
of a Stone Bou g. and the water of the Sea Shall rage againſt them ; and 
the Floods (as was the Caſe of the River Kiſion) jhall cruelly drown 


* . 


them. © Yea a mighty wind fhall ſtand up againſt them ; and like a Storm, 


ſiall blow them away, Wild, v. 20, 21, 22, 23. 
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Reſtraint ; and run wild, in exorbidant Sallies, af. 
ter their own Imagination? — 4 

O my Soul, be ſtung with Remorſe, and over. 
whelmed with Confuſion, at the Thought! Is it 
not a Righteous Thing, that the bleſſed God 
| ſhould ſway the Sceptre, with the moſt ablolute 
1 Authority, over all the Creatures, which his 
Mt Power has formed ? Eſpecially over thoſe Crea- 
1 tures; whom his diſtinguiſhed Favour, has endu- 
| ed with the noble Principle of Reaſon, and made 
| capable of a blisful Immortality? Sure, if all the 
[| Ranks of inanimate Exiſtence, conform to their 
A Maker's Degree, by the Neceſjty of their Nature; 
this more excellent Race of Beings, {hould pay 
their equal Homage, by the willing Compliance 
of their Affections“ . Come then, all ye Faculties 
of my Mind: come all ye powers of my Body; 
give up yourſelves, without a Moment's Delay, 
without the leaſt Reſerve, to his Governance. 
Stand, like dutiful Servants, at his Footſtool; in 
an everlaſting Readineſs, to do whatſoever He re- 
quires ; to be whatſoever He appoints, Jo fur- 
8 oh | ther 
This Argument, I acknowledge, is not abſolutely concluſive But 
it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can I think myſelf obliged, in ſuch a 
Work: where Fancy bears a conſiderable Sway; to proceed always with 
the Caution and Exattneſs, of a Deſþuter in the Schools. If there be 
ſom? Appearence of Analogy, between the Fatt and the Inference, It 


ſecms fufficient for my Purpoſe ; though the Deduttion ſhould not be ne- 
ceſſary nor the Proceſs ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical.—One of the Apoſtolic Fa- 
thers, has a affecting and ſublime Paragraph, which runs intirely in this 
Form: The Sun, the Moon and tht jtarry Choir, without the leaſt De- 
viation, and with the utmoſt Harmony, perform the Revolutions appon- 
ted them by the + menu From which Kemark, and aburidance of 
other. limiiar inſtances, obſervable in the Oeconomy of Nature; he ex- 
horts Chriſtians, to a cordial Unanimity among themſelves, and a dutiful 
Obedience to Gon. Vid, Clem. Roman. 1 Ep. ad Corinth. Sect 20. 
Cee alſo a beautiful Ode in Dr. Watts's Lyric Foems, intituled 1k 
Compariſon and Complaint, which tutns upon this very Thought. 
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ther with united Efforts, the purpoſes of his Glo- 
Ty in this earthly Scene; orelle to ſeperate, with- 
out Reluctance, at his Summons ; the one, to ſleep 
in the ſilent Duſt ; the other, to advance his Ho- 
nour, in ſome remoter Colony of his Kingdom. 


— Thus, may I join with all the Works of the 


Lord, in all Places of his Dominion, to recognize 
his univerſal Supremacy ; and proclaim Him So— 
vereign of Souls, as well as Ruler of Worlds. 

At my firſt coming abroad, all theſe Luminaries 
were echpled, by the overpowering Luſtre of the 
Sun. They were all placed in the very ſame Sta- 
tion ; and played the ſame ſprightly Beams ; yet 


not one of them was ſeen. As the Day light wore 


away, and the ſober Shades advanced; Heſperus, 
who leads the ſtarry Train, diſcloſed his radiant 
Forehead, and catched my Eye. While I ſtood 
gazing on his bright and beautiful Aſpect, ſeveral 
of his Attendants peeped through the blue Cur- 
tains. Scarce had I turned to obſerve thele freſh 
Emanations of Splendour; but others dropt the 
Veil; others ſtole into View. When lo! faſter 
and more numerous, Multitudes ſprung from Ob- 
ſcurity ; they poured, in ſhining Troops, and in 
lweet Confuſion, over all the Empyrean Plain, 
Till the Firmament ſeemed like one vaſt Conſtella- 
yon 1 and © a Flood of Glory burſt from all the 
(6 les. tx 

Is it not ſuch the Riſe and ſuch the Progreſs of 
a true Conver/con, in the prejudiced Infidel, or in- 
attentive Sinner? During the Period of his vainer 
Years, a Thouſand intereſting Truths, lay utter- 
ly undiſcovered ; a Thouſand momentous Con- 
cerns, were intirely diſregarded. But, when Di- 
vine Grace diſhpates the deluſive Glitter, e 

| No azle 


Light and Life, and Joy in the Lord. 
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dazled his Underſtanding, and beguiled his Affec- 
tions; then, He begins to diſcern, dimly to dif 
cern, the Things which belong unto his Peace, 
Some admonition of Scripture, darts Conviction 
into his Soul; as the Glimmering of a Star, 
pierces the Gloom of Night. — Then, perhaps, 
another awful, or chearing Text, impreſſes Ter. 
ror, or diffuſes Comfort. A Threatning. alarms 
his Fears, or a Promiſe awakens his Hopes, 
This, poſſibly, is ſucceeded by ſome afflictive 
Diſpenſation of Providence; and improved b 
ſome edifying and inſtructive Converſation. All 
which is eſtabliſhed, as to it's Continuance; and 
r as to it's Influence; by adiligent Study of 
the 
continually pour their Evidence. Scenes of refi- 


ned and exalted, but hitherto unknown 1 


addreſs him with their Attractives. New Deſires 


take Wing; new purſuits are ſet on Foot. A 
new Turn of Mind forms his Temper; anew Habit 


of Converſation regulates his Life. In a Word; old 
Thing are paſſed away,; and all Ihings become 
nero. He, who was EE. Darkneſs;*18 now 

The more attentively I view the Cryſtal Con- 
cave, the more fully I diſcern, the Richnels of its 
Decorations. Abundance- of minuter Lights, 
which lay concealed from a ſuperficial Notice, 
are. viſible on a cloſer Examination. Eſpecially 


in thoſe Tratts of the Sky, which, are called the 
Galaxy, and are diſtinguiſhable; by a fort. of. 
milky Path. There, the Stars are crouded; ra- 
ther than diſſeminated. The Region ſeemis to be 
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all on a Blaze, with their blended Rays.—Beſides 
this vaſt Profuſion, which in my preſent Situation 
the Eye diſcovers; was I to make my Survey, 
from any other Part of the Globe, lying nearer the 
Southern Pole ; I ſhould behold a new Choir of 
ſtarry Bodies, which have never appeared within 
our Horizon. —Was I (which is {till more won- 
derful) either Here or There, to view the Firma- 
ment with the Virtuoſo's Glaſs; I ſhould find a 
procygious Multitude of flaming Orbs, which im- 
merſed in Depths of Aether, eſcape the keeneſt 
unaſſiſted Sight“. — Vet, in theſe various Situati- 
ons; even with the Aid of the Teleſcopic Tube; 
I ſhould not be able to deſcry the HalF perhaps 
not a Thouſand part, of thoſe majeſtic Lumina- 
nes, which the vaſt expanſive Heavens contain +. 
Jo the more diligently I purſue my Search, into 
choſe Oracles of eternal Fruth, the Scriptures ; I 
perceive a wider, a deeper, an ever increaſing 
Fund of ſpiritual Treaſures! I perceive the bright- 
er Strokes of Wiſdom, and the richer Diſplays of 
Goodneſs; a more tranſcendent 8 in the 
illuſtrious Meſſiah, and a more deplorable 


* Come forth, O Man, yon azure Round ſurvey, 
And view thoſe Lamps, which yield eternal Day, 
Bring forth thy Glaffes: Clear thy wond'ring Eyes : 
þ Millions beyond the former Millions riſe : | 
> Look farther. :—-Millions more blaze from remoter Skies. 
i þ 


| HSGee an ingenious Poem, intituled The Univerſe, - 
£ + How nable, conſidered in this View, are the Celebrations of the Di- 


e eine Majeſty, which frequently occurs in the ſacred Writings ! It ig the 
f Lord that made the Heavens, Pal. xcyi. 5.— What a prodigious Dig- 
JL tity, does ſuch a Senſe of Things give to that devout Aſcription of Praiſe! 


a+ Wow, even. Mau, art LORD alone; Thou haſt made Heaven, the Hea- 
e Nen of Heavens, with all their Hoff. Nehem. ix. 0. — E xamined by 


1s Rule, the beautiful Climax in our inſpired Hymn, is ſublime beyond 


Comp 
f Light : Prayſe HIM, ys Heavens of Hegvens, Plal, cxlviii. gy 4. 
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neſs in fallen Man; a more immaculate Purity in 
God's Law, and more precious Privileges in his 
Goſpel. Yet, after a Courſe of Study, ever ſo 
aſſiduous ; ever ſo prolonged; I ſhould have Rea. 
ſon to own myſelf, a mere Babe in heaven] 
Knowledge; or, at moſt; but a puerile Profici- 
ent, in the School of Chriſt. 

After all my moſt accurate Inſpection, thoſe 
ſtarry Orbs appear but as glittering Points. Even 
the Planets, though ſo much nearer our earthly 
Manſion, ſeem only like burning Bullets. If then, 
we have ſuch perfect Abbrekenfions of viſible 
and material Things ; how much more ſcanty and 
inadequate, mult be our Notions of invifible and 
immortal Objects !—We behold the Stars. 
Though every one 1s incomparably bigger, than 
the Globe we inhabit ; yet they dwindle, upon 
our Survey, into the molt diminutive Forms. 
Thus, we ſee by Faith the Glories of the bleſſed 
Jeſus ; the atoning Efficacy of his Death; the juſ- 
tifying Merit of his Righteouſnels ; and the Joys, 
which are reſerved br kis Followers. But alaſs! 
even our moſt exalted Ideas, are vaſtly below the 
Truth. As much below the Truth; as the Re- 
port, which our Eyes make ofthole celeſtial Edi- 
fices, is infe:1or to their real Grandeur. Should 

we take in all the magnißying Aſſiſtances, which 
Art has contrived; thoſe luminous Bodies, would 
elude our Skill, and appear as ſmall as ever. 
Should an Inhabitant of Earth, travel towards 
the Cope of Heaven; and be carried forwards, in 
his aerial Journey, more than a Hundred and 
ſixty Millions of Miles* ; even in that advanced 
| Situation, 
This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere Suppoſition, but a 


real Fact. For, about the Twenty-firſt of December, we are above 
| ' 160,000,008 
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Situation, thoſe Oceans of Flame, would look no 
larger, than radtant Specks.—In like manner, con- 
ceive ever ſo magnificently, of the Redeemer's 
Honours ; and of the Bliſs, which he has purcha- 
ſed for his People; yet you will fall ſhort. raiſe your 
Img ginhelon Riker ſtretch your Invention wder ; 
give them all the Scope, which a ſoaring and ex- 
curſive Fancy can 135 ; ſtill your Conceptions 
will be extremely diſbroportionate, to their genu- 
me Perfections.— Vaſt are the Bodies, which roll 
in the Expanſe of Heaven: vaſter far are thoſe Fields 
of Ether, through which they run their endleſs. 
Round: but the Excellency of Jeſus, and the 
Happineſs laid up for his Servants, are greater 
than either, than both ; than all. An inſpired 
Writer calls the former, © the unſearchable Rich- 
« es of Chriſt; ” and ſtiles the latter, © An exceed- 
ing great and eternal Weight of Glory.” 

If thoſe Stars, are ſo many inexhauſtible Maga- 
zines of Fire, and immenſe Reſervorrs of Light; 
chere is no Reaſon to doubt, but they have NET 
very grand Uſes, ſuitable to the Magnificence of 
- cheir Nature. To ſpecify, or explain, the parti- 
cular Purpoſes they anſwer ; is altogether impoſ- 
ible, in our preſent State of Diſtance and Igno- 
rance. This, however, we may clearly diſcern ; 
they are diſpoſed in that very Manner, which is 
moſt pleaſing and molt ſerviceable to Mankind. 
hey are not placed at an infinite Remove, ſo as 
o lie beyond our Sight; neither are they brought 
0 near our Abodes, as to annoy us with their 

. og E Beams, 


60,000:000 of Miles nearer the Northern Parts of the Sky, than we were 
the Twenty-firlt of June. And yet, with regard.to the Stars ſituate in 
at Quarter, we perceive. no Change in their A/pect,. nor any Augmen- 
tien of their Mag nitude. 
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neſs in fallen Man; a more immaculate Purity in 
God's Law, and more precious Privileges in his 
Goſpel. Yet, after a Courſe of Study, ever ſo 
aſſiduous ; ever ſo prolonged; I ſhould have Rea. 
ſon to own mylelf, a mere Babe in heavenl 
Knowledge; or, at moſt; but a puerzle Profici- 
ent, in the School of Chriſt. | 
After all my moſt accurate Inſpettion, thoſe 
ſtarry Orbs appear but as glittering Points. Even 
the Planets, though ſo much nearer our earthly 
Manſion, ſeem only like burning Bullets. If then, 
we have ſuch perfect Abtreken ſoma of viſible 
and material Things ; how much more ſcanty and 
inadequate, muſt be our Notions of invifble and 
immortal Objects !—We behold the Stars. 
Though every one 1s incomparably bigger, than 
the Globe we inhabit ; yet they dwindle, upon 
our Survey, into the moſt diminutive Forms. 
Thus, we ſee by Faith the Glories of the bleſſed 
Jeſus ; the atoning Efficacy of his Death; the juſ- 
tifying Merit of his Righteouſnels ; and the Joys, 
which are reſerved for his Followers. But alaſs! 
even our moſt exalted Ideas, are vaſtly below the 
Truth. As much below the Truth; as the Re— 
port, which our Eyes make ofthoſe celeſtial Edi: 
fices, is infe: ior to their real Grandeur.—Should 
we take in all the magnißying Aſſiſtances, which 
Art has contrived ; thoſe luminous Bodies, would 
elude our Skill, and appear as ſmall as ever. 


Should an Inhabitant of Earth, travel to wards 


the Cope of Heaven; and be carried forwards, in 
his aerial Journey, more than a Hundred and 
ſixty Millions of Miles* ; even in that advanced 
| Situation, 
This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere Suppoſition, but 3 


real Fact. For, about the Twenty-hrſt of December, we are above 
160,000,000 
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Situation, thoſe Oceans of Flame, would look no 
larger, than radiant Specks.—In like manner, con- 
ceive ever ſo magnificently, of the Redeemer's 
Honours ; and of the Bliſs, which he has purcha- 
ſed for his People; yet you will fall ſhort. raiſe your 
Imagination Wie ſtretch your Invention wider ; 
give them all the Scope, which a ſoaring and ex- 
curſive Fancy can 35 ; ſtill your Conceptions 
will be extremely dz/þroporitonate, to their genu- 
ine Perfections.— Vaſt are the Bodies, which roll 
in the Expanſeof Heaven: vaſter far are thoſe Fields 


Round: but the Excellency of Jeſus, and the 
Happineſs laid up for his Servants, are greater 
than either; than both ; than all. An inſpired 
Writer calls the former, © the unſearchable Rich- 
« es of Chriſt; ” and ſtiles the latter, An exceed- 
* ing great and eternal Weight of Glory.” 

If thoſe Stars, are ſo many inexhauſtible Maga- 
zines of Fire, and immenſe Reſervorrs of Light; 
; chere is no Reaſon to doubt, but they have ſome 


© cheir Nature. To ſpecify, or explain, the parti- 
* Wcular Purpoſes they anſwer ; is altogether impoſ- 
ble, in our preſent State of Diſtance and Igno- 
0 rance. This, however, we may clearly diſcern; 


hey are not placed at an 2nfjinite Remove, ſo as 
o lie beyond our Sight; neither are they brought 


* Beams, 


60,000.000 of Miles nearer the Northern Parts of the Sky, than we were 
he Twenty-firlt of June. And yet, with regard to the Stars ſituate in 
at Quarter, we perceive no Change in their Aſect, nor any Aug men- 
tien of their Magnitude, 


of Ether, through which they run their endleſs 


very grand Uſes, ſuitable to the Magnificence of 


they are diſpoſed in that very Manner, which is 
moſt pleaſing and molt ſerviceable ro Mankind, — 


near our Abodes, as to annoy us with their 
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Beams. We ſee them ſhine onevery Side. The 


deep Azure, which ſerves them as a Ground, 
heightens their Splendour. At the ſame Time, 
their Influence is gentle, and their Rays are deſti. 
tute of Heat. So that we are ſurrounded with a 
Multitudeof fiery Globes whichbeautify andillumi- 
nate the Firmament, without any Riſque, either to 
the Coolnęſs of our Night, or the Quiet ofour Repole, 
Who can ſufficiently admire that wondrous Benig- 
11 nity ; which, on our Account, ſtrews the Earth 


with Bleſſings of every Kind: and vouchſafes to 
make the very Heavens, ſubſervient toour Delight? 
| It is not ſolely to adorn the Roof of our Palace, 
1 with coſtly Guildings; that God commands the 
celeſtial Luminaries, to glitter through tlie Gloom. 
1 We alſo reap conſiderable Benefits, from their 
| : Miniſtry.—They divide our Time, and fix it's ſo- 


* lemn Periods. They ſettle the Order of our 
Works; and are, according to the Deſtination 
mentioned in ſacred Writ, “ for Signs, and for 
* Seaſons ; for Days, and for Years.” The Re- 
ks turns of Heat and Cold alone, would have been 
too precarious a Rule. But theſe radiant Bodies; 
by the Variation, and allo by the Regularity, of 
their Motions ; afford a Method of calculating, ab- 
ſolutely certain, and ſufficiently obvious. By this, 
the Farmer is inſtructed when to commit his Grain 
to the Furrows, and how to conduct the * 
ons of Huſbandry. By this, the Sailer knows 
when to proceed on his Voyage, with leaſt Peril; 
and how to. carry on the Buſineſs of Navigation, 
with moſt Succels. | | 
Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the Probationer 
for Eternity, learn from the ſame Monitors, to 
number—for nobler Purpoles, to ING his 
ays 5 


Jewels! I wrong their Character. 
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Days ; and duly to tranſact the grand, grand Af- 
fairs of his e Salvation? Since God has 
appointed ſo many bright Meaſures of our Time, 
to determine it's larger Periods, and to minute 
down it's ordinary Stages: ſure, this moſt ſtrongly 
inculcatesit's Value, and ſhould powerfully prompt 
us to zmprove t,—Behold ! the ſupreme Lord 
marks the Progreſs of our Liſe, in that moſt con- 
ſpicuous Kalender above. Does not ſuch an Or- 
on tell us, and in the moſt emphatical Lan- 

uage; That our Life is given for Uſe, not for 
Traſte That no Portion of it is delivered, but un- 
der a ſtrict Account; that all of it is entered, as 
it paſſes, in the Divine Regiſter; and, therefore, 
that the Stewards of ſuch a Talent, are to expect 
a future Reckoning ?—Behold ! the very Hea- 
vens are bidden to 50 the Accomptants, of our 
Years, and Months, and Days. O! may this in- 
duce us to manage them, with a vigilant Frugality; 
to part with them, as Miſers with their koarded 
Treaſure, warily and circumſpettly; and, if poſſi- 
ble, as Merchants with their 72ch “Commodities not 
without an Equivalent, either in perſonal Im- 
provements, or ſocial Ulefulnels ! 

How bright the ſtarry Diamonds ſhine ! The 
Ambition of Eaſtern Monarchs could imagine no 
Diſtinction, more noble and ſublime, than that of 
being likened to theſe beaming Orbs. *—They 
form Nights richeſt Dreſs ; and ſparkle upon her 
lable Robe, like Jewels of the fineſt Luſtre. Like 
The lucid 
Stone has no Brillancy ; quenched 1s the Flame 
even of the golden Topaz ; campared with thoſe 

E glowing 


* Numb, xxiv. 17. Dan. viii. 10. 
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glowing Decorations of Heaven, —How widel 
are their radiant Honours diffuſed! No N At wg; 
remote, but ſees their Beauty, and rejoices in their 
Uſefulneſs. They have been admired by all pre- 
ceding Generations; and every riſing Age, will 
gaze on their Charms, with renewed De- 
Iight.--How animating, then, is that Promiſe, 
made to the faithful- Miniſters of the Goſpel ! 
* They that turn many to Righteouſneſs, Mall 
ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever“ .“ Is not 
this a moſt winning Encouragement, to ſpend 
andbeſpent,” in the Service of Souls ? Methinks, 
the Stars beckon, as they twinkle. Methinks, they 
ſhew me their Splendors, on purpoſe to inſpire 
me with Alacrity, in the Race ſet before me, on 
purpoſe to enliven my Activity, in the Work that 
is given me to do.—Yes; ye majeſtic Monitors, 
I underſtand your Meaning If Honour has an 
Charms; if true Glory, the Glory which comet 
from God, is any Attrattive ; you diſplay the moſt 
powerful Incitements, to exerciſe all Aſſiduity in 
my holy Vocation. I will, henceforth, obſerve 
your Intimation ; and, when Zeal becomes lan- 
guid, have recourſe to your heavenly Lamps. If 
ſo be, I may reknale its Ardor, at thoſe inextin- 
guiſhable Fires. | 
Of the Polar Star, it 1s obſervable ; that, while 
other Luminaries, alter their Situation, this ſeems 
invariably fixed , While other Luminaries, now, 
mount thi Battlements of Heaven, and appear 
upon Duty; now, retire beneath the Horizon, 
and reſign to a freſh Set, the Watches of the 


Night; 
* Dan. xii. 3 


+ I ſpeak in Conformity to the Appearance of the Object. For, though 
this remarkable Star revolves round the Pole, it's Motion is fo ſtow, an 
the Circle it deſcrides ſo ſmall ; as render both the Revolution and 
Change of Situation, hardly perceivable. | 
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Night; this never departs from it's Station. This, 
in every Seaſon, maintains an uniform Poſition ; 
and is always to be found, in the ſame Tract of 
the Northern Sky.—How often has this beamed 
bright Intelligence on the Sailor; and conducted 
the Keel, to it's deſired Haven! In early Ages, 
thoſe, who went down to the Sea in Ships, and 
occupied their Buſineſs in great Waters, had ſcarce 
any other ſure Guide for their wandering Veſſel. 
This therefore they viewed, with the moſt ſolici- 
tous Attention. By this, they formed their Ob- 
ſervations, and regulated their Voyage. When 
this was obſcured by Clouds, or inveloped in 
Miſts ; the trembling Mariner was bewildered, on 
the watry Waſte. His Thoughts fluctuated, as 
much as the floating Surge; and he knew 
not, where he was advanced, or whither he ſhould 
ſteer. But, when this auſpicious Star broke 
through the Gloom; it diſſapated the Anxiety of 
his Mind, and cleared up his dubious Paſſage. He 
re-aſumed, with Alacrity, the Management of the 
Helm; and was able to ſhape his Courſe, with 
ſome tolerable Degree of Satisfaction and Certainty. 

SUCH, only much clearer in it's Light, 
and much ſurer in it's Direction, is the holy Word 
of God, fo thoſe Myriads of intellectual Beings, 
who are bound for the eternal Shores. Who, em- 
barked in a Veſſel of feeble Fleſh, are to paſs the 
Waves of this tempeſtuous and perilous World. 
In all Dificulties, thoſe ſacred Pages ſhed an en- 
couraging Ray; in all Uncertainties, they ſuggeſt 
the right Determination, and point out the proper 
Procedure. What is ſtill a more ineſtimable Ad- 
vantage; they, like the Star which conducted the 
caltern Sages, make plain the way of Acceſs to a 
NY — as Redeemer. 


; — — 


386 CON T. EMPLATIONS. 


Redeemer. They diſplay his unſpeakable Merit; 
they diſcover the Method of being intereſted in 
his great Atonement; and lead the weary Soul, 
taſſed by Troubles, and ſhattered by Temptation, 
to that only Harbour of peaceful Repole.--Let us, 
therefore, attend to this unerring Directory, with 
the ſame conſtancy of Regard, as the Sea-faring 
Man obſerves his Compals. Let us become az 
throughly acquainted with this ſacred Chart, as 
the Pilot is with every truſty Mark, that gives No- 
tice of a lurking Rock ; and with every open Road, 
that yeilds a ſafe Paſlage into the Port. Above 
all, let us commit 5 to this infallible Gui- 
dance, with the ſame implicit. Reſignation ; let us 

conform our Couduct to it's exalted Precept, 
with the ſame ſedulous Care; as the Children off 
rael, when ſojourning in the tractleſs Deſart, fol- 
lowed the Pillar of Fire, and the Motions of the 
miraculous Cloud. —8o, will it introduce us, not 
into an earthly Canaan, flowing with Milk and 
Honey; but into an immortal Paradiſe, where1s 
the Fulneſs of Joy, and where are Pleaſures tor 
evermore. It will introduce us into thoſe happy, 
happy Regions, where our Sun ſhall no more g0 
down, nor our Moon withdraw itſelf; for tht 
LORD ſhall be our everlaſting Light, and the Dayi 

of our Mourning, together with the Fatigues of 
our Pilgrimage, /hall be ended.“ NG 
I perceive a great Varzety, in the Size and 
Splendour of thole Gems of Heaven. Some, are 
of the fhrit Magnitude; others, of an inferior Or. 
der, Some = with intenſe Flames; other, 
glimmer, with fainter Beams. Yet, all are beau. 
tilul; all have their peculiar Luſtre, and diſtind 
| U 


* Iſa. Ix; 20. 
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Uſe; all tend, in their different Degrees, to ena- 
mel the Cope of Heaven, and embroider the Robe 
of Night. This Circumſtance is remarked by an 
Author, whole Sentiments are a Source of Wiſ— 
dom, and the very Standard of Truth. “One 
Star, ſays the Apoſtle to the Gentiles differeth 
from another Star in Glory: So alſo is the Re- 
fſurrection of the Dead.“ AL 
In the' World above, are various Degrees of 
Happineſs, various Seats of Honour. Some will 
d, riſe to more illuſtrious Diſtinctions, and richer 
"Wl Joys“. Some, like Veſſels of ample Capacity, 
will admit more Copious Acceſſions of Light and 


us Excellence. Yet, there will be no Want, no 
9 Deficiency, in any; but a Fulneſs of both Divine Sa- 


tisfactions, and perſonal Perfections. Each, will 
" enjoy all the Good; and be adorned with al! the 
Glory ; that his Heart can wiſh, or his Condition 
10 receive.— None will know what it is to envy. 
ma Not the leaſt Malevolence, nor the leaſt Selfiſh- 
e ness, but everlaſting Friendſhip prevails, and a 
i mutual Complacency in each other's Delight. 


Pl Love, cordial Love; will give every particular 
4 Saint, a Participation of all the Fruitions ; 
Jay which are diffuſed through the whole Aſſembly of 


the Bleſſed. No one eclip/es, but each reflects. 
Light upon his Brother. A {weet Interchange of 
Rays ſubſiſts; all enlightened by the great Foun- 
tain, and all enlightening one another. By which 
+ | reciprocal 
* 1 Cor. xv. 41. 42. The great Mr. Mede prefers the Senſe here gi- 
ven; and the learned Dr. Hammond admits it, into his Paraphraſe, 
Whoſe joint Authority, though far from excluding any other, yet is a 
ſufficient Warrant for this Application of the Words, 


+ Tolle Invidiam, & tuum eſt quod abeo Tolle T nvidiam, & meum 
ſt quod habes, AUGUSTINE. | 
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reciprocal Communication of Pleaſure and Amity, 
each will be continually receiving from, each in. 
ceſſantly adding to, the general Felicity. 

Happy, ſupremely happy they, who are admit. 
ted into the Celeſtial Manſions. Better to be 
a Door-keeper in thoſe © Ivory Palaces*,” than 
to fill the moſt gorgeous Throne on Earth. The 
very loweſt Place at God's Right-hand, is diſtin- 
guiſhed Honour, and conſumate Bliſs.—O ! that 
we may, in ſome meaſure, anticipate that beatific 
State, while we remain in our Baniſhment below! 
May we, by vrejoꝛcing in the ſuperior Proſperity of 
another, make it our own! And, provided the ge- 
neral Reſult is Harmony. be content, be pleaſed, 
with whatever Part is aligned to our Share, in 
the univerſal Choir of Affairs. 

While I am conſidering the heavenly Bodies, I 
muſt not intirely forget thoſe fundamental Laws of 
dur modern Aſtronomy, Projectton and Attraction. 
One of which 1s the all-combining Cement, the 
other is the ever-operative Spring, of the mighty 
Frame.—In the Beginning, the all- creating Fiat 
impreſſed a proper Degree of Motion, on each of 
thoſe whirling Orbs. Which, if not controuled, 
would have carried them on, in, ſtrait Lines, and 
to endleſs Lengths; till they were even loſt, in the 
Abys of Space. But the gravitating Property, be- 
ing added to the yrojectile Force, determined their 
Courſes to a circular + Form; and obliged the re- 


luctant 

* Pſal. xlv. 8. | 
+ I am aware, the Planetary Orbits are nat ſtrictly circular, but rather 
elliptical, However, as they are but a ſmall Remove from the perfectly 
round Figure; and partake of it incomparably. more, than the Trajetto- 
ries of the Comets; 1 chuſe to repreſent the hing in this View. Eſpe- 
cially, becauſe the Notion of a Circle, is ſo much more intelligible te 


the Generality of Readers than that of an Ellipſts ; and becauſe laid it 


down 


juctant Rovers, to perform their deſtined Rounds. 
— Were either of thoſe Cauſes to ſuſpend their 
Action, all the harmoniouſly moving Spheres 
would be diſconcerted. Would degenerate into 
ſluggiſh inactive Maſſes; and, falling into the 
central Fire, be burnt to Aſhes, Or elſe, would 
exorbitate into wild Confuſion; and each, by the 
Rapidity of it's Whirl, be ws. con” into Atoms. 
But, the impulſive and attractive Energy, being 
moſt nicely attempered to each other ; and, un- 
der the immediate Operation of the Almighty, ex- 
erting themſelves in perpetual Concert; the vari- 
ous Globes run their radiant Races, without the 
leaſt Interruption or the leaſt Deviation. So as to 
create the alternate changes of Day and Nzght ; and 
diſtribute the uſeful Viciſſitudes of ſucceeding Sea- 
ſons. Soas to anſwer all the great Endsofa gracious 
Providence; and procure every ene Con- 
venience for univerſal Nature. | 

Does not this Conſtitution of the material, very 
naturally lead the Thoughts, to thoſe grand Prin- 
ciples of the moral and devotionel World, Faztk 
and Love? Theſe are often celebrated by the in- 
yu Apoſtle, as a comprehenſive Summery of 
the Goſpel*. - Theſe inſpirit the Breaſt, and re- 
gulate tin Progrels, of each private Chriſtian. 
e 8 F : Theſe 
down for a Rule, not to admit any ſueh ebſtru/e Sentiment, or di 
neon * Gould 225 a paſa . inland of ＋ 
azreeable Idea. For which Reaſon, I have avoided technical Terms ; 
have taken no Notice of Jupiter's Sattellites, or Saturn's Ring; have 
not ſo much as mentioned the Names of the Planets, nor attempted to 


wade into any Depths of the Science. Leſt to thoſe who have no Op- 
portunity of ufing the Teleſcope, or of acquainting themſelves with a Sy ſ- 


taning and euiſying 1 * : 8 
N 523 1. 4s ver. 5. 
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Theſe unite the whole Congregation of the Faith. 
ful to God, and one another, To God, the great 
Centre, in the Bonds of Gratitude and Devotion; 
to one another, by a reciprocal Intercourſe of 
brotherly Affections, and friendly Offices, —If you 
aſk ; Why 1s it impoſſible for the true Believer, to 
live at all Adventures? to Hagnate in Sloth, or 
habitually to devrate from Duty ?—We anſwer; 
It is owing to © his Faith, working by Love“.“ 
He aſſuredly truſts, that Chriſt has ſuſtained the 
Infamy, and endured the Torment, due to his 
Sins. He firmly relies on that Divine Propitiati. 
on, for the pardon of all his Guilt ; and humbly 
expetts everlaſting Salvation, as the Purchaſe of 
his Saviour's Merits. * This produces ſuch a Spi- 
rit of Gratitude, as refines his Inclinations, and 
animates his whole Behaviour. He cannot, he 
cannot run to Exceſs of Riot; becauſe Love to 
bis adorable Redeemer, like a ſtrong, but filken 
Curb, ſweetly reſtrains him. He cannot, he can- 
not lie lulled in a lethargic Indolence; becauſe Love 
to the ſame infinite Bene factor, like a pungent, 
but endearing Spur, pleaſingly excites him. Ina 
Word; Faith ſupplies the powerful Impulſe, while 
Love gives the determining Biaſs; and leads the 
willing Feet, through the whole Circle of Gods 
Commandments. By the united Efficacy of theſe 
heavenly Graces, the Chriſtan Conduct is preſerved, 
in the Uniformity and Beauty of Holineſs; as by 
the blended Power of thoſe Newtonian Principle, 
"the ſolar Syſtem revolves, ui a ſteady and magi 
e ularit oy T1 Ly b 41525 a8 £148; 4 000 f 
How admitable, how 6xten*ive] h6j# Mert 
is the Force of this ſingle Principle, Retr tot 
| . F — 1 
l 6 
7 I mean the Attraction boch of Cramtation and Cohefion, 
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his penetrates the very Eſſence of all Bodies, and 
diffuſes itſelf to the remoteſt Limits of the mun- 
dane Syſtem, —By this, the Worlds impreſſed with 
Motion, hang /el/-balanced on their Centres*; 
and, though Orbs of immenſe Magnitude, require 
nothing, but this amazing Property, for their Bap⸗ 
port. To this we aſcribe a Phænomenon, of a ve- 
ry different Kind, the Pre//ure of the Atmoſphere. 
Which, though a yeilding and expanſive Fluid ; 
yet conſtipated by an attractive Energy; ſur- 
rounds the whole Globe, and incloſes every Crea- 
ture, as it were with a tight Bandage. An Expe- 
dientthis, abſolutely neceſſary topreſerve the Tex- 
ture of our Bodies; and indeed, to maintain every 
Species of Animal Exiſtence. Attraction? Urged 
by this wonderful Impetus, the Rivers circulate, 
copious and unintermitted, among all the Nations 
of the Earth: ſweeping with Rapidity down the 
Steeps, or 71 ebbing through the Plains, Im- 
pelled by the ſame myſterious Force, the nutriti- 
ous Juices are ate from the Soil; and, aſ- 
cending the Trees, find their Way through Milli- 
ons of the fineſt Meanders, in order to transfuſe 
vegetative Life into all the Branches.—This con- 
fines the Ocean, within proper Bounds. Though 
the Waves thereof roar ; they tols themſelves, 
with all the Madneſs of indignant Rage; yet, 
checked by this potent, this inevitable Curb, the 

are unable to paſs even the {hight Barrier of Sand. 
Jo this the Mountains owe that unſhaken Firm- 
neſs, which laughs at the Shock of careering 
Winds, and bids the Tempeſt, with all it's ming- 
led Horrors, impotently rave.—By virtue of this 
inviſible Mechaniſm; without the Aid of Crane or 


e Pulley, 


Ponderibus librata ſuis. 


”" 
"Ft 81 * > * 4 
* y } > 4 4 7 5 A | 
5 * — TY "0 aw a+ > Mc 


— — . — 


—_—_—__ ww ——— 
— — = — | 


e — 8 a TIS 4 — _——— — = » 


— ͤ— 


3 CT P 
— 


a _ . «a 4 
e 


89* CONTEMPLATIONS 


Pulley, or any Inſtrument of human Device ; ma- 
ny Thouſand Tons of Water are raiſed, every 
moment, into the Regions of the Firmament. By 
this they continue ſuſpended in thin Air, without 
any capacious Ciſtern, to contain their Subſtance ; 
or any maſſy Pillars, to ſuſtain their Weight. By 
this ſame variouſly acting Power, they return to 
the Place of their native Reſidence ; diſtilled in 
entle Falls of Dew, or ＋ JN in impeteous 
howers of Rain. They /i:de into the Fields in 
fleecy Flights of Snow, or are darted upon the 
Houſes in clattering Storms of Hail. —This oeca- 
ſons the ſtrong Coheſion of ſolid Bodies. With- 
out which, our large Machines could exert them- 
ſelves with no Vigour ; and the nicer Utenfils of 
Life, would elude our Ex pectations of Service. 
This affords a Foundation, for all thoſe delicate or 
noble mechanic Arts; which furniſh Mankind 
with numberleſs Conveniences, both of Ornament 
and Delight.—In ſhort; this is the prodigious Bal- 
laſt, which compoſes the Equilibriam and 
conſtitutes the Stability of Things: this, the great 
Chain, which forms the Connections of univerſal 
Nature; and the mighty Engine, which prompts, 
facilitates, and in good meaſure, accompliſhes all 
her Operations. What complicated Effects, from 
a /ingle Cauſe* ! What Profuſion, amidſt Frugal: 
ty! Anunknown Profuſion of Benefits, with the 
utmoſt Frugality of Expenſe ! 1E 
And what is this Attraction? Is it a Quality, 
in it's Exiſtence, inſeparable from Matter; and, in 
it's Acting, independant on the DEITY Que 
See another remarkable Inſtance of this Kind, in the Refle Aion on 


4 Flower- Garden, — together with a fine Obſervation, quoted in the cor- 
reſponding Note. 
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the reverſe. It is the very Finger of God: the 
conſtant Impreſſion of Divine Power: a Principle, 
neither innate in Matter, nor intelligible by Mor- 
tals —Does it not, however, bear a conſiderable 
Analogy to the Agency of the HOLY GHOST, 
in the Chriſtian CEconomy ? Are not the gracious 
Operations of the Bleſſed Spirit, thus exten/rve, 
thus admirable, thus various That Almighty 
Being tranſmits his Gifts, through every Age ; 
and communicates his Graces, to every Adherent 
on the Redeemer. All, either of illuſtrious Me- 
memory, or of beneficial Tendency; in a Word, 
all the Good that is done _ n He doth 
* 1t himſelf.“ Strong in /zs Aid, and in the 
Power of his Might, the Saints of all Times, have 
trod Vice under their Feet; have triumphed over 
this abject World; and converſed in Heaven, 
while they dwelt on Earth. Not 7, but the Grace 
of GOD which was with me*, is the unanimous 
Acknowledgment of them all. By the ſame kind- 
ly Succours, the whole Church is ſtill enltghtened, 
quickened, and governed. Through his benign 
Influences, the Scales of Ignorance, fall from the 
Underſtanding ; the Leproſy of evil Concupi- 
ſcence, is purged from the Will; and the Fetters, 
the more than adamantine Fetters of habitual Ini- 
quity, drop off from the Converſation. He 
breathes even upon dry Bones tf, and they live: 
they are animated with Faith ; they pant with ar- 
dent and heavenly Deſire; they exerciſe themſelves 
in all the Duties of Godlineſs.—His real, though 
ſecret, Inſpiration, diſſolves the Flint in the im- 


penitent 


* 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


I See that beautiful Piece of ſacred and allegorical Imagery diſplayed, 
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nitent Breaſt ; and binds. up the Sorrows of the 
Fonke Meare Raiſes the Thoughts high, in the 
Elevations of holy Hope; yet lays them low, in 
the Humiliations of inward Abaſement. Steel; 
the Soul with impenetrable Reſolution, and per- 
ſevering Fortitude; at the ſame time, /oftens it in- 
to a Dove-like Meekneſs, and melts it in peneten- 
tial Sorrow. 3 An. 
When I contemplate thoſe ample and magnifi- 
cent Structures, erected over all the ætherial 
Plains: When Ilook upon them as ſo many ſplendid 
Repoſitories of Light, or fruitful Abodes of Life — 
When 1 remember, that their may be other Orbs, 
vaſtly more remote than thoſe which appear io 
our unaided Sight; Orbs whoſe Effulgence, though 
travelling ever ſince the Creation, is not yet arri- 
ved upon our Coaſts“. - When I ſtretch my 
Thoughts to the innumerable Orders of Being, 
which inhabit all thoſe ſpacious Syltems; from the 
loſtieſt Seraph, to the loweſt Reptile ; from the 
Armies of Angels, which ſurround the Throne of 
| bird molt al Jehovah; 


If this Conjefture (which has no leſs a Perſon than the celebrated 
Mr. Huygens for it's Author) concerning unſeen Stars, be ttue—lIf, to 
this Obſervation, be added, what is affirined by our ſkilful Aſtronomers ; 
that the Motion of the Rays of Light is ſo ſurpriſingly ſwift, as to pals 
through ten Millions of Miles in a {fingle Minute— How valt ? beyond 
Imagination vaſt and unmeaſurable, are the Spaces of the Univerſe !-— 
While the Mind is diſtended with the grand Idea or father, while ſhe 
is diſpatching her ableſt Powers of piercing Judgment, and excurſive Fancy; 
and finds them all drop ſhort ; all baffled by the amazing Subjett: Permit 
me to apply that ſpirited Exclamation, and noble Remark—  _ : 


Say, proud Arch, 
Built with Divine Ambition; in Diſdain 
Of Limit Built; built in the Taſte of Heav'n ! 


+ . Vaſt Concave! Ample Dome! Walt thou deſiga , 5, 


A meet Apartment for the Derry? | 


Not ſo: That Thought-alone 1 State impairs : 


Thy Lofty ſinks ; and ſhallows thy Profound ; | 
And ſtreightent thy Difufive,m Night-Thoughts, No. IX. 


JJC 
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ehovah ; to the puny Nations, which tinge with 
luethe Surface ofthe Plum“, or mantle the ſtand. 
ing Pool with Green: How various appear the 
Links in this immenſe Chain ! How vaſt the 
Gradations, in this univerſal Scale of Exiſtence! 
Yet all theſe, though ever ſo vaſt and various, are 
the Work of God's Hand, and are full ofthis Preſence. 

He rounded in his Palm thoſe dreadfully large 
Globes, which are pendelous in the Vault of Heaven. 
He kendled thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright Fires, which 
fill the Firmament with a Flood of Glory. By him 
they are ſuſpended in fluid Ather, and cannot be 
Shaken By Him they diſpenſe a perpetual Tide of 
Beams, and are never exhauſted. He formed, with 
PINE Nicety, that delicately fine Collection 
of Tubes ; that unknown Multiplicity of ſubtile 


Even the b/ue Down the purple Plum ſurrounds, 

A living World, thy failing Sight confounds, 

To HIM a peopled Habitation ſhows, © ' . 

Where Millions taſte the Bounty Gon beſtows. io T3 

15 See a beautiful and inſtructive Poem ſtiled -D E v. 

+ There are living Creatures, abundanily ſmaller than the Mite. Mr. 
Bradley, in his Treatife on Gardening, mentions an Inſect, which, after 
accurate Examination, he found io be a Thouſand times les than the 
laſt viſible Grain of Sand. Yet ſuch an Inſett, though quite impercep- 
tible to the naked Eye, is an Eliphant, is a Whale, 'compared with other 
Animalcules almoſt infinitely more minute, iſcovered by Mr. Leuenko- 
eck. If we confider the ſeveral Limbs, which compoſe tuch an organized 
Particle: The different Muſcles, which actuate ſuch a ſet of Limbs : The 
Flow of Spirits, incomparably more aitenuated, which put.thoſe Muſcles 
in Motion: The various Fluids, Which circulate : The different Secre- 
tions, which are perfotmed: Together with the. peculiar. Minuteneſs of 
the Solids, befors they arrive at their full Growth 3 Not to mention other 
more aſtoniſhing Modes of Dimination ;—Sure, we ſhall: have * 

aui ene Mitts 3 CN 1-3en 1 on 
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In all theſe is a fignal Exfibition of creating 
Power, to all theſe, are extended, the ſpecial Re- 
gards of preſerving e From hence, let me 
learn to rely on the Providence, and to revere the 
Preſence of the Supreme Majeſty. CEO] 

To rely on his Providence. — For, amidſt that 
inconceivable Number and variety of Beings, 
which ſwarm through the Regions of Creation, 
not one is overlooked, not one is neglected, by 
the great omnipotent Cauſe of all. However in- 
conſiderable in it's Charactor, or diminutive in it's 
Size, it is ſtill the Production of the univerſal Ma- 
ker, and belongs to the Family of the Almighty 
Father. — What? Though inthroned Archangels, 


enjoy the Smiles of his Countenance / Yet, the low 
hen of Earth, the moſt deſpicable Worms 


of the Ground, are not excluded from his provi- 
dential Care. Though the Manifeſtation of his 
Perfections, is vouchſafed to holy and intellectual 
Eſſences; his Ear is open, to the Cries of the 
young Raven. His Eye is attentive, to the Wants, 
and to the Welfare, of the very meaneſt Births of 
Nature. How much leſs then, are his own People 
diſregarded? Thoſe, for whom He has delivered 
his beloved Son to Death, and for whom He has 
prepared Habitations of eternal Joy. They diſre- 
garded ! No. they are © kept as the Apple of an 
* Eye.” The very Hairs of their Head are all num- 
bered. The fondef Mother may forget the Infant, 
that is dandled upon her Knees,” and ſucks at 
her Breaſt* ; much ſooner than the Father of ever- 

laſting 


Reaſon to acknowledge, that the adored Maker is—MaAx1Mus ix Mul- 
NIMUS : greatly glorious even in his ſmalleſt Works. 

Va. xlix. 13. Can 4 Woman forget her ſucking Child, that ſſe 

| not have Compaſſion on the Son of her Womb ? Yea, they may for- 

get ; 
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laſting Compaſſions can diſcontinue, or remit, his 
watchful] Tenderneſs to his People—his Children 

—his Heirs. | TER 
Let this teach mealſo a more lively ſenſe of the 
Divine Preſence.— All the rolling Worlds above; 
all the living Atoms below; together with all the 
Beings that intervene, betwixt theſe wide Ex- 
tremes ; are Vouchers for an ever-preſent Deity. 
« GOD has not left Himſelf © without Witnets.® 
The Marks of his Footſteps are evident in every 
Place, and the Touches of his Finger diſtinguiſha- 
ble in every Creature. © Thy Name is ſo nigh, O 
© Thouall-lupporting, all- informing LORD; and 
| | g G * that 


get: thee, How delicate and expreſſive are the Images, in this charm- 
ing Scripture ! How full of Beauty, if beheld in a critical, how rich with 
Conſolation, if conſidered in a believing, View !—Can a Woman ? One 
of the ſofter Sex; whoſe nature is moſt impreſſible, and whoſe Paſſions 
are remarkably tender Can ſuch a one, not barely diſregard, but intire- 
ly forget ; not ſuſpend her Care for a while, but utterly eraſe the very 
Memory —Of her Child ; her own Child, not another's; a Child, that 
was formed in her Womb, and is a Part of herſelf ? Her Son ; the more 
important, and therefore more defirable Species; to whom it peculiarly 
belongs to preſerve the Name, and build up the Family—Her only Son > 
for the Word is ſingular; and refers to a Caſe, where the Offspring, not 
being numerous, but centred in a ſingle Birth, muſt be productive of the 
ſondeſt Endearment— Can ſhe diveſt herſelf of all Concern for ſuch a 
Child ; not when he is grown up to Maturity, or gone abroad from her 
Houſe; but, While he continues in an infantile State, and muſt owe his 
whole Safety to her kind Attendance ; while he lies in her Bolom, reſts | 
on her Arm, and even ſucks at her Breaſt ) —Eſpecially, if the poor in- 
nocent be racked with Pain, or ſeized by ſome ſevere Afflittion; and ſo 
become an Object of Compaſſion, as well as of Love. Cau the hear it's 
piercing Cries 3 can ſhe fee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs under it's Miſery 3 
and feel no Emotions of parental Pity ?—If one ſuch Monſter of Inhuma- 
nity might be found; could all (here the Prophet, to give Ins Compari- 
ſon the utmoſt Energy, changes the ſingular Number into the 2 
could al! Mothers be ſo degenerate e This, ſure, cannot be ſuſpetted, 
need not be feared. Much leſs need the true Believer be apprehenſive of 
the Failure of my Kindneſs, An univerſal Extinttion of thoſe ſtrongeſt 
Aﬀections of Nature, is a more ſuppoſeable Caſe: than that I ſhould ever 
"= 


be unmindful of my People; or regardleſs: of their Iatereſs. 
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In all theſe is a fignal Exhibition. of creating 
Power ; to all theſe, are extended, the ſpecial Re- 
gards of preſerving F. e From hence, let me 
learn to rely on the Providence, and to revere the 

Preſence 4 the Supreme Majeſty. 
To rely on his Provdence.—For, amidſt that 
inconceivable Number and variety of Beings, 
which ſwarm through the Regions of Creation, 
not one is overtbole, not one is neglected, by 
the great omnipotent Cauſe of all. However in- 
conſiderable in it's Charactor, or diminutive in its 
Size, it is ſtill the Production of the univerſal Ma- 
ker, and belongs to the Family of the Al mighty 
Father. — What? Though inthroned Archangels, 
enjoy the Smiles of his Countenance / Yet, the low 
N of Earth, the moſt deſpicable Worms 
of the Ground, are not excluded from his provi- 
dential Care. Though the Manifeſtation of his 
Perfections, is vouchſafed to holy and intellectual 
Eſſences; his Ear is open, to the Cries of the 
young Raven. His Eye is attentive, to the Wants, 
and to the Welfare, of the very meaneſt Births of 
Nature. How much leſs then, are his own People 
diſregarded? Thoſe, for whom He has delivered 
his beloved Son to Death, and for whom He has 
prepared Habitations of eternal Joy. They diſre- 
garded ! No. they are © kept as the Apple of an 
* Eye.” The very Hairs of their Head are all num- 
bered. The fondeſt Mother may forget the Infant, 
that is dandled upon her Knees,” and ſucks at 
her Breaſt* ; much ſooner than the Father of ever- 
laſting 


Reaſon to acknowledge, that the adored Maker is—MaAx1MUs ix Mi- 

NIMUS : greatly glorious even in his ſmalleſt Works. 
* 1ſa. xlix. 13. Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, that ſie 
Nauld not have Compaſſion on the Son of her Womb f Yea, they may for- 
Ml | get ; 
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laſting Compaſſions can diſcontinue, or remit, his 
watchful Tenderneſs to his People his Children 

—his Heirs. | 
Let this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the 
Divine Preſence, —All the rolling Worlds above; 
all the living Atoms below; together with all the 
Beings that intervene, betwixt theſe wide Ex- 
tremes ; are Vouchers for an ever-preſent Deity. 
* GOD has not left Himſelf © without Witness.“ 
The Marks of his Footlleps are evident in every 
Place, and the Touches of his Finger diſtinguiſha- 
ble in every Creature.“ IR Name ts ſo nigh, O 
© Thou all- ſupporting, all- informing LORD; and 
g G * that 


£52 ; thee, How delicate and expreſſive are the Images, in this charm- 
ing Scripture ! How full of Beauty, if beheld in a critical, how rich with 
Conſolation, if conſidered in a believing, View !—Can a Woman ? One 
of the ſofter Sex; whole nature is moſt impreſſible, and whoſe Paſſions 
are remarkably tender—Can ſuch a one, not barely diſregard, but intire- 
ly forget ; not ſuſpend her Care for a while, but utterly eraſe the very 
Memory—Of her Child ; her own Child, not another's; a Child, that 
was formed in her Womb, and is a Part of herſelf ? - Her Son; the more 
important, and therefore more defirable Species; to whom it peculiarly 
belongs to preſerve the Name, and build up the Family — Her only Son 
for the Word is ſingular; and refers to a Caſe, where the Offspring, not 
being numerous, but centred in a ſingle Birth, muſt be productive of the 
ſondeſt Endearment— Can ſhe diveſt herſelf of all Concern for ſuch a 
Child ; not when he is grown up to Maturity, or gone abroad from her 
Houſe ; but, while he continues in ai infantile State, and muſt owe his 


whole Safety to her kind Attendance ; while he hes in her Boſom, refts 
on her Arm, and even ſucks at her Breaſt ?—Eſpectally, if the poor in- 


nocent be racked with Pain, or ſeized by ſome ſevere Afflittion; and ſo 
become an Object of Compaſſion, as well as of Love. Cay the hear it's 
piercing Cries ; can ſhe fee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs under it's Miſery 


and feel no Emotions of parental Pity If one ſuch Monſter of Inhuma- 


nity might be found; could all (here the Prophet, to give his Compari- 
ſon the utmoſt Energy, changes the ſingular Number into the 2 
could al! Mothers be ſo degenerate e This, ſure, cannot be ſuſpetted, 
need not be feared. Much leſs need the true Believer be apprehenſive of 
the Failure of my Kindneſs. An univerſal Extinttion of foſe ſtrongeſt 


Aﬀections of Nature, is a more ſuppoſcable Caſe: than that I ſhould ever 


be unmindful of my People, or regardleſs of their Iatereils. 


| 
| 
| 
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* that do thy wondrous Works declare*. Thy 


* Goodneſs warms in the Morning Sun, and re- 
* freſhes in the Evening ,Breeze, Thy Glory 
* ſhines in the Lamps of Midnight, and ſmiles in 
* the Bloſſoms of Spring. We ſee a Trace of thy 
* incomprehenſ:ble Grandeur, in the .boundleſ; 
« Extent of Things; and a Sketch of thy exquiſite 
« Skill, inthofe almoſt evane/cent Sparks of Life, 
* the Inſect Race.” How ſtupid is this Heart of 
mine, that, amidſt ſuch a Multitude of Remem- 
brancers, N on every Side, I ſhould for- 
get Thee a ſingle Moment ! Grant me, Thou 
great I AM; Thou Source, and Support, of uni- 
verſal Exiſtence—O ! grant me an enlightened 
Eye, to diſcern Thee in every Object; and a de- 
vout Heart, to adore Thee on every Occaſion, 
Inſtead of living without GOD in the World; 


may I be ever with Him, and ſee all Things full 


of Him! | 
Ie glult'ring Stars, 

By the deep Ear of Meditation heard, 

Sill in their Midnight Watches fing of HIM. 
He nods a Calm, The Tempefl blows his Wrath, 
The Thunder is his Voice; and the red Flaſh 
His ſpeedy Sword of Juſtice. At has Touch 
The Moun Ferns amis He ſhakes the ſolid Earth, 
And rocks the Nations. Nor in theſe alone, 

In ev'ry common Inſtance GOD ts ſeen. 
| THOMSON's Spreng, 
If the beautiful Spangles, which a clear Night 
pours'on the Beholder's Eye : if thoſe other Fires, 
which beam in remoter Skies; and are difcovera- 
ble only by, that Revelation to the Sight, the Te- 
leſcope : if all thoſe bright Millions, are ſo many 
| Y FFF 
® Pſal. Ixxv. 2. | 
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Fountains of Day ; enriched with native and inde- 
pendent Luſtre; illuminating Planets, and enlive- 
ning Syſtems of their own*: What Pomp, how 
majeſtic and ſplendid, 1s diſcloſed in the Midnight 


Scene! What R:ches are diſſeminated, through all 


thoſe numberlefs Provinces of the great JEHO- 
VAH's Empire! Grandeur beyond Expreſſion !— 
Yet, there is not the meaneſt Slave, _ carries 
greater Wealth in his own Boſom, poſſeſſes 4 oe 
rior Dignity in his own Perlon. The Soul, that 


informs his Clay ;—the Soul that teaches him to 


think, and enables him to chooſe; that qualifies 
him to reliſh rationel Pleaſure, and to breathe ſub- 
lime Deſire ; —the Soul, that is endowed with 
ſuch noble Faculties; and, above all, is diſtin» 
guiſhed with the dreadful, the glorious Capacity, 
of being pained, or bleſſed for ever—this Soul 
ſurpaſſes in Worth, whatever the Eye can ſee ; 
whatever, of material, the Fancy can imagine. 
Before one ſuch intellectual Being, all the Nes 
ſure, and all the Magnificence of unintelligent 


Creation, becomes poor and contemptible 4. 


| "<< Gs 8 For 


* Conſult with Reaſon, Reaſon will Reply, 
Each lucid Point, which glows in ho! Sky, 
Informs a Syſtem in the boundleſs Space, 
And fills, with Glory, it's appointed Place: 
With Beams unborrow'd, brightens other Skiet, | 
And worlds, to thee unknown, with Heat and Life ſupplies, 
The Intverye. 
+ In thes reſpect, as veſted with ſuch Capacities, the Soul even of fal- 
len Men, has an inqueſtionable Greatneſs and Dignity ; ts majeſtic, tho? 


| en Ruin . 


} I beg Leave to tranſccibe a pertinent Paſſage, from that celebrated 
Maſter of Reaſon, and univerſal Literature, Dr. Bentley ; whom no one 
can be tempted to. ſuſpett, either tinttured with Enthuſiaſm, or warped 
to bigotry.— . If we conſider, ſays he, the Dignity of an intelligent Be- 


ing, and put that in the Scale againſt Brute and inanimate Matter, we 


© may affirm, without overvaluing human Nature, that the Soul of one 
| virtuous 
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For this Soul, Omnipotence itſelf has waked, and 
worked, through every Age. To convince this 
Soul, the fundemental Laws of Nature have been 
controuled ; and the moſt amazing Miracles, have 
alarmed all the Ends of the Earth. To 2n- 
firutt this Soul, the Wiſdom of Heaven has been 
transfuſed into the ſacred Page; and Miſſionaries 
have been ſent from the Great King, who reſides 
25 this Soul, 
the Almighty Comforter takes the Wings of a 
Dove; and, with a ſweet transforming * wot 
broods on the human Heart. And O] to redeem 
this Soul from Guilt ; to reſcue it from Hell ; the 
Hea en of Heavens was bowed, and GOD himſelf 
came down to dwell in Duſt. 
Let me pauſe, a while upon this important Sub- 
ject.— What are the Schemes, which engage the 
Attention of eminent Stateſmen, and mighty Mo- 
narchs, compared with the grand Intereſts of an 
immortal Soul? The Support of Commerce, and 
the Succeſs of Armies, though extremely veighty 
Affairs; yet, if laid in the Ballance againſt the 
Salvation of a Soul, are lighter than the downy 
Feather, poiſed againſt Talents of Gold. To fave 
a Navy from Shrpwreck, or a Kingdom from Sla- 
very, are Deliverances of the moſt momentous 
Nature, which the Tranſactions of Mortality can 
admit. But O! how they ſhrink into an inconſide- 
rable Trifle, if (their Aſpect upon immortality for 
got) they are ſet in Competition with the Delivery 
of a ſingle Soul, from the Anguiſh and Horrors of 
a diſtreſſed Eternity* ! SITE EE ii 
“ virtuous and religious Man is of greater Worth and Excellency, chan 
& the Sun, and his Planets, and all the Stars in the World,” 
7 | See his Sermons at Boyle's Lett, No. 8, 
Not all yon Luminaries quench'd:4t ore 2, 
Mere half ſo lad, as one þenighted Mind. Which 


, 
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ls ſuch the ee of the Soul! What VE 


lence then can be too much,; or rather what ho. 
y Solicitude can be ſuffictent ; for the Overſeers 
of the Saviour's Flock, and the Guardians of this 
great, this venerable, this invaluable Charge? 
Since, ſuch, 1s the Importance of the Soul; wilt 
thou not, O Man, be watchful for the Preſervation 
of thy own? Shall every caſual Incident, awaken 
thy Concern; every tranſitory toy, command thy 
Regard ? And ſhall the Welfare of thy Soul, a 
Work of continual Occurence ; a Work of endleſs 
Conlequence ; ſue, 1n vain, for thy ſerious Care ? 
— Thy Soul, thy Sovl, is thy All. If this be /c- 
cured, thou art greatly rich and wilt be unſpeak- 
ably happy. If this be 4%, a whole World ac- 
quired, will leave the in Poverty; and all it's De- 
lights enjoyed, will abandon the to Miſery. | 

IT have often been charmed, and awed, at the 
Sight of the nocturnal Heavens; even before I 


knew how to conſider them, in their proper Cir- 


cumſtances of Majeſty and Beauty. Something, 
like Magic, has frud my Mind, on a tranſient 
and unthinking Survey of the ætherial Vault; tin- 
ged throughout with the pureſt Azure, and deco- 
rated with innumerable ſtarry Lamps. I have 
felt, I now not what, powerful and aggrandizing 
Impulſe; which ſeemed to ſnatch me from the low 
Intanglements of Vanity, and prompted an ardent 
Sigh for ſublimer Objects, Methought, I heard 
even from the ſilent Spheres, a commanding Call, 
to ſpurn the abject Earth, and pant after unſeen 
Delights. —Henceforward, I hope to imbibe more 
copioully, this moral Emanation of the es? 
when, 


Which gropes for Happineſs, and meets Deſpair. | 
- eee. Neght-Thoughts, No, IX. 
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when, in ſome ſuch Manner as the preceding, 
they are rationally ſeen, and the Sight is duly im- 
1 proved. The Stars, I truſt, will teach as well as 
| fine; and help to diſpel, both Nature's Gloom, 
1 and my intellectual Darkneſs. To ſome People, 
. they diſcharge no better a Service, than that of 
holding a Flambeau 10 their Feet, and ſoftening 
the Horrors oftheir Night. Tome and my Friends, 
bil may they act as Miniſters of a ſuperior Order; as 
114 Counſellers of Wiſdom, and Guides to . 
Nor will they fail to execute this nobler Office, if 
they gently light our Way, into the Knowledge 
of their adored Maker; if they point out, with 
their ſilver Rays, our Path to his beatific Preſence, 
I gaze, I ponder, I ponder, I gaze; and think 
ineffable Things.—l roll an Eye of Awe and Ad- 
miration. Again and again I repeat my raviſhed 
Views; and can never Baits either my Curioſity, 
or my Enquiry. I ſpring my Thoughts into 
this immenſe Field, till every Fancy tires upon 
her Wing. Ifind wonders, ever new ; Wonders, 
more and more amazing.—Yet, after all my pre- 
lent Inquiries, what a mere Nothing do I know 
by all my future Searches, how {:7tle ſhall I be 
able to learn; of thoſe vaſtly diſtant Suns, and 
their circling Retinue of Worlds ! Could I pry 
with Newton's piercing Sagacity, or launch into 
his extenſive Surveys: even then, my Apprehen- 
fions would be little better, than thoſe dim and 
ſcanty Images, which the Mole, juſt immerged 
from her Cavern, receives on her feeble Optic.— 
This, fure, ſhould repreſs all impatient or immo- 
derate Ardor to pry into the Secrets of the ſtarry 
Structures; and make me more particularly care. 
ful, to cultivate my Heart, To fathom the Depth 
| Lag 4 
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„of the Divine Eſſence; or to ſcan univerſal 
Nature, with a critical Exactneſs; is an Attempt, 
n MW which ſets the acuteft Philoſopher, very nearly on a 
« W Level with the Ideot. Since it is almoſt, if not al- 
of — as impractible by the former, as by the 
alter. 

Be it, then, my chief Study, not to purſue, 
what is abſolutely unatainable; but rather to ſeek, 
what is obvious to find; eaſy to be acquired; and 
of ineſtimable Advantage, when poffeſſed. O! 
let me ſeek that Charity, which edifieth“; that 


7 


Faith, which purifieth. Love, humble Love, 
not conceited Science, keeps the Door of Heaven. 


Ce. 
ok Faith, a Child-like Fanh in JESUS; not the 
d. haughty ſelf-ſufficient Spirit, which ſcorns to be 


ignorant of any Thing; preſents a Key ＋ to thoſe 
Abodes of Bliſs. —This preſent State, is the Scene 
deſtined to the Exerciſe of Devotion; the inviſible 
World, is the Place appointed for the Enjoyment 
of Knowledge, There, the Dawn of our infantile 


Minds, will be advanced to the Maturity of per- 
fett Day; or rather, there our midnight Shades, 


W : 
be will 
nd * 1 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my Reader, that in this Text g 
DIY in that admirable Chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various other Paſſages 
nto of Scripture ; the Word Charity, ſhould by no means be confined to the 


peculiar Act of Alms-giving, or external Beneficence. It is of a much 
more exalted and extenſiv: Nature, It ſignifies that divinely F Fic canes 


and Grace, which warms the Soul with ſupreme Love io Gop, and inlarges 
ed it with difintereſted Affection for Men. Which renders it the reigning 
8 Care of the Life, and chief Delight of the Heart to promote the Happi- 


neſs of the One, and the Glory of the Other. —Thes, this, is that Chari- 
ty of which ſo many excellent Things are every where ſpoken, Which 
can never be too highly extolled, or too earneſtly coveted, ſince it is 
the Image of God, and the very Spirit of Heaven. | 2 

The Righteouſneſs of CAIsT. This is what MI LTo beautifully 


ſliles; 
— Ie Golden Key, © 255 
That opes the Palace of Eternity, 
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will be brightened into all the Luſtre of Noon, 


There, the Souls which come from the 
School of Faith, and bring with them the Princi- 
ples of Love, will dwell in Light itſelf; will be 
obſcured with no Darkneſs at all; will know, even 
as they are known*.—Such an Acquaintance, 
therefore, do I deſire to form, and to carry on 
ſuch a Correſpondence; with the heavenly Bodies; 
as may ſhed a benign Influence on the Seeds of 
Grace, implanted in my Breaſt. Let the exalted 
Tracts of the Firmament, ſink my Soul into deep 
Humiliation. Let thoſe eternal Fires, kindle in 
my Heart an adoring Gratitude, to their Almighty 
Sovereign. Let yonder ponderous and enormous 
Globes, which reſt on his ſuppporting Arm; teach 
me an unſhaken Afiance, in their incarnate Ma- 
ker. Then ſhall I be—lf not wile as the Aſtro- 
nimical Adept, yet WISE UN TO SAL VATION. 
Having now walked and worſhipped, in this 
untverſal Temple, that is arched with Skies; em- 
blaned with Stars; and extended even to Im- 
menſity Having caſt an Eye, like the enraptured 
Patriarch F; an Eye of Reaſon and Devotion, 
through the magnificent Scene. With the former, 
having diſcovered an Infinitude of Worlds; and 
with the latter, having met the Deity in every 
View—Having beheld, as Moſes in the flaming 
Buh, a Glimpſe of JEHOVANH's Excellencies ! 
reflected from the ſeveral Planets, and ſtreaming 
from Myriads of celeſtial Luminaries—= Having 
read various Leſſons in that ſtupendous Boot of 
Miſdom , where unmeaſurable Sheets of Azure 
compoſe 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. 1 Gen. xv, 5. - 605 
Por Heaven 


Is as the Book of Gop before thee ſet, | 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works,oomeM1LT, 
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compoſe the Page; and Orbs of Radiance write, 
in everlaſting Charatters, a Comment on our Creed. 
— What remains, but-that I cloſe the midnight 
Solemnity, as our LORD concluded his grand Sa- 
—— Inſtitution with a Song of Pratſe? 
And behold a Hymn, ſuited to the ſublime Occaſi- 
on; indited by* Inſpiration itſelf; transferred in- 
to our Language, by + one of the happieſt Efferts 
ol human Ingenuity. gH | 
The ſpacious Firmament on high, 
With all the blue atherial Shy, 
And ſpangled Heav'ns, a ſhining Frame, 
- Thetr great Original proclaim : 
Th unweary'd Sun from Day to Day, 
' Dves his Creator's Pow'r Dypray 3 
Aud publiſhes, to ev'ry Land, 
The Work of an Almighty Hand. 
Soon as the Ev'ning Shades prevaal, 
The Moon takes up the wondrous Tale ; 
And nag htly, to the liſt'ning Earth, 
by 75 the Story of her Birth 
Mile all the Stars, that round her burn, 
And all the Planets in their Turn, 
Confirm the Tidings as they roll, 
And ſpread the Truth from Pole to Pole. 
Mat though, in ſolemn Silence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial Ball ? 
What though, nor real Vorce nor Sound 
Amid their radiant Orbs be found ? © 
In Reaſon's Ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth « glorious Voice, 
For ever finging, as they ſhine, 
The Hand that made Us is Divine. 
* Pſal. xix. 7 Appisox, Seck. Vol, VI. No. 4635. 
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7HIs true, in the delightful Seaſons HITS Ten- 
derneſs and His Love, are moſt eminently 
diſplayed.—In the vernal Months, all is Beauty to 
the Eye, and Muſic to the Ear. Ihe Clouds drop 
Fatneſs; the Air ſoftens into Balm; and Flowers, 
in rich Abundance, ſpring where-ever we tread, 
bloom wherever we look.—Amidſt the burnin 
Heats of Summer, HE expands the Leaves, 450 
thickens the Shades, He ſpreads the cooling Ar- 
bor, to receive Us; and Ales the gentle Breeze, 
to ſan Us. The Moſs ſwells into a Couch, for the 
Repoſe of our Bodies; while the Rivulet ſoftly 
rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to ſooth our Imagi- 
nation. In Autumn, HIS Bounty covers the 
Fields, with a Profuſion of nutrimental Treaſure; 
and bends the Boughs, vith Loads of delicious 
Fruit. He furniſhes his hoſpitable Board with 
reſent Plenty, and prepares a copious Mugazihe 
for future Wants,—But, is it only in theſe ſmiling 
Periods of the Year,. that GOD, the all-gracious 
GOD is feen ? Has Hinter, ſtern Winter, no To- 
kens of his Preſence? ves: All Things are elo- 
quent of his Praiſe. His way is in the 8 
0 | oC63>bkcs De . 
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wind.“ Storms and Tempeſts fulfil his Word, and 
extol his Power. Even piercing Froſts bear Witneſs 
tac his Goodneſs; while they bid the ſhivering Na- 
tions, tremble at his Wrath. —Be Winter then, for 
a while, our Theme“. Perhaps; thoſe barren 
Scenes, may be fruz!ful.of Intell-Qual Improve- 
ment. Perhaps, that rigorous Cold, which binds 
the Earth in Icy Chains ; may lerve to inlarge our 
Hearts; and warm them with holy Love. 
See! how the Day is ſhortened /— The Sun, de- 
tained in fairer Climes, or engaged in more agreea- 
ble Services, riſes, like an unwilling Viſitant, with 
tardy and reluctant Steps. He walks, with a ſhy 
Indifference, along the Edges of a Southern Sky; 
gaſting an oblique Glance, he juſt looks upon 
our dejected World; and ſcarcely ſcatters Light, 
through the thick Air. Dim is ith Appearance; 
lapguid are his Gleams, While he continues, Or, 
rb chance to wear a brighter Aſpe&, and a cloud- 
els Brow; yet, like the Young and Gay in the 
Houſe of Mournin „he ſeems uneaſy, till He 1s 
gone: 45 1n, Haſte oy, = any he Him gans 
Why ſhould we with for his longer Stay; hnce 
He can ſhew us nothing, but the Creation in Dil; 
treſs ? The flowery. Families lie Dead, and the 
tunel 
ſtript of their Verdure, and laſhed by Storms; 
ſpread their naked Arms to the enraged and relent- 


A, Sketch of this Nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite different from 
he Subject of the Book; and, I cannot but declare, was as far diſtant 
E88 che Thoughts of che Author. But, the Deſire of ſeveral Acquain- 


tance; together with an Intimation of it's Uſefulneſs, by a very polite. 


Letter from an unknown Hand, preyailed with me to add a few delcrip- 
tive Touches, and improving Hints, on what is ſo often N in thoje 


Northern Regions. I hope, the Altempi I liave made to oblige theſo 


Gentemen, will obtain che. Approbation, or at leaſt the Excufe, of my. 


ether Readers, 
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leſs Heavens. Fragrance no Tonger-floates in the 
Air ; but chilling Damps hover, or cutting Gales 
blow. Nature diveſted of all her beautiful Robes, 
fits, like a forlorn diſconſolate Widow, in her 
Weeds. While Winds, in doleful Accents, howl; 
and Rains, in repeated Showers, weep. | 
We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy Depar- 
ture of the Day. When the Room is hung with 


Funeral Black, and diſmal Objects are all around; 


who would deſire to have the g/immerimng Taper kept 
alive? Which can only diſcover Spectacles of 
Sorrow; can only make the Horror viſfible. And, 
ſince this mortal Life is little better than a conti- 
nua] Conflict with Sin, or an unremited Struggle 
with Miſery; is it not a gracious Ordination, 
which has reduced our Age to a Span ? Fourſcore 
Years of Trial, for the Virtuous, are 5 | 


long; and more than ſuch a Term to the Wicked, 


would render them beyond all Meaſure Vile. 
Our Way to the Kingdom of Heaven, lies through 


Tribulations. Shall we then accuſe, ſhall we not 
rather bleſs, the Providence, which has made the 
Paſſage ſhort ? Soon, ſooa we croſs the Vale of 
Tears; and then arrive on the happy Hills, 
where Light for ever ſhines, where Joy {or ever 
Smiles. | | 39 Ot 73303 
Sometimes, the Day is rendered ſhorter ſtill; is 
almoſt blotted out from the Year*. The Vapours 
gather; they thicken into an impenetrable Gloom; 
and obſcure the Face of the Sky. At length, the 
Rains deſcend. The Sluices of the Firmament 
21: opened; and the low-hung Clouds pour their 
congregazed Stores. Copious and unintermitted, 
stil! they pour; and ſtill are unexhauſted. The 
Waters drop inceſſantly from the Eaves, and ruſh 
in 
* Involvere Diem Nimbi and Nox kumida Czlum Abſlulit=V 1RG, 
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in rapid Streams from the Spouts. They roar a- 
long the chanelled Pavements, and ſtand in foul 
Shajlows amidſt the Village-Streets. Now, if the 
inattentive Eye, or negligent Hand, has left the 
Roof but ſcantily ee the inſinuating Ele- 
ment finds it's Way into every Flaw, and oozing 
through the Ceiling, at once upbraids and chaſti- 
ſes the careleſs Inhabitant. The Ploughman ſock- 
ed to the Skin, leaves his half-tilled Acre. The 
poor Poultrey, dripping with Wet, croud into 


Shelter. The Tenants of the Bough fold up their 


Wings, afraid to launch into the ſtreaming Air. 


The Beaſts, joyleſs and diſpirited, ruminate un- 
der their Sheds. The Roads ſwim, andthe Brooks: © | 
ſwell. —The River, amidſt all this watry Ferment, 
long contained itſelf within it's appointed Bounds, 
But, ſwollen by innumerable Currents; and rou- 


ſed, at laſt, into uncoutroulable * e over 


it's Banks; ſhoots into the Plain; bears down all 


Oppoſition ; ſpreads itſelf far and wide; and bu- 


ries the Meadow under a brown, {luggiſh, ſoaking 
Deluge. c 2 

Ho happy for Man, that this Inundation comes 
when there are no flowery Crops in the Valley, 


to be overwhelmed; no Fields ae nr with 


* . 0 
* 


Corn, to be laid waſte! At fuch a Junfture, it 
-would have been Ruin to the Huſbandman and his 


Family: but, thus timed, it yeilds Manwre for his 


Ground, and promifes Him Riches in Reverſion. 


Ho often, and how long, has the Divine Ma- 
joſty bore with the moſt injurious Affronts from 
Sinners! His Goodneſs triumphed over their Per- 


%- 


* 
1 
4 | 


* 


verſneſs, and graciouſſꝝ refuſad to be exaſ perated. 
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But, O peeſumpiioue Creatures, multiply no long- 
er your, rOVocations. Urge not, by repeated Ini. 


r the Almguy Arm to ſtrike; leaſt his 


Long-ſuffering ceale,. and his fierce Anger break 
forth; break forth like a Flood. of Waters*,, and 
1 weep you away, into irrecoverable and everlaſt- 


ing Perdition. 


How mighty! how majeſtic! and O! how myſte- 
rious are thy Works, Thou GOD .of Heaven, 
and Lord of Nature! When the Air is Calm, 
where ſleep the ſcormy Winds? In what Cham- 
bers are they repoſed, or in What Dungeons con- 
fined! Till Thou art pleaſed to awaken their Rage, 
and throw open their Priſon- Doors. Then, with 
Irreſiſtible Impetuoſity they fly forth, ſcattering 


Dread, and menacing Deſtruction. 


The Atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumul- 


tuous Confuſion. The Aereal Torrent burſts it's 
Way over Mountains. Seas, and Continents. AH 
Things feel the dreadful Shock. All Things trem- 
ble before the furious Blaſt, The Foreſt, vexed, 
and tore, groans under the Scourge. Her ſtux- 
dy Sons are ſtrained: to the very Root, and almoſt 
ſweep the Soil, they were wont to ſhade. The 
ſtubborn Oak, that diſdains to bend, is daſhed 
keadlong to the Ground; and with ſhaftered Arnis 
with proſtrate Trunk, blocks the Road. — While 
the flexile Reed, that ſprings up in the Marſh, 
yeilding to the Guſt (asthe meek and pliant Feth 


per to Injuries ; or the Tefigned and patient..Spizkt: 


tio Misfortunes ; ) eludes the Force of the Storm, 


and ſurvives amidſt the wide ſpread Havock k 
For a Moment, the turbulent and outrageous: 


Sky, ſeems to be aſſwaged : but, it intermits its 
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Wrath, only to increaſe. it's Strength. Soon, the 


ors od bribes ofthe Air return to the At- 
tack, and renew their Ravages with redoubled Fu- 
ry. The ſtately Dome rocks, amidſt the wh--*ng 
Clouds. The impregnible Tower totters on it's 
Baſis; and threatens to overwhelm, whom it was 
intended to protect. The ragged Rock is rent in 
Pieces“; and even the Hills, fe perpetual Hills, 
on their deep Foundations, arè ſcarcely ſecure.— 
Where, now is the place of Safety? When the Ci- 
ty reels, and Houſes become Heaps ! Sleep af- 
frighted flies. Diverſion is turned into Horror, 
All is Uproar in the Element; all is Conſternati- 
on among Mortals; and nothing, but one wide 
Scene of rueful Devaſtation, through the Land.— 
Yet, this is only an zu % Miniſter of divine 
Diſpleaſure. The, Executioner of milder In- 
dignation. How then. O! how will the lofty 


Lovks of Man be humbled, and the Haughtineſs of 


Man be be bowed down + ; when the LORD GOD 
Omnipotent ſhall med:tateFerror—when He ſhall 
ſet all his Terrors e He ariſes, to 
judge the Nations, and to ſhake terribly the Earth. 

"The Octans ſwells with tremendous Commori- 
ons. The ponderous Waves are heaved from their 
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© PerGentis trutmalus, ſtravit Pavor——  - > 533 Siber 
One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read Iſaiali, and borrowed his 
Ideas from Chap! . Ver. 11. The kumilis and ſtravit of the one, is 
exactly chrreſpand uh the—tumbl:d—bowed down—vf the other, But, 
in one Circumſtance. ; the Prophet is very much ſuperior to the Poet. 
The Prophet” by givipg a ftriking Contraſt, to his Sentiment, repreſents 
them with uncomparably greater Energy, Ha ſays not, Men in the rols, 
or the hump Heart in general; but Men gf moſt. elated Looks: Heatts 
ig with the moſt arrogant Imaginations. Even theſe ſhall ſtoop from 
their ſypetcilious heights; even theſe ſhall grovel in the Duſt of Abaſe- 
ment, and {hudder with all the Extremes of an abjett Puſillanimity. 
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But, O preſumptious Creatures, multiply no long- 
er your Provocations. Urge not, by repeated Ini. 
quities, the Almighty Arm to ſtrike; leaſt his 
L ng-ſuffering ceaſe, and his fierce Anger break 
forth ; break forth like a Flood. of Waters*,, and 
ſeep you away, into irrecoverable and everlaſt- 
NESTING iT: ne 6; bebawnd; 

How mighty ! how mayeſtic ! and O! how myſte- 
rious are thy Works, Thou GOD of Heaven, 
and Lord of Nature! When the Air is Calm, 
where ſleep the ſtormy Winds? In what Cham- 
bers are they repoſed, or in what Dungeons, con- 
fined! Till Thou art pleaſed to awaken their Rage, 
and throw open their Priſon- Doors. Then, with 
irreſiſtible Impetuoſity they fly forth, ſcattering 
Dread, and menacing Deſtruction. 7 
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The Atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumul- 


tuous Confuſion. The Aereal Torrent burſts it's 
Way over Mountains. Seas, and Continents. AH 
Things feel the dreadful Shock. All Things trem- 


ble before the furious Blaſt, The Foreſt, vexed 
and tore, groans under the Scourge. Her ſtur- 
dy Sons are ſtrained to the very Root, and almoſt 


ſweep the Soil, they were wont to ſhade. _ The 
ſtubborn Oak, that diſdains to bend, is daſhed 
Keadlong to the Ground; and with ſhattered Arms 


with proftrate Trunk, blocks the Road. — While 
the flexile Reed, that ſprings up in the-Marſh, 


veilding to the Guſt (as the meek and pliant Fems, 
per to. Injuries ; or the Tefegned and patient. Spirit. 
to Misfortunes ; ) eludes the Force of the Storm, 
and ſurvives amidſt the wide ſpread Havock . 
For a Moment, the turbulent and outrageous 
Sky, ſeems to be aſſwaged: but, en it's 
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Wrath, only to increaſe.it's Strength. Soon, the 
ſo 1% a beep ten Air return to the At- 


tack, and renew their Ravages with redoubled Fu- 
ry. The ſtately Dome rocks, amidſt the wh--%n; 
Clouds. The impregnible Tower totters on its 
Baſis; and threatens to overwhelm, whom it was 
intended to protect. The ragged Rock is rent in 
Pieces“; and even the Hills, Ne perpetual Hills, 
on their deep Foundations, arè ſcarcely ſecure.— 
Where, now 1s the place of Safety? When the G- 
ty reels, and Houſes become Heaps! Sleep af- 
frighted flies. Diverſion is turned into Horror, 
Allis Uproar in the Element; all is Conſternati- 
on among Mortals; and nothing, but one wide 
Scene of rueful Devaſtation, through the Land. 
Yet, this is only an zuſerior Miniſter of divine 
Diſpleaſure. The Executioner of milder In- 
dignation. How then. O!! how will the lofty 
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Lovks of Man be humbled, and the Haughtineſs of 


Man be be bowed down + ; when the LORD GOD 
Omnipotent ſhall meditate Terror- when He ſhall 
ſet al! his Terrors in Array—when He ariſes, to 
Judge the Nations, and to Aale terribly the Earth. 
The Oceans ſwells with tremendous Commoti- 
ons. The ponderous Waves are heaved from their 
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in one Circumſtance. ; the Prophet is very much ſuperior to the Poet. 
The Prophet” by giving a firiking Contraſt, to his Sentiment, repreſents 
them with wincomparably greater Energy. Ha ſays not, Men in the gro 
or the humep Heart, in general ; but Men Were : Heatts 
big with the moſt arrogant Imaginations. Even theſe ſhall ſtoop from 
their ſupercilious heights ; even theſe ſhall grovel in the Duſt of Abaſe- 
ment, and {hudder with all the Extremes of an abjeti Puſillanimity. 
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capacious Bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfaths- 
mable Deep. Flung into the moſt rapid Agitati- 
on, they ſweep over the Rocks ;' they laſh the lofty 
Cliffs; and toſs themfelves into the Clouds. Na- 
vies are rent from their Anchors'; and, with all 
their enormous Load, are whirled, {ſwift as the 
Arrow, wild as the Winds, along the vaſt Abys. 
Nou, they climb the rolling Mountain; they 
plow the frightful Ridge; and ſeem to ſkim the 
Skies. Anon, they plunge into the opening Gulf; 
they loſe the Sight of Day; and are loſt themſelves, 
to every Eye. How vain is the Pilots Art! How 
impotent the Mariners Strength ! They reel to 
and fro, and ſtagger in the jarring; Hold; or 
chng to the Cordage, while buifiing Seas foam 
over the Deck. Deſparr is in every Face, and 
Death ſits threatning on every Surge. But why, 
O ye aſtoniſhed Marier's, why ſhould you aban- 
don yourſelves to Deſpair ? Is the LORD's: 
Hand ſhortened, becauſe the Waves of the Sea 
rage horribly ? is his Ear deafened, by the roaring 


Thunders, and the bellowing Tempeſt ?. Cry, 


Cry unto HIM, who © holdeth the Winds in his. 


„ Fiſts, and the Waters in the Hollow of his 
* Hand.” HE is all-gracious to hear; and. al- 
mighty, to ſave. If HE command, the Storm ſhall 
be huſhed to Silence: The Billows ſhall ſubſide 
into a Calm: the Lightuings ſhall lay their fiery 
Bolts aſide: and, inſtead of ſinking in a watry 
Grave, you ſhall find yourfelves brought to the 
deſired Haven. 2 
Sometimes, after a joyleſs Day a more diſmal 
Night ſucceeds.—The lazy, louring Vapours had 
wove ſo thick a Veil, as the meridian Sun could 
ſcarcely penetrate. What Gloom then muſt To 
whelm 
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whelm the nocturnal Hours! The Moon with- 
draws her Shining. Not a ſingle Star, is able to 
ſtruggle through the deep Arrangement of Shades. 
All is patchy Darkneſs, without one enlivening 
Ray. How ſolemn! How awful! Tis like the 
Shroud of Nature, or the Return of Chaos. I 
don't wonder, that it is the Parent of Terrors, 
and ſo apt to engender Melancholy.—Lately the 
Tempeſt marked it's rapid Way with M2/cht?f ; 
now, the Night dreſſes her ſilent Pavilion with 
Horror. 
I have ſometimes left the beaming Tapers, with- 
drawn from the ruddy Fire, and plunged into the 
thickeſt of theſe footy Shades; without regretting 
the Change, rather exulting in it as a welcome 
Deliverance. The very Gloom was pleaſing, was 
exhilarating, compared with the Converſation, I 
2 Ihe Speech of my Companions et 
oes it grieve me, that I ſhould even once have 
Occaſion to call them by that Name! was the Lan- 
guage of Darkneſs; was Horror to the Soul, and 
Torture to the Ear.— INeir Teeth were Spears and 
Arrows, and their Tongue a ſharp Sword, to ſtab 
and aſſaſſinate, their Neighbour's Character. Therr 
1 hroat was an oben Sepulchre, gaping to devour 
the Reputation of the Innocent, or tainting the 
Air with their virulent and polluted Breath.— 
Sometimes, their licentious and ungovernable 
Diſcourſe, ſhot Arrows of Profanene/ſs againſt 
Heaven itleif; and, in proud Defiance, chullen— 
ged the Relentment of Omnipotence. Sometimes, 
as if it was the Glory of human Nature, to cheriſh 
the groe Appetites of the Brute; or the Mark 
of a Gentleman, to have ſerved an Apprenticeſhip 
in a Brothel; the ſilthieſt Jeſts of the Stews, (if low 
br 4 Obſcenity 
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capacious Bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfatho- 
mable Deep. Flung into the moſt rapid Agitati- 
on, they ſweep over the Rocks ; they laſh the lofty 
Cliffs; and toſs themſelves into the Clouds. Na- 
vies are rent from their Anchors; and, with all 
their enormous Load, are whirled, {wift as the 
Arrow, wild as the Winds, along the vaſt Abys. 
— Now, they climb the rolling Mountain; they 
plow the frightful Ridge; and ſeem to ſkim the 
Skies. Anon, they plunge into the opening Gulf; 
they loſe the Sight of Day; and are loſt themſelves, 
to every Eye. How vain is the Pilots Art! How 
impotent the Mariners Strength ! They reel to 
and fro, and ſtagger in the jarring; Hold ; or 
cling to the Cordage, while buifting Seas foam 
over the Deck. DPeſparr is in every Face, and 
Death ſits threatning on every Surge. But why, 
O ye aſtoniſt ed Mariner's, why ſhould you aban- 
don yourſelves to Deſpair ? Is the LORD's. 
Hand /hortened, becauſe the Waves of the Sea 
rage horribly ? 1s his Ear deafened, by the roaring 
Thunders, and the bellowing Tempeſt ? Cry, 


Cry unto HIM, who © holdeth the Winds in his 


„ Fiſts, and the Waters in the Hollow of his 
* Hand.” HE is all-gracious to hear; and. al- 
mighty, to ſave. If HE command, the Storm ſhall 
be huſhed to Silence: The Billows ſhall ſubſide 
into a Calm: the Lightuings ſhall lay their fiery 
Bolts aſide: and, inſtead of ſinking in a watry 
Grave, you ſhall find yourſelves brought to the 
deſired Haven. | 
Sometimes, after a joyleſs Day a more diſmal 
Night ſucceeds.—The lazy, louring Vapours had 


wove ſo thick a Veil, as the meridian Sun could 


ſcarcely penetrate. What Gloom then muſt over- 
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whelm the nocturnal Hours! The Moon with- 
draws her Shining. Not a ſingle Star, is able to 
ſtruggle through the deep Arrangement of Shades. 
All is patchy Darkneſs, without one enlivening 
Ray. How ſolemn! How awtul! 'Tis like the 
Shroud of Nature, or the Return of Chaos. I 
don't wonder, that it 18 the Parent of Terrors, 
and ſo apt to engender Melancholy.—Lately the 
Tempeſt marked it's rapid Way with M2/chr?f ; 
now, the Night dreſſes her ſilent Pavilion with 
Horror. 

I have ſomettmes left the beaming Tapers, with- 
drawn from the ruddy Fire, and plunged into the 
thickeſt of theſe ſooty Shades; without regretting 
the Change, rather exulting in it as a welcome 
Deliverance. The very Gloom was pleaſing, was 
exhilarating, compared with the Converſation, I 
quitted. Ihe Speech of my Companions (how 
does it grieve me, that I ſhould even once have 
Occaſion to call them by h Name! was the Lan- 
guage of Darkneſs; was Horror to the Soul, and 
Torture to the Ear. I Heir Teeth were Shears and 
Arrows, and their Tongue a ſharp Sword, to ſtab 
and aſſaſſinate, their Neighbour's Character. The:r 
Throat was an open Sepulchre, gaping to devour 
the Reputation of the Innocent, or tainting the 
Air with their virulent and polluted Breath.— 
Sometimes, their licentious and ungovernable 
Diſcourſe, ſhot Arrows of Profanene/s againſt 
Heaven itſelf; and, in proud Defiance, challen- 
ged the Reſentment of Omnipotence. Sometimes, 
as if it was the Glory of human Nature, to cheriſh 
the gro//ejt Appetites of the Brute; or the Mark 
of a Gentleman, to have ſerved an Apprenticeſhip 


in a Brothel; the lilthieſt Jeſts of the Stews, (if loW 
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Obſcentty can be a Jeſt) nauſeouſly obtruded on 
the Company. All the mode/t Part were offended 
and grieved ; while the other beſotted Creatures 
laughed aloud, though the Leproſy of Unclean- 
nels appear on their Lips. — Are not theſe Perſons 
Priſoners ot Darkneſs ; though blazing Sconces, 
pour artificial Day, through their Rooms? Are 
not their Souls immured in the molt baleful 
Shades; though the Noon-tide Sun 1s brightened, 
by flaming on their gilded Chariots ?—T hey di- 
cern not Fat great and adorable Being, who fills 
the Univerſe with his infinite and glorious Preſence: 
who is all Eye, to obſerve their Actions; all Ear, 
to examine their Words. They know not the all- 
ſufficient Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable Bleſſed- 
neſs of his heavenly Kingdom. ave roping 
for the Prize of Happineſs; but will 3 graſp 
the Thorn of Anxiety. They are wantonly ſport- 
ing on the Brink of a Precipice; and are every 
Moment in Danger of falling headlong, into zrre- 
zricvable Ruin, and endleſs Deſ dar adorn 

They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, de- 
riding me in my Abſence: are charging my Reve- 
rence for the ever-preſent GOD, and my Concern 
for the Dignity of our rational Nature, to the Ac- 
count of Humour and Singularity ; to Narrownels 
of Thought, or Sourneſs of Temper.—Be it ſo.— 
I will indulge no Indignation againſt them. If any 
Thing like it /hould ariſe, I will convert it into 
Prayer“ Pity them, O Thou Father of Mercies !— 
«© Shew them the Madneſs of their Profaneneſs !— 
* Shew them the Baſeneſs of their vile Ribaldry |— 
Let their diſſolute Rant be turned into ſilent 
Sorrow and Confuſion. Till they open their 
Lips, to adore their 27/ulted Majeſty, and to 


_ * 1mplore 
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e implore Thy gracious Pardon. Till they de- 
* vote to thy Service, thoſe ſocial Hours, and 
* thoſe ſuperior Faculties, which they ate now 
*abuſing—to.the Diſhonour of thy Name—to the 
«© Contamination of their own Souls—and (unleſs 
* timely Repentance intervene) to their ever- 
* laſting Infamy and Perditionn?bͤ 

I ride Home amidſt the gloomy Void. All dark- 
Ting and folitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my Horſe's 
Head; and only gueſs out my blind Road. No 


Companion, but Danger; or perhaps © Deſtruction 


d ready at my Side“. —But, why do I fancy myſelf 
ſolitary? Is not the Father of Lights; the God 
of my Life; the great and everlaſting Friend; 


always 2 Right-hand? Becauſe the Day is 


excluded, is his Omnipreſence vacated ? Though 


I have no earthly Acquaintance near, to aſſiſt in 


caſe ofa Misfortune; or to beguile the Time, and 
divert uneaſy Suſpicions, by entertaining Con- 
ferences; may I not lay my Help upon the Al- 
mighty, and converſe with God by humble Sup- 


plication? For this Exerciſe, no Place is improper; 


no Hour unſeaſonable; and no Poſture incommo- 
dious. This is Society, the beſt of Society, even 
in Solitude. This is a Fund of Delights eaſily 


portable, and quite inexhauſtible. A Treaſure 


this, of unknown Value; liable to no Hazard, 


+ 3 


o the lonely Wanderer, in the moſt darkſome 
Paths: | 755 5 

And why ſhould I diſtreſs myſelf with Appre- 
henſions of Peril? This Accels to God, is not 
only an indefeaſible Privilege, but a kind of am- 
bulatory Garriſon. Thoſe, who make known their 


. 


a Requells 


* Job xviii, 22. 


from Wrong or Robbery; but pertettly ſecure, 
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Requeſts unto God, and rely upon his protecting 
Care; He gives h. Angels Charge over their Wel- 
fare. His Angels are commiſhoned to eſcort them 
in their Travelling; and to hold up their Goings, 
that they daſh not their Foot againſt a Stone“. 
Nay, He Himſelf condeſcends to be their Guardi- 
an, and © keeps all their Bones, ſo that not one 
of them is broken.” —Between theſe Perſons, 
and the moſt miſchievous Objetts, a Treaty of 
Peace is concluded. The Articles of this grand 
Alliance are recorded in the Book of Revelation; 
and will, when it is for the real Benefit of Behev- 
ers, aſſuredly be made good, in the Adminiſtra- 
tions of Providence. In that Day, faith the 
LORD, well I make a Covenant for them with the 
Beajts of the Field, and with the Fowls of Heaven, 
and with the creeping Things of the Ground; and 
they ſhall be in League with the Stones of the Field. 
Though they fall headlong on the Flints; even the 
Flints litted to fracture the Skull, ſhall receive them 
as into the Arms of Friendſhip; and not offer to 
hurt, whom the Lord is pleaſed to preſerve. 
May I then enjoy the Preſence of this gracious 
God, and Darkneſs and Light {hall be both alike, 
Let HIM whiſper Peace to my Conſcience; and 
this dread Silence ſhall be more charming than 
the Voice of Eloquence, or the Strains of Muſic. 
Let HIM reveal his ravithing Perfections in my 
Soul; and I ſhall not want the ſaffron Beauties of 
the Morn, the golden Glories of Noon, or the 1m- 
purpled Evening Sky. I ſhall ſigh only for thoſe 
moſt. defirable and diſtinguiſhed Realms; where, 
the Light of HIS Countenance perpetually ſhines, 
and confequently—* there is I no Night ny: . 
OW 


* Pfal, xci, 11,12, + Job v. 2g, Hol, ii, 18, 4 Rey. xxi. 25, 


A WINTER-PIECE 417 


. How ſurpriſing are the Alterations of Nature! I 
left her, the preceding Evening, plain and una- 
dorned. But, now, a thick Rime has ſhed it's 
hoary Honours over all. It has ſhagged-the 
Fleeces of the Sheep, and criſped the Traveller's 
Locks. The Hedges are richly fringed, and all 
the Ground 1s profuſely powdered. The down- 
ward Branches are taſſeled with Silver, and the 
upright are feathered with the plumy Wave. 
The Vine, are not always the Valuable. The 
Air, amidſt all theſe guady Decorations, is charged 
with chilling and uwnwholeſome Damps. The raw 
hazy Influence ſpreads wide; ſits deep; hangs 
heavy and rebar on the Springs of Lite. A 
liſtleſs Languor clogs the animal Functions; and 
the purple Stream glides but faintly through it's 
Channels. In vain, the Ruler of the Day exerts 
his beaming Powers: In vain, He attempts to 
diſperſe this Inſurrect ion of Vapours. The fullen 
malignant Cloud refuſes to depart. It envelops 
the World, and zntercepts the Profpect. I look 
abroad for the neighbouring Village; I ſend my 
Eye in quell of the rifing Turret ; but am ſcarce 
able to diſcern the very next Houſe. Where are 
the blue Arches of Heaven? Where is the radiant 
Countenance of the Sun? Where the boundleſs 
Scenes of Creation? Loſt, loſt are their Beauties; 
quenched their Glories. The thronged Theatre 
of the Univerſe, ſeems an empty Void; and all it's 
elegant Pictures, an andllinenitbed Blank. — Thus 
would it have been with our intellectual Views, if 
the Gebel had not come in to our Relief. We 
ſhould have known neither our true Good, nor 
real Evil. We had been a Riddle to ourſelves ; 
the preſent State all Confuſion, and the future 
| | - 1mpenetrable 


* 
—_— — — ES. ————ů — ͤ!— ————— : —_ — 
— — — — WI — 


— — — 


_— 
— — — —ä—ä— 


* 
r = Mx. 


* þ ” 
. * 


418 A WINTER-PIECE, 
impenetrable Darkneſs. But the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſls, ariſing with potent and triumphant Beams, 
has diſſipated the interpoſing Cloud. Has opened 
a Proſpect, more beautiful, than the Bloſſoms of 
Spring J more chearing, than the Treaſures of 
Autumn ; and far more inlarged than the Extent 
of the viſible Syſtem. Which, having led the 
Eye of the Mind, through Fields of Grace, over 
Riversof Righteouſneſs, and Hills crowned with 
Knowledge; terminates, at length, in the Hea- 
vens; ſweetly loſing itſelf, in Regions of infinite 
Bliſs, and endleſs Glory. x. 28 
As I walk along the Fog, it ſeems, at ſome little 
Diſtance, to be almoſt ſolid Gloom; ſuch as would 
thut out every Glimpſe of Light, and totally im- 
priſon me in Obſcurity. But, when I AÞPrOach, 
and enter it, I find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, an 
the Miſt much inner, than Re 15 
the Caſe, with regard to the Sufferings of the 
preſent Life; they are not, when experienced, ſo 
dreadful, as a timerous Imagination ſurmiſed. 
Such alſo is the Caſe, with reference to the Gra- 
{rficattons of Senſe; they prove not, When enjoy- 
ed, ſo ſubſtantial, as a ſanguine Expettation te- 
preſented. In both Inſtarices, we are graciouſly 
diſappointed. The keen Edge of the Calamity 1s 
blunted, that it may not wound us with mcurable 
Anguith : the exquiſite Reliſh of the Proſperity is 
palled, that it may not captivate our Aﬀections, 
and enſlave them to inferior Delights 
a Sometimes, oy Face of — Wears d more 
leaſing Form; the very Reverſe of the foregoing. 
Tie ſcher Evening Aae c ppt 10 WT 
Day. The Firmament, clear and unſullied, puts 
on it's brighteſt Blue. Ine Stars, in thronging 
Multitudes, 
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Aſultitudes, and with a peculiar Brillianq, glitter 
through the fair Expanſe. Whale the Froſt pours 
ts ſubtle and penetrating Influence, all around. 
Sharp and intenſely ſevere, all the long Night, the 
rigid Ather continues it's Operations. When, late 
and flow, the Morning opens her pale Eye; in what 
a curious and amuſing Diſguiſe, is Nature dreſſed ! 
The Icicles, jagged and uneven, are pendent on the 
Houſes. A whitiſh Film incruſts the Wandows, where 
mimic Landſcapes riſe, and fanſied Figures ſwell. 
The  fruatful Fields are hardened to Iron; the 


moiſtieſt Meadows are congealed to Marble; and 


both.reſound (an Effect unknown before) with the 
Peaſant's haſty Tread. The Stream is arreſted in 
zt's Career, and it's ever-flowing Surface chained to 
the Banks, - The fluid Paths become a ſolid Road; 
where the finmy Shoals were wont to rove, the ſport- 
ive Youth ſlide, or the rattling Chariots roll x. And 
"what would feem, to an Inhabitant of the Southern 


orld, as unaccountable as the deepeſt Myſteries 


of our Religion) that very ſame Breath of Heaven 
which cements the Lakes into a cryſtal Pavement ; 
cleaves the Oaks, 'as 1t were with iuiſible Wedges; 
breaks in Pieces the Northern Iron, and the Steel :" 
even whale it builds @ Bridge of Icy Rock, over the 
ERS To 5 | 
The Air is all Serenity. Refined by the nitrous 
Particles, it affords the moſt, diſtinct Views, and 
ET IH IR * extenſive 
_ Undaque jam tergo ferratos ſuſtinet orbes,  _ 
Puppibus alla prius patults, nunc hoſpita plauſlris. 
LEraque diſſiliunt vulgo. | | V1se, 
+. Job xxxvin. 30. . The Waters are hid, locked up from the Cattle“ 
Lips, and ſecured from the Fiſher's Net, as Wells were wont to be 
eloſed with a ponderous and impenetrable Stone. And not only Lakes 
and Rivers, but he Surface of tha great Deep, with it's reſtleſs and un- 


ee Surges, is talen Captzve by che Foreſt, and baund in ſhining 
Ellcrs, | F 
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extenſive Proſpects. The Seeds of Inſeclion are 
killed; and the Peſtilence deſtroyed, even in Em- 
bryo. So, the Cold of Afitchon tends to mortiſy 
our Corruptions, and ſubdue our vicious Habits. — 
The crouding Atmoſphere conſtringes our Bodies, 
and braces our Nerves. The Spirits are buoyant, 
and ſally briſkly on the Execution of their Office. 
In the Summer Months, ſuch an unclouded Sky, 
and {o bright a Sun, would have melted us with 
Heat, and ſoftened us into Supineneſs. We ſhould 
have been ready to throw our Limbs under the 
ſpreading Beach, and to lie at Eaſe by the mur- 
muring Brook. But, now, none loiters in his 
Path ; none 1s ſeen with folded Arms. All is in 
Motion; all is Activity. Choice, prompted bv the 
Weather, ſupplies the Spur of Neceſſity. Thus, 
the rugged School of Misfortune, often trains up 
the Mind, to a vigorous Exertion of it's Faculties. 
The bleak Climate of Adverfity, olten inſpirits us 
with a manly Reſolution. When a ſoft and downy 
Affluence, perhaps, would have relaxed all the 
generous Spring of the Soul; and have left it ener- 
vated with Pleaſure, or diſſolved in Indolence. 
* COLD cometh out of the North.” The Winds, 
having ſwept thoſe Deſarts of Snow, arm them- 
ſelves with Millions of frozen Particles, and make 
a fierce Deſcent upon our Iſle. Under black and 
ſcowling Clouds, they drive, dreadfully whizzing,” 
through the darkened Air. They growl around 

our Houſes ; aflault our Doors; and, eager for 
Entrance, faſten on our Windows. Walls can 
ſcarce reſtrain them, Bars are unable to exclude 
them; through every Cranny they force their 
Way. Ice is on their Wings; they ſcatter Agues 
through the Land; and Winter, all Winter, rages 
as 
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as they go. Their Breath is as a ſearing * Iron to 


the little Verdure left in the Plains. Vaſtly more 


pernicious to the tender Plants, than the ſharpeſt 
Knife, they kill their Branches, and wound the 
very Root. Let not the Corn venture to peep 
too freely from the Entrenchment of the Furrow; 


let not the Fruit-bearing Bloſſoms dare to come. 


abroad, from their Lodgment in the Bark; leſt 


theſe murderous Blaſts intercept and ſeize the un- 


wary Strangers, and deſtroy the Hopes of the ad- 
vancing Year. 

O, tis ſeverely cold! Who is fo hardy, as not 
to {ſhrink at this exceſſively pinching Weather? See! 
Every Face is pale. Even the blooming Cheeks 
contract a gelid Hue; and the Teeth hardly for- 
bear chattering.—Ye that fit ealy and joyous, 
amidſt your commodious Apartments, folacing 
yourſelves in the diffuſive Warmth of your Fire; 
be mindful of your Brethren, in the chearlefs 
Tenement of Poverty. Therr ſhattered Panes are 
open to the piercing Winds; a tattered Garment, 
ſcarcely covers their ſhivering Fleth ; while a few 
faint and dying Embers on the ſqualid Hearth, 
rather mock their Wiſhes, than warm their Limbs. 
While the generous Juices of Oporto, ſparkle in 
your Glaſſes; or the Streams, beautifully tinged 
and dehciouſlygtlavoured with the Chineſe Leaf, 
ſmoak in the elegant Porcelain: O remember, that 
many of your Fellow-Creatures, amidit all the 
Rigor of thele inclement Skies, are emaciated 


3 K with 


* This, I ſuppoſe, is the Meaning of that figurative Expreſſion, uſed 
by the Prophet Habakkuk ; who, ſpeaking of the Chaldgans invading 
e ſays—Thetr Faces, or the Incurſions they make, all /up uf, 

all ſwallow greedily, fhall devour utterly, the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
try, and their valuable tffetts ; as the keen, corroding Blaſts of the 
Laft-Wind, deſtroy every green Thing in the Field, Hab. i. g. 


— — 
* _ - 


Þ 


ee —— 


476 A WINTERPIECE, 


with Sicknefs ; benumbed with Age; and pining 
with Hunger. Let * their Loins Picks you,” for 
comfortable Cloathing. Reftore them with Medi- 
cine; regale them with Food; and' baffle the 
raging Year. So, may you never know any of 
their Diſtrefſes, but only by the Hearing of the 
Ear; the Seeing of the Eye; or the Feeling of a 
tender Commiſeration ! Methinks, the bitter bluf- 
tering Winds war's for the poor Indigents. May 
they breathe Pity into your Breaſts ; while th 
blow Hardſhips into heir Huts !—Obſerve thoſe 
blue Flames, and ruddy Coals, in your Chimney: 
quickened by the Cold, they look more likely, and 
glow more ſtrongly. Silent but ſeaſonable Ad- 
.monition to the A es that chat and ſmile 
around them! Thus, may your Hearts, at ſuch 
a Jundure of Need, kindle into a peculiar Bene- 
-volence! Detain not your ſuperffuous Piles of 
Wood. Let them haſten to the Relief of the 
ſtarving Family. Bid them expire in many a 
willing Blaze, to mitigate the Severity of the Sea- 
fon, and chear the bleak Abodes of Want. So 
Mall they aſcend, mingled with Thankſgiving to 
God, and ardent Prayers for your Welfare.— 
Aſcend, more grateful to Heaven, than Columns 
of the molt coſtly Incenſe. 
Nou the Winds ceaſe. - Havi brought their 
Load, they are diſmiſſed from Service. They have 
"waſted an immenſe Cargo of Clods which empty 
themſelves in Snow. At firſt, a few ſcattered Shreds 
come wandering down che ſaddened Sky. This 
flight Skirmiſh, is ſucceeded by à general Onfet. 
The Flakes, large, and numerous, and thick 
wavering, deſcend. They dim the Air, and haſten 


< 


the Approach of Night,” "Through all che Night, 
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in ſofteſt Silence, and with a continual Flow, this 
fleecy Shower. falls. In the Morning, when we 
awake, what a ſurpriſing Change appears!—lIs this 
the ſame World? Here is no Dry of Colour! 
I can hardly diſtinguiſh the Trees, from the Hills 
on which they grow. Which are the Meadows; 
and which the Plains? Where are the green P 

tures, and where the fallow Lands? All Things 
lie blended in bright Confuſion. So bright, that 
it heightens the Splendor of Day, and even dazles 
the Organs of Sig t,—The Lawn is not ſo fair, as 
this ſnowy Mantle, which inveſts the Fields; and 
even the Lilly, was the Lilly to appear, would 


look tarni in it's Preſence. I can think of but 


one Thing, which excels or equals the glittering 
Robe of Winter. Is any Perſon deſirous to know 


2 Meaning? He may find it explained in chat 
A 


mirable Hymn“, compoſed by the Royal Peni- 
tent. Is any deſirous to poſſeſs this matchleſs 
Ornament? He will find at offered to his Accept- 
tance, in every Page of the Goſpel. 

See! (for the Eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, without 
viewing again and again the curious, the delicate 
Scene) See! how the Hedges are habited, like 
: ſpotleſs Veſtals! The Houſes are roofed with 
Uniformity and Luſtre. The Meadows are covered 


with a Carpet of the fineſt Ermine ft. The Groves 


bow, beneath the lovely Burden : and all, all 


White, 


Can any Thing be whiter than Show ? Yea, faith David if Goo 
be pleaſed to wall me from my Sins in the Blood of Cuz1sT, I 
even be whiter than Snow. Pal. li. 7. See Page 256, 237. 

I This Animal is Milk-white. | As for-thefe back Spots which we 

generally ſee in Lining of Ermine, they are added by the Furcier, in 

Ne the —— or heighten the Beauty, of the native 
olour. 20 ene nee eee ene 
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White.—By deep Snows and heavy Rains, GOD 
fealeth up the Hand of every Man. And for this 
Purpoſe, adds our facred Philoſopher, that all 
Men may know his Work*. He confines them 
within their Doors, and puts a Stop to their ſecu- 
lar Buſineſs ; that they may conſider the Things, 
which belong to their ſpiritual Welfare. That, 
having a Vacation from their ordinary Employ, 
they may oblerve the Works of his Power, and 
become acquainted with the Myſteries of his Grace. 
And worthy, worthy of all Obſervation, are the 
Works of the Great Creator. They are prodigi- 
ouſly various, and perfectly amazing. How plant 
and ductile is Nature under his forming Hand. 
At his Command, the ſelf-ſame Subſtance aſſumes 
the moſt different Shapes; and is transformed into 
an endleſs Multiplicity of Figures. If HE ordains, 
the Water is moulded into Hail, and diſcharged 
upon the Earth like a Volley of Shot; or, it is 
conſolidated into Ice, and defends the Rivers, © as 
_ © it were with a Breaſt-plate.” At the bare Inti- 
mation of his Will, the very ſame Element is 
ſeattered in Hoar Froſt, like a Sprinkling of the 
molt attenuated Aſhes ; or, is {ſpread over the Sur- 
face of the Ground, in theſe Couches of ſwelling 
and flary Down. Se tv F 
The Snow, however it may carry the Appear- 
ance of Cold, afforas a warm Garment for the 
Corn; ſereens it from nipping Froſts, and cheriſhes 
it's infant Growth. It will abide for a while to 
exert a protecting Care, and exerciſe a ating 
Influence. Then, touched by the Sun, or thawe 

by a ſoftening Gale; the furry, Veſture melts into 
genial Moiſture; finks deep into the Soil, and 
eee ne ſaturates 


Joh xxxvüi. 7, * 
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ſaturates it's Pores with the diſſolving Nitre: re- 
pleniſhing the Glebe with thoſe Principles of 
vegetative Life, which will open into the Bloom 
of Spring, and ripen into the Fruits of Autumn.— 
Beadtifuf Emblem this and comfortable Repre— 
{entation of the Divine Word ; both in the ſucceſs- 


ful, and advantageous Iſſue of it's Operation! As 


the Rain cometh down, and the Snow from Heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the Earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give Seed to the Sower, and Bread to the Eater: 
fo ſhall my Word be, that goeth forth out of. my 
Mouth : it ſhall not return unto me vord, but ſhall 
accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper 
zn the Thing whereunto J ſent it *. 
Nature, at length, puts off her lucid Veil. She 
drops it, in a trickling Thaw. The looſened Snow 
rolls in Sheets from the Houſes. Various Openings 
Yo who Hills ; which; even whale we look, become 
arger, and more numerous. The Trees rid them- 
ſelves, by Degrees, of the hoary Incumbrance. Shook 
from tlie ſpringing Boughs, Part falls heavy to the 
Ground, Part flies Abroad in fluning Atoms. Our 
Fields and Gardens, lately buried beneath the drift- 
ed Heaps, riſe plain and diſtinct to View, —Simce 


we fee Nature once again, has ſhe no verdant 


Traces, no beautiful Features, left! They are, 
like real Friends, very rare; and therefore the 
more particularly to be regarded, the more highty 
to be valued. Here and there, the Holly hangs 
out her. glowing Berries; the Lauruſtinus ſpreads 
her graceful Tufts; and both under a Covert of un- 
fading Foliage.—The plain, but hardy Ivy cloathes 


the decrepit, crazy Wall ; nor ſhrinks from the 


Friendly 


* Iſa, ive 30, 11. 


Cheek fade. Even the ſparkling Wit “, as we 
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frienaly Office, though the Skies frown, and the 


Storm roars.—The Laurel, firm, erect, and bold, 
expands it's Leaf of vivid Green. In ſpite of the 
united, the repeated Attacks of Wind, .and Rain, 
and Froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed lively Look; 
and maintains it's Poſt, while withering Millions 


fail around. Worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged 


Force of Winter, worthy to adorn the triumphant 
Conqueror's Brow.— Nor muſt 1 forget the Bay-tree, 
which ſcorns to be a mean Penſioner on a few tra 
ent ſunny Gleams ; or, with a ſervile Obſequiouf- 
neſs, to vary it's Appearance, in Conformity to the 
changing Seaſons. By ſuch Indications of ſterling 
Worth, and ſtaunch Reſolution, reading a. Lecture 
to the Poet's Genius, whale it weaves the Chaplet for 
hits Temples. —Theſe, and a few other Plants, clad 
with native Verdure, retain their comely Aſpect, in 
the bleateſt Climes, and in the coldeſt Months. - 
Such, and ſo durable, are the Accompliſhments 
of a refined Underſtanding, and an amzable Tem- 
per. The tawdry Ornaments of Dreſs, which 
catch the unthinking vulgar, ſoon become inſipid 
and deſpicable. The rubied Lip, and the is 
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* e How little does God efterm the Things that Men count great; 
& the Endowments of Wit and Eloquence, that Mex admire in ſome ! 
„ Alas! how poor are they to Him! He reſpecteth not any who are 
& wiſe in Heart: they are nothing, and leſs is nothing, in his Eyes. 
« Even wi/e Men admire, how little it is that Men know; how ſmalb a 
& Matter lies under the Sound of theſe popular Wonders, a learned Man, 
& a great Scholar, a great Stateſman. How much more doth the-all-wiſe 
ce ſeeing God meanly account of Theſe! He often diſcovers, even to 
© the World, their Meanneſs.: He befools them. So Valour, or Birth, 
6 or worldly Greatneſs, theſe He gives, and gives as Things He makes 
** no great Reckohing of, to ſuch as ſhall never ſee his Face; and calls 
te to the Inheritance of Glory poor deſpiſed Creatures, that ate looked 
6 on as the Ofscourings and Refuſe of the World““. 
THUS fays an excellent Author, who writes with the moſt amiable 
Spirit of Benevolence, with' the mol} unalletted Air of Humility, _ 
4 2 
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bs the ſparkling Eye, pleaſe but ſor a Moment, 
But the virtueus Mind has Charms, which ſurvive 
the Decay of every inferior © Embelliſhment. 
Charms, which add to the Fragrancy of the 
Flower, the Permanency of the Ever. green. 
Such, likewiſe, is the Happineſs of the ſincerely 
Religious; like a Tree, fays the inſpired Moraliſt, 
* whole Leaf ſhall not fall.” He borrows not his 
Peace from external Circumſtances ; but has a 
Fund within, and is © fatisfied from himſelf *.“ 
Even though impoveriſhed by calamitous Acci- 
dents, He is rieh in the Poſſefſion of Grace, and 
richer in the Hope of Glory. His Joys are infinitely 
fuperior to, as well as nobly independent on, the 
tranſitory Glow of ſenſual Delight, or the capri- 
cious Favours of, what the World calls Fortune. 
If the Snow compoſes the light- armed Troops 
of the Sky; methinks, the Hail conſtitutes it's 
heavy Artilleryf. When driven by a vehement 
Wind, with what dreadful Impetuoſity does that 
ſtony Shower fall! How it rebounds. from the 
frozen Ground, and rattles on the reſounding 
Dome! It attenuates the Rivers into Smoke, or 
fcourges them into Foam, It cruſhes the infant 
Flowers; cuts in Pieces the Gardener's early 
Plants; and batters the feeble Fortification of his 
2 ͤ b > OOO 
ke the ſacred Originals, from which he copies, with a majeſtic Simpli- 
city of Stile. Whoſe ſelect Works I may venture to recommend, not only 
;as\a Treaſure, but as a MIx E of genuine, ſterling, evangelical Piety.— 
See Page 320 of Archbiſhop Lzx1Gcaron's Select Works, the Edinburgh 
Edition, Ottavo ; which it is neceſſary to ſpecify, becauſe the London 
Edition does not contain the Part of his Writings which has ſupplied me 
with the preceding Quotation. Prov. xiv. 14- 
1 He caſtet h. Barth hes Ice like Morſcls, Pfal. cxlvii. 17. Which, in 
modern Language, might be thus exprelſed: Ie poureti his Haul like a 
Volley of Shot. The Word, inadequately tranſlatcd, Mor/-{s, alludes, I 
think, 10 thoſe Fragments of, the Rock, or thoſe /2901/1 Stones from the 
33 the Day of Battle, the. W argzors* hufled. from their 
— ou 
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Glaſſes into Shivers. It darts into the Traveller's 
Face : He turns, with Haſte, from the Stroke ; 
or feels, on his Cheek, for the guſhing Blood. If 
he would retreat into the Houſe, it follows him 
even thither ; and, like a determined Enemy, that 
puſhes the Purſuit, daſhes through the crackling 
Panes,—But, the fierce Attack 1s quickly over. 
The Clouds have ſoon ſpent their Shafts ; ſoon 
unſtrung their Bow. Happy for the Inhabitants 
of the Earth, that a Sally ſo dreadfully /urtous, 
ſhould be ſo remarkably ſhort / What elle could 
endure the Shock, or eſcape Deſtruttion ? 

But, behold a Bow, of no hoſtile Intention! A 
Bow, painted in variegated Colours, on the diſ- 
burdened Cloud. How vaſt is the Extent ; how 
delicate the Texture, of that fowery Arch! It 
compaſſeth the Heavens, with a glorious Circle ; 
and teaches us to forget the Horrors of the Storm. 
Elegant it's Form, and rich it's Tincture; but 
more delightful it's ſacred Sigmificancy. While 
the Violet and the Roſe bluſh in it's beautiful 
Aſpect, the Olive-branch ſmiles in it's gracious 
import. It writes, in radiant Dyes, what the 
Angels ſung in harmonious Strains: © Peace on 
Earth, and Good-will towards Men.” It is the 
Stamp of Inſurance, for the Continuance of Seed- 
Time, and Harveſt ; for the Preſervation and Se- 
curity of the viſible World“ It is the comfortable 
Toben g, of a better State, and a happier King- 


dom, a Kingdom, where Sin ſhall ceaſe, and 


Miſery be aboliſhed; where Storms ſhall beat, and 
Winter Pierce no more; but Holineſs, Happineſs, 
and Joy, like one unbounded Spring, for ever, 


ever bloom. 1 5 | 
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| 1 | 
PTY TENT 
Meditations among the Tombs. . 


CCASION of the Meditations, 1, Solitary Walk in a Church, 8. 

F Handſome Altar Piece: Gratitude celebrated, 2, g. Solomon's 
Temple ; his noble Sentiments at the Dedication ; the Paſſage illuſtrated, 4. 
The Holy Ghoſt dwelling in our Hearts ; à rich Privilege ; an Obligation ; 
an Obligation to Holineſs, 6. The Floor covered with funcral Inſi ripttons, 7. 
Wifdom of meditating on our latter End, 8. .Promiſcuous Lodgment, and 
amucavie Agreement of Corpſes, ſuggeſt Humility and Concord, 9. Monu- 
ment of an Infant it's fortunate Circumſtances ; ſuperior Felicity of Sur» 
vivorg, 11. Monument of a Youth; Grief of the Parents mitigated or 
aggravated by the Proſpect of the inviſible State; Exhortatton to educate 
Children religiouſly, 13. Monument of a young Man cut off in his Prime: 
how unexpetted and aſflictive the Stroke ; the Frailty of all ſublunary Hap- 
pinefs, 16. Reflection on the three preceding Exits ; the uncertainty of Life; 
Call to be always ready, 20. This farther urged from the Inſtance of a 
Perſon killed by a Misfortune.; nothing caſual, but all ordered by Provi- 
dence, 23. Caſe of a Lady, who died in Childbed; her Character : with 
regard to earthly Things, we know not what is really deſirable, or truly 
good; Remarks on Mrs. Stonehouſe's Monument in the Great Church at 
Northampton, 26, 27, A religious Father taken from his young Family z 
his Behaviour on a dying-bed ; their Support in a fatherleſs State, 31, 32. 
Monument of a middle-aged Perſon; immerſed in Buſineſs ; Diſappoint- 
ment of lus Schemes ; his dying Acknowledgments ; the Holly of Worldly- 
mandedneſs ; very Bitterneſs in the End, 37. The Graves of the Aged; 
the Difficulties and Hazard of a late Repentance; Youth intreated to 
enter upon @ Courſe of Holineſs without Delay, 39, 40. The ſengular 11 
dom and Felicity of the Righteous ; the Reſt of their Bodies; the Calmnejs 
ef their Departure; the Safety of their 2 odied Souls; their delightful 
Situation till the Judgment · day, 45. Monument of a # arrior, ſlain in 
Battle; Reflections on the Death of Chriſt, that it was volun / ary, foreſeen, 
undergone for Enemies; was moſt torturous, lingering, and ignominious, 
47. The Meanneſs of being obliged to a Monument for perpetuating our 
Names ; Author's Wiſh for himſelf; true Method of eternizing our Chas 
raters, 51. The Vault; it's awful Aſpet ; Grandeur in 4 Io ; the 
Fanity of Pleaſures, Honours, and Riches, 53, 54. The Clock ſtrikes ; a 
Warning to redeem the Time, 57. The wonderful Change which takes place 
in the Tomb, diſplayed in ſeveral Particulars, 58, 59, Soliloguy of a 
Lover; Admonitton to the Ladies; True Beauty of the fair Sex, bo, 61. 
Sin the Cauſe of our Diſſolution, 64. Subject of Mortality brought hum? 
to our own Caſe ; Incitement to improve Life © this the bejt Emboalming, 65. 
Few of our gavioar's Sepulchre ; | hits lying in the Grave Ras ſoftened it 
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for æis People: Faith in his dying Love diſarms Death, 69, 70. The 
Reſurrection of the Righteous ;, their meeting the Judge; their Acceptance 
at the great Tribunal, 71. Sickneſs, Sin, and Death deſtroyed ; Bliſs or 
Miſery unchangeable; Obſervation on Eternity, 72. The Wicked : the 
Anguiſh of their laſt Sickneſs. No Hope but from the Religion they de- 
| ſpiſed ; that very precarious ;, the Horror of their Difſolution ; this the 
; Beginning of Sorrows 5 their Treatment in the invifibl» World ; reſerved to 
the Judgment of the great Day, 74. They riſe, though reluctant; are 
diſtracted with Terror; covered with Contempt; condemned to endleſs 
oe, 78. To b: inftrumental in ſaving our Fellow-creatures from this 
Miſery, the trueſt Exerciſe of Benevolence, 80. A Reſteclion on the vaſt 
Imyortance of ihefe Truths ; a Perſuaſtve to act under the believing Con- 
ſideration of them, enforced by the wexpreſſible Neceſfity of preparing for 
them, 81. The whole cloſes with a View of the preſent Security, and 
; future Glory, of the Righteous, 82. | 


| Reflections on a Flower-Garden. 
| * in the Garten ; Summer Morning ; a ſoaring Lark ; In- 
| vitation to early Riſing, 85. Vaſineſs of the Heavens, greater 
| Exteni Divine Mercy, 86, 87. The Sun; it's riſing Glories ; Emblem 
| of Chriſt, in it's enlightening. fructiſying, chearing, and eætenſive Influ- 
eace, 88. Deus ther tranſient Brightneſs; their refreſhins Nature ; 
| thetr immenſe Number; diſſicult Paſſages iu the Pſalms cleared up, 95s 
| The various, but harmonious, Procedure of Providence and Grace, 100. 
View of the Country, and it's principal Productions, particularly of an 
Orchard and Ritchen Carden, chiefly chavatterized as uſual, o. Chrill 
made and recovered, upholds and atiuates All; Addr:ſs to Mankind on 
this Occaſion, 10g. Obſervattons contratted to the Garden: Fields of Li- 
terature liſt for the Study of the Bible, 11g. Fragrance of Flowers ; it's 
ſugitive Nature, another Motive to ſhake off Sloth : the delightful Sen ſa- 
tion it creates, faint Repreſentation of Chriſt's Sacrifice all our Per- 
. formances polluted, this the Cauſe of our Acceptance, 115. Colours 0 
| Flowers, how perfect in every Rind: with what Skill diſpoſed : Fineneſs 
of the flowery Texture: Inducement to truſt in Providence, 118. "The 
Felly of Pride in Dreſs : our true Ornaments diſplayed, 120. Flowers 
naturally inſpire Delight 3 what Pleaſure muſt ariſe from the beatific' 
fon, 122, 123. Solomon þidures out the bl:fſed JEsus by the moſt de- 
| licate Flowers : Beauties in the Creature lead us tothe Creator, 124, 1245, 
1 Diver fity of Flowers, in tlieir Airs, Habits, Aititudes, and Etneaments; 
| Wiſdom of the Almighty Maker the Perfection and Simplicity of his O- 
| perattons, 126. Difference between Individuals of the ſame Species : Em- 
| blem of the ſmaller Differences among Proteſtantsg1 30. Regular Succeſſion 
| of Flowers ; fome of the chief Sets deſcrived ; pleaſing Bets produced by 
| us Ozconomy ; a benevolent Providence apparent in conducting it, 132, 
| 4 lis leautiſul Diſpoſition, and all that is admirable in the Creation, 'r:= 
| ferr:d to Chnill as the Author e to confider the Thing? that are made, in 
| this Pew, has excellent Influence on our Faith and Love, 136, 137. The 
| Strucſ ure of Flowers ſo corrett could not be altered but to their Prejudice z 
| 
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the Time of their appearing choſen with the niceſt Precaution * theſe Cire 
cumſiances, a ſeriking Argument ſor Reſignation to the Diſpoſal of Hea- 
| | ven, 
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ven, 143. Quotations from Caſimir and Juvenal tranſſated, 144. A fa- 


vourite Tenet of Mr. Pope's rightly flated, 144. The brute Creatures 

unaffected with Flowers: Their fine Qualities peculiarly intended to de- 
light Mankind : All Things conſtituted with a particular Regard to our 
Advantage; this, an endearing Obligation to Gratitude ;. but a more en- 
gaging Motive, is the Gift of an immortal Soul, 145, Remark on the 
Notion of a great Poet, 146. The cultivated Garden, an Image of a 
well-nurtured Mind: Addreſs to Perſons concerned in the Education of 
Youth, 131. Flowers in the Bud, figurative of a Niggard: Flawers in 


full Expaniion, expreſſive of a benevolent Diſpoſition, 155. Sun Flower; 


it's remarkable Attachment to the Sun; ſuch ſhould be our Adherence to 
the Saviour, 156, 137. Paſſion-Flower; it's Deſcription; with a rel! - 
gious Improvement, 158, Senſitive Plant; ſhrinks from every Touch; 
ſuch ſhould be our ſolicitous Care to avoid Sin, 162. The Delicacy of 
Flowers, and Coarſeneſs of their Roots; the ennobling Change of our 
Bodies at the Reſurrettion ; this ſhould reconcile us to the Thoughts of 
Diffolution, 163. Paſſage from Theocritus ; the Perfection of Flowers 
ſoon decay; the Charms of Complexion ſcarce more laſting, 167. In- 
ſtances of tranſitory Continuance in the noblefl Flowers; the Honours of 
the future State unfading, 168. All the Delights of the flowery Seaſon 
paſs away; the celeſtial Entertainments know no End, 191, Not Flowers 
only, but the moſt durable Things in Nature, are periſhing; their Fel. 
city ſtable, who have Gop for their Portion, 171. Retreat into an Ar- 
bour; Practice of St. Augnſtins, Pattern for our Imitation, 173. Cools 
neſs of this ſhady Situation; the inſufferable Heat that rages Abroad; 
our Safety in all the Dangers of Life, and amidſt the Terrors of eternal 
Judgment, if ſheltered by the Redeemer's Protection, and intereſted in his 
Merits, ibid. The Bees; their Ingenuity ; their Induſtry; ſet an Ex- 
ample for the Author, 177. A diſtant Proſpett of the whole Scene, with 
it's various Decorations, reminds the Beholder of IIeaven; it's Glortes 
not to be deſcribed, but moſt paſſionately deſired, 177. 


A Deſcant upon Creation. 
PILES of the Wholz—Anvels—Trhne vile Heavens —Stars— 
Comets —Planets —Sun—Moon—Thunders—Lightnings—Clouds, 
wintry and vernal—Rainbow—Storms and 1empeſts—Peſtil:nce—Lleat 


and Cold - Ocean Mods and Shrubs Vine and Fruit-trees— Meadows 


and Lield Mines and Jewel. Fountains and Rivers — Brrds—Bees 
 —Stkworm—Caitle and Creatures in every Element—General Chorus 


of Praije. 


Contemplations on he Night. 
A ge Evening Walk; the unmoleſted Enjoyment of ſuch Plea- 
ſures, owing to our late Victory over the Rebels, 220 to 222; The 
ſetting Sun, 1924, Twilight; it's Uſefulneſs ; ſerious Conſideration, 229; 
The | Coolneſs ; it's beneficial Influence on Nature; Returns of So- 
litude equally. uſefpl to Man, 225. Angels our Spectators; GOD cver 
reſent; comfortable Improvement of this Truth, 226. The Day ended; 
phe Swiftnofs, dhe Shortneſs of Time; the Work to be done yrhile it lalls; 
| . | 10 
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to ſquander'it away, the moſt deſtruttive E xtravagance, 229. The pro- 
found Silence, 236. Univerſal Cefſation of Buſineſs, 298, The Varia- 
tions of Nature pleaſing and advantageous, 249. Darkneſs; the obliging 
Manner of it's taking Place; wild Beaſts of the Deſart, and Savages in 
human Shape, make Uſe of this Opportunity, 244, 246. Darknels ren- 
ders the lea t Spark viſible; yet ſteals wwe our Sight all the lovely Diſtinc- 
tion of Things, 247. Sleep it's chearing Nature; the Gift of Heaven; 
fine Preparatives for it's Approach; the Kindneſs of Providence in guard- 
ing our Slumbers, 251. Dreams; their unaccountable Oddneſs; many 
Peoples“ waking Thoughts, no leſs chimerical, 254. A very fingular, a 

very happy Circumſtance, attending 3 and Dreams, 256. Ghoſts; our 
unteaſonable Timorouſneſs on this Occaſion; the true Wbjett of Fear; 
the Reality and Deſign of Apparitions, dedutted from a Pallage in Joh, 


258. The Owl; it's gloomy Diſpoſition ; unholy Pecſons incapable of 


reliſhing the Delights of Heaven, 262. Owl ſcreaming, ſuppoſed to be a 


Token of Death; the many real Prefages of this great ang, th due Pre- 


aration pointed out and preſſed, 264. The Nightingale; her charming 
80 z; entertains the Lovers of Retirement z how to have a ſweeter Melody 
in our own Breaſts, 268. The very different Circumſlances of Mankind, 
articularly of the Gay, and the Afflicted; Addreſs to the Devotces of 
Tirth and Senſuality, 270. The Glow-worm, and Ignis Fatuus ; the 
Plcafures of the World, and Powers of unenlightened Reaſon, 272. A 


Comet, 1m2gined to be the Forerunner of Judgments; Licentiouſneſs a- 


7 


bounding in a Nation, a much more formidable Omea ; the Diſlemper a- 
mong the Cattle, 275, Northern Lights; the Panic they occaſion; the 


general Conflagration, 278. The Moon riſing; brightens as ſhe advances; 
{ich thould be our moral Conduct, 280. Moon opens a majeſtic Scene; 
how worthy our Admiration, 282. Moon, a moſt ferviceable Appendage 
to our Cioke, 284. Moon, ſhines with derivative Light; Ghriſtians re- 
ceive their All from their Saviour, 286. Moon always vary ing; the 
Things of this World liable to perpetual Viciſſitudes; our own Kighte- 


onſne!s unequal and imperfett; our Redeemer's complete, and always the 
ſame, 288, Moon under an Eclipſe; gazed at by Multitudes; the Faults 


of eminent Perſons ſeldom Eſcape Obſervation, 291. Moon reflected by 


me Occan, the Virtues of Perſons in diflinguiſhed Stations influential an 


others, 292. Moon actuates the Sea; the everlaſling Joys of Heaven at- 
tract and refine the Aﬀettions, 293. Prayer, a reaſonable Service; Praite, 


, delightfal Duty : with devout Recollections proper for the N ight, 295 · 


Contemplations on the Starry Heavens. 


| W on the Summit of a Hill. The advancing N ight . 


the rural Proſpett; opens the Beauties of the Sky, 90. Ftag- 
rance of the blooming Beans, 302. The Heavens, a noble Field for ike 
Difplay of the Divine Perfections, g04. Folly of Judicial Aſtrology ; 


right Uſe of contemplating the Stars, 267d. A Sketch of the moſt remark- 


able Difcoveries of our modern Aſtronomy, gab. Religion, and neceſſary 


Buſinefs; Religion, and innocent Pleafure, as conſiſtent.as-the.annual-apd 


diurnal Motions of the Earth, 307. The Sun; it's enormous Size, 308. 
Stars, the Centres of Syitems ; their inconceivable Diflance, 313. Other 
| | | Skies 
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Spies furniſhed with other Stats, ibid. The Greatneſsof the Creator, 912. 


The preceding Obſervations inculcate Humility, 914 Shew the Little- 
neſs of terreſtrial Things, g16- The ſlupenduous Condeſcenſion of GOD, 
in his gracious Regards to the Children of Men, g17. The, prodigious 
Heinoufneſs of human Guilty 318. The Richnets of CHRIST's Atone- 
ment, and it's complete. Sufſictency for the. moſt deplorable. Caſes of Sin 
and Miſery, 320. The Power of GOD. manifeſted in the Starry Heavens; 
this the Chriſtian's conſtant Safeguard, and ſure Reſource, 325. The mi- 
ſerable Condition of the Ungodly, ho have Omnipotence for theic Ene- 
my, 328. The unweatied Patience of this all-almighty Being, 329: The 
Wiſdom of GOD, diſplayed in the Skies; Subiiſhon_to Is Diſpenſa- 


tions, even when they ſeem moſt So, and ſevere, all ſpring from 


Love, and will terminate in Good, 331. The Goodneſs of GOD dif- 
fuſed through the vaſt Sy ſlem of created Things, but far more illuſtriouſly 
exempliſied in the Work of Redemption; the former View gives a molt 
amiable, the latter a perfectly raviſhing, Idea of the Divine ee 
336. The Purity GOD. faintly repreſented by the un ſpotted E irma- 
ment: the Deſilement of finful Man; the immaculate Excellence of his 
Surety, 341. The unmeaſurable Dimenſions of the Sky; the greater 
Extent of the Divine Bounty and Mercy; the laſt of theſe Subjetts, 


being ſo peculiarly comfortable to Sinners, conſidered ſomewhat copiouſly, 
343. hat ſuſtains the Arch of Heaven, and ſupports the Globes it 


eontains ; the ſame inviſible Hand upholds the Chriſtian in his Courſe, 
55. The Faithfulneſs of GOD pourtrayed, in the Stability of the 
eavenly Bodies, and Perpetuiiy of their Motions ; the Unreaſonableneſs 


of our Unbelief; Motives to an aſſured Faith, 358. Various Attributes 


of the Divine Nature appear, with a glimmering Light, in the celeſtial 


Luminaries; all ſhine forth, with the fullet Luſtre, in CHRIST JESUS, 
362. The Dignity of Prayer, and Happineſs of having GOD for our 
Portion, 368. The horrible Ingratitude, and deſtructive Perverſeneſs, of 
living without GOD in the World, 371. All the rolling Worlds on 


high, punctually obedient te their Maker's Orders; are a Pattern, in this 


*reſpett, and a Proyocative to the rational Creation, 373. The gradual 
Appearance of Stars; and progreſhve State of a true Converſion, 377. 
The Multitude of Stars, eſpecially in the Galaxy; the more attentively 
2 the greater Number diſcovered; this applied to the unſearch- 
able 


raaſures of Wiſdom in the Scriptures, of Merit in CHRIST, of 
Bliſs in Heaven, 379. The celeſtial Bodies diſpoſed in ſuch a Manner, 


28 to be delightful and ſerviceable to Man; adorn his Abode, and 


of? 


meaſure his Time ; a filent Admonition this, to improve the Talent, 381. 


Brightneſs of the Stars; Encouragement to Fidelity in the Miniſterial 


'Office, 383. Polar Star; it's invariable Situation ; Guide to the ancient 
Mariners; ſuch the Word of GOD to our Souls; Perſuaſive to follow 
© R's unerring Dictates, 384. Variety in the Magnitude and Splendor of 


the Stars; different Degrees in the World of Glory; yet all the Bleſſed 


completely happy, 387. Projection and Attraction, the grand Principies 
that actuate the Planetary dy ſtem; Faith and Love bear much the ſame 
Proportion in the Qeconomy of Chriſtianity, 387, The admirable Effects 


and 
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And extenſive Influences of Attraction; the Agency of the HOLY 
"GHOST on the human Mind, 390. Vaſt Gradation in the_ Scale of 
Beings ;/ all are Objetts of the Divine Care, and full of the Divine Pre- 
ſence, 392. The ſurpa Worth of an immortal Soul; a Solicitude 
for it's final Welfare urged, 400. An unthinking View of the Skies 45 
affecting; much more a rational and devout one, 401. The Scantineſs 
of our Knowledge, with regard to the celeſtial Bodies; after all our 
Search, they are Objetts of Admiration, rather than of Science; Ex- 
hortation to ſuch Putſuits, as are of eaſy Attainment, and will be of ever- 


lafling Advantage, 404. Short Recapitulation of the Whole; and an 
Hymn of Praiſe, ſuited to the Occaſion, 405. "6; 


N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned Reatler, that 
Aſtronomers fhould ſpeak ſuch amazing Things ; and ſpeak them with 
fuch an Air of Aſſurance, concerning the Diſtances and Magnitudes, 
tie Motions ant! Relations, of the heavenly Bodies,” I would deſire ſuehn 
A Perſon to conſider the Caſe of Ecriiesss, and with what Exattneſs 
they are calculated. They are not only foretold, but the very Inſtant of 
their Beginning is determined. The preciſe Time of their Continuance 
is aſſigned ; aſſigned almoſt. to the Nicety of a Moment; and, what ts 
till more ſurprifing, for the Space of Hundreds or Thouſands , Years to 
come. As this is a Matter of Fatt, abſolutely indiſputable ; it is alſo.a 
a very obvious, yet folid Demonſtration, that the Principles of Stienct, 
on tohich thoſe Calculations proceed, are not mere Conjefture, or precan- 


(| ous Suppofitton, but have a real, a certain Foundation, in the Nature and 
| | 4 . . 1 0 . h . ü d - 70 N TY 5 7 
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Ntroduction—Shortneſs- of the Winter's Day —Inceſſan Rain, pro- 
ducing: a Flood Tempoſt; it's Effects; at Land, by Sea Pitehy 
ES. Darkneſs ; Yiding in it Thick Rime— Koen Froſt, and Serenity of 
8  Weather—Severe Cold, and piercing Winds—Deep Snew— General 
Tha kEver-greens— Storms of Hail—Rainbow g > 
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